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involving hundreds of thousands of foreign nationals (for definitions of immigration enforcement 

enforcing immigration laws within the interior of the United States.

This Office of Immigration Statistics Annual Report pres
ents information on the apprehension, detention, 
return, and removal of foreign nationals during 2008.  
Key findings in this report include the following:

cent were natives of Mexico. 

 were removed from the 
United States—the sixth consecutive record high. The 
leading countries of origin of those removed were 

to their home countries without a removal order. 

cent of all removals.

United States. 

 In this report, years are fiscal years (October 1 to September 30).

  ICE physically removed approximately 263,000 foreign nationals during 2008. CBP 
physically removed the remainder, 96,000.

ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

Inspections

are applying for admission to the U.S. at designated 

aliens the opportunity to withdraw their application for 
admission, or they can refer an alien to an immigration 
judge for removal proceedings. Officers have the 
authority to order certain aliens removed under expe
dited removal proceedings without further hearings or 

order carries the same penalties as a removal order 

Border Patrol

The primary mission of the Border Patrol is to secure 

prevent entry into the United States of illegal aliens and 
foreign nationals suspected of terrorism and other 
criminal activity, to interdict drug smugglers and other 

sion to present themselves legally at ports of entry for 
inspection. Border Patrol operations are divided into 
geographic regions referred to as sectors.

Investigations

tigations that focus on the enforcement of a wide variety 
of laws that include immigration statutes. Special agents 
plan and conduct complex investigations of organizations 
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site enforcement operations that are focused on the criminal 

Box 1. 

Definitions of Immigration Enforcement Terms

Administrative Removal:

victed of an aggravated felony or certain other serious criminal 

immigration court.

Deportable Alien:

Detention: The seizure and incarceration of an alien in order to hold 
him/her while awaiting judicial or legal proceedings or return 
transportation to his/her country of citizenship. 

Inadmissible Alien:

Removal: The compulsory and confirmed movement of an inadmis

of removal. An alien who is removed has administrative or criminal 

the removal.

Return:

Expedited Removal: 
order an alien removed. This requires a finding that the alien is inad

fraudulent documents or not having proper entry documents. Such 
aliens are generally removed without further hearing or review. 

Withdrawal: An arriving alien’s voluntary retraction of an applica
tion for admission to the United States in lieu of a removal hearing 

Detention and Removal

for the identification, apprehension, and removal of illegal aliens 

priate custody conditions, which may include release of detained 

removal orders. 

The Removal Process. Removal proceedings include the actions 

ing include removal, adjustment to legal status, or a termination 

appealed to the Board of Immigration Appeals. 

The penalties associated with removal include not only the 

years for aliens who do not appear at hearings or who fail to 

imposition and extent of these penalties depend upon the circum
stances of the case. 

Expedited Removal. Under expedited removal, an immigration 

proper documents. The officer can order the alien removed with
out further hearing or review, unless the alien states a fear of 
persecution or an intention to apply for asylum. Officers refer 

Return.

in immigration proceedings. This procedure is common with non-

agree that their entry was illegal, waive their right to a hearing, 
remain in custody, and are returned under supervision. Some 
aliens apprehended within the United States agree to voluntarily 

without penalty. 

DATA  

The data provided on removals or returns, apprehensions, or 

will appear three times in the data. 

Changes in Definitions and Reporting Requirements. Recent 
changes in data systems, definitions, and reporting requirements 
have affected the annual removal and apprehension data series. The 

  CBP data (apprehensions, removals, and returns) are current as of December 2008. ICE removal 
data are current as of February 2009.

 2

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 09071465. (Posted 07/14/09)



-

-

 

-

-

4

5

-

-

0.0

0.4

0.8

1.2

1.6

2.0

1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008

 Does not include the 221,085 charging documents issued by the ICE Criminal Alien Program.

  An administrative arrest refers to the arrest of an alien who is charged with an immigration 
violation. Administrative arrests are included in the DHS apprehension totals.

Border Patrol under administrative removal procedures. In addi

TRENDS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIONS

Apprehensions

all apprehensions.

arrests of fugitive and non-fugitive aliens.  The decrease in the 
overall and Investigation apprehension totals are partly due to a 
change in reporting practices.

Southwest Border Apprehensions.

Nationality of Apprehended Aliens. Mexican nationals accounted 

Detentions

percent of all detainees in 2008 were aliens from Mexico (up 

Removals and Returns

Total and Expedited Removal.

procedures with aliens arriving at ports of entry who illegally 

Figure 1.

Apprehensions: Fiscal Years 1968 to 2008*

Millions

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
*Includes administrative arrests by ICE

Table 1.

Apprehensions by Program and Country of Nationality:  

Fiscal Years 2006 to 2008

Program and Country of Nationality 2008 2007 2006

PROGRAM    
   Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  791,568 960,756 1,206,457
Border Patrol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  723,840 876,787 1,089,136
 Southwest sectors (sub-total) . . . . .  705,022 858,722 1,072,018
Investigations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33,573 53,562 101,854
Detention and Removal Operations* . . .  34,155 30,407 15,467

COUNTRY OF NATIONALITY   

   Total Apprehensions  . . . . . . . . . .  791,568 960,756 1,206,457
Mexico  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  693,592 854,261 1,057,253
Honduras. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23,789 28,263 33,365
Guatemala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22,670 23,907 25,135
El Salvador  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17,911 19,699 46,329
Cuba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,896 4,932 5,089
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,649 2,902 2,957
Ecuador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,322 1,771 1,932
Dominican Republic . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,934 2,118 3,712
Nicaragua  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,862 2,118 3,228
China, People's Republic  . . . . . . . .  1,772 1,623 2,987
Colombia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,460 1,893 1,648
Haiti  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,098 1,004 1,214
Peru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  949 944 1,020
India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  822 795 769
Other countries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14,842 14,526 19,819

*Includes arrests of fugitive and nonfugitive aliens under the Office of Detention and Removal 
Operations (DRO) National Fugitive Operations Program.

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Enforcement Case Tracking System (ENFORCE); 
CBP Border Patrol data for 2008 are current as of December 2008, 2007 data are current as of 
May 12, 2008, 2006 data are current as of January 25, 2007;  ICE Detention and Removal Opera-
tions data for 2008 are current as of June 2009, ICE Office of Investigations data for 2008 are 
current as of February 2009, ICE 2007 data are current as of July 29, 2008, and 2006 data are 
current as of August 2007.
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6 Excludes criminals removed by CBP because ENFORCE does not include such data.

fraudulent or improper documents. Aliens placed in the expedited 
removal process have the opportunity to claim a fear of persecu
tion, or an intention to apply for asylum, or they may claim to 
have certain legal status in the United States. A supervisor reviews 

to an asylum officer and ultimately to an immigration judge. 
Aliens from Mexico accounted for nearly 68 percent of expedited 
removals in 2008. The next largest source countries were 

Country of Nationality of Alien Removals. Mexico was the coun

all the removals.

Criminal Activity.

als in 2008

categories accounted for 62 percent of all criminal alien removals 

to ensure that incarcerated criminal aliens are placed in removal 

and removal of criminal aliens incarcerated in federal, state, and 

towards removal. 

Returns. More than 811,000 aliens were allowed to return to 

compared to those removed. Seventy percent of returns in 2008, 

includes recidivists and thus is a measure of events rather than 
unique individuals. The next leading category of returns was for 
aliens who were allowed to withdraw their application for admis

FOR MORE INFORMATION

gov/immigrationstatistics.

Table 2.

Trends in Total and Expedited Removals:  

Fiscal Years 2001 to 2008

Year Total removals Expedited removals

2008. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  358,886  113,462 
2007. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 319,382 106,196
2006. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280,974 110,663
2005. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246,431 87,888
2004. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240,665 51,014
2003. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211,098 43,920
2002. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165,168 34,624
2001. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189,026 69,923

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Enforce Alien Removal Module (EARM), reported 
as of February 2009, Enforcement Case Tracking System (ENFORCE), reported as of December 2008.

Table 3.

Leading Country of Nationality of Aliens Removed: 2008

Country Number removed Number of criminals

   Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358,886 97,133
Mexico  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246,851 71,650
Honduras. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,851 4,944
Guatemala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,594 4,061
El Salvador  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,031 4,795
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,814 354
Dominican Republic . . . . . . . . . 3,258 2,128
Colombia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,480 1,098
Ecuador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,320 430
All other Countries . . . . . . . . . . 23,687 7,673

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Enforce Alien Removal Module (EARM), reported as 
of February 2009, Enforcement Case Tracking System (ENFORCE), reported as of December 2008.

Table 4.

Leading Crime Categories of Criminal Aliens Removed:  

Fiscal Year 2008 

Crime category Number removed Percent of total

   Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  97,133 100.0
Dangerous Drugs . . . . . . . . . . .  34,882 35.9
Immigration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17,542 18.1
Assault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,485 7.7
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,292 3.4
Larceny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,282 3.4
Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,101 3.2
Sexual Assault . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,929 3.0
Family Offenses . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,343 2.4
Fraudulent Activities . . . . . . . . .  2,059 2.1
Weapon Offenses . . . . . . . . . . .  2,048 2.1
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,170 18.7

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Enforce Alien Removal Module (EARM), reported as 
of February 2009.
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