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Talking Points for Press - 2007

Statistics:  

Annually, about 500,000 people naturalize (become citizens) every year. In 2005 604,280 immigrants became U.S. citizens, including 14,817 here in Washington State.  

Applications for citizenship increased more than 19 percent over the 2005 fiscal year, with 721,268 immigrants seeking to become naturalized in fiscal 2006, according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services officials.
Benefits of becoming a citizen:

1. your Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) children under the age of 18 become citizens once you naturalize 

2. you can vote

3. you can travel on a U.S. passport and don’t need a visa to visit many countries

4. it speeds up the process of reuniting with family members (spouse, unmarried children)

5. Additionally, you can now apply to reunite with your parents and your siblings

6. you become eligible for certain government jobs

Naturalization Eligibility

1 Be at least 18 years old by the date you file

2 Have been a lawful permanent resident for at least the last five years (or three years, if married to a U.S. citizen).  

3 Have been present in the U.S. for 2-1/2 of the past five years (or 1 ½ of the past three, if married to a U.S. citizen), and have not been outside the U.S. for one year or more within the last five years (or three years, if married to a U.S. citizen)

4 Have been a resident of the state from which you are filing your application for at least three months

5 Be able to speak, read, and write ordinary English

6 Be able to pass a U.S. history and government exam

7 Be a person of “good moral character” (this will be difficult to establish if you have failed to pay child support, taxes, or have been convicted of certain crimes, among other things)

8 Be willing to take an oath of loyalty to the U.S.

What is the Citizenship Day workshop?

The workshops are designed to provide comprehensive assistance to immigrants wishing to take their first steps toward naturalized U.S. citizenship

During the workshops, lawful permanent residents seeking to become citizens will have the opportunity to receive important guidance and advice from an attorney volunteering his/her time.  Applicants will receive assistance filling out all necessary documents required by the US Citizenship and Immigration Services ("CIS").  In addition, individuals attending the workshop will receive advice and information on future steps in the naturalization process, including interviews, English proficiency exams and civics tests administered by CIS.

National Event:

We have taken this to a national level!  Using the model and materials we developed last year in Washington State, over 20 AILA chapters across the nation are holding similar citizenship workshops on April 19th.  Those chapters are located in Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Carolina, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, Oklahoma, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Washington and Wisconsin. 

About AILA:

The American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) is the national association of over 11,000 attorneys and law professors who practice and teach immigration law.  Founded in 1946, the mission of AILA is to promote justice, advocate for fair and reasonable immigration law and policy, advance the quality of immigration and nationality law and practice, and enhance the professional development of its members.

The Washington State Chapter of AILA (numbering over 275 members throughout the state) strongly encourages its members to provide pro bono service to the community.  This annual citizenship workshop was conceived and developed to serve outlying areas where large communities of immigrants have little access to affordable legal immigration assistance.  

Partnership:

Members of local non profits have worked together with AILA for 6 months to realize the workshops.  The main partners are Columbia Legal Services, Hate Free Zone Washington, International Rescue Committee, Lutheran Community Services Northwest, Northwest Immigrant Rights Project and Northwest Justice Project.  However, many other organizations and individuals have assisted with promotion, outreach and volunteers.

Fee Increases

The US Citizenship and Immigration Service (CIS) recently published a proposed fee increase for their fees.  The steep increases proposed by CIS, which in some cases double the current fee, would put the goals of gaining U.S. citizenship and reuniting with family members out of reach for many in our community.  

The proposed fee for naturalization is particularly jarring.  As recently as 1998, the cost to apply for citizenship was $95.  In 2002, the costs (including fingerprinting fees) went up from $250 to $310.  The total fees are now $400, a fourfold increase in the past eight years.  Now CIS is proposing a further increase of 70%, to $675.  An immigrant working at a minimum-wage job would need to work for more than three weeks and save all of his earnings in order to pay this fee.  Note:  This is the fee per person, so a family would have to pay this amount for each member.

Even more startling is the proposed cost of filing for adjustment of status (getting a green card), which for many immigrants is the first step on the road leading to US citizenship.  The cost to apply for a green card (including fingerprinting fees) has risen from $130 in 1998 to $400 today.   Under the proposed rule, the price will rise to $985.  In other words, it will cost nearly $1,000 for an immigrant to get a green card and start the countdown to citizenship.  A minimum-wage immigrant worker would need to save a full month’s pay to afford the proposed fee.

Contributions of Immigrants:

 

…Immigrants are a net fiscal benefit to the U.S. economy

     According to a 1997 study by the National Research Council, “The average fiscal impact of immigrants…is positive in part because they tend to arrive at young working ages, in part because their descendants are expected to have higher skills and incomes, in part because they pay taxes for some items, such as national defense and interest on the federal debt, for which they do not impose costs, and in part because they will help to pay the public costs of the aging baby-boom generations.”

     The 2002 Economic Report of the President estimates that immigrants made a net contribution to the U.S. Gross Domestic Product of “between $1 billion and $14 billion” in 2000.

…Immigrants create jobs

     According to a 1994 Urban Institute study, “immigrants create more jobs than they themselves fill. They do so directly by starting new businesses and indirectly through their expenditures on U.S. goods and services.”

 

     According to the Selig Center for Economic Growth at the University of Georgia, Latino buying power totaled $736 billion in 2005 and is expected to increase to $1.1 trillion by 2010. Asian buying power totaled $397 billion in 2005 and is expected to increase to $579 billion by 2010.

     According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2002, 1.6 million Hispanic-owned firms provided jobs to 1.5 million employees, had receipts of $222 billion, and generated payroll of $36.7 billion. The same year, 1.1 million Asian-owned firms provided jobs to 2.2 million employees, had receipts of $326.4 billion, and generated payroll of $56 billion.

     Given that 40 percent of the 41.9 million Latinos and 67.3 percent of the 12.5 million Asians in the United States were foreign-born as of 2005, this amounts to hundreds of billions of dollars in immigrant purchasing power and entrepreneurship.

…Immigrants pay more in taxes than they consume in public benefits

     The National Research Council estimated in 1997 that “the average immigrant pays nearly $1,800 more in taxes than he or she costs in benefits.”  However, the net tax contribution of an immigrant and his or her descendants is $80,000.

     According to a 1998 study by the National Immigration Forum and the Cato Institute, immigrant households and businesses paid $162 billion in taxes to federal, state, and local governments in 1997. The study found that immigrants become net economic contributors after 10 to 15 years in the United States.

…Immigrants contribute to the Social Security system

     A 2005 study by the National Foundation for American Policy calculated that “over the next 50 years, new legal immigrants entering the United States will provide a net benefit of $407 billion in present value to America’s Social Security system.”

…Immigrants are a driving force in the housing market

     According to Harvard University’s Joint Center for Housing Studies, in 2001 there were more than 5.7 million foreign-born homeowners in the United States, representing $1.2 trillion in home value and $876 billion in home equity. In addition, “household growth, the primary driver of housing demand, may well exceed 12 million between 2000 and 2010” and immigrants will “contribute more than one-quarter of this net increase.”
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Talking points for CBOs

1. Based upon its success/popularity last year, AILA and its CBO partners (Asian Counseling and Referral Services, Casa Latina, Catholic Refugee & Immigrant Services, Centro Latino, Clallam-Jefferson County Pro Bono Lawyers, Comité Pro-Amnistia, El Centro de la Raza, Hate Free Zone, The Latina/o Bar Association of Washington (LBAW), Lutheran Community Services Northwest, Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, Sea Mar Community Health Center, Ukrainian Community Center, and Washington CAN!) are preparing for another Citizenship Day to be held from 10 am – 4 pm on April 19, 2008 in Centralia, Mt. Vernon, Pasco, Port Angeles, Tacoma, Tukwila, Wenatchee, and Yakima.

2. Pro bono AILA member attorneys, paralegals, and other volunteers will assist eligible legal permanent residents to prepare naturalization applications, and advise those with questions about naturalization. 

3. The workshop is not intended to compete with any naturalization assistance available locally but to supplement and support those efforts.

4. Because encounters with the police and justice system are often barriers to naturalization, at each site there will be an immigration attorney who specializes in criminal law and its consequences for immigration.  Clients can receive advice about “red flag issues” which might prevent them from applying for citizenship.
5. Insofar as we can determine need in advance, interpreters will be present to assist LEP (limited English proficiency) clients.

6. The workshops are open to all, regardless of income, so you are welcome to refer clients who exceed your income guidelines, as well as those who have “red flag” issues.

7. Each client served will be charged a fee of $20 per application to cover the costs of materials.  Some community programs receive funding to provide naturalization assistance for free to low income clients.  Again, we are trying to reach those who are not typically eligible to receive services from these programs either due to the need for immigration attorney advice regarding complications or exceeding income guidelines.

8. We invite you to be involved in this workshop.  You may become a full sponsoring partner by agreeing to help plan the workshops and by attending committee meetings in person or via a toll free number).  Even if you do not want to be a full sponsor you can help.  You may do outreach to the community (we will provide flyers in several languages and public service announcements), assist us with contacting the local media and organizations serving immigrants, assist with recruiting volunteers, assist with site logistics and set up, etc.  

9. If you or anyone you know is interested in volunteering, please contact (NAME OF SITE MANAGER).  We can use interpreters, paralegals, and others.   Training will be provided at the site in advance of the workshop.
10. If you have literature about your programs, you may give them to the site coordinator or bring them to the site to be available in the “lobby” for workshop participants.
11. If you have any questions or concerns, let’s talk about them.  We want to be respectful of and complement local efforts.

12. Thank you.
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The Washington Chapter of the 

American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA)

PRESENTS:  CITIZENSHIP DAY 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:




CONTACT:










Kinza Schuyler










206-694-5742

On April 19, the Washington chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) will present “Citizenship Day 2008,” a workshop providing assistance to state residents eligible for naturalization.  This event follows last year’s inaugural effort, at which approximately 150 individuals received low-cost assistance with their applications for U.S. citizenship.

Offered at six locations (see attachment), Citizenship Day 2007 will be staffed by volunteer immigration attorneys, paralegals, interpreters and other community members.  These teams will prepare naturalization applications for $20 to cover costs.  Applicants will be able to consult with professionals and ensure that their documentation is complete.

Recent developments and initiatives regarding immigration issues, including proposals to double the current filing fee and to make the required testing more rigorous, are inducing lawful permanent residents to seek citizenship as they become eligible to do so.  Each year, hundreds of thousands of immigrants, from all corners of the globe, embrace the ideals of freedom and democracy and become United States citizens.  The most recent statistics show that 604,280 immigrants became U.S. citizens in 2005, including 14,817 here in Washington State.  

The Washington Chapter of AILA has developed a unique working partnership to undertake this effort.  Partner organizations include:  
Columbia Legal Services, 

Hate Free Zone Washington, 

International Rescue Committee, 

Lutheran Community Services Northwest, 

Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, and

Northwest Justice Project.    

The press is invited to cover the event.  For further information please contact:  Kinza Schuyler, Chair AILA Pro Bono Committee, kinza@erols.com, 206-694-5742.

What:  

AILA Citizenship Day

When:  
10 AM- 4 PM, Saturday, April 19, 2008

Where:  
6 Locations Across the State of Washington
	WENATCHEE


	Wenatchee Community Center

504 S. Chelan, Wenatchee, WA 98801

	MOUNT VERNON
	Skagit Valley College, Lewis Hall

2405 East College Way, Mount Vernon, WA 98273



	SPOKANE


	First Covenant Church

212 S. Division Street, Spokane, WA 99202

	CENTRALIA


	Centralia Community College

Learning Resource Center, Kirk Library Building

600 W. Locust St. Centralia WA 98531

	TUKWILA


	Cascade View Elementary School

13601 32nd Ave S, Tukwila, WA  98168



	UNION GAP 

(YAKIMA AREA)


	St. Vincent Center

2629 Main Street, Union Gap, WA  98903
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La Asociación Americana de Abogados de Inmigración (AILA), Comité del Estado de Washington 

PRESENTA:  DÍA DE CIUDADANÍA 2008

PARA PUBLICACIÓN INMEDIATA:


COMUNÍQUESE CON:










Kinza Schuyler










206-694-5742

El 19 de abril, La Asociación Americana de Abogados de Inmigración (AILA) está invitando a toda la comunidad al “Día de la Ciudadanía 2008,” un taller con el propósito de ayudar a las personas eligibles de conseguir la ciudadanía.  Este evento da seguimiento al evento inaugural del año pasado, durante lo cual aproximadamente 150 personas recibieron ayuda a muy bajo costo con sus solicitudes para ciudadanía estadounidense.

Ofrecido en seis lugares diferentes por todo el estado, El Día de la Ciudadanía 2008 cuenta con la participación de abogados especialistas de imigración, asistentes legales, intérpretes y otros voluntarios de la comunidad.  Estos equipos prepararán las solicitudes para cualquier persona eligible por un costo de  $20 (para cubrir los gastos administrativos).  Los solicitantes podrán consultar con profesionales en el campo de inmigración y asegurarse que su documentación esté completa y hecha correctamente. 

Algunas iniciativas recientes relacionadas a las políticas de los servicios de inmigración (incluso una propuesta para duplicar el costo de la solicitud y hacer más difícil el exámen) están animando a los residentes permanentes a pedir la ciudadanía en cuanto sean eligibles.  Cada año, cientos de miles de inmigrantes, de todas partes del mundo, abrazan los ideales de la libertad y la democracia y se hacen ciudadanos estadounidenses.  Las estadísticas más recientes demuestran que 604,280 personas obtuvieron la ciudadanía estadounidense en 2005, incluso a 14,817 personas aquí en el estado de Washington.   

El Comité de AILA del estado de Washington ha trabajado en conjunto con otros grupos comunitarios para poder ofrecer este evento a la comunidad.  Las organizaciones “hermanas” incluyen:

Columbia Legal Services, 

Hate Free Zone Washington, 

International Rescue Committee, 

Lutheran Community Services Northwest, 

Northwest Immigrant Rights Project y

Northwest Justice Project.    

Cualquier representante de la prensa es bienvenido a cubrir el evento.  Para más información, por favor, comuníquese con Kinza Schuyler, encabezada del cómite de trabajo voluntario de AILA en:  kinza@erols.com o al teléfono: 206-694-5742.

Qué:

El Día de Ciudadanía de AILA 

Cuándo:  
10 AM – 4 PM, sábado, 19 de abril, 2008

Dónde:  
6 sitios a través del estado de Washington
	WENATCHEE


	Wenatchee Community Center

504 S. Chelan, Wenatchee, WA 98801

	MOUNT VERNON
	Skagit Valley College, Lewis Hall

2405 East College Way, Mount Vernon, WA 98273



	SPOKANE


	First Covenant Church

212 S. Division Street, Spokane, WA 99202

	CENTRALIA


	Centralia Community College

Learning Resource Center, Kirk Library Building

600 W. Locust St. Centralia WA 98531

	TUKWILA


	Cascade View Elementary School

13601 32nd Ave S, Tukwila, WA  98168



	UNION GAP 

(AREA DE YAKIMA)


	St. Vincent Center

2629 Main Street, Union Gap, WA  98903


