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Assistant Attorney General Lanny A. Breuer Delivers Remarks at the T rafficking Victims Protection Act
10th Anniversary Event
Washington, D.C. ~ Friday , October 29, 201 0
Attorney General Holder, Assistant Attorney General Perez, and distinguished guests: It is an honor for me to be with y ou today to celebrate the tenth
anniv ersary of the Trafficking V ictims Protection Act.
The TV PA was a landmark piece of legislation. Among other things, it dramatically ex panded our ability to hold human traffickers, and especially child sex
traffickers, criminally accountable. In passing the TV PA ten y ears ago, Congress recognized that ex isting criminal legislation was inadequate to deter
human trafficking and bring traffickers appropriately to justice.
Human trafficking is a reprehensible crime, and children are often the v ictims of the deprav ed criminal schemes that we prosecute. Human trafficking truly
is a “modern form of slav ery .”
Since the passage of the TV PA, the Criminal Div ision has partnered closely with the Civ il Rights Div ision, the U.S. Attorney s’ Offices, other federal agencies,
and state and local authorities to bring human traffickers to justice and seek appropriate penalties for their crimes.
To giv e y ou one ex ample of the lev el of cooperation we hav e achiev ed, last y ear the Div ision’s Child Ex ploitation and Obscenity Section partnered with the
Civ il Rights Div ision; the U.S. Attorney ’s Offices in Charlotte, North Carolina and here in the District of Columbia; Immigration and Customs Enforcement;
and the police departments here and in My rtle Beach, South Carolina on a child sex trafficking case against Jorge Flores-Rojas. Flores-Rojas pleaded guilty
under the TV PA to trafficking two minor girls, including an undocumented Honduran national, for the purpose of causing them to engage in commercial
sex acts in Charlotte and the District of Columbia. He also pleaded guilty to transporting an adult woman across state lines to force her to engage in
commercial sex acts. The ev idence at sentencing showed that he repeatedly sex ually and phy sically abused at least one of his minor v ictims. Flores-Rojas
was sentenced to 24 y ears in prison for his crimes.
This lev el of coordination is ty pical of the cases we prosecute, and spans across multiple Sections in the Div ision. In addition to the Child Ex ploitation
Section, for ex ample, which leads the Div ision’s prosecution efforts in this area, our Office of Enforcement Operations approv es Title III wiretaps in all
human trafficking cases, and our Organized Crime and Racketeering Section has been a consistent partner in the fight against human trafficking. Just
recently , nine defendants pleaded guilty in the so-called “Giant Labor Solutions” case in Kansas City , a case prosecuted by the local U.S. Attorney ’s Office
and the Civ il Rights Div ision that was aimed at dismantling an Uzbek organized crime ring engaged in labor racketeering and forced labor of guest workers
across 1 4 states. This case, which y ielded a conv iction against the sole remaining defendant y esterday , has benefited from clo se coordination among our
Organized Crime Section; the Civ il Rights Div ision; the U.S. Attorney ’s Office in Kansas City ; Immigration and Customs Enforcement; the FBI; and the
Department of Labor.
Shortly after the enactment of the TV PA, we also collaborated with the FBI Crimes Against Children Unit and the National Center for Missing and Ex ploited
Children to establish the Innocence Lost Initiativ e. Since its creation in 2003, this Initiativ e has dev eloped 38 task forces and working groups nationwide
to inv estigate and prosecute the commercial sex ual ex ploitation of children and, it has produced more than 500 conv ictions in state and federal courts
across the country .
While our criminal prosecutions are necessary to combat human trafficking, our ex tensiv e international efforts are also central – both in terms of
conducting inv estigations and building the capacity of foreign gov ernments to fight trafficking. As Assistant Attorney General Perez described, so many of
these cases inv olv e the ex ploitation of v ulnerable foreign nationals. U.S. inv estigators and prosecutors must interv iew witnesses and obtain ev idence
ov erseas. And all too frequently , trafficking defendants flee the United States to seek safe hav en abroad. Our Office of International Affairs has been
instrumental in assisting inv estigations ov erseas and obtaining ex traditions of human traffickers to the United States. These efforts hav e greatly
strengthened our prosecutions here at home.
In addition, through our Office of Ov erseas Prosecutorial Dev elopment, Assistance and Training (or OPDAT), the Div ision has dev oted significant resources
to capacity -building abroad. In Fiscal Y ear 2009, OPDAT conducted 49 programs inv olv ing 1 7 countries to strengthen international efforts to prev ent
human trafficking. In the last sev eral weeks alone, OPDA T has conducted human trafficking programs in Indonesia, the Philippines, and Mex ico, including
assisting the creation of a Mex ican website dev oted ex clusiv ely to anti-human trafficking efforts.
There may be no greater success story than in Mex ico. There, the Department of Justice, in partnership with the Departments of State and Homeland
Security , is working hand-in-hand with our friends in the Mex ican gov ernment to dev elop inv estigations and prosecutions to combat human trafficking
rings operating on both sides of the U.S.-Mex ico border.
These efforts are a true testament to what the U.S. gov ernment can achiev e when we collaborate and share resources, and the Criminal Div ision is
absolutely committed to working with its law enforcement partners ev en more closely in the future.
Today ’s celebration marks the anniv ersary of a tremendously important piece of legislation that continues to aid us in our fight against human trafficking. I
am priv ileged to take part in this ev ent with y ou. Thank y ou. Now please welcome y our nex t speaker, the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio,
Stev e Dettelbach.
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