---------- Forwarded message ---------From: White House Office of Communications <noreply@messages.whitehouse.gov>
Date: Tue, Feb 19, 2013 at 5:21 PM
Subject: Readout of the President’s Calls to Senate Republicans on Commonsense Immigration Reform
To:
THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
______________________________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 19, 2013
Readout of the President’s Calls to Senate Republicans on Commonsense Immigration
Reform
This afternoon, the President placed calls to Senator Graham, Senator McCain, and Senator
Rubio to discuss their shared commitment to bipartisan, commonsense immigration reform and
to commend the Senators for the bipartisan progress that continues to be made by the Gang of 8
on this important issue. During the calls, which build on conversations that have taken place at
the staff level, the President reiterated that he remains supportive of the effort underway in
Congress, and that he hopes that they can produce a bill as soon as possible that reflects shared
core principles on reform. The President has made clear that he believes commonsense reform
needs to include strengthening border security, creating an earned path to citizenship, holding
employers accountable, and streamlining legal immigration. As the President made clear when
he met with Democratic Senators involved in the process last week, that while he is pleased
with the progress and supportive of the effort to date, he is prepared to submit his own
legislation if Congress fails to act. He thanked the Senators for their leadership, and made clear
that he and his staff look forward to continuing to work together with their teams to achieve
needed reform.
The President did not speak with Senator Flake, who is traveling, but he looks forward to
discussing the issue with him in the near future.
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