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AILA Citizenship Day 2016
Media and Outreach Guide
Thank you for your interest in promoting your chapter’s Citizenship Day activities with the press and public through media and social media outreach! AILA and our partner NALEO have put together some tools to help you do just that.

In this Media and Outreach Guide you’ll find four specific tools:

1. A template media advisory that you can customize with the chapter logo and specific information about your event. If you’d like a list of some local media outlets, AILA Communications staff would be happy to help with that – email newsroom@aila.org with the request.

2. A set of talking points to help you when reaching out to reporters with some information about the naturalization process and why Citizenship Day is important. Please don’t send these to reporters, instead keep these for your use when responding to press questions or inquiries.
3. A template Letter to the Editor (LTE) for you to personalize and submit to your local outlet in response to an immigration-related article in which you can highlight the upcoming citizenship day event. Questions about how to use the template? Please reach out to Belle Woods, bwoods@aila.org. 

4. A social media toolkit with template tweets and Facebook posts, developed with our partner NALEO. Share these with your chapter members so you can use social media to get the word out about Citizenship Day and why you are volunteering your time.

5. A How-To guide for Twitter, to share with your colleagues or use yourself if you’re not as familiar with tweeting. If you have any questions about how to use social media to promote AILA chapter activities and events, please reach out to Ellie Silver at esilver@aila.org.

We are thrilled that so many of our members will be helping eligible immigrants take those last few steps toward becoming citizens this fall. Thank you for your efforts, and don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions!

TEMPLATE MEDIA ADVISORY FOR CHAPTERS

[LOGO]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:




CONTACTS:

[DATE]






[Name(s)]
                                                                               

[Phone(s)]








[E-mail(s)]
Media Advisory: Local Immigration Attorneys Will Provide Free Citizenship Assistance on [DATE]

[City/State] – The [CHAPTER] of the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) will participate in the 10th annual AILA Citizenship Day event on [DATE] at [LOCATION].  Each year, at sites across the country, AILA attorneys and other stakeholders provide assistance to lawful permanent residents eligible for naturalization.  Last year, AILA and its partner NALEO Educational Fund held naturalization clinics across the country serving thousands of immigrants who aspired to become citizens.
Media are invited to [CHAPTER] local event which will be held at:

[location with address in bold]

[time of event]

[EXPECTED # OF AILA MEMBERS/ATTORNEYS] will be joined by [EXPECTED NUMBER OF OTHER VOLUNTEERS/STAFF] to help eligible local immigrants apply for citizenship.  
[Detail history of chapter with this event if any, highlight involvement of any local stakeholder groups, add quote from chapter chair/project coordinator about the importance of the event].

Press who wish to attend must register by emailing [contact].
###
The American Immigration Lawyers Association is the national association of immigration lawyers established to promote justice, advocate for fair and reasonable immigration law and policy, advance the quality of immigration and nationality law and practice, and enhance the professional development of its members.
Talking Points on Citizenship Day
· Estimates are that there are nearly nine million lawful permanent residents (green card holders) living and working in the United States who qualify for naturalization – becoming a U.S. citizen.
· According to USCIS, over the past ten years, more than 6.6 million lawful permanent residents became naturalized citizens: more than 650,000 people in FY 2014 and nearly 730,000 in FY 2015. 

· Becoming a U.S. citizen is an important decision for an immigrant and their family; it’s not something one does at the drop of a hat but requires not only a demonstrated commitment to America and its values, but a lot of paperwork and fees.

· We know there are a lot of obstacles that can prevent a green card holder from becoming a citizen – whether it’s just not knowing where to start, not knowing what questions to ask, or, not knowing where to go for answers.

· Each year, AILA and its member’s partner with other organizations to hold Citizenship Day events where eligible applicants can get help with their paperwork, ensure they are filing correctly, and a sense of what’s next in their quest for citizenship.

· The workshops are designed to provide comprehensive assistance to immigrants wishing to take their first steps toward naturalized U.S. citizenship. 

· General eligibility requirements for naturalization include:

· Be at least 18 years of age;

· Be a lawful permanent resident (green card holder);

· Have resided in the United States as a lawful permanent resident for at least five years, three years if married to a US citizen and living in marital union, or under certain other circumstances.;

· Have been physically present in the United States for at least 30 months, 18 months for one married to a USC.;

· Be a person of good moral character;

· Be able to speak, read, write and understand the English language;

· Have knowledge of U.S. government and history; and

· Be willing and able to take the Oath of Allegiance.

· Language assistance at our Citizenship Day event in XXXX will include XXXXX. If there are immigrants who hesitate to come because they don’t think someone will speak their language, we hope this language expertise will calm those fears.
Template Letter to the Editor – please update/personalize where appropriate. Remember that your local paper will likely have a word limits for LTEs. Wonder how to find that out, or how to submit one? Reach out to Belle Woods, bwoods@aila.org. 
TEMPLATE:

When I read a story about the need for immigration reform, like “INSERT HEADLINE,” published on “INSERT DATE,” it brings to mind the estimated nine million green card holders in the United States who qualify for U.S. citizenship.

U.S. citizenship is a privilege, one that comes with rights and responsibilities, including the right to vote. The right to vote gives one a say in who will be entrusted to carry important issues, like immigration reform, forward in Congress and in the White House.

That’s why I’m so honored, along with countless other immigration lawyers and legal services volunteers throughout the country, to take part in the 10th annual American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) Citizenship Day on September 17, 2016, where we will counsel aspiring citizens on their eligibility for naturalization and help qualified individuals complete their applications. 

Applying for citizenship can be a daunting process but the rewards are unmatched. If you or someone you know wants to become a U.S. citizen, but you don’t know where to start, what questions to ask, or where to get answers, find an event online [LINK] and take that first step. 
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AILA’s Citizenship Day 2016
Social Media Toolkit
#AILACitizenshipDay

#CitzDayTurns10
AILA page: http://ow.ly/QSQSP 

Event sites: http://ow.ly/R3ZiD 
AILA Twitter handle: @AILANational
AILA Facebook page: fb.com/ailanational
NALEO Educational Fund handle: @NALEO

NALEO Educational Fund Facebook Page: fb.com/naleo.org  

NALEO Educational Fund hotline: 888-839-8682
Promotional Tweets (Now – September 17)

#CitzDayTurns10! Join us at #AILACitizenshipDay on 9/17 to take the important steps towards becoming a US citizen: http://ow.ly/R3ZiD
Will you be part of #AILACitizenshipDay? On 9/17 AILA chapters will hold events across the country with @NALEO: http://ow.ly/QSQSP
#AILACitizenshipDay is a 1 day workshop with @NALEO in cities across the U.S. Join us 9/17: http://ow.ly/R3ZiD #CitzDayTurns10
Take the important steps towards becoming a U.S. citizen on #AILACitizenshipDay 9/17! Call @NALEO 888-839-8682 [graphic]

#AILACitizenshipDay is a single-day event w/ @NALEO to help legal residents with the natz process. Find out more: http://ow.ly/R3ZiD
US citizens have the right to vote & freedom to travel. Get on the citizenship path during #AILACitizenshipDay 9/17 http://ow.ly/R3ZiD 

DYK U.S. citizens can help sponsor family members? Find a #AILACitizenshipDay event to get started! Call 888-839-8682 #CitzDayTurns10
Avoid dangerous #notario publicos. Participate in #AILACitizenshipDay to get qualified legal help: http://ow.ly/QSQSP 

#AILACitizenshipDay is almost here! AILA chapters, members, @NALEO will gather in [event sites] Sept. 17. http://ow.ly/R3ZiD  

Event-Day Tweets (September 17)

Happy #AILACitizenshipDay! Visit http://ow.ly/R3ZiD to find out how to join us and @NALEO at an AILA workshop site in your community. [graphic]

#AILACitizenshipDay events kick off today in [insert site location and time]! Are you celebrating #CitzDayTurns10 with us? http://ow.ly/QSQSP  

Citizenship applicants are starting to arrive at #AILACitizenshipDay in [insert chapter city]! Sites across the U.S. are helping with the natz process. 

Thank you AILA members, chapters, @NALEO for #AILACitizenshipDay! Let’s continue to push for U.S. citizenship eligibles to apply!

Promotional Facebook Posts (Now – September 17)

On September 17, we are joining AILA Chapters from across the country and NALEO for #AILACitizenshipDay to help eligible legal permanent residents apply for citizenship for the 10th year.
Join us at our very own a citizenship workshop here in [insert chapter city] and receive assistance with the naturalization process from volunteer AILA members and legal workers.

For more information, visit http://ow.ly/QSQSP or call 888-839-8682. 

Get ready for #AILACitizenshipDay on September 17 – a single-day citizenship workshop event with NALEO in cities across the U.S.! 

Find out if you are eligible for naturalization and if eligible, bring your Permanent Resident Card, $680 filing fee and basic personal information.

For more information and to find an event near you, visit http://ow.ly/R3ZiD or call 888-839-8682.
#AILACitizenshipDay is coming to [insert chapter city] on September 17! 

If you are eligible or think you are eligible for U.S. citizenship, join us at [event site, time] to get help from volunteer lawyers, legal workers and trained volunteers with the naturalization application. You may also qualify for a few waiver.

Don’t wait! Visit http://ow.ly/QSQSP or call NALEO [fb.com/naleo.org] at 888-839-8682.
Event-Day Facebook Post (September 17)

Happy #AILACitizenshipDay!  On our 10th year, over XX workshops or “citizenship drives” in partnership with NALEO [fb.com/naleo.org] are taking place in cities across the country to provide legal residents assistance with the naturalization application. 

U.S. citizenship offers the right to vote, travel with a U.S. passport and greater job opportunities – why not apply? 

Visit http://ow.ly/QSQSP or call 888-839-8682.
How-To Guide to Twitter

What is Twitter?

Twitter is a social media platform where users can share news, opinions, or anything else…as long as it’s 140 characters or less. Profiles are usually public (and I highly recommend you keeping yours public since you want to market yourself!). 

Twitter Glossary

· Tweet: A 140-character message that will show up on your followers’ feeds

· Retweet (RT): Re-sharing or giving credit to someone else's tweet

· Feed: The stream of tweets you see on your homepage. It's comprised of updates from users you follow.

· Handle: The username, which is what you use to mention someone. Ex. @AILANational

· Mention (@): A way to reference another user by his username in a tweet. Users are notified when @mentioned. It's a way to conduct discussions with other users in a public realm.

· Direct Message (DM): A private, 140-character message between two people. You can decide whether to accept a Direct Message from any Twitter user, or only from users you are following. You may only DM a user who follows you.

· Hashtag (#): A way to denote a topic of conversation or participate in a larger linked discussion (e.g. #immigration, #UAC, #bordercrisis). A hashtag is a discovery tool that allows others to find your tweets, based on topics. You can also click on a hashtag to see all the tweets that mention it in real time — even from people you don't follow.

For more Twitter terms, go to https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337-the-twitter-glossary#
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How to Sign Up for Twitter

1. Go to twitter.com

2. Enter your name, email and create a password

3. Create a handle (remember, keep it professional!)

4. Create a bio and add a photo

5. Start tweeting!

Twitter Bio Tips

Here are some tips to get you started on your bio. Remember, you don’t need to use all of these!

1. It’s accurate. One professional description.

2. It’s exciting. One word that is not boring.

3. It’s targeted. One niche descriptor.

4. It’s flattering. One accomplishment.

5. It’s humanizing. One hobby.

6. It’s intriguing. One interesting fact or feature about yourself.

7. It’s connected. Link to your company if they have a Twitter handle.

Choosing Who to Follow

· Start off with some relevant groups, such as @ImmPolicyCenter, @NILC_org, @ndlon, @defineamerican, @renewoureconomy, @Citizenship4All, @RI4A, @fwd_us

· Follow AILA staff and leadership: @AILANational, @GregChenAILA, @AILAExecDir, @VictorNieblas, @leslieholman, @anastasianylon, @marketalindt, @wstock215, @JenniferMinear, @AICBenJohnson

· Follow immigration journalists to get news on the issue, like @elisefoley, @_SusanCarroll,  @TedHesson, @JuliaPrestonNYT, @ByBrianBennett

· Don’t forget about your friends and colleagues!

Check out who AILA National follows to get some more ideas: https://twitter.com/AILANational/following
Replying:

The next time you see a particularly fascinating tweet, click "reply" and add your two cents. Interacting with ordinary people is a great way to get the hang of the "@mention" (just use the "@" sign before that person's handle). Clicking "expand" or "view conversation" on a tweet will display all the responses that message received, including tweets from people you aren't following. You can see when someone follows or @mentions you in the @Connect tab at the top of the page.

Retweeting

Retweeting is a common way to share something interesting from someone you follow to your own set of followers. Pertinent information tends to spread virally via retweets. It's important to remember that a retweet should be thought of as quoting someone or citing a source. 

To retweet:

Hit the retweet button that appears when you hover your mouse over someone else's tweet. When you click this button, the tweet will be sent to your set of followers, using the original tweeter's profile pic alongside a note that you have retweeted the post. Additionally, a small green icon will appear in the top-right corner of the tweet. This is illustrated in the top example of the picture below.

Hashtags

Hashtags label and indicate the subject matter of certain conversations taking place on Twitter. The hashtag is represented by the number sign "#." Putting one of these little symbols in front of a word or phrase indicates a subject you think is worth talking about. The words you use after the hashtag become searchable because Twitter tracks them. That is to say, if you click on a particular hashtag, you'll be able to see all tweets that have also used that hashtag. It's a grouping mechanism that allows you to get the general public's sense about a specific topic or issue.

This is a very convenient way to drop in on subjects as broad as #deportation or as focused as #EndtheQuota. Feel free to create your own subjects — just make sure you don't use any spaces between words in a hashtag.

Lists

A list is a curated group of Twitter users. You can create your own lists or subscribe to lists created by others. Viewing a list timeline will show you a stream of Tweets from only the users on that list. This is a helpful way to see the content you want to see, when you want to see it. 

To create a list:

Go to your Lists page. This can be done via the profile icon drop down menu in the top right navigation bar or by going to your profile page and clicking on Lists. Click Create list. Enter the name of your list, a short description of the list, and select if you want the list to be private (only accessible to you) or public (anyone can subscribe to the list). Click Save list.

To add or remove people from your lists:

Click the gear icon drop down menu on a user's profile.  Select Add or remove from lists. A pop-up will appear displaying your created lists. Check the lists you would like to add the user to, or uncheck the lists you'd like to remove the user from. 

Accessing Twitter

Download the Twitter app on your phone to tweet whenever you like. You can also log in at www.twitter.com
Your Voice: Remember to be professional, but also be authentic! 


