STATE IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT: BAD FOR BUSINESS
STATE IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT-ONLY LAWS LIKE SB 1070 IN ARIZONA AND HB 56 IN ALABAMA HARMED STATES’
ECONOMIES, COSTING JOBS AND TAX REVENUE. The Institute for Taxation and Economic Policy found that in 2010,
unauthorized immigrants in the United States paid an estimated $10.6 billion in state and local taxes—economically benefiting
states and localities.
If all of the unauthorized immigrants in
California were removed, the state would
lose $301.6 billion in economic activity,
decrease total employment by 17.4%, and
eliminate 3.6 million jobs.

Arizona’s SB 1070 cost the tourism industry an estimated

$253 million in economic output, $9.4 million in tax

revenues, and 2,761 jobs, just in its first year, prompting
60 CEOs to send a letter urging lawmakers in the state to
not adopt any further immigration laws.

Eli Lilly and Cummins, two of Indiana’s largest employers, spoke
out against S.B. 590 because it “impede[s] the ability of Indiana
businesses to be competitive in global markets, and will make it more
difficult for Lilly and Cummins to grow in Indiana.”
The Nashville, Tennessee Chamber of Commerce
said that Arizona-type immigration laws would be
detrimental to work force development and
international trade efforts in the state. The president of
the Nashville commercial real estate firm SmartSpace
said that state immigration reform could make
Tennessee unattractive to businesses looking to
relocate.

When Texas considered passing a state
immigration law that would allow police
officers to inquire about the status of detained
suspects, two businessmen—Bob Perry,
owner of Perry Homes, and Charles Butt, CEO
of H.E. Butt Grocery—opposed the legislation
arguing it would be harmful for the state’s
economy, particularly the construction and
retail industries.

Georgia’s H.B. 87 cost
the agricultural industry an
estimated $300 million
in lost crops and lost the
state economy an estimated
$1 billion in 2011.

A study by the University
of Alabama found that the
state’s HB 56 would cost
Alabama as much as
$11 billion in economic
output, as much as $264.5
million in tax revenue,
and as many as 70,000 to
140,000 jobs.
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Florida considered immigration
bills that included policing provisions
like those in Arizona’s SB 1070, but
the state’s Chamber of Commerce
and the Tomato Growers Exchange
warned that it would result in a loss of
$4.5 billion in taxes each year
and would potentially devastate the
$500 million tomato industry.

