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ICE detainee passes away in transit to home country

CAIRO – An Eritrean national in transit to his home country passed away Wednesday at a detention
holding area in the Cairo International Airport, after an apparent suicide.

Zeresenay Ermias Testfatsion, 34, was being held by Egyptian authorities as he awaited removal to
Asmara, Eritrea. Egyptian authorities later notified ICE that they found him deceased in a shower area.
Egyptian officials later transported the remains to Heliopolis Hospital.

Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Inspector General and the ICE Office of Professional
Responsibility were notified of the incident.

Additionally, Egyptian authorities will advise the Embassy of Eritrea of Testfatsion’s death and take
responsibility for transporting the remains to Asmara, Eritrea.

Testfatsion had been in ICE custody since Feb. 2, 2017, following his arrest at the Hidalgo, Texas Port of
Entry after he attempted to unlawfully enter the United States. In October 2017, a federal immigration
judge ordered Testfatsion removed from the U.S. He had remained in ICE custody while the agency
finalized removal arrangements.
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