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Arkansas businessman sentenced for multi-state illegal alien hiring scheme
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. – An Arkansas business owner was sentenced to 30 months in federal prison M onday for providing
counterfeit immigration documents and Social Security cards to illegal aliens and then employing them at various locations across
three states. The sentence follows an investigation led by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement's (ICE) Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI).
Valentin Gutierrez, 53, owner of Action Staffing and Action Labor Contractors in Arkansas, M ississippi and Alabama, was
sentenced as a result of his M ay 10 guilty plea to one count of harboring and shielding illegal aliens for financial gain. In addition
to the sentence Gutierrez was ordered to pay $10,000 in fines and to serve two years supervised release upon his release from
prison.
HSI special agents received information in November 2008 that Gutierrez was employing illegal aliens and providing them with
counterfeit work authorization documents. HSI subsequently arrested 13 foreign nationals associated with the scheme.
Investigators also determined from financial records that Gutierrez made at least $6.4 million from M ay to December 2008 as a
result of selling illegal alien labor to various companies. HSI seized Gutierrez's bank accounts and recovered approximately
$117,000 in forfeited funds traced to harboring and shielding illegal aliens.
The FBI along with task force officers from the Rogers Police Department, the Washington County Sheriff's Office and the
Springdale Police Department assisted with the case.
Scott Crawford, resident agent in charge of the HSI Fayetteville field office said this successful prosecution resulted from a
coordinated effort of federal, state and local law enforcement agencies and this case illustrates the serious consequences of
harboring and shielding illegal aliens.
"This case shows that individuals who violate immigration laws face significant penalties along with the forfeiture of proceeds
gained as a result of their criminal activity," said Crawford. "This sentence serves as a stark reminder that employing illegal aliens
or assisting others in doing so is a serious crime that carries serious penalties. Federal, state and local law enforcement partners
work vigilantly each day and will continue to identify these criminals and ensure they face justice."
You may also visit us on Facebook (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=http://www.facebook.com/wwwicegov) , Twitter
(http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=http://twitter.com/wwwicegov) and YouTube (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?
url=http://www.youtube.com/wwwicegov) , or access this news release on your mobile device.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the largest investigative arm of the
Department of Homeland Security.
ICE is a 21st century law enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number
of key homeland security priorities. For more information, visit www.ICE.gov. To report
suspicious activity, call 1-866-347-2423 or complete our tip form.
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