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Statement from Attorney General Eric Holder on the
18th Anniversary of the Violence Against Women Act
Attorney General Eric Holder released the following statement today on the 1 8th anniv ersary of
the V iolence Against Women Act:
“Since the landmark V iolence Against Women Act (V AWA) became law 1 8 y ears ago
today , V AWA has v astly improv ed our ability to address domestic v iolence, dating v iolence,
sex ual assault, and stalking and has helped countless v ictims of these crimes get access to
needed serv ices. It’s important to remember that none of this progress has been inev itable - it
has been the result of the tireless work of adv ocates, law enforcement, prosecutors, and others.
On the front lines of this effort, the Office on V iolence Against Women administers V AWA
programs, prov iding states, territories, local and tribal gov ernments, and nonprofit
organizations with critical resources to initiate and sustain efforts to reduce and stop v iolence
against women. As Congress mov es to consider reauthorizing this critical law, we urge
lawmakers to come together on a bipartisan basis, as it has historically , to pass a V AWA
reauthorization that ex pands rather than limits v ictim access to justice and strengthens law
enforcement and prosecutorial tools to seek justice and hold v iolators accountable. V AWA has
been strengthened each time it has been reauthorized, with bipartisan support, and this y ear
after 1 8 y ears of progress, it should be no different.”
1 2-1 1 09

Attorney General

Report a Crime
Get a Job
Locate a Prison, Inmate, or Sex
Offender
Apply for a Grant
Submit a Complaint
Report Waste, Fraud, Abuse or
Misconduct to the Inspector General
Find Sales of Seized Property
Find Help and Information for Crime
V ictims
Register, Apply for Permits, or Request
Records
Identify Our Most Wanted Fugitiv es
Find a Form
Report and Identify Missing Persons
Contact Us

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 12091347. (Posted 09/13/12)

www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/September/12-ag-1109.html

1/2

