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M
ay  14,  2015  S

TA
TE

M
E
N
T  —

  LIR
S
  U
rges  A

dm
inistration  to  A

bandon  S
ym

bolic  R
eform

s
and  E

nd  Fam
ily  D

etention
FO

R
  IM

M
E
D
IA
TE

  R
E
LE

A
S
E

P
ress  C

ontact:  M
iji  B

ell
m
bell@

lirs.org,  (410)  230-2841

W
A
SH

IN
G
TO

N
,  D

C
  –  O

n  W
ednesday,  the  U

.S
.  D

epartm
ent  of  H

om
eland  S

ecurity,  Im
m
igration  and  C

ustom
s  E

nforcem
ent  agency  (IC

E
)  announced  “a  series

of  actions  to  enhance  oversight  and  accountability,  increase  access  and  transparency”  to  im
prove  its  fam

ily  detention  centers.  B
ased  on  over  75  years  of

experience  w
orking  w

ith  individuals  w
hose  lives  have  been  uprooted  by  violence  and  traum

a,  Lutheran  Im
m
igration  and  R

efugee  S
ervice  rem

ains  firm
ly

opposed  to  the  A
dm

inistration’s  policy  of  detaining  children  and  their  m
others,  especially  fam

ilies  w
ho  are  fleeing  harm

  and  persecution.

“The  A
dm

inistration’s  announced  reform
s  appear  largely  sym

bolic  and  perpetuate  a  m
isguided  m

essage  that  it  is  possible  to  hum
anely  detain  fam

ilies,”  stated
B
rittney  N

ystrom
,  LIR

S
  D
irector  for  A

dvocacy.  “E
fforts  such  as  changing  the  physical  design  of  detention  facilities  or  providing  additional  am

enities  ignore  the
reality  that  detaining  children  and  their  parents  is  m

orally  unacceptable.”    It  is  w
ell-understood  that  any  length  of  tim

e  in  detention  causes  psychological  dam
age

to  a  child,  regardless  of  w
hether  the  child  is  detained  alongside  a  parent.  Y

et,  m
any  of  the  fam

ilies  currently  detained  have  now
  been  held  in  custody  for  several

m
onths  and,  in  som

e  cases,  children  have  lived  behind  bars  longer  than  not.

This  policy  is  not  only  inhum
ane  and  entirely  inappropriate  for  m

others  and  children,  it  runs  counter  to  international  and  hum
anitarian  obligations.  U

nder  both
international  and  U

.S
.  law

,  it  is  perm
issible  for  an  individual  fleeing  persecution  to  present  them

selves  at  an  international  border  w
ith  the  intent  to  request

asylum
.  R

ather  than  acknow
ledging  that  the  overw

helm
ing  m

ajority  of  these  fam
ilies  are  fleeing  persecution  and  threats  to  their  very  lives,  the  O

bam
a

A
dm

inistration  persists  in  referring  to  the  act  of  seeking  protection  as  “illegal,”  w
hich  is  fundam

entally  untrue.

D
espite  ongoing  law

suits,  negative  press  and  the  likelihood  that  this  policy  w
ill  largely  shape  its  legacy  on  im

m
igration,  the  O

bam
a  A

dm
inistration  continues  its

unw
avering  defense  of  this  harm

ful  policy.  The  A
dm

inistration  is  w
ell-aw

are  of  previous  failed  attem
pts  to  detain  fam

ilies  such  as  the  notorious  T.  D
on  H

utto
facility,  w

hich  closed  in  2009.  The  current  detention  of  fam
ilies  is  no  different.

If  the  governm
ent  is  to  be  believed  that  the  w

ell-being  of  fam
ilies  is  of  param

ount  im
portance,  then  they  should  begin  releasing  m

others  and  children  from
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detention  im
m
ediately.  D

H
S
  officials  know

  that  effective  alternatives  to  detention  exist,  including  program
s  piloted  by  LIR

S
  on  behalf  of  IC

E
.  S

uch  program
s

should  be  m
axim

ized  for  low
  risk  populations  w

ith  extrem
e  vulnerabilities  such  as  these  fam

ilies.

A
s  an  organization  w

ith  a  faith-based  m
ission  to  “w

elcom
e  the  stranger,”  LIR

S
  calls  on  the  O

bam
a  A

dm
inistration  to  stand  on  the  side  of  justice  and  end  the

practice  of  fam
ily  detention.
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tlnitfd ~tatfs ~fnatf
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 1,2015

The Honorable Jeh Johnson
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Johnson:

We appreciate that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) acknowledged in its
recent announcement that the family detention system is in need of oversight and accountability.
However, we believe the announced reforms do not go far enough. As many of us expressed to
you in a letter last October, the prolonged detention of asylum-seeking mothers and children who
pose no flight risk or danger to the community is unacceptable and goes against our most
fundamental values.

Most of these families have come seeking refuge from three of the most dangerous countries in
the world, countries where women and girls face shocking rates of domestic and sexual violence
and murder. Treating these victims like criminals is wrong. The latest data from the United
States Citizenship and Immigration Service Asylum Division confirm the misguided nature of
this detention policy, showing that 88% of the families detained across the government's three
family detention facilities have been found to have legitimate refugee claims by establishing a
credible fear of persecution if returned to their home countries.

While these mothers and children wait their turn before an immigration judge, there are many
alternatives to detention that are more humane, cost-efficient, and will keep families together.
We are deeply concerned by the growing evidence that detention of young children, particularly
those who have experienced significant trauma, is detrimental to their development and physical
and mental health. That evidence has been reinforced by specific examples of individual children
in these detention facilities struggling to eat or sleep, and exhibiting signs of serious depression.

We appreciate all that you have done to improve conditions at family detention facilities,
however we do not believe there is any system of mass family detention that will work or is
consistent with our moral values and historic commitment to provide safe and humane refuge to
those fleeing persecution. We urge you to end the practice of presumptive detention of families
and return to the policy of utilizing detention only as a last resort, when there is a serious public
safety or flight risk that cannot be mitigated by alternatives to detention.

Sincerely,

2~Y~~
United States Senator

2~l:~
United States Senator
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The Honorable Jeh Johnson
June 1,2015

tv~
United States Senator

CHARLES E. SCHUMER
United States Senator

»-« r,rt-
MICHAEL F. BENNET
United States Senator

~~~
KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND
United States Senator

~SE-
United States Senator

United States Senator

United States Senator

United States Senator

•

United States Senator

L

ALFRANKEN
United States Senator

TOM UDALL
United States Senator

~A~Y
United States Senator

-
United States Senator

ALDWIN
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The Honorable Jeh Johnson
June 1,2015

~-k~MllfE K. HIRONO
United States Senator

~/#~~
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
United States Senator

SHERROD BROWN
United States Senator

l?~Ji4'--
BERNARD SANDERS
United States Senator

k~_f~~
IDUANSCHATZ
United States Senator

!~
United States Senator

nited States Senator

TIM KAINE
United States Senator

.J./P7\fl- ~
JEFFREY A. MERKLEY
United States Senator

RO~DE~~
United States Senator

dh1- U~,,,,
ROBERT P. CASEY, JR.
United States Senator
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The Honorable Jeh Johnson
Ju 1,2015

United States Senator
MARTIN HEINRICH
United States Senator

United States Senator

~.i'/lJJlu
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI
United States Senator

cc: The Honorable Sarah R. Saldafia, Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
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Comment Of Senator Patrick Leahy (D-

Vt.), Ranking Member, Senate Judiciary

Committee, On Changes to the

Administration’s Family Detention

Practices
[Senate Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) issued the following

comment Wednesday after Department of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson announced

changes to the administration’s practice of detaining immigrant families and children.  Senator

Leahy has urged the administration to end its family detention policy, which was reinstated last

summer in response to the increase in unaccompanied children and families arriving at the

southern border.] 

“The practice of detaining immigrant families and children is wrong, and it conflicts with

America’s values.  That is why I have urged the Department of Homeland Security to end this

practice, and why I welcome today’s announcement.  By taking small steps to scale back this bad

policy, the administration is acknowledging the reality that a large number of the women and

children in prolonged detention are bona fide asylum seekers that have come to the United

States fleeing extreme violence and persecution in Central America.  Vulnerable asylum seekers

should not be treated like criminals.  I am cautiously optimistic about the changes announced

today, but they must be implemented quickly and only as a first step toward ending the

misguided policy of family detention.”

#####

Press Contact
Press Contact

David Carle: 202-224-3693
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Reid Sobre La Decisión De La Administración De Revisar Su Política De Detención Familiar

mayo 15, 2015 | Press Releases 

(//addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300)

Washington, D.C. – El líder demócrata del Senado hizo hoy las siguientes declaraciones después de que Sarah Saldaña, 
Directora del Servicio de Inmigración y Control de Aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en inglés), anunciara que su agencia mejorará la supervisión del 
sistema de detención familiar. 

“Aunque me da gusto que la Administración haya reconocido que el sistema de detención familiar necesita supervisión y rendición de cuentas, 
las reformas propuestas no son suficientes. Ponerle fin a la detención familiar es la única solución. Detener a mujeres y niños que están 
huyendo de la pobreza extrema, persecución, abuso y violencia es inaceptable y va en contra de nuestros valores fundamentales.

“Hay muchas alternativas a la detención que son humanas, sostenibles y que no socavan la salud mental ni el bienestar de los niños. Trabajaré 
con la directora Saldaña en los próximos meses para asegurar que estas familias y niños sean tratados con dignidad y respeto”.

###

Washington, D.C. – Nevada Senator Harry Reid released the following statement after Sarah Saldaña, Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), announced the agency would improve oversight of the family detention system. 

“While I welcome the Administration’s recognition that the family detention system is in need of oversight and accountability, the proposed 
reforms are not enough. Ending family detention is the only answer. Detaining mothers and their children who are fleeing extreme poverty, 
persecution, abuse and violence is unacceptable and goes against our most fundamental values.

“There are many alternatives to detention that are humane, cost-efficient and do not undermine children’s mental health and overall 
wellbeing. I will work with Director Saldaña in the coming months to ensure these families and children are treated with dignity and respect.”

###

(//addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300)
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 Search

(http://www.reid.senate.gov)

Reid Statement On Administration’s Decision To Reform Family Detention Policies

June 24, 2015 | Press Releases

(//addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300)

Washington,	  D.C.	  –	  Nevada	  Senator	  Harry	  Reid	  released	  the	  following	  statement	  after	  Homeland	  Security	  Secretary	  Jeh

Johnson	  announced	  plans	  to	  reform	  family	  detention practices:

“I	  welcome	  the	  Secretary’s	  recognition	  that	  the	  long-‐term	  detention	  of	  families	  should	  be	  discontinued.	  	  The	  prolonged	  detention	  of	  asylum-‐

seeking	  mothers	  and	  children	  goes	  against	  our	  long-‐standing	  tradition	  of	  welcoming	  those	  fleeing	  violence	  and	  persecution.	  Releasing	  these

families	  on	  bond	  or	  alternatives	  to	  detention	  will	  ensure	  that	  they	  do	  not	  endure	  any	  further	  suffering	  as	  they	  pursue	  their	  asylum	  claims.

“Last	  month,	  I	  co-‐signed	  a	  letter	  to	  the	  Department	  of	  Homeland	  Security	  calling	  for the	  end	  of	  the	  presumptive	  detention	  of	  families. While	  these
reforms	  are	  welcomed,	  ending	  family	  detention	  is	  the	  real	  answer.	  	  The	  mass	  family	  detention	  of	  those	  fleeing	  violence	  and	  persecution	  is

inconsistent	  with	  American	  values. ”
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SHUVHFXWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�FRXQWULHV��7KH\�FDPH�KHUH�VHHNLQJ�SURWHFWLRQ��LQVWHDG�WKH\�IDFH�SURORQJHG
GHWHQWLRQ�IRU�PRQWKV�DW�D�WLPH�

8QWLO�UHFHQWO\��IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�KDG�EHHQ�ODUJHO\�GRQH�DZD\�ZLWK��7KDW�FKDQJHG�ZLWK�ODVW�VXPPHUV�LQIOX[�RI
XQDFFRPSDQLHG�PLQRUV�DW�RXU�6RXWKZHVW�ERUGHU��6XGGHQO\��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�GHFLGHG�WKDW�LPPLJUDQW
ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�FRXOG�QRW�VWD\�ZLWK�IDPLOLHV�RU�ORYHG�RQHV�LQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�WKH\�DZDLWHG�KHDULQJV��$
\HDU�DJR�ZH�KDG�DURXQG����EHGV�IRU�IDPLOLHV��7RGD\��ZH�KDYH�WKUHH�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�ZLWK�QHDUO\
������ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�

7KHVH�GHWHQWLRQV�DUH�WKH�ZURQJ�XVH�RI�RXU�OLPLWHG�IHGHUDO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�WKH�ZURQJ�ZD\�WR�IL[�D�EURNHQ
V\VWHP��1RW�RQO\�DUH�WKH\�ZURQJ��WKH\�DUH�LOOHJDO�

,Q�������D�OHJDO�VHWWOHPHQW�ZDV�UHDFKHG�LQ�D�FODVV�DFWLRQ�ODZVXLW��)ORUHV�Y��0HHVH��DJDLQVW�WKH�IRUPHU
,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�1DWXUDOL]DWLRQ�6HUYLFHV��ZKLFK�VHW�QDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�GHWHQWLRQ��UHOHDVH�DQG
WUHDWPHQW�RI�DOO�FKLOGUHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�EHLQJ�GHWDLQHG�ZLWK�D�SDUHQW�LQ�,16�FXVWRG\��7KH�)ORUHV
VHWWOHPHQW��ZKLFK�QRZ�H[WHQGV�WR�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\��UHTXLUHV�MXYHQLOHV�WR�EH�KHOG�LQ�WKH
OHDVW�UHVWULFWLYH�VHWWLQJ��DQG�WKDW�WKH�IDFLOLWLHV�EH�QRQ�VHFXUH�DQG�OLFHQVHG�WR�FDUH�IRU�PLQRUV��:KHQ
GHWHQWLRQ�LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG��MXYHQLOHV�PXVW�EH�UHOHDVHG�IURP�FXVWRG�WR�WKHLU�IDPLO\�

%XW�RXU�JURZLQJ�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�UHJLPH�KDV�WXUQHG�)ORUHV�RQ�LWV�KHDG��:RPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�KHOG�LQ
XQOLFHQVHG�DQG�VHFXUH�IDFLOLWLHV��WKH\�IDFH�SURKLELWLYHO\�KLJK�ERQG�DPRXQWV�IRU�UHOHDVH�DQG�WKH\�FRQWLQXH�WR
EH�GHWDLQHG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�SRVH�QR�IOLJKW�RU�VHFXULW\�ULVN��$OO�WKH�ZKLOH��WKHUH�LV�VLJQLILFDQW�HYLGHQFH�WKDW
GHWHQWLRQ�LQ�MDLO�OLNH�IDFLOLWLHV�UH�WUDXPDWL]HV�YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQFH��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��7KH�VWUHVV�DQG
XQFHUWDLQW\�RI�GHWHQWLRQ�KDV�OHG�FKLOGUHQ�WR�H[SHULHQFH�ZHLJKW�ORVV�DQG�H[SUHVV�VXLFLGDO�WKRXJKWV��([SHUWV
KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�GHWHQWLRQ�VLJQLILFDQWO\�FRPSURPLVHV�WKHLU�FRJQLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�FKURQLF�LOOQHVV�

$GYHUWLVHPHQW

7KH�WUXWK�LV��WKHUH�LV�QR�ZD\�WR�GHWDLQ�IDPLOLHV�KXPDQHO\��7KLV�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�UHDIILUPHG�E\�8�6��'LVWULFW�&RXUWExhibit 75 - page 21
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KWWS���ZZZ�GDLO\QHZV�FRP�RSLQLRQ����������WKH�WLPH�WR�HQG�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�LV�QRZ�MXG\�FKX

3DJH���RI�� -XO������������������30�0'7

7KH�WUXWK�LV��WKHUH�LV�QR�ZD\�WR�GHWDLQ�IDPLOLHV�KXPDQHO\��7KLV�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�UHDIILUPHG�E\�8�6��'LVWULFW�&RXUW
-XGJH�'ROO\�*HH�LQ�/�$��LQ�D�ODZVXLW�WR�HQIRUFH�WKH�)ORUHV�VHWWOHPHQW��,Q�D�WHQWDWLYH�UXOLQJ��*HH�VDLG�FKLOGUHQ
DQG�PRWKHUV�FDQW�EH�KHOG�LQ�GHWHQWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�GXH�WR�WKHLU�YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKH�����
VHWWOHPHQW��,�FRXOGQW�DJUHH�PRUH�

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�LPPLJUDQW�GHWHQWLRQ�LV�WR�NHHS�SHRSOH�IURP�IOHHLQJ��%XW�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�PD\�EH
HOLJLEOH�IRU�DV\OXP�DQG�ZDQW�WKHLU�GD\�LQ�FRXUW��7KH\�DUHQW�JRLQJ�DQ\ZKHUH�

:H�PXVW�HVWDEOLVK�EHWWHU�RSWLRQV�WKDW�VXLW�D�PRUDO�FRXQWU\��7KHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WKDW�IDPLOLHV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH
DEOH�WR�VWD\�WRJHWKHU�LQ�VDIH�FRQGLWLRQV�ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�DV\OXP�FODLPV�WR�EH�KHDUG��,QVWHDG��IRU�WKRVH
ZKR�GR�QRW�SRVH�D�IOLJKW�ULVN��'+6�VKRXOG�LPSOHPHQW�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�GHWHQWLRQ�WKDW�FRVW
PXFK�OHVV�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�SURYHQ�WR�EH�HIIHFWLYH��,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�&XVWRPV�(QIRUFHPHQW�MXVW�ODVW�ZHHN
DQQRXQFHG�LW�ZRXOG�LQFUHDVH�RYHUVLJKW�DQG�LPSURYH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV��EXW�WKLV�IDLOV�WR
DGGUHVV�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�LVVXHV��IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�FDQW�EH�IL[HG�

'HVSLWH�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�PHQWDO�FRVWV�WR�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHPVHOYHV��PRWKHUV�ZKR�UHPDLQ�LQ�GHWHQWLRQ
DUH�ILJKWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�FDVHV��7KH�ODZ�LV�RQ�WKHLU�VLGH��,WV�WLPH�IRU�RXU�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�EH�DV�ZHOO�
WLPH�WR�HQG�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO�

5HS��-XG\�&KX��'�3DVDGHQD��UHSUHVHQWV�WKH���WK�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�'LVWULFW�
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7/23/2015 Smith Statement on Family Detention | Congressman Adam Smith

https://adamsmith.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/smith-statement-on-family-detention 1/1

Smith Statement on Family Detention
May 15, 2015 | Press Release

Congressman Smith released the following statement in response to U.S. Immigration and Customs

Enforcement’s (ICE) announced action on family detention centers:

“ICE’s announced action to improve oversight and conditions at family detention centers misses the

point.  It is wrong and irresponsible for our government to continue detaining children and their mothers.

 We must not ignore that jailing children can have devastating impacts on a child’s development and

cause serious psychological harm to these families.    We have less expensive and more humane

alternatives to detention to monitor families while still adequately managing their cases.  Our

government must focus on utilizing these alternatives, and I will continue to advocate for policies that do

so.  We need to get out of the business of detaining children and their mothers.”
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FOR�IMMEDIATE�RELEASE:�
May�14,�2015�
�
CONTACT:�
Juan_Pachon@menendez.senate.gov<mailto:Juan_Pachon@menendez.senate.gov>�
�
Menendez�on�Family�Detention�Announcement�
�
WASHINGTON,�DC�–�U.S.�Senator�Bob�Menendez�(DͲNJ)�today�issued�the�following�statement�after�U.S.�
Immigration�and�Customs�Enforcement�(ICE)�announced�a�series�of�changes�to�improve�oversight�of�
family�detention�centers�for�immigrant�families.�
�
“The�announcement�that�the�Administration�will�implement�enhanced�oversight�for�family�detention�
centers�after�the�drastic�expansion�of�family�detention�over�the�past�year�is�deeply�disappointing.�The�
Administration’s�efforts�simply�do�not�go�far�enough�and�are�an�unacceptable�response�to�adequately�
address�the�grave�concerns�of�detaining�women�and�children.�This�is�a�wrong�response�to�the�serious�
concerns�raised�by�faith�leaders,�human�rights�experts,�immigration�groups�and�Members�of�Congress.�
Suggesting�an�Advisory�Committee�is�a�timid�reaction�to�a�deeplyͲseeded�problem�of�treating�women�
and�children�like�criminals.�
�
“It�is�unacceptable�to�keep�family�detention�as�an�automatic�default�for�immigrant�families.�This�policy�is�
a�disservice�to�those�that�are�fleeing�violence�and�do�not�represent�a�flight�risk�or�pose�any�danger�to�
our�national�security.�The�fact�remains�that�we�must�stop�acting�like�there�are�practical�reasons�for�
locking�up�women�and�children,�especially�when�the�negative�mental�health�repercussions�are�abysmal.�
�
“Our�efforts�should�be�directed�at�apprehending�real�criminals�or�those�who�pose�a�national�security�
threat�to�the�United�States.�Instead�we�are�blindly�funneling�families�into�privatelyͲowned�detention�
centers�and�paying�for�it�with�taxpayer�dollars.�
�
“Put�simply,�there�is�no�humane�way�to�detain�women�and�children.�Detention�should�be�used�only�as�a�
last�resort�and�I�will�continue�to�do�everything�I�can�to�get�the�Administration�to�rethink�this�misguided�
policy�and�change�course.”�
�
Limiting�the�use�of�family�detention�centers�has�been�one�of�Senator�Menendez’s�priorities.�In�October�
16,�2014,�he�was�part�of�a�group�of�10�Senators�who�sent�a�letter�to�Secretary�
Johnson<http://www.menendez.senate.gov/download/familyͲdetentionͲletterͲ2014>�expressing�
concerns�over�a�decision�to�build�a�new�2,400�bed�immigration�detention�facility�for�women�and�
children�in�Dilley,�Texas.��More�recently,�in�a�March�31,�2015�to�leaders�of�the�Senate�Subcommittee�on�
Homeland�Security,�Senator�Menendez�requested�specific�bill�language�and�report�language�on�the�
exorbitant�use�and�cost�of�family�detention�centers.�
�
###�
�
�
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Elise  Foley   Become  a  fan

elise@huffingtonpost.com

Posted:  06/24/2015  2:19  pm  EDT   Updated:  06/24/2015  3:59  pm  EDT

Democratic  Members  Say  Reforming  Family  Immigrant
Detention  Isn't  Enough

WASHINGTON -- Under intense scrutiny from congressional Democrats and human rights groups, Department of Homeland Security
Secretary Jeh Johnson announced plans Wednesday to make reforms to the family immigrant detention system to shorten the period
women and children are detained.

If he was hoping to quell criticism, though, it didn't seem to work.

Eight Democratic House members who visited family detention centers in Texas on Tuesday told reporters soon after Johnson's
announcement that they appreciate the response, but don't think it goes far enough.

"I understand that DHS is making some initiatives to try to soften the situation in these two detention centers and others, but quite frankly, I
don't care how much lipstick you put on it," Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.) said at a press conference on Wednesday. "The fact of the matter is
that it is a prison for women and children."

The Texas family immigrant detention centers in Dilley and Karnes City were created last year to supplement an existing facility in Berks
County, Pennsylvania, after a surge in apprehensions along the border. Nearly 70,000 family units, usually mothers from Central America
traveling with children, came to the U.S. in the 2014 fiscal year, and many of them are seeking asylum.

Critics say that holding mothers and children for prolonged periods, even in nice facilities, is highly damaging to their mental and physical
health.

Johnson announced the new policies will be aimed at limiting detention times. He said they will process women and children more quickly
by conducting credible fear interviews "within a reasonable timeframe" to determine whether the women and children are eligible for
asylum or other relief.

July 23, 2015
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Because some women have been granted bond to leave at levels they are unable to pay, Johnson said Immigration and Customs
Enforcement had established new criteria to set bond amounts "at a level that is reasonable and realistic, taking into account ability to pay,
while also encompassing risk of flight and public safety." A spokesman for ICE declined to provide further details about what those criteria
will entail.

"I have reached the conclusion that we must make substantial changes in our detention practices with respect to families with children,"
Johnson said in a statement. "In short, once a family has established eligibility for asylum or other relief under our laws, long-term
detention is an inefficient use of our resources and should be discontinued. "

It was a step in the right direction for the Democrats on the trip, who were scheduled to meet with Johnson on Wednesday afternoon,
although they still want family immigrant detention limited further.

Democrats who made the trip said they witnessed women and children who were highly distressed about being detained, and that following
the visit they were even more resolved to have the practice of long-term family detention ended. Along with Grijalva, the members on the
trip were Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer of Maryland; Rep. Luis Gutiérrez of Illinois; Reps. Joaquín Castro and Sheila Jackson-Lee of Texas;
and Reps. Zoe Lofgren, Judy Chu and Lucille Roybal-Allard of California.

They said they were asked to hand over their cell phones and cameras for the visit to the detention centers, but refused. One member took
video inside the Dilley facility -- called the South Texas Family Residential Center -- of women and children chanting outside in a plea for
help. They said they met with women who said they had been yelled at and demeaned by guards, and that children who were ill were being
told to just drink more water. Although there are amenities like playgrounds in the facilities, members said they weren't being used.

As of Tuesday, according to an Immigration and Customs Enforcement spokesman, there were 461 people in the Karnes facility and 2,043
people at the Dilley facility. The Berks center, which members did not visit on the trip, held 89 people.

ICE announced other reforms to family detention in May, which were also met with skepticism. Some of the changes promised were to
review the cases of all people held for longer than 90 days and to stop using detention as a deterrent to more people coming to the U.S.

Those reforms may not be being implemented fully, critics have said. The members said that many women they spoke to in the facilities had
been inside well past 90 days and hadn't heard anything about the review policy.

The Democrats said Johnson's announcement was appreciated as a move in the right direction, but that they will push him for more details
and to go further by limiting family detention to the bare minimum needed to process cases before releasing women on bond or their own
recognizance.

"Our goal isn't to fix the place," Gutiérrez said at the press conference. "We shouldn't have over 1,000 children detained in a prison camp."

Republicans in Congress criticized the announcement, saying that releasing mothers and children seeking asylum would encourage more
people to come to the U.S. House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.) condemned the move, arguing that once released,
families wouldn’t show up for their court dates.

"By refusing to detain unlawful immigrants until their claims are proven legitimate, the Obama Administration is practically guaranteeing
that they will disappear into our communities and never be removed from the United States," he stated.

Immigrant  Family  Detention  Family  Immigrant  Detention  Immigration  Border  Crisis  Berks  Dilley  Detention  Center  Karnes  Family  Detention  Karnes  County  Detention
Facility  South  Texas  Residential  Center

5 Comments Sort by 

Holly Barker

To future asylum seekers, you know that you will be detained in a family
detention center. If you don't like that idea, then seek asylum in another country.
Otherwise we can only think that you want to take advantage of the freebies
paid for by the American taxpayer no matter how they are delivered.

Like · Reply · 11 · Jun 24, 2015 12:21pm

Barbara Clayton · Sacramento, California
Why does this administration feel that it has to change detention
housing just because the illegal aliens don't like where and how they
are placed. Most of them will not return for court if released.

Like · Reply · 3 · Jun 24, 2015 8:18pm
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June 15, 2015 
 
President Barack Obama  
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20500  
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
We, the undersigned human service providers, faith, civil rights, labor, and other policy and 
advocacy organizations, write to call for an end to your  administration’s  practice  of  family 
detention.  
 
This month marks the one-year  anniversary  of  your  administration’s  announcement to expand 
family detention for refugee mothers and children fleeing from extreme violence in Central 
America. As of June 2015, the administration will operate almost 3,700 family detention beds—a 
4,300% increase from early June 2014, when only 85 beds were in existence.  
 
Your administration closed the Hutto Family Detention Center in 2009 after litigation and 
reports of the trauma of incarceration. For years, families seeking asylum met their legal 
requirements without the harm of detention.  Now, a federal judge has ruled tentatively that 
detaining mothers and children violates the 1997 Flores v. Reno settlement, with negotiations 
taking place now with the Department of Justice to attempt to satisfy the  court’s  concerns.  
Another court ruling in February blocked the use of detention of asylum-seekers as a means of 
deterring future migrants. 
 
Reverting to mass detention despite the body of research and legal proceedings demonstrating its 
harm is immensely troubling to us.  Though Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
announced enhanced oversight of conditions of confinement inside its family detention facilities 
on May 13, 2015, these measures cannot fix the underlying wrong of detaining children and 
mothers seeking asylum. The only way for the administration to address the inhumanity of 
family detention is for ICE to release these families to the community, under individually 
determined terms of release or supervision, while their immigration cases make their way 
through the courts.  
 
Over the past year, overwhelming evidence has shown again that there is no humane way of 
detaining families. First-hand accounts from detained mothers and media reports confirm that 
detention is psychologically damaging and inappropriate for children and victims of trauma. At a 
press conference led by House Members on May 21, 2015, one formerly detained mother spoke 
of how her son, who was detained with her for six months, said that he wanted to jump off the 
roof of the facility and kill himself to be free. Similarly, detained mothers at Karnes County 
Residential Center wrote to you earlier in May,  stating  that  “what  worries  us  the  most  is  that  the  
say that  they  are  going  to  throw  themselves  off  the  top  of  the  building  because  they  won’t  let  us  
leave. Other adolescents say that they prefer to tie a sheet around their necks and kill themselves 
because  they  no  longer  want  to  be  detained  here….We  have  been  despised, humiliated, deceived, 
and  rejected.”  In  March  2015,  one  Honduran mother, who had fled death threats from gangs, 
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attempted to commit suicide while detained with her four-year-old daughter at the South Texas 
Family Residential Center, because she could not afford to pay bond. 
 
After interviewing 10 mothers and 23 children detained at the Karnes facility, Luis Zayas, Dean 
of the School of Social Work at the University of Texas at Austin concluded that the 
“psychological  traumas  experienced  by  these  mothers  and  children  – in their home countries, 
during their travel to the United States, and after their arrival in the United States when they 
found themselves locked up in immigration detention facilities – will require years of mental 
health services to alleviate.  The ongoing stress, despair, and uncertainty of detention 
compromises  children’s  intellectual  and  cognitive development and contributes to the 
development of chronic illnesses.  Institutionalized children and the threats they face are similar 
to those of trauma, and result in recurrent, distressing memories, nightmares, dissociative 
reactions, prolonged psychological  distress,  and  negative  alterations  in  cognition.”  Dean Zayas, 
based on his interviews and his extensive knowledge of the scientific literature concerning 
trauma,  stated  in  a  legal  filing  “…I  can  unequivocally  state  that  the  children  in  the  Karnes  
facility are facing some of the most adverse childhood conditions of any children I have ever 
interviewed or evaluated.  Untold harm is being inflicted on these children by the trauma of 
detention.”1 
 
Moreover, though children and families require specialized medical, educational, and legal 
support, there have been reports that those in family detention facilities are not receiving the care 
they need. Detention already prohibits due process by cutting off access to legal support that 
families need to navigate the extremely complex U.S. immigration laws. Media reports and 
accounts from advocates suggest that many facilities are not only neglecting their duties to 
provide these services, but they may be barring advocates and volunteers from entering facilities. 
 
Yet, DHS continues to support family detention, despite recommending against the detention of 
mothers, children, and vulnerable populations to its field offices. A November 20, 2014 
memorandum on  “Policies  for  the  Apprehension,  Detention  and  Removal  of  Undocumented  
Immigrants”  states  grounds for alternatives to detention when asylum-seekers are primary 
caregivers of children or an infirm person, suffering from serious mental or physical illness, 
disability, or other conditions, including status as a victim in a criminal proceeding or other 
humanitarian factors.  Many of the mothers and children in family detention facilities are victims 
and have fled horrific sexual assault, intense physical violence, kidnapping, and sex trafficking. 
In fact, a very high percentage of these families who have had the opportunity to present their 
stories to either an immigration judge or an asylum officer have been granted asylum or have 
been found to have a credible fear of persecution.  
 
We urge you to listen to the thousands of voices that have already called on the administration to 
end this practice for humanitarian and legal reasons. On June 1, 33 U.S. senators wrote to 
Department  of  Homeland  Security  (DHS)  Secretary  Jeh  Johnson  urging  him  to  “end  the  practice  
of  presumptive  detention…”  That  followed  a  May 27 letter to Secretary Johnson signed by 136 
House members stating  that  the  “Department…has  not  fully  grasped  the  serious  harm  being  

                                                             
1 Luis H. Zayas, Dean of the School of Social Work, University of Texas at Austin, Declaration of his competency 
as an expert witness, filed December 10, 2014. 
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inflicted  upon  mothers  and  children  in  custody,”  and  that  “the  only  solution  to  this  problem  is  to  
end  the  use  of  family  detention.”   
 
We strongly agree.  Please end family detention now. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
9to5 
AFL-CIO 
African American Ministers In Action 
AIDS Alliance for Women, Infants, Children, Youth & Families 
Alliance of Baptists 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
American Friends Service Committee 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
American Psychological Association 
Americans for Democratic Action (ADA) 
America's Voice Education Fund 
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO (APALA) 
ASISTA Immigration Assistance 
Bend the Arc Jewish Action 
Campaign for Youth Justice 
Center for Effective Government 
Center for Law and Social Policy 
Children's Advocacy Institute 
Children's Defense Fund 
Children's Leadership Council 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Refugee and Immigration Ministries 
Church World Service 
Coalition on Human Needs 
Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking (CAST) 
Community of St. Francis, Province of the Americas 
Conference of Major Superiors of Men 
Congregation of the Humility of Mary 
Daughters of Charity - USA 
Disciples Justice Action Network 
Disciples Women 
Ecumenical Poverty Initiative 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Farmworker Justice 
First Focus 
Franciscan Action Network 
Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement, JPIC Office 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
General Council of the Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Global Women's Strike 
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4 
 

HIV Prevention Justice Alliance 
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters - USA - JPIC 
Ignatian Solidarity Network 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
In The Public Interest 
International Women’s Leadership Association 
Jesuit Conference of the United States and Canada 
Joint Immigration Venture 
Justice and Peace Committee of the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
Latino Commission on AIDS 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
Leadership Team of the Felician Sisters of North America 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington Office 
Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity 
MomsRising 
NAFSA: Association of International Educators 
National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
National Association of Social Workers 
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) 
National Immigrant Justice Center 
National Immigration Forum 
National Immigration Law Center 
National Justice for Our Neighbors 
National Korean American Service and Education Consortium 
National Latin@ Network: Casa de Esperanza 
National LGBTQ Task Force Action Fund 
National Low Income Housing Coalition 
National Network to End Domestic Violence 
National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable 
National Women's Law Center 
Network for Environmental & Economic Responsibility of United Church of Christ 
NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby 
NOW 
Office of Peace, Justice and Ecological Integrity/Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 
Pax Christi USA 
Peace and Justice Office of the Congregation of Notre Dame 
PICO National Network 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Provincial Council of the Clerics of St. Viator (Viatorians) 
Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities Coalition 
Religious Sisters of Charity 
RESULTS 
SC Ministry Foundation 
Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters 
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5 
 

Sisters of Bon Secours, USA 
Sisters of Charity Federation 
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Congregational Leadership 
Sisters of Charity, BVM 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate 
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society 
United States Ursulines of the Roman Union 
United We Dream 
Voices for Progress 
Workers Defense Project 
YWCA USA 
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June  24,  2015  S
TA

TE
M
E
N
T  —

  LIR
S
  S
tatem

ent  regarding  proposed  D
H
S
  reform

s  to  fam
ily

im
m
igration  detention  policies

FO
R
  IM

M
E
D
IA
TE

  R
E
LE

A
S
E

P
ress  C

ontact:  M
iji  B

ell
M
B
ell@

lirs.org,  (410)  230-2841

(W
A
S
H
IN
G
TO

N
,  D

C
)  —

  Today,  D
epartm

ent  of  H
om

eland  S
ecurity  S

ecretary  Jeh  Johnson  announced  several  im
portant  reform

s  to  the  inhum
ane  practice  of

im
m
igration  fam

ily  detention.  This  action  cam
e  just  prior  to  a  press  conference  called  by  eight  m

em
bers  of  the  H

ouse  of  R
epresentatives  to  discuss  their  tour  of

tw
o  Texas  fam

ily  detention  facilities  earlier  this  w
eek.  In  recent  w

eeks,  136  m
em

bers  of  the  H
ouse  of  R

epresentatives  and  33  m
em

bers  of  the  S
enate  sent

letters  to  S
ecretary  Johnson  asking  the  O

bam
a  A

dm
inistration  to  end  the  practice  of  detaining  m

others  and  children  w
ho  have  fled  to  the  U

nited  S
tates  seeking

refuge.  O
ver  6,300  individuals  have  been  booked  into  a  fam

ily  detention  facility  since  July  2014;;  som
e  fam

ilies  have  now
  been  detained  for  over  a  year.

Lutheran  Im
m
igration  and  R

efugee  S
ervice  is  encouraged  that  the  O

bam
a  A

dm
inistration  is  now

  recognizing  that  the  practice  of  fam
ily  detention  is  an  inefficient

use  of  federal  resources.  D
etaining  fam

ilies  is  also  inherently  inhum
ane.  W

hile  the  m
easures  S

ecretary  Johnson  is  proposing  m
ay  m

ake  detention  stays  shorter
for  som

e,  LIR
S
  rem

ains  concerned  that  detention  of  m
others  and  children  w

ho  have  sought  protection  in  the  U
.S
.  w

ill  still  result  in  unnecessary  and  enduring
spiritual,  psychological  and  em

otional  suffering.

“It  is  not  against  the  law
  to  arrive  at  our  borders  seeking  asylum

  in  the  U
nited  S

tates,”  said  Linda  H
artke,  P

resident  and  C
E
O
  of  LIR

S
.  “These  are  m

others  and
their  babies  fleeing  terrible  and  unfathom

able  violence  and  evil  w
ho  deserve  to  be  com

forted  and  w
elcom

ed  by  our  great  nation.”

LIR
S
  rem

ains  firm
  in  our  position  that  there  is  no  hum

ane  w
ay  to  detain  fam

ilies  for  any  length  of  tim
e  in  secure  facilities.  W

e  im
plore  the  A

dm
inistration  to

explore  low
er-cost,  m

ore  hum
ane  options  such  as  case  m

anagem
ent  and  com

m
unity-based  release  program

s  that  provide  support,  achieve  the  governm
ent’s

goals,  and  cost  tax-payers  significantly  less  m
oney.

“There  is  no  justification  for  jailing  m
others  and  children  w

ho  com
e  to  our  country  seeking  protection,”  says  B

rittney  N
ystrom

,  LIR
S
  director  for  advocacy.  “W

e
w
ill  not  be  satisfied  w

ith  changes  or  patches.  This  inhum
ane  and  dam

aging  practice  needs  to  end.”
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Founded  in  1939,  Lutheran  Im
m
igration  and  R

efugee  S
ervice  is  the  second  largest  refugee  resettlem

ent  agency  in  the  U
nited  S

tates.  It  is  nationally  recognized
for  its  leadership  advocating  w

ith  refugees,  asylum
  seekers,  unaccom

panied  children,  im
m
igrants  in  detention,  fam

ilies  fractured  by  m
igration  and  other

vulnerable  populations.  Through  m
ore  than  75  years  of  service  and  advocacy,  LIR

S
  has  helped  over  500,000  m

igrants  and  refugees  rebuild  their  lives  in
A
m
erica.
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March 26, 2015 
 
 
Honorable Barack H. Obama 
President 
United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Mr. President: 
 
As faith leaders representing churches, synagogues, and faith-based organizations in the United 
States who are deeply committed to upholding this country’s moral leadership to protect children 
and the sanctity of the family, we call on you to end the harsh policy of family detention and 
employ alternatives to detention where deemed necessary.  We believe this practice to be 
inhumane and harmful to the physical, emotional, and mental well-being of this vulnerable 
population.  
 
We also believe that it is inappropriate and unjust to seek to deter anyone, especially a woman 
and her children, from fleeing violence in their homeland to seek safe haven in the United States.  
A recent decision by the U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C., which issued an injunction 
halting the detention of families, agreed with this assessment, concluding that a strategy of 
deterrence does not warrant the deprivation of individual liberty.  
 
As people of faith, we are guided by admonitions to care for and protect children. Studies have 
shown that detention has a harmful psychological effect on children, in which they grow 
despondent, lose weight, and do not advance in their intellectual or emotional growth.  Detention 
also undermines family bonds and parental authority.  Moreover, children and their parent(s) 
have already experienced trauma on their journey, with many of the women having endured 
sexual violence.  Placing survivors of violence in detention only adds to their trauma and sense 
of insecurity.  It also subjects them to possible further emotional or physical abuse. 
 
These families are not a threat to our communities—they pose no risk to our safety and have 
committed no crimes. They are themselves fleeing real forms of terror, with a majority having 
valid asylum claims.  While in detention they have less ability to access counsel to help them 
with their claims, leaving them without due process protections. Their detention also hinders the 
ability to gather evidence of their persecution, diminishing their chances of obtaining protection. 
 
Instead of incarcerating these vulnerable families, we urge you to reconsider the need to detain 
them and release them on their recognizance or explore other alternatives, such as placement in a 
community-based case management program.   
 
Mr. President, detaining mothers and babies who come to this country in search of refuge from 
violence and abuse is morally troubling.  The Bible is very clear—we are called to welcome the 
stranger.  We ask you to consider whether you are prepared for your legacy to include the 
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purposeful detention of innocent mothers and babies in furthering an ineffective policy of 
deterrence that violates fundamental tenants of our faiths and the American ideal of providing 
freedom and refuge to the persecuted. The incarceration of vulnerable mothers and children 
fleeing violence in their home countries is a stain on the record of this Administration.   
 
We urge you to reverse course on this policy and implement alternatives for all families in 
immigration detention which are humane and uphold the human rights of this vulnerable 
population.  Our faith communities are ready and willing to welcome and assist families seeking 
refuge.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
U.S. Catholic Bishops 
 
Most Reverend Gustavo Garcia-Siller 
Archbishop of San Antonio, Texas 
 
Most Reverend Thomas Wenski 
Archbishop of Miami, FL 
 
Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio 
Bishop of Brooklyn, NY 
 
Most Reverend Eusebio Elizondo 
Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle, WA 
 
Most Reverend Gerald Kicanas 
Bishop of Tucson, AZ 
 
Most Reverend Mark Seitz 
Bishop of El Paso, Texas 
 
Most Reverend Jaime Soto 
Bishop of Sacramento, CA 
 
Most Reverend James Tamayo 
Bishop of Laredo, Texas 
 
Most Reverend Anthony B. Taylor 
Bishop of Little Rock, AR 
 
Most Reverend John C. Wester 
Bishop of Salt Lake City, UT 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA 
 
Bishop Abraham Allende, Northeastern 
Ohio Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Jon Anderson, Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod, ELCA  
 
Bishop Jim Arends, La Crosse Area Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Jeff Barrow, Greater Milwaukee 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew, New Jersey 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Leonard Bolick, North Carolina 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Terry Brandt, Eastern North Dakota 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Dave Brauer-Rieke, Oregon Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Michael Burk, Southeastern Iowa 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Claire S. Burkat, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 
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Bishop Jessica Crist, Montana Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Steven Delzer, Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Suzanne Dillahunt, Southern Ohio 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Robert L. Driesen, Upper 
Susquehanna Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Ralph Dunkin, West Virginia-West 
Maryland Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Jim Dunlop, Lower Susquehanna 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop R. Guy Erwin, Southwest California 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Murray D. Finck, Pacifica Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Mary Froiland, South-Central Synod 
of Wisconsin, ELCA 
 
Bishop William Gafkjen, Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Michael Girlinghouse, Arkansas-
Oklahoma Synod, ELCA  
 
Bishop Julian Gordy, Southeastern Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Richard H. Graham, Metropolitan 
Washington, D. C. Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Roger Gustafson, Central States 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Wolfgang Herz-Lane, Delaware-
Maryland Synod, ELCA 
 

Bishop Mark Holmerud, Sierra Pacific 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Rick Hoyme, Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin, ELCA 
 
Bishop Richard Jaech, Southwestern 
Washington Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Kevin S. Kanouse, Northern Texas-
Northern Louisiana Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Donald P. Kreiss, Southeast 
Michigan Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Marcus C. Lohrmann, Northwestern 
Ohio Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Brian Maas, Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop John Macholtz, Upstate New York 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Gerald Mansholt, Central Synod of 
Wisconsin, ELCA 
 
Bishop James Mauney, Virginia Synod, 
ELCA  
 
Bishop Wayne Miller, Metropolitan Chicago 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Mark Narum, Western North Dakota 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Rodger Prois, Western Iowa Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Michael Rhyne, Allegheny Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Robert Rimbo, Metropolitan New 
York Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Michael Rinehart, Texas-Louisiana 
Gulf Coast Synod, ELCA 
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Bishop S. John Roth, Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Craig Satterlee, North/West Lower 
Michigan Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Robert Schaefer, Florida-Bahamas 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Ann Svennungsen, Minneapolis 
Area Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Steve Talmage, Grand Canyon 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Ray Tiemann, Southwestern Texas 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Steven Ullestad, Northeastern Iowa 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop B. Kirby Unti, Northwest 
Washington Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Shelley Wickstrom, Alaska Synod, 
ELCA 
 
Bishop Lawrence R. Wohlrabe, 
Northwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA  
 
Bishop Gary Wollersheim, Northern Illinois 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop Herman Yoos, South Carolina 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Bishop David B Zellmer, South Dakota 
Synod, ELCA 
 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
 
Rev. John R Denninger, President, 
Southeastern District, LCMS 
 
Rev. Kurtis D. Schultz, President, Southern 
District, LCMS 

Rev. Dr. Larry Stoterau, President, Pacific 
Southwest District, LCMS 
 
Rev. Gregory S. Walton, President, Florida-
Georgia District, LCMS 
 
National Hispanic Evangelical Coalition 
 
Dr. Gabriel Salguero 
President, National Hispanic Evangelical 
Coalition 
Pastor, Lambs Church 
 
Jewish Leaders 
 
Robert Cohen, Executive Director, Jewish 
Community Relations Council of 
Metropolitan Detroit 
 
Rabbi Michael E. Feinberg, Executive 
Director, Greater New York Labor-Religion 
Coalition 
 
Rabbi Eli Freedman 
 
Rabbi Jonathan D. Klein, Executive 
Director, Clergy and Laity United for  
Economic Justice (CLUE-LA) 
 
Rabbi George Stern 
 
Christian Reformed Church North America 
 
Dr. Steve Timmermans, Executive Director, 
Christian Reformed Church North America 
 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Geoffrey A. Black, General Minister 
and President, United Church of Christ  
 
Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo, Executive 
Minister, Justice and Witness Ministries, 
United Church of Christ 
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Rev. James Moos, Executive Minister, 
Wider Church Ministries, United Church of 
Christ 

Rev. J. Bennett Guess, Executive Minister, 
Local Church Ministries, United Church of 
Christ
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AILA  Doc  No.  15051462  |  Dated  May  14,  2015

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE

Thursday,  May  14,  2015

CONTACTS:

George  Tzamaras
202-507-7649
gtzamaras@aila.org

Belle  Woods
202-507-7675
bwoods@aila.org

WASHINGTON,  DC  -  Leslie  A.  Holman,  President  of  the  American  Immigration  Lawyers
Association  (AILA),  responded  to  the  announcement  of  plans  by  Immigration  and  Customs
Enforcement  (ICE)  for  "enhanced  oversight  for  family  residential  centers"  with  the  following
statement:

"After  months  of  detailing  the  many  failures  of  the  family  detention  apparatus  by  AILA  and
other  stakeholders,  after  months  of  ICE  ignoring  those  failures  and  neglecting  to  act,  the
announcement  is,  at  its  core,  almost  meaningless.  Yes,  better  oversight  of  operations  and
greater  access  for  desperately  needed  pro  bono  legal  services  are  long  overdue.  However,  the
rest  of  this  announcement  is  lipstick  on  a  pig.

"ICE  announced  that  now  they  will  work  with  stakeholders  'to  listen  and  discuss  their  concerns
regarding  family  residential  centers.'  Are  you  kidding  me?  The  concerns  have  been  expressed
exhaustively.  Are  they  saying  that  now  they  are  going  to  finally  listen?  If  so,  why  did  they
issue  this  'more  of  the  same'  release?

"Mothers  trying  to  find  refuge  from  violence  for  their  children  should  never  have  been  detained
in  the  first  place.  Yet  they  are  treated  as  though  they  are  threats  to  public  safety  or  national
security.  One  example  is  Melida  and  her  four-year-old  daughter  Estrella,  locked  up  for  nine
months  and  counting;;  Estrella's  health  has  deteriorated  under  the  stress  of  detention  and  she
has  lost  weight  and  is  chronically  ill.  They  have  had  the  review  process  that  this  announcement
says  will  be  extended  to  others.  The  result?  They  remain  in  indefinite  detention.  And  they  are
not  alone  in  this.  How  can  anyone  take  seriously  the  announced  review  process  when  it
already  has  proven  worthless?
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"Will  an  agency  that  has  fought  for  detention  without  bond  for  victims  of  domestic  abuse  be
able  to  'ensure  the  designated  bond  amount  continues  to  be  appropriate'?  That  implies  that
they  were  appropriate  in  the  first  place,  yet  when  finally  forced  by  a  court  to  issue  bonds,  ICE
has  issued  them  in  amounts  that  are  so  unattainable  as  to  be  equivalent  to  no  bond.  It  has
only  been  through  lengthy  immigration  court  processes  that  bonds  have  been  brought  within
reason.

"This  new  announcement  does  almost  nothing  to  address  the  fundamental  issue  that  there  is
no  humane  way  to  detain  families.  Instead  of  five  new  action  items,  the  Administration  should
turn  instead  to  smart  solutions  and  end  family  detention  once  and  for  all.  No  innocent  child
and  courageous  mother  should  waste  away  in  a  jail."

###

The  American  Immigration  Lawyers  Association  is  the  national  association  of  immigration
lawyers  established  to  promote  justice,  advocate  for  fair  and  reasonable  immigration  law  and
policy,  advance  the  quality  of  immigration  and  nationality  law  and  practice,  and  enhance  the
professional  development  of  its  members.

Cite  as  AILA  Doc.  No.  15051462.
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For Immediate Release 
 

Government Shows No Signs of Backing Down on Family Detention 

  

May 14, 2015  

Washington D.C. - Yesterday, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
announced  efforts  to  “enhance  oversight”  to help ensure that families are detained 
in  “safe  and  humane  facilities”  and  in  doing  so  demonstrated  no  signs  of  
reevaluating its misguided family detention policy. The American Immigration 
Council welcomes efforts to increase access to legal counsel, improve detention 
conditions, and provide for more supervisory review of custody determinations, but 
yesterday’s  announcement  misses  the  mark.  It  is  simply  unlawful,  inhumane,  and  
unnecessary to detain children and mothers on a large scale, and the government 
must begin taking steps to roll back its strategy of detaining those fleeing violence 
and persecution. 

This week, the American Immigration Council, along with other groups, toured the newly 
built family detention center in Dilley, Texas. As of Tuesday, 776 children and women were 
detained there, increased from an initial capacity of 480. Construction on the 50-acre 
property is scheduled to be completed by the end of the month, and ICE will have the 
capacity to detain 2400 individuals there. The scale is unprecedented, and as the 
population has grown, the need for legal services for the families has rapidly overwhelmed 
pro bono resources.   

  
The CARA Family Detention Pro Bono Project is working onsite to meet with as many 
women as possible to help them navigate the complex immigration process. But as the 
population grows exponentially week after week—and given the sheer volume and speed 
at which legal proceedings are taking place—many women have no opportunity to even 
talk to a lawyer (let alone work with a lawyer to prepare) before their legal proceeding are 
underway or even completed.   

The administration seems unable or unwilling to acknowledge that these women 
and children are fleeing undeniable violence in their home countries and that we 
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should be treating them as refugees. We must honor our obligations under 
international law and must ensure that asylum seekers are afforded basic due 
process rights, including  the  right  to  counsel.  Installing  additional  “oversight  
mechanisms”  will  not  remedy  the  injustices  taking  place  in  our  rapidly  expanding  
family detention system. The only viable option is for the government to end the 
shameful practice of detaining these families and redirect the time and resources of 
the agency toward release or, when necessary, the investment in viable, less 
expensive alternatives to detention that are safer,  effective and more humane.  

### 

  

For more information, contact Wendy Feliz at wfeliz@immcouncil.org or 202-507-
7524. 

  

 

 

You have received this email through your subscription to the American Immigration Council's email 
list. If you did not subscribe, or would no longer like to receive email updates, unsubscribe here. 
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7H[DV�DGYRFDWHV�WKURZ�FROG�ZDWHU�RQ�,&(¶V�SURPLVHV�
WR�µIL[�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ¶�

Federal officials say they’ll try harder ahead of a legal decision that many think is likely 
to dismantle the policy of detaining refugee families�

�

�$XVWLQ��7(;$6��²�7H[DV�LPPLJUDWLRQ�DGYRFDWHV�DQG�DWWRUQH\V�WRGD\�GHULGHG�DQ�,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�
&XVWRPV�(QIRUFHPHQW��,&(�¶V�DQQRXQFHPHQW�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�³HQKDQFH�RYHUVLJKW´�DW�WKH�QRWRULRXV�GHWHQWLRQ�
FDPSV�LQ�7H[DV�DQG�3HQQV\OYDQLD�IRU�DV\OXP�VHHNLQJ�IDPLOLHV��
�

6LQFH�ODVW�VXPPHU��PRPHQWXP�KDV�EHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�WR�HQG�WKH�GHWHQWLRQ�RI�LPPLJUDQW�PRWKHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�
LQ�VHFXUH�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ�.DUQHV�&LW\��7H[DV��'LOOH\��7H[DV��DQG�%HUNV�&RXQW\��3HQQV\OYDQLD��,Q�-XO\������
PRUH�WKDQ�����IDLWK��LPPLJUDQW�ULJKWV��DQG�FLYLO�ULJKWV�DQG�FLYLO�OLEHUWLHV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VHQW�D�OHWWHU�FDOOLQJ�
RQ�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\�RIILFLDOV�WR�UHFRQVLGHU�SODQV�WR�SXW�IDPLOLHV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�SULVRQ�OLNH�GHWHQWLRQ�
FHQWHUV��2Q�0D\����PRUH�WKDQ�����SHRSOH�VKXW�GRZQ�7H[DV�+LJKZD\����DV�WKH\�PDUFKHG�WR�WKH�'LOOH\��
7H[DV�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�FDPS�WR�SURWHVW�WKH�SROLF\�RI�ORFNLQJ�XS�UHIXJHH�ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�FDOO�IRU�
WKH�FORVXUH�RI�DOO�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�FDPSV��0RVW�UHFHQWO\��WKH�8�6��&RQIHUHQFH�RI�&DWKROLF�%LVKRSV�LVVXHG�D�
VWDWHPHQW�RQ�0D\�����FDOOLQJ�IRU�D�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPPLJUDQW�GHWHQWLRQ�V\VWHP��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�HQG�WKH�
XVH�RI�GHWHQWLRQ�IRU�YXOQHUDEOH�JURXSV�LQFOXGLQJ�IDPLOLHV�DQG�DV\OXP�VHHNHUV���7KH�%LVKRSV�VWDWHPHQW�
IROORZHG�DQ�RXWSRXULQJ�RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�IURP�PDQ\�IDLWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
�

,PSRUWDQW�VWULGHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�RQ�WKH�OHJDO�IURQW�DV�ZHOO��0RVW�UHFHQWO\��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�$SULO�������D�
IHGHUDO�MXGJH�LVVXHG�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�GHFLVLRQ�WR�HQIRUFH�WKH������)ORUHV�VHWWOHPHQW��ZKLFK�VHW�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�
WKH�FDUH�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�,16�FXVWRG\��7KH������VHWWOHPHQW�VWDWHV�FOHDUO\�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�PXVW�EH�KHOG�LQ�RSHQ��
OLFHQVHG�FKLOGFDUH�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�UHOHDVHG�ILUVW�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��0DQ\�REVHUYHUV�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�LI�WKH�)ORUHV�VHWWOHPHQW�ZHUH�IXOO\�HQIRUFHG��LW�ZRXOG�GLVPDQWOH�WKH�HQWLUH�V\VWHP�RI�LPPLJUDQW�IDPLO\�
GHWHQWLRQ�LQ�VHFXUH�IDFLOLWLHV�RSHUDWHG�E\�IRU�SURILW�SULVRQ�FRUSRUDWLRQV��3DUWLHV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�
RI�QHJRWLDWLQJ�D�VHWWOHPHQW�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�MXGJH¶V�SUHOLPLQDU\�GHFLVLRQ�DQG�D�ILQDO�QHJRWLDWLRQ�LV�VFKHGXOHG�
IRU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKLV�PRQWK���
�

$GYRFDWHV�LQ�7H[DV�URXQGO\�UHMHFWHG�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�FDPSV�FDQ�EH�LPSURYHG�DQG�
LQVWHDG�UHLWHUDWHG�WKHLU�FDOO�IRU�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�FORVXUH�RI�WKH�IRU�SURILW�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ�.DUQHV�&LW\�DQG�'LOOH\��
7H[DV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�RQH�LQ�%HUN�&RXQW\��3HQQV\OYDQLD��
�

³:KLOH�IDPLOLHV�DQG�OLWWOH�FKLOGUHQ�VXIIHU�LQ�WKHVH�GHWHQWLRQ�FDPSV��SULYDWH�SULVRQ�FRUSRUDWLRQV�DUH�SURILWLQJ�
IURP�HYHU\�EHG�DQG�HYHU\�FULE�´�VDLG�%RE�/LEDO��H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�RI�*UDVVURRWV�/HDGHUVKLS�LQ�
$XVWLQ���³)DPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�FDQQRW�EH�µIL[HG�¶�7KH�RQO\�IL[�LV�WR�HQG�WKH�SROLF\�RI�ORFNLQJ�XS�IDPLOLHV�DQG�
FKLOGUHQ��WR�FORVH�WKH�GHWHQWLRQ�FDPSV�SHUPDQHQWO\��DQG�WR�QHYHU�DJDLQ�UHWXUQ�WR�WKLV�VKDPHIXO�SROLF\�´��
�

7H[DQV�8QLWHG�IRU�)DPLOLHV��WKH�FRPPXQLW\�JURXS�WKDW�RUJDQL]HG�WKH�PDVVLYH�SURWHVW�LQ�'LOOH\��7H[DV�RQ�
0D\����UHPDLQV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�VHHLQJ�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�HQGHG�IRU�JRRG���
�

³$OO�GHWHQWLRQ�LV�LPPRUDO�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�LOOHJDO��3HUKDSV�VHHLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�KHOG�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�ZLOO��SURKLELWHG�
IURP�OHDYLQJ�DQ�HQFORVHG�IDFLOLW\��LV�WKH�PRVW�JODULQJ�DQG�VREHULQJ�IRUP�RI�WKLV�LPSULVRQPHQW��³(QKDQFLQJ�
RYHUVLJKW´�LV�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�FRQGRQLQJ�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWHUV�DQG�UHYHDOV�D�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�
ZURQJ�LVVXHV�´�VDLG�5DNKL�$JUDZDO��7H[DQV�8QLWHG�IRU�)DPLOLHV�PHPEHU����
�
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$VWULG�'RPLQJXH]��$GYRFDF\�&RRUGLQDWRU�RI�WKH�$&/8�RI�7H[DV�VDLG���7KH�IDFW�UHPDLQV�WKDW�GHWDLQLQJ�
YXOQHUDEOH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKHLU�PRWKHUV�LQ�IHGHUDO�GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWHUV�LV�VLPSO\�ZURQJ�DQG�LQKXPDQH��7KHVH�
DUH�ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�DUH�IOHHLQJ�XQVSHDNDEOH�YLROHQFH�DQG�WUDXPD��\HW�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WR�ORFN�WKHP�
XS�GHVSLWH�FOHDU�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�MDLO�FRQGLWLRQV�SURIRXQGO\�KDUP�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DOO�VXUYLYRUV�RI�YLROHQFH��7KH�
RQO\�ULJKW�WKLQJ�IRU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�GR�LV�FORVH�WKHVH�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�LQYHVW�LQ�WKH�IDU�OHVV�FRVWO\�
DOWHUQDWLYHV�WKDW�H[LVW�´��
$WWRUQH\V�ZKR�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�ILUVW�KDQG�IRU�PDQ\�PRQWKV��MRLQHG�DGYRFDWHV�
LQ�WKHLU�DVVHUWLRQV�WKDW�GHWHQWLRQ�FDQQRW�EH�PDGH�PRUH�SDODWDEOH�ZLWK�WZHDNV�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�SROLF\��
7KH\�WRR��VD\�WKDW�FORVLQJ�WKH�FDPSV�LV�WKH�RQO\�DQVZHU���
�

³/RFNLQJ�XS�UHIXJHH�FKLOGUHQ�LV�LPPRUDO��XQFRQVFLRQDEOH��XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO��DQG�XQZLVH���(YHU\�FUHGLEOH�
SV\FKRORJLVW��VRFLDO�ZRUNHU��DQG�VRFLDO�VFLHQFH�UHVHDUFKHU�NQRZV�WKDW�GHWHQWLRQ�FDXVHV�VHYHUH�GDPDJH�
WR�FKLOGUHQ��GDPDJH�WKDW�LV�ORQJ�ODVWLQJ�DQG�OLNHO\�SHUPDQHQW���<RX�FDQQRW��IL[��IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ��\RX�
FDQQRW�PDNH�LW�SUHWW\�RU�QLFH�RU�WROHUDEOH���)DPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�PXVW�HQG�´�VDLG�9LUJLQLD�5D\PRQG��DQ�$XVWLQ�
EDVHG�DWWRUQH\�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�VHYHUDO�IDPLOLHV�DW�.DUQHV���
�

3URIHVVRU�%DUEDUD�+LQHV��DWWRUQH\��UHWLUHG�ODZ�SURIHVVRU�DQG�WKH�IRUPHU�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7H[DV�
DW�$XVWLQ�6FKRRO�RI�/DZ�,PPLJUDWLRQ�&OLQLF��DGGHG���1RZ�WKDW�,&(�KDV�DEDQGRQHG�LWV�LOO�WKRXJKW�DQG�LOOHJDO�
XVH�RI�GHWHUUHQFH�DV�D�SUHWH[W�WR�ORFN�XS�PRWKHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��LW�VKRXOG�UHOHDVH�IDPLOLHV�LPPHGLDWHO\�DV�
WKHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�GHWDLQ�DV\OXP�VHHNHUV��,&(
V�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�LV�PHUHO\�D�SRVW�KRF�OLWLJDWLRQ�VWDQFH�LQ�
OLJKW�RI�WKH�)ORUHV�OLWLJDWLRQ���1RWKLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�ZRXOG�SXW�,&(�LQ�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�)ORUHV�VHWWOHPHQW�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�EH�KHOG�LQ�QRQVHFXUH��VWDWH�OLFHQVHG�
IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�EH�UHOHDVHG�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�SRVVLEOH��,&(�IDFLOLWLHV�DUH�QRW�VDIH�DQG�KXPDQH���,Q�IDFW��
LW�LV�FOHDU�EDVHG�RQ�P\�H[SHULHQFH�DW�WKH�.DUQHV�GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWHU�DQG�WKH�DEXVHV�WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�
WKHUH��WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�KXPDQH�RU�PRUDO�ZD\�WR�ORFN�XS�IDPLOLHV�LQ�IRU�SURILW�GHWHQWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV��,&(�KDV�
LJQRUHG�VWDNHKROGHUV�EHIRUH�DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�DOPRVW�RQH�\HDU�RI�WKLV�VKDPHIXO�SUDFWLFH�RI�ORFNLQJ�XS�
IDPLOLHV��,�GR�QRW�WKLQN�WKDW�,&(�LV�VLQFHUHO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�DGYRFDWHV�WR�HQG�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ���
�

$�JURXS�RI�ZRPHQ�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�RQ�PXOWLSOH�KXQJHU�VWULNHV�LQVLGH�.DUQHV�WR�SURWHVW�WKHLU�OHQJWK\�
GHWHQWLRQ�VHQW�D�OHWWHU�WR�3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�HDUO\�WKLV�ZHHN�ZKHUH�WKH\�H[SODLQHG�ZK\�GHWHQWLRQ�LWVHOI�LV�VR�
KDUPIXO�WR�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ���
�

³:H�KDYH�FDVHV�RI�UHDVRQDEOH�RU�FUHGLEOH�IHDU��:H�GR�QRW�IHHO�WKDW�ZH�DUH�LQ�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�GR�
RXU�ILQDO�FDVH�KHDULQJV�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�ORFNHG�XS�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�LQ�SRRU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��:H�VXIIHU�IURP�
FRQVWDQW�KHDGDFKHV��ZH�FDQ¶W�VOHHS�IRU�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�VR�PDQ\�SUREOHPV��)RU�WKHVH�UHDVRQV��PDQ\�
PRWKHUV�ORRVH�>VLF@�ZKHQ�WKH\�JR�WR�WKHLU�ILQDO�KHDULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�MXGJH��2XU�FKLOGUHQ�GRQ¶W�HDW��WKH\�GRQ¶W�
ZDQW�WR�JR�WR�VFKRRO��DQG�WKH\�IHHO�EDG�ZKHQ�WKH\�VHH�KXQGUHGV�RI�IDPLOLHV�FRPH�DQG�JR�IURP�WKLV�
GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWHU��:KDW�ZRUULHV�XV�WKH�PRVW�LV�WKDW�WKH�>VLF@�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�WKURZ�WKHPVHOYHV�RII�
WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZRQ¶W�OHW�XV�OHDYH��2WKHU�DGROHVFHQWV�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�SUHIHU�WR�WLH�D�
VKHHW�DURXQG�WKHLU�QHFNV�DQG�NLOO�WKHPVHOYHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�QR�ORQJHU�ZDQW�WR�EH�GHWDLQHG�KHUH��:H�FRPH�
IOHHLQJ�IURP�YLROHQFH�LQ�RXU�KRPH�FRXQWULHV��VHHNLQJ�UHIXJH�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�KHUH��EXW�ZH�QHYHU�WKRXJKW�
WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�WUHDW�XV�OLNH�WKLV��:H�KDYH�EHHQ�GHVSLVHG��KXPLOLDWHG��GHFHLYHG��DQG�UHMHFWHG�´�
WKH\�ZURWH���

����

Cristina�Parker�
Immigration�Projects�Director�
Grassroots�Leadership�
office:�512Ͳ499Ͳ8111�
cell:�915Ͳ497Ͳ2747�
www.grassrootsleadership.org�
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0RKDPPDG�$EGROODKL�

&HOO���������������

0HGLD#5DLFHV7H[DV�RUJ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
0D\����������

��

2EDPD�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�3ROLF\�RQ�)DPLO\�'HWHQWLRQ�&RQWLQXHV�
WR�9LRODWH�WKH�/DZ�	�)ORUHV�6HWWOHPHQW�

7KH�2EDPD�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
V�QHZO\�DQQRXQFHG�HQKDQFHG�RYHUVLJKW�RI�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�IDLOV�WR�
PHDQLQJIXOO\�DGGUHVV�WKH�OLIHORQJ�LPSDFW�GHWHQWLRQ�KDV�KDG��DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�KDYH��RQ�
YXOQHUDEOH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�PRWKHUV�IOHHLQJ�YLROHQFH���6LQFH�EHJLQQLQJ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�IDPLO\�
GHWHQWLRQ�LQ�-XO\�RI�������,&(�KDV�GLVPLVVHG�HYHU\�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�DV�OLHV�DQG�
UXPRUV��,I�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�WKH�URV\�LPDJH�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SDLQWHG�E\�,&(��WKHUH�ZRXOG�
EH�QR�QHHG�IRU�WKHVH�UHPHGLDO��HQKDQFHPHQWV���

³7KH�WLPLQJ�RI�WKLV�DQQRXQFHPHQW�FRQVSLFXRXVO\�FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�FRXUW�RUGHUHG�VHWWOHPHQW�
QHJRWLDWLRQV�IRU�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)ORUHV�SURWHFWLRQV�WR�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ��7KH�
JRYHUQPHQW
V�VWDWHPHQW�DSSHDUV�LQWHQGHG�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�SURFHVV�DQG�WDNHV�QR�DFWLRQV�
WR�DFWXDOO\�SURWHFW�FKLOGUHQ�VHHNLQJ�UHIXJH�´�-RQDWKDQ�5\DQ��([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�5HIXJHH�
DQG�,PPLJUDQW�&HQWHU�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�/HJDO�6HUYLFHV��

�1RZ�WKDW�,&(�KDV�DEDQGRQHG�LWV�LOO�WKRXJKW�DQG�LOOHJDO�XVH�RI�GHWHUUHQFH�DV�D�SUHWH[W�WR�ORFN�XS�
PRWKHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��LW�VKRXOG�UHOHDVH�IDPLOLHV�LPPHGLDWHO\�DV�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�GHWDLQ�
DV\OXP�VHHNHUV��,&(
V�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�LV�PHUHO\�D�SRVW�KRF�OLWLJDWLRQ�VWDQFH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�)ORUHV�
OLWLJDWLRQ���1RWKLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�ZRXOG�SXW�,&(�LQ�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�
WKH�)ORUHV�VHWWOHPHQW�´�3URIHVVRU�%DUEDUD�+LQHV��DWWRUQH\��IRUPHU�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
7H[DV�DW�$XVWLQ�6FKRRO�RI�/DZ�,PPLJUDWLRQ�&OLQLF��

�7KH�2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LV�IHHOLQJ�SXEOLF�SUHVVXUH�DERXW�LWV�SROLF\�RI�LQGHILQLWH�LPSULVRQPHQW�
RI�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�LQVWHDG�RI�UHOHDVLQJ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��KDV�GHFLGHG�WR�GRXEOH�GRZQ��,&(
V�RYHUVLJKW�
JXLGHOLQHV�FKDQJH�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW
V�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�NHHS�LPSULVRQLQJ�FKLOG�
UHIXJHHV���'DYLG�%HQQLRQ��DWWRUQH\�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�IDPLOLHV�LQ�WKH�%HUNV�'HWHQWLRQ�&DPS�LQ�
3HQQV\OYDQLD��

2I�WKH�����FKLOGUHQ�DQG�PRWKHUV�FXUUHQWO\�KHOG�DW�WKH�.DUQHV�'HWHQWLRQ�&DPS�LQ�6RXWK�7H[DV��DW�
OHDVW�����KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�FXVWRG\�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����GD\V��$W�OHDVW����IDPLOLHV�DW�WKH�IDFLOLW\�KDYH�
EHHQ�KHOG�VLQFH�LW�ILUVW�RSHQHG�LQ�$XJXVW�RI�������0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�XQGHUJRQH�
���GD\�FXVWRG\�UH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQV��DQG�,&(�KDV�DOZD\V�VDLG�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�QRW�HOLJLEOH�IRU�UHOHDVH�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V�GHWHUUHQFH�VWUDWHJ\��,I�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LV�QR�ORQJHU�XVLQJ�
WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�WR�VHQG�D�PHVVDJH�RI�GHWHUUHQFH�WR�RWKHUV��WKHQ�ZK\�DUH�WKH\�VWLOO�EHKLQG�
EDUV"�
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³7KH�RQO\�VROXWLRQ�KHUH�LV�IRU�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�HQG�WR�WKH�MDLOLQJ�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�PRWKHUV��
:H�FDOO�IRU�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�HQG�WR�IDPLO\�GHWHQWLRQ�´�-RQDWKDQ�5\DQ��

### �

RAICES mission is to provide justice to immigrant families by providing them with access to pro-
bono legal services. Since August, RAICES has been coordinating the Karnes Family Pro-Bono 
Project. Through the Project we have helped over 400 families detained inside Karnes and know 

first-hand the harm these children face.�

�

�
�
�
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