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Thank y ou, Ly nn for that kind introduction and y our work to address and prev ent v iolence against women
and girls – particularly last week, in support of the legislation to renew and strengthen the landmark
V iolence Against Women Act. It’s an enormous v ictory that the bill has finally passed Congress, and it
would nev er hav e happened without y our tireless work.
It’s a pleasure to be here for today ’s important meeting, and to join with all of y ou to discuss the strong
commitment of the Department of Justice to combatting the v iolence against women that plagues far too
many communities, both within our borders and abroad. As Deputy Attorney General of the United States,
I hav e the opportunity to work with the dedicated men and women of the Department on all aspects of this
problem -- from the professionals in the Office on V iolence Against Women who work hand-in-hand with
organizations and communities to meet the needs of v ictims of domestic v iolence and sex ual assault, to our
prosecutors in the field.
As we’v e seen too often, domestic v iolence affects not only the immediate v ictims, but their families,
neighbors, friends, and indeed entire communities. Which is why it demands a coordinated community
response. This approach brings together federal grantees, law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and nonprofit, non-gov ernmental v ictim adv ocates not only to share their ex periences, but more importantly to
use their distinct roles to create a comprehensiv e, community -based response to domestic v iolence. The
Department seeks to apply this approach in its work on intimate partner v iolence both domestically and
abroad.
In the international realm, together with the support of the State Department and others, the Justice
Department has become a leader in the U.S. Gov ernment’s mission to conduct ov erseas justice sector
dev elopment. Ov er the past two decades of assisting the dev elopment of police forces, prosecutors’ offices,
and judiciaries abroad, the Department has begun to deliberately focus on gender-based v iolence and the
lack of gender equality in the access to justice.
For ex ample, from 2008-201 1 , the Department implemented the Women’s Justice Empowerment Initiativ e,
a specifically -funded assistance program for multiple African countries that featured guidance and training
for judges, prosecutors, and police, on techniques for managing criminal cases inv olv ing gender-based
v iolence. As part of that effort, among other things, the Department of Justice prov ided forensic training
for medical personnel charged with ev idence collection in cases inv olv ing rape and other crimes.
More recently , the Department has continued its assistance to curb gender-based v iolence abroad in a
v ariety of way s, such as a model curriculum dev eloped with Mex ican officials on inv estigating and
prosecuting human trafficking, work with officials in Morocco on the treatment of juv enile offenders, and
dev eloping a training course for men and boy s in Timor Leste to support their roles in ending intimate
partner v iolence.
I am pleased to report that these efforts are y ielding positiv e results. Some of the nations with which we
work are beginning to recruit and train female police, female prosecutors and female judges. We also
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support these nations in efforts to dev elop and implement effectiv e procedures for female v ictims and
witnesses of crime. And we are working with them to amend legal frameworks to define crimes, and impose
punishments for those crimes, in a manner that effectiv ely reflects the protection and best interests of
women and girls. By informing a broad array of institutions, we are beginning – although it is only a
beginning – to encourage our international colleagues to embrace a coordinated community response to
intimate partner v iolence in their home countries.
Here in the United States, since the passage of the original V iolence Against Women Act in 1 994 – which was
strengthened by Congress’s recent action, the Justice Department has been activ ely working to increase the
av ailability of serv ices for v ictims of domestic v iolence, sex ual assault and stalking and to improv e local
criminal justice responses to these crimes.
V AWA prov ided tough criminal penalties to prosecute batterers. It also established within the
Departments of Justice and Health and Human Serv ices a number of formula and discretionary grant
programs to help communities respond to the needs of women who are v ictims of, or might fall v ictim to,
intimate partner v iolence. Thus, the Department of Justice’s work under V AWA goes far bey ond
prosecutions and includes housing resources and other serv ices that women need to escape domestic
v iolence and rebuild their liv es. Together, these grant programs hav e increased criminal enforcement,
prov ided necessary comprehensiv e, holistic v ictim serv ices, and supported critically important prev ention
efforts.
We hav e found that by seeding coordinated community response efforts in communities across the country
with federal funds and technical assistance, communication and collaboration continues ev en after federal
funding ends. In addition, we’v e seen that a coordinated community response not only improv es the
quality of v ictim serv ices and the criminal and civ il justice response, but it also often changes the attitudes
of the community as a whole towards the dev astating crime of intimate partner v iolence.
Although the V iolence Against Women Act has allowed us to successfully engage a broad range of partners
to work together to interv ene after v iolent crimes against women hav e occurred, we are placing a special
focus on improv ing efforts to prev ent such crimes before they happen. In doing so, we hav e ex panded the
traditional focus on interv ention, treatment, and accountability to address the entire cy cle of v iolence at
ev ery stage by increasing our understanding and commitment to prev ention.
One critical part of that effort is ex amining the ov erwhelming numbers of children ex posed to v iolence and
the insidious effects of this ex posure. A recent study funded by the Justice Department concluded that a
majority of children in the United States hav e been ex posed to v iolence, crime, or abuse in their homes,
schools, or communities. In some instances, the consequences of this problem are dev astating. A child’s
ex posure to v iolence, whether as a v ictim or a witness, is often associated with long-term phy sical,
psy chological, and emotional harm. Tragically , children ex posed to v iolence are also at a higher risk of
engaging in criminal behav ior later in life and becoming part of a cy cle of v iolence. But through the
Attorney General’s Defending Childhood initiativ e, we are fighting back against this rising trend in bold,
collaborate and effectiv e way s.
This initiativ e combines ex isting resources across the Department of Justice to focus on prev enting,
addressing, reducing, and more fully understanding childhood ex posure to v iolence. In 201 0, the Justice
Department awarded grants to eight sites in cities and tribal communities around the country to dev elop
strategic plans for comprehensiv e community -based efforts that will further demonstrate the goals of this
initiativ e. The Attorney General also chartered a federal adv isory committee that held public hearings with
ex tensiv e input from ex perts, adv ocates, and impacted families and communities nationwide. The
Defending Childhood Task Force issued a report that will serv e as a blueprint for prev enting children’s
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ex posure to v iolence and for reducing the negativ e effects ex perienced by children ex posed to v iolence
across the United States.
It is equally imperativ e to inv olv e men and boy s in the efforts to end intimate partner v iolence, if we ex pect
them to succeed. Acknowledging the critical roles men play in this prev ention, V AWA funding supports
multi-faceted strategies that inv olv e men as allies, and as activ e, positiv e role models for other men and
boy s. Using the latest technology combined with hands-on mentorship to reach y oung men about healthy
relationships and change their attitudes about v iolence, this federal grant program aims to dev elop new
male leaders in the field – leaders who are willing to speak out publicly and act to oppose v iolence against
women and girls and create a ripple effect, encouraging men in many more states and communities to get
inv olv ed.
Although there is still much work to be done, the United States has made significant strides in dev eloping
effectiv e community responses to intimate partner v iolence that has stolen far too many promising futures
– and shattered far too many liv es. A core lesson from our efforts is that each community , guided by the
v oices of v ictims, must come together to dev elop the specific responses that will work for their particular
community as a whole, and for all of the v arious cultural groups that make up that community . Our
discussion today is an important part of that effort – as it not only signals a call to action – but prov ides us
all with the opportunity to build on the momentum we’v e established andto ensure that the achiev ements
we celebrate today are just the beginning.
Thank y ou.
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