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Jason Abrams is a partner with Abrams & Abrams LLP. As a third-generation immigration practitioner, he frequently
encounters legacy INS programs, including NACARA, late amnesty, and 245(i). He studies their interplay with modern
initiatives. Mr. Abrams focuses his practice on employment-based and family-based petitions.
Matt Adams works in Seattle, Washington as the legal director for Northwest Immigrant Rights Project. He defends
individuals before immigration courts, the BIA, and the federal courts. Mr. Adams is a member of the National
Immigration Project’s Board of Directors and King County Public Defenders Advisory Board.
Rocío Castañeda Acosta is a supervising attorney with the Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project's Children's
Program in Phoenix, Arizona. She has experience representing unaccompanied immigrant minors at her previous
positions with the National Immigrant Justice Center and the South Texas Pro Bono Asylum Representation Project.
During law school, she clerked with Maria Baldini-Potermin & Associates, P.C.
Houman Afshar is an immigration attorney and partner in the New York City office of the full service law firm of
Gibney, Anthony and Flaherty, LLP. He advises both start-up and established U.S. businesses on how to implement and
maintain immigration programs in a wide range of industries, including hospitality, media, marketing, fine arts,
technology, financial services, and others. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in psychology and sociology from the
University of British Columbia and his J.D. from New York Law School.
Daniel Aharoni has been a prominent immigration counsel to foreign and domestic clients since 1981, following five
years’ practice in artists & entertainment law. His clientele include many of the leading entertainment companies as well
as artists, actors, composers, and visual artists. His practice focuses on: Extraordinary Ability Visas for Artists,
Entertainers, New Media, Technology, Computer, Athletes, Scientists, Business, and Educators. Since 2011, he has served
as a member on AILA’s Athletics, Culture, Entertainment, and Science Committee.
Robert D. Ahlgren has practiced immigration law and been the principal attorney of his law office since 1973.
Previously, he worked for Neighborhood Legal Services and appeared for 23 years on a call-in segment of a public
service weekly Spanish language television show. He has been chairman of the Illinois State Bar Association’s Section
Council on Immigration and International Law. Mr. Ahlgren, an AILA member since 1973, served for five years on the
Board of the Chicago Chapter and on the Board of Governors for nine years thereafter. He is a frequent presenter at AILA
conferences and an author of many articles on immigration topics.
Genevra Alberti is the sole full-time attorney at The Clinic, which is a nonprofit removal defense organization in Kansas
City, Missouri, and is currently the only nonprofit west of St. Louis providing representation to those facing removal
proceedings in the Kansas City Immigration Court. Ms. Alberti’s practice focuses solely on representing indigent
noncitizens – many of them detained – in removal proceedings. Before the clinic opened in January 2012, Ms. Alberti
practiced removal defense at Sharma-Crawford Attorneys at Law. She received her B.A. from the University of North
Carolina, and her J.D. from Washington University in St. Louis.
Sioban Albiol, J.D., directs the Asylum and Immigration Law Clinic (Clinic) at DePaul College of Law where she trains
and supervises law students who represent asylum-seekers. In the Clinic, she also provides technical assistance to
immigrant-serving community-based organizations. Previously, Ms. Albiol served in various capacities at the organization
now known as the National Immigrant Justice Center. Ms. Albiol chaired the Chicago Bar Association Immigration and
Nationality Law Committee and served on the Executive Board of AILA’s Chicago Chapter.
Shanni Alexandrovitz is a senior associate at Liam Schwartz & Associates, based in Israel. She helps lead the firm’s U.S.
corporate immigration practice, with sub-specialties in visas relating to extraordinary ability employees, family issues,
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investors and artists and entertainers. She is admitted to practice law in both Israel and New York, and is an active
member of AILA, having served on numerous Chapter and National Committees, as well as the Israeli Bar Association.
She holds an LL.B. from the Israel College of Management.
Olsa Alikaj-Cano, a senior attorney and board certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization, joined the litigation team of Foster LLP, in its Houston office in 2010. She is a graduate of the University
of Houston Law Center, where she was fortunate to practice as an immigration clinic student attorney under the direction
of the late Professor and immigration judge, Joseph Vail. She is an active member of AILA, and currently serves as
AILA’s Texas Chapter New Members Division liaison. She focuses primarily on cases involving federal litigation as well
as cases with removal and deportation issues before the Executive Office of Immigration Review. She has been admitted
to practice by the U.S. Supreme Court, the Texas State Bar, U.S. District Court Southern District of Texas, and the Court
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. She is a member of the Texas State Bar’s Pro-Bono College and is proud of her pro-bono
work with the Tahirih Justice Center and other non-profit organizations involved in helping immigrants. She was selected
to Rising Stars 2016 for immigration by the Super Lawyers magazine, and she currently is a council member of the
Houston Area Council on Human Trafficking, invited by Houston’s Mayor to join the Mayor’s Human Trafficking Task
Force.
Mariela Amezola is the owner of the Amezola Legal Group, APC. She was born in Santa Ana, California and was raised
by migrant working parents. She devotes her practice to complex immigration cases focusing in deportation defense,
federal appeals, immigrant and non-immigrant visas, and asylum cases. She travels all throughout California and the
country representing clients in various immigration courts. She manages two offices and four satellite offices, including
one in Tijuana, BC, Mexico. Ms. Amezola currently serves as the chair of the ICE-ERO Liaison Committee for the San
Diego Chapter and has been an AILA member since 2009.
Maria E. Andrade is the principal of Andrade Legal, a six attorney firm with offices in Boise, Idaho and Ontario, Oregon
specializing in criminal-immigration law, federal litigation, and family-based immigration. Ms. Andrade frequently
advises criminal defense attorneys on immigration consequences of criminal convictions and lectures on a variety of
immigration matters to local and national audiences. She was awarded the 2015 Nevin Professionalism Award by the
Idaho Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and her firm received the 6.1 Challenge Award from the Idaho State Bar
for the pro bono work at "family" detention centers. Ms. Andrade serves on the Board of Directors of the National
Immigration Project, the Federal Defender Services of Idaho, and on the advisory committee of AIC's Legal Action
Center and AILA's Federal Litigation Section. Ms. Andrade obtained her J.D. from the University of Notre Dame and
B.A. from Loyola Marymount University.
Jojo Annobil is the attorney in charge of The Legal Aid Society’s city-wide Immigration Law Unit. He is a regular
presenter at various fora for judges, immigration and criminal defense attorneys, and advocates. He is currently an adjunct
clinical professor at New York University School of Law where he co-teaches the Immigrant Defense Clinic. He also
serves as special counsel to the New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division First Department's disciplinary
committee on immigration matters and is the co-chair of the New York State Bar Association’s Committee on
Immigration Representation.
Jorgelina E. Araneda is a partner with Araneda & Stroud Immigration Law Group in Raleigh, North Carolina. She has
more than 23 years of immigration law experience and is a Board certified specialist in immigration law. Ms. Araneda's
litigation experience includes immigration court, BIA, federal district court and the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. She
serves as the Carolinas Chapter American Immigration Council ambassador and has served as a mentor to new
immigration attorneys. Ms. Araneda has been recognized by her peers in Super Lawyers and Top Attorneys in North
Carolina. She graduated from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill School of Law and obtained her LL.M. at
George Washington University.
Matthew J. Archambeault has a wide range of experience in the field of immigration and nationality law, appearing in
immigration courts around the United States and its territories. He has represented individuals from every continent in
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every context possible. Mr. Archambeault has argued cases in federal court, at both the district and appellate levels and
has been successful. He brings a wealth of knowledge with both an aggressive and compassionate approach to legal
representation, as well as an ability to advocate against the government, while reaching a consensus with them.
Ashley Arcidiacono is an associate attorney at the immigration law firm Hurwitz Holt, APLC in San Diego, California,
where she represents clients in removal proceedings and before United States Citizenship and Immigration Services. Her
primary focus is assisting vulnerable populations, including undocumented crime victims to navigate the U visa
petitioning process, from initial certification through adjustment of status to lawful permanent residency. Ms. Arcidiacono
also participates as a guest speaker on the topic of immigration options for domestic violence survivors during South Bay
Community Services’ (a San Diego-based, social services organization) annual three day domestic violence training held
for law enforcement personnel, social workers, and other domestic violence advocates and first-responders. She is an
active AILA member. In addition to her past involvement on various committees within her local San Diego AILA
Chapter, Ms. Arcidiacono currently serves as chair of the San Diego Chapter’s Local Law Enforcement Committee and
treasurer on the San Diego Chapter’s Executive Committee. Ms. Arcidiacono earned her J.D. from California Western
School of Law in 2011 and is licensed to practice law in California.
Robert Aronson is a shareholder in the Immigration Group at Fredrikson & Byron. He has authored over 70 articles and
has spoken at innumerable national and regional meetings, workshops, and conferences. His professional
accomplishments include: editor-in-chief of The Physician Immigration Book (ILW: 2011-2012 Edition), legal advisor on
the advisory body to the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services in its study on appropriate immigration policy for
international physicians, co-founder and first chair of the International Medical Graduate Taskforce, and inaugural
recipient of the 2015 Roberta Freedman Lifetime Achievement Award.
Peter L. Ashman is a sole practitioner with offices in Las Vegas and Salt Lake City. He has served as AILA Nevada
Chapter chair, on the AILA Board of Governors, as well as several other AILA national committees. He is a frequent
speaker at national and regional AILA conferences and has written AILA publications on a variety of topics. He was the
recipient of the 2006 AILA Advocacy Award.
Cheri Attix has been practicing immigration law in San Diego, California since 1997. She specializes in asylum claims,
both affirmative and defensive, as well as family-based immigration and related matters. She has served on the AILA
national asylum and refugee committee in recent years and is a former AILA San Diego Chapter chair. She established
AILA San Diego's asylum office liaison committee and served as its chair for several years in the late 1990s and 2000s.
Prior to attending law school, Ms. Attix served as a Peace Corps volunteer in northeast Thailand.
James Austin is a partner in the immigration law firm of Austin & Ferguson, LLC and an adjunct professor in
immigration law at the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. Mr. Austin has chaired AILA’s National
Benefits Center Liaison Committee, USCIS Ombudsman Liaison Committee, and previously served on numerous other
AILA national liaison committees, conference committees, task forces and Board of Governors working groups. Mr.
Austin is an AILA mentor in several categories, a regular speaker at AILA conferences, and has also participated in
several AILA podcasts and QuickTakes. Mr. Austin was also a past recipient of AILA’s Elmer Fried Excellence in
Teaching Immigration Law Award.
Alexis S. Axelrad is a partner in the firm, Barst Mukamal & Kleiner LLP in New York City. She received her B.A. from
the University of Maryland and J.D. from New York Law School. Ms. Axelrad served as an elected director on AILA's
Board of Governors and as the chair of the VSC committee. She is past chair of the NY Chapter and current chair of NY’s
CBP committee and member of the USCIS HQ National Committee. She is the author of an immigration column in the
New York Law Journal and maintains a busy practice with an emphasis on the interaction with the various DHS offices.
Cynthia A. Aziz, founded Aziz Law Firm, P.A. located in Charlotte, NC, in 1990. Ms. Aziz is a North Carolina State Bar
certified specialist in immigration and nationality law. She has served as the chair of the NC State Bar Certification
Committee on Specialization. She has been active in AILA for over 28 years as chapter chair, national, and chapter
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liaison to EOIR and USCIS, national and local conference planner, and as a speaker. Ms. Aziz is one of the original
organizers of and an attorney volunteer with the Immigration Assistance Project at the Charlotte Immigration Court. The
project aids unrepresented immigrants at the Charlotte Immigration Court. Since its creation in 2010, it has served as a
vital legal resource found in a few immigration courts nationwide. Ms. Aziz has been a recognized as one of the Best
Lawyers in America for more than 10 years. Ms. Aziz received her B.A. from Mount Holyoke College and her J.D. from
New England School of Law.
Cindy Azoulay is a partner with the firm of Kan-tor & Acco in Ramat Gan, Israel. She heads the firm’s U.S. Department,
which specializes in U.S. immigration matters for both corporate and individual clients, with an emphasis on employment,
family, and consular immigration issues. Ms. Azoulay has particular expertise in obtaining treaty trader work visas for
Israeli companies (E-1/E-2), and identifying and implementing visa options (L-1, H-1B, O-1, EB-1) for startups, small
businesses as well as publicly traded organizations. The U.S. Department provides assistance on all U.S. consular
processing matters, including filing visa applications, representation in E-1/E-2 visa processing, briefing applicants on
local procedures, and identifying and resolving impediments to visa issuance. She obtained her law degree in 1985 from
the University of Bridgeport School of Law and is admitted to practice in CT. Ms. Azoulay is an active member of the
RDC-EMEA Chapter.
Vikram K. Badrinath has practiced immigration law for more than 20 years. He is a certified specialist in Immigration &
Nationality Law by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization. He has argued and litigated cases before the
U.S. courts of appeal, U.S. district courts, the BIA, and immigration courts, nationwide. He has received awards from the
U.S. Department of Justice for his pro bono work before the BIA, and AILA as a recipient of the Jack Wasserman Award
for Excellence in immigration litigation. He has served on AILA's Amicus Committee, EOIR Liaison Committee, and
CBP Liaison Committee. He lectures nationally to lawyers, judges, and other legal professionals on various aspects of
U.S. immigration law, and is a regular faculty member for the AIC/AILA Litigation Institute.
Lisa Baker Jones is a senior attorney at Schoenleber & Waltermire, PC in Sacramento, California. She has practiced
business immigration law since 2005, with an emphasis on labor certifications, employer-sponsored work visas,
permanent residency, and naturalization. Ms. Baker Jones is a member of AILA’s Department of Labor Liaison
Committee. She received AILA’s 2014 Advocacy Award for Outstanding Efforts and is recognized as a Northern
California Super Lawyer for excellence in immigration law.
Maria Baldini-Potermin founded Maria Baldini-Potermin & Associates, P.C. in Chicago. She focuses on removal
defense, federal litigation, waivers, family-based immigration, and immigration consequences of criminal dispositions.
She is the author of Immigration Trial Handbook, update editor for Immigration Law & Crimes, and expert authorconsultant for Interpreter Releases. AILA awards include: the 2013 AILA Presidential Commendation, 2010 Edith
Lowenstein Award for Excellence in Advancing the Practice of Immigration Law, and 2004 Chicago Joseph Minsky
Mentor Award. She has served on and chaired numerous AILA committees, including the AILA Federal Court Litigation
Section. She serves on the National Immigration Project’s Board of Directors.
Bradley Banias, J.D., LL.M., is an attorney with Barnwell, Whaley, Patterson & Helms in Charleston, South Carolina.
After spending three years with the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Immigration Litigation - District Court Section,
Mr. Banias now focuses his practice on federal court immigration litigation; investment, family, and employment based
immigration law; administrative law; and civil litigation. Check out his blog dedicated to immigration litigation at
www.immigration-litigation-blog.com.
Veronica Barba is a partner at Lucas & Barba, LLP in Los Angeles, where she represents clients with a wide range of
removal defenses in detained and non-detained settings. She is the former director of the ABA Immigration Justice Project
(IJP) in San Diego. Ms. Barba was with the IJP since its inception in 2008, first serving as the Legal Orientation Program
attorney. Ms. Barba is a graduate of the University of Arizona School of Law and the University of California Los
Angeles. She previously worked for the Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law in Los Angeles, California. She
has been a speaker at various conferences and trainings for AILA, the Vera Institute of Justice, the Los Angeles County
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Public Defender’s Office, as well as other community groups and school venues. She has been recognized as one of the
Best Young Attorneys by the San Diego Daily Transcript and is a member of AILA’s Southern California Chapter.
Shannon Napier Barnes is a partner with Mehlman Barnes LLP in San Diego, California. She focuses her practice on
employment-based immigration matters representing clients from the Fortune 500 all the way to smaller privately held
organizations. Ms. Barnes is active in AILA at the local and national levels. Locally, she serves as a member of the AILA
San Diego Executive Committee. She also serves as the California Chapters’ Liaison for DMV licensing programs in the
State of California. Nationally, Ms. Barnes serves as the chair of the SSA/DMV/SAVE Taskforce. She has published with
AILA on various employment-based immigration topics. Ms. Barnes was ranked as a Rising Star to the field of
immigration law by Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, in 2015 and 2016.
Mark R. Barr is the senior associate at Lichter Immigration in Denver. Before joining the private bar, he completed a
judicial internship with EOIR. Mr. Barr is a member of AILA’s Amicus Committee, helping to coordinate litigation
strategies on issues of critical importance to immigration law and policy. Mr. Barr lectures locally and nationally on issues
related to removal defense, asylum, and federal litigation. Before his reincarnation as an immigration attorney, Mr. Barr
received a B.S. in cell biology from Cornell and worked in research laboratories at Cornell, Yale, and S.U.N.Y. Upstate
Medical University.
Ryan Barshop is currently in his second term as Government Committee chair for AILA's Asia Pacific Chapter. In
addition to being a consular processing expert on matters pending at the U.S. Embassy in Manila, Philippines, he is also
the CEO of Legalatty Limited, a company which provides business support to lawyers with a focus on immigration
practitioners.
Jacqueline Rose Bart is a certified immigration specialist by the Law Society of Upper Canada with over 25 years of
experience in Canadian immigration law. She is the author, co-author, and/or editor-in-chief of eight, immigration law
books, in addition to over 75 other immigration law publications. She is the president of the UIA Congress in Toronto in
2017. Ms. Bart has been a member of AILA since 1992. She founded BartLAW Group, Canadian Immigration Lawyers
(BartLAW) in 1994 in Toronto, Canada. BartLAW provides full service on all aspects of Canadian immigration and
citizenship law. For more information, contact her at bart@bartlaw.ca.
Diana C. Bauerle received her J.D. and M.B.A. from Loyola University Chicago. She is admitted to practice law in
Illinois, England, and Wales. She has served as chair of AILA's Nebraska Service Center Liaison Committee, and
previously was a liaison with the USCIS Chicago District office. She served as a co-chair of the Customs and Border
Protection Liaison Committee for AILA’s Chicago Chapter and also co-chair of the Committee on Immigration Law for
the Chicago Bar Association. She was a member of AILA's USCIS Benefits Liaison Committee. She regularly provides
pro bono services for community organizations. For more information see www.eiglaw.com.
Angela M. Bean is a partner in the firm Bean + Lloyd, LLP in Oakland, California. She is a certified specialist in
immigration and nationality law by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization. Ms. Bean has served two
terms on her State Bar's Immigration and Nationality Law Advisory Commission and has published numerous articles on
immigration for AILA. Ms. Bean has also appeared on national panels, and has been an expert witness on immigration
matters for the California State Bar, the Federal Public Defender, and the California Attorney General’s office. She has
taught immigration law at Berkeley Law (Boalt Hall), Golden Gate University, and JFK School of Law. Ms. Bean has
been designated a California Super Lawyer annually since 2004.
Jan Joseph Bejar has been practicing immigration law in San Diego since graduating from the University of San Diego
School of Law with a J.D. degree in 1983. He is a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California
State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization since 1992 and served as a commissioner on that Board from 1999-2003. He
represents clients in employment based cases as well as complex family immigration and removal cases. He has
successfully argued cases before the Federal District Court, the BIA, and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. In addition
to his work at his firm, Mr. Bejar was an adjunct professor at the University of San Diego School of Law, directing the
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university's immigration law clinic from 1994 to May 2013. A member of the San Diego County Bar Association and
AILA, Mr. Bejar has been a presenter at annual as well as California Chapter conferences. He formerly held the office of
vice chapter chair of the San Diego Chapter of AILA and presently serves on the AILA National EOIR Liaison
Committee.
Ava Benach is a founding partner of Benach Collopy. For over a decade, she has navigated clients through the maze of
immigration law. Ms. Benach has concentrated her practice on representing clients in removal proceedings and in
litigation matters before the federal courts. She also has extensive experience advising clients on the immigration
consequences of criminal convictions and complex citizenship and residence questions. She was identified as being a “goto attorney when it comes to representing individuals in complex government cases” and at the “forefront of an emerging
generation of litigators” in the immigration field by Chambers International. She currently serves on AILA’s Amicus
Committee, helping to set nationwide litigation strategy for the organization. In this capacity, Ms. Benach took a lead role
in challenging state immigration laws in South Carolina and Alabama. She has also served on the national AILA liaison
committee to Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE), representing the concerns of immigration lawyers among top
ICE officials. In the organization’s local chapter, she served as chair of the Litigation Committee and as pro bono
coordinator.
Dan Berger is a partner at the law firm of Curran & Berger in Northampton, MA. He won the 1995 AILA annual writing
competition for an article on legacy INS policies toward international adoptions. Mr. Berger has also been editor for the
AILA Immigration & Nationality Law Handbook since 2000, and edited Immigration Options for Academics and
Researchers (2005 and 2011 editions), the International Adoption Sourcebook, and the Diplomatic Visa Guide. He has
written a wide variety of topics including on Outstanding Professor/Researcher green cards, temporary visa "d3" waivers,
green cards for Iraqi and Afghan translators, use of DNA evidence in immigration cases, and the elements of immigration
law for in-house legal counsel. Mr. Berger is on the Editorial Board of Lexis/Nexis Law 360 Immigration, a founding
member of the American Alliance of International Entrepreneurs, and honorary member (and co-chair of the International
Committee) of the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys. He serves on the travel subcommittee of the National
Association of Foreign Student Advisers. He has been quoted in various media, including the Atlantic Magazine and the
Huffington Post. Mr. Berger developed his interest in immigration in college, where he studied immigration history and
taught English to adult refugees.
Greg Berk is special counsel at Sheppard Mullin in Orange County, California. He leads the firm’s corporate immigration
practice. He is a certified specialist in immigration law by the California State Bar. He is past chair of the Immigration
Subcommittee for the California State Bar’s International Law Section.
Joshua Bernstein is responsible for reviewing and implementing immigration related strategies and policies to improve
the lives of SEIU’s immigrant and U.S. born members. He joined SEIU’s staff in January of 2009, after more than 14
years as the director of federal policy and DC office director at the National Immigration Law Center (NILC). Among his
other accomplishments at NILC, he fostered enduring links between labor and community organizations on immigration
issues, co-wrote the original DREAM Act legislation, and helped launch the national DREAM Act movement. He holds a
Juris Doctor from the University of California (Boalt Hall).
Hudaidah Bhimdi is a partner at Murray Osorio PLLC. Throughout her legal career, she has successfully represented
thousands of corporate and individual clients in various circumstances, including business and investor visas, employment
visas, family visas, deportation, asylum, naturalization, and citizenship matters. She has appeared in hundreds of cases
before multiple immigration judges, successfully representing clients in matters ranging from removal proceedings and
bond hearings to claims for political asylum, cancellation of removal, hardship waivers, temporary protected status,
NACARA, and adjustment of status. She is also appointed as a board member for the Virginia Asian Advisory Board and
has served as a board member and secretary for the Pakistani Association of Central Virginia, and for the Asian American
Society of Central Virginia. Ms. Bhimdi has been asked to speak on various immigration-related topics, nationally and
internationally. She is a member of the Virginia State Bar, the District of Columbia Bar, the South Asian Bar Association,
the American Bar Association, and is admitted to practice in the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. She currently serves as
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the AILA DC Liaison for WAS CIS and has served as chair for AILA DC WAS EOIR Liaison Committee for two
consecutive years. She is also currently on various liaison committees for AILA's three International chapters.
Robert Birach is a solo practitioner who has practiced immigration law in Michigan for over 37 years. He is a graduate
of Western Michigan University (WMU) and Thomas Cooley (Cooley) Law School, class of 1978. He currently serves as
the chair of AILA’s Michigan chapter and on the Board of Governors for AILA National. He is a former adjunct professor
of immigration law at WMU and Cooley Law School, is an active participant on AILA's litigation bar listserv, and speaks
on a wide variety of subjects including H-2B visas, litigation and trial practice issues, and I-9 and H and L visa fraud
investigations and audits. He has a preeminent rating from Martindale Hubbell and is recognized by Super Lawyer, Best
Lawyer, Leading Lawyer magazines, the New York Times, U.S. News & World Report, and was named lawyer of the
year in 2013 in Michigan by Top Lawyer magazine in the field of immigration law.
Ally Bolour has been practicing immigration law since 1996. His clients are families and small to medium size
businesses. His firm’s services include assistance in nonimmigrant visas (E, O, P, H-1B, L) as well as asylum, VAWA,
and U-visas. His firm also handles family-based adjustments, and any applicable waivers. He is currently the asylum coliaison for AILA’s Southern California Chapter. He has served on the Board of Directors at the International Gay and
Lesbian Human Rights Commission (Presently known as Outright Action International) He is a member of AILA, Los
Angeles County Bar Association (LACBA), Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Lawyers Association, and LGBT Bar
Association. Currently, he is serving on the Board of Trustees at the American Immigration Council. He is a frequent
speaker on immigration issues for AILA, LACBA, and other local, national, and international organizations. He speaks
fluent Persian.
Raymond Reza Bolourtchi is a principal at Cofman Bolourtchi LLC in St. Louis, Missouri. Mr. Bolourtchi was born in
Iran, educated in Andorra, Spain, and France, and received his B.A. from UCLA and J.D. from St. Louis University. He is
a member of the Missouri Bar, and multiple federal bars. He practices criminal and family immigration, removal defense,
and federal litigation. He is the 2014 recipient of the Sam Williamson National Mentor Award, chair elect of the MOKAN chapter and ICE liaison, and serves on the ICE National Committee, and Federal Litigation Section, and has been
active in several national and state committees. He speaks Spanish, French, Catalan, Farsi, and Italian.
Barbara L. Bower has practiced immigration law in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, since 1986. Ms. Bower is a past chair of
AILA’s Pittsburgh Chapter. She has also been selected for inclusion in the immigration section of Best Lawyers in
America. She earned a J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law and an LL.M. in European Legal Systems from
the University of Exeter in England.
Joshua Breisblatt is a policy analyst at the American Immigration Council. Prior to joining the Council, he worked at the
National Immigration Forum (Forum) for over four years where he was manager of advocacy and policy. In that role, Mr.
Breisblatt was the Forum’s main point of contact with U.S. government agencies and the U.S. Congress. He also
specialized in border issues, including enforcement, civil rights, oversight of Customs and Border Protection, and trade
and commerce at U.S. ports of entry. Mr. Breisblatt earned his J.D. from The George Washington University School Law
and his B.S. from Arizona State University. Prior to attending law school, he worked for former Congressman, Harry
Mitchell from Arizona.
Elisabeth (Lisa) S. Brodyaga graduated from Catholic University Law School in 1974. Since 1981, she has been
certified in immigration and nationality law. In 1985, Ms. Brodyaga co-founded Refugio Del Rio Grande, a non-profit,
501(c)(3) refugee camp and law office on a 45-acre wilderness where she serves as a volunteer attorney. She still works
on asylum cases, but her primary focus is on Mexican-Americans born near the border with the aid of midwives, whose
citizenship is challenged.
Jan H. Brown has concentrated in the practice of immigration law since 1979, representing businesses, prominent artists
and workers, investors and families. He is co-chair, New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) and the International
Section’s Immigration and Nationality Committee. He is the former chair of AILA’s NY Chapter. Mr. Brown is a
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published author in the field of U.S. immigration laws and a frequent lecturer on diverse immigration related topics for
AILA and the NYSBA, among other groups. His immigration blog and editorial cartoons can be found on the Huffington
Post.
Meredith Brown is a solo practitioner in the Los Angeles, California area, and she practices in virtually all areas of
immigration law. She is a member of the Executive Committee of the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Immigration
Section for over 15 years, and she also is an AILA member since 1997. Ms. Brown is proud of her extensive work with
various non-profit organizations in the Los Angeles area, in addition to her extensive work in Central America and
Mexico.
Bruce E. Buchanan is an attorney at the Nashville and Atlanta offices of Sebelist Buchanan Law PLLC, where he
primarily represents employers in all aspects of immigration law, with a special emphasis on employer immigration
compliance, as well as employment/labor law matters. Mr. Buchanan received his law degree from Vanderbilt University
School of Law in 1982. He served as senior trial specialist for the National Labor Relations Board for 20 years. Mr.
Buchanan also served for 12 years as an adjunct professor at William H. Bowen UALR School of Law. After going into
private practice in 2003, he worked at two law firms, including Siskind Susser P.C., before forming his own law firm in
late 2015. Mr. Buchanan authors his own blog on employer immigration compliance for ilw.com, located at
www.EmployerImmigration.com, and is a guest blogger for LawLogix. He is also the editor of the Tennessee Bar
Association's Immigration Law Section Newsletter and Labor & Employment Law Newsletter, and AILA’s GeorgiaAlabama and Central Florida Chapters Newsletter on 11th Circuit decisions. Mr. Buchanan recently served on the
AILAILA’s National Verification Liaison Committee. He is past-Chair of the TBA's Immigration Law Section and
Arkansas Bar Association’s Labor and Employment Section. Mr. Buchanan currently serves on the Board of Directors for
the United Cerebral Palsy of Middle Tennessee, the Lupus Foundation – Mid-South, and Be About Change. Mr.
Buchanan is admitted to practice in Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, and Arkansas, and before the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, and DC Circuit. He may be contacted at bbuchanan@sblimmigration.com.
Gabrielle M. Buckley, a shareholder with Vedder Price in its Chicago office, chairs the firm’s Business Immigration
Group. She counsels companies on all aspects of employment-related immigration laws, including issues arising in M&A,
divestitures, and other forms of corporate reorganization. She assists clients in obtaining temporary and permanent
immigration status in virtually every immigration category, and develops immigration compliance policies and conducts
internal immigration/I-9 audits and training for employers. Ms. Buckley serves on the ABA’s 13-member Commission on
Immigration. She can be reached at: gbuckley@vedderprice.com.
Matthew Burnett has served as director of the Immigration Advocates Network since 2011, and previously served as
IAN's associate director. Before joining IAN, he worked representing low-income immigrants at East Bay Sanctuary
Covenant and Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, and served as a law clerk to Justice Z.M. Yacoob of the Constitutional
Court of South Africa. He received his B.A., cum laude, from the University of Washington, where he was a Mary Gates
Scholar and elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D., cum laude, from Seattle University School of Law, where he was a
Public Interest Law Foundation grant recipient and on the editorial board of the Journal for Social Justice. In 2013, Mr.
Burnett was named to the Fastcase 50, which honors the law's "most courageous innovators, techies, visionaries, &
leaders." He lives in New York City with his wife and daughter.
Gerald Burns founded the Burns Law Office in Chandler, Arizona in 2001 focusing on all areas of family immigration,
removal defense, asylum and specific business immigration matters. Mr. Burns served as chair of AILA’s Arizona
Chapter (2009-2012) and chair of the AILA National Family Immigration Committee (2011-2012). Mr. Burns has 17
years of experience representing clients before USCIS, ICE, BIA, 9th, and 10th Circuit Courts of Appeal as well as U.S.
consulates worldwide. Mr. Burns maintains an active pro bono practice representing victims of domestic violence, violent
crime, and unaccompanied minors.
Diane Butler chairs the immigration group at Lane Powell PC in Seattle and has served on the AILA Board of Governors
since 2011. She graduated with honors from the University of Wyoming in 1983. After being a legislative assistant for a
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Texas congressman in Washington, DC, she lived in Shanghai and worked for a Canadian law firm. She received her law
degree from George Washington University in Washington, DC in 1992. Aside from her business immigration practice,
Ms. Butler has handled DOL investigations, H-1B litigation, has an active cross border practice, and enjoys
troubleshooting problem cases.
Dagmar Butte is a shareholder at Parker Butte & Lane who practices business and family immigration for private
individuals and corporate clients in high tech, health care, engineering, education, and a variety of other sectors. She
writes and speaks frequently on immigration law matters throughout the U.S. Ms. Butte, an elected director of AILA’s,
has been listed as a Super Lawyer since 2008, is listed in Who’s Who Among Business Immigration Lawyers and
Chambers USA. She also served on then candidate Barack Obama’s Immigration Policy Committee, and received the
Oregon AILA 2009 Gerald H. Robinson Excellence in Immigration Advocacy Award. She currently chairs AILA’s
Service Center Operations Committee, and serves on the Business Immigration Committee. In her spare time, she is an
adjunct professor teaching international law at Lewis & Clark Law School.
Rob Caballero manages the Houston and Austin offices of Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP. He devotes his practice to
corporate and business immigration matters relating to temporary work visas, employment-based immigration,
naturalization, and consular processing, specifically within the energy, engineering and technology industries. Mr.
Caballero is the past chair of the AILA Texas Chapter and previously held the positions of secretary, treasurer, and vice
chair. He served on numerous AILA National Committees including: two terms as chair of AILA’s Gay/Lesbian Interest
Group and LGBT Immigration Issues Working Group, AILA’s EB-5 Investor Committee, AILA’s Strategic Planning
Committee, AILA’s Annual Conference Committee, and AILA’s Department of State Liaison Committee. He currently
serves on the Board of the American Immigration Council.
C. Lynn Calder has practiced immigration law exclusively for over 25 years with Allen & Pinnix, P.A. in Raleigh, North
Carolina. A trustee emeritus of the American Immigration Council, she has chaired AILA’s Carolinas Chapter and the NC
Bar Association Immigration Law Committee. Ms. Calder is a frequent speaker and writer for AILA and the NC bar, and
has long been active in AILA nationally and in her Chapter. Listed in Best Lawyers since 1991, she has been a NC State
Bar certified immigration law specialist since 1997, and has taught immigration law at Elon University and North
Carolina Central University law schools.
Ofelia L. Calderón is a founding partner at Calderón Seguin PLC in Fairfax, VA. In addition to maintaining a diverse
practice which includes family, naturalization, business, and asylum, Ms. Calderón concentrates on federal matters and
removal cases. Outside her practice, she is a fervent advocate for the immigration community and has frequently taken her
support and knowledge to various community forums. She has spoken to neighborhood associations on the rights of noncitizens in the U.S. and has also presented before local and regional courts on the impact of criminal sentencing for noncitizens. Ms. Calderón is on the Advisory Council of Legal Aid Justice Center and maintains memberships with AILA, the
National Immigration Project, CAIR Coalition, and the Virginia Women Attorneys Association. She also served as past
president of the Hispanic Bar Association of Virginia. Ms. Calderón has been invited to speak as a panelist at national,
state and local conferences. She also contributes her time to the BIA Pro Bono Screening Project and has worked closely
with numerous local non-profits to provide affordable legal advice to the community at large.
Boyd Campbell has practiced immigration and nationality law in Montgomery, Alabama, since 1988. He was a vice-chair
and member of AILA's EB-5 Investors Committee for four years. He has served as an AILA mentor for many years and is
a frequent speaker at immigration law conferences and seminars. He represents regional centers and is manager and
general counsel of America's Center for Foreign Investment in the Southeast. He is included in The Best Lawyers in
America in the field of immigration law, and his law firm is listed in Best Lawyers/U.S. News & World Report Best Law
Firms. His website, the Immigration Law Center, visaus.com, has provided information about immigration and U.S. visas
since 1994.

AILA Doc. No. 16051671. (Posted 06/06/16)

Magali Suárez Candler, principal at Suárez Candler Law, Houston, TX, has been practicing immigration law for over 26
years. Past chair of the Texas Chapter, she is currently an EOIR National Liaison Committee member. She is Board
certified in immigration and nationality Law in Texas, and received the J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award from
the Texas State Bar in 1999 for her work at Catholic Charities. Co-counsel on a 2012 win at the Supreme Court, Umer v.
Holder, she is licensed at the U.S. Supreme Court, the Fifth, and Eleventh Circuits as well as U.S. district courts. Ms.
Candler is a frequent speaker nationally and regionally.
Cory Caouette, managing partner at BSIS, has handled a variety of business and family immigration matters. Based in
Silicon Valley, Mr. Caouette has developed a national practice varying from Fortune 500 companies to sole proprietors,
tech and retail start-ups, athletes and entertainers to business investors and corporate executives. A frequent contributor at
AILA conferences, Mr. Caouette currently serves as chair of the AILA USCIS International Operations Committee and
was recently selected to the 2015 Who's Who in Corporate Immigration.
Beth E. Carlson is counsel in the Minneapolis office of Faegre Baker Daniel and advises U.S. and international
companies on employment-based immigration issues. Ms. Carlson currently manages immigration matters for Fortune
500 multinational companies, as well as for medium and small-sized public and private companies. She leads the health
care immigration practice at Faegre Baker Daniels. Ms. Carlson is a frequent speaker and writer on business immigration
issues and has given presentations for the National Business Institute, Council for Global Immigration, Minnesota
Chamber of Commerce, Minnesota Continuing Legal Education, and the Minnesota/Dakotas Chapter of AILA. She also
served on the 2015 Immigration Editorial Advisory Board - Law360 and will serve on this advisory board again in 2016.
Michele Carney is a partner at Carney & Marchi, PS in Seattle, Washington. Ms. Carney has represented a wide range of
immigration cases – from business clients to removal defense. She serves on the AILA National Ethics Committee,
WSBA Disciplinary Board (vice-chair), Washington Supreme Court Practice of Law Board, and is the past Chapter Chair
for AILA, Washington State. She has also been active within AILAWA for many years, serving on different committees
and the Executive Board. In February 2016, Ms. Carney joined a team of Washington attorneys and other CARA
volunteers and assisted Central American women and children detained in Dilley, TX. She has also been a speaker at
local, regional and national conferences in both ethics and immigration law. She obtained her J.D. from SMU Dedman
Law School in Dallas, Texas and Bachelor’s degree in Political Theory from McGill University in Montreal. She is
devoted to making a difference in her clients’ lives.
Jane S. Carroll is co-founder and principal of Intermezzo Business Migration Solutions, a consultancy that designs
comprehensive global immigration strategies and programs for business. She has nearly 30 years of immigration
experience, which includes senior counsel at Berry Appleman & Leiden in San Francisco and associate general counsel of
ThoughtWorks, Inc., a global IT consultancy headquartered in Chicago. She is a founder and the current co-chair of the
AILA Global Migration Section. Ms. Carroll holds a M.A. from Cambridge University and a J.D. from Loyola University
of Chicago. She is a frequent speaker nationally and internationally on global immigration issues.
Clayton E. Cartwright, Jr., is the founding and managing member of The Cartwright Law Firm, LLC, in Columbus,
Georgia, which specializes in the areas of international taxation and employee benefits. A frequent speaker and author for
immigration law seminars and practice guides, he advises businesses, financial institutions, attorneys, accountants,
investment advisors, and individuals on matters including expatriate taxation, cross-border employee transfers,
withholding and reporting requirements, and permanent establishments. He earned his undergraduate degree in
accounting, Beta Gamma Sigma, from The College of William & Mary and his law degree, cum laude, from Georgetown
University.
Robert Casazza is a Partner with Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy in New York. Mr. Casazza is responsible for
Fragomen's USCIS District Office Practice, both in New York and around the country. This work includes permanent
residence and citizenship interviews, emergency travel authorization and case inquiries, often on complicated cases and
for VIP clients. In this role, he has appeared at more than 40 different USCIS district offices. He was the chair of AILA’s
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NY District Director Liaison Committee, served on AILA’s Field Operations Committee, and is listed as an AILA mentor
for permanent residence, naturalization and local office practice.
Maggie Castillo received her Juris Doctor degree from the University of Arkansas in Little Rock and received her
undergraduate degree from Chapman University. She is currently an associate attorney at the law offices of Casillas and
Associates where she manages all of the firm’s immigration cases. Her immigration practice is primarily focused on
family, citizenship, victims of crime and removal defense. She has represented individuals in removal proceedings
throughout the United States. Prior to joining Casillas & Associates, she practiced immigration law in Chicago, Illinois.
She is a member of AILA’s Southern California Chapter, where she serves as vice-chair and is also a member of the Los
Angeles County Bar Association-Immigration Section Executive Committee.
Randall Caudle runs his own immigration law practice, Caudle Immigration, in San Francisco near the San Francisco
Giants baseball stadium. When not watching baseball games, Randall is working on sports immigration cases, marriage to
U.S. Citizen & K-1 visa cases, complicated I-751s, DACA AP, and finding new ways to use social media in his practice.
You can find out more about Mr. Caudle on his Caudle Immigration Facebook and Instagram pages, Twitter
(@randallcaudle), and his Immigration Attorneys & Social Media Facebook page. Mr. Caudle is also the AILA National
Law Student Outreach Committee Chair.
Henry Chang is a partner with Blaney McMurtry LLP, a full service Toronto-based law firm established in 1954. He is a
member of the firm’s Immigration Law group and co-chair of its International Trade and Business group. Mr. Chang
obtained his Juris Doctor from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1990. He is a member of the California State Bar and the
Law Society of Upper Canada (Ontario). A recognized authority in the field of United States and Canadian business
immigration law, Mr. Chang lectures extensively in both the United States and Canada. His articles have been published
in numerous nationally and internationally-recognized publications. Mr. Chang also mentors other lawyers in the practice
of business immigration law in the United States and Canada. Mr. Chang is a former executive member of Canadian Bar
Association’s National Immigration Law Section (2010-2014) and National International Law Section (2012-2014). He
was also Chapter Chair for AILA’s Canadian Chapter AILA and a member of AILA's Board of Governors from 19961998, 1999-2002, 2004-2006, and 2008-2009. Mr. Chang chaired AILA’s Technology Committee and served on AILA
National's Governance Committee in 1998. He served on AILA's Northern Border Task Force in 1999, AILA's EB-5
Immigrant Investor Committee from 2005-2007, and AILA's Admissions & Border Enforcement Committee from 20072008. Mr. Chang current serves on AILA’s National Department of State Liaison Committee. Mr. Chang is consistently
ranked as one of Canada’s top business immigration lawyers by The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory, Who’s Who
Legal, and Best Lawyers. He also holds an AV (Preeminent) Rating with Martindale-Hubbell.
Elizabeth Chatham is a partner at Osborn Maledon, P.A. in Phoenix, Arizona and the director of the firm’s Immigration
Law group. She has more than a decade of complex immigration experience advising Fortune 500 and 100 companies,
fast-growth organizations, entrepreneurs, educational institutions, non-profits and individuals. Awarded Best Lawyer in
America in 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016, Ms. Chatham advises companies and specializes in providing highly-tailored
legal guidance. This includes: filing and advising clients on temporary (including H-1B, L-1, O, P, TN, E-1, E-2, and R
visas) and permanent U.S. immigration options (EB-1 Outstanding Researcher, Extraordinary Ability, Multi-National
Manager, National Interest waivers, and PERM Labor Certifications), consular processing, naturalization, and
immigration compliance as well as I-9 audits and trainings for corporate HR personnel. Over the course of her career, Ms.
Chatham has worked at national and global law firms, the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, and a non-profit legal
organization. She has also been chosen as a speaker/presenter to consult at many immigration conferences nationwide.
Leah L. Chavarria is an associate attorney with Hurwitz Holt, APLC in San Diego, California. She represents clients in a
variety of immigration cases, primarily including removal defense and family based petitions. Mrs. Chavarria currently
serves as Chair of the Law Student Outreach Committee for AILA’s San Diego Chapter and enjoys being an active
member of AILA. As a newer practitioner, she presents to local law schools regarding current immigration issues and the
practice of immigration law.
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Maria C. Chavez is an associate at Jacobs & Schlesinger, LLP in San Diego, CA. She represents clients in a wide range
of immigration matters including family-based petitions, humanitarian remedies, and removal defense. She frequently
gives presentations around the community on various topics in immigration and nationality law and volunteers with
immigrant rights’ organizations throughout San Diego. She currently serves as the co-chair of the San Diego Chapter’s
New Member’s Division. Maria is a graduate of the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law.
Margo Chernysheva (margo@mclawlv.com) is the founding partner of MC Law Group based in Las Vegas, NV since
2009. She concentrates on business and investment-based immigration cases. Mrs. Chernysheva also does removal
defense and federal court representation in Nevada. She has over 10 years of corporate contract negotiation experience
specializing in the pharmaceutical and biotech industries. Mrs. Chernysheva received a pro bono award from Legal Aid of
Nevada in 2010-2015. She is a mediator for the Neighborhood Justice Center of Southern Nevada and has been appointed
by the Nevada Supreme Court as FMP mediator. Mrs. Chernysheva serves as arbitrator and mediator for the Nevada State
Bar Fee Dispute Committee. She is fluent in three languages. Mrs. Chernysheva volunteers as a chair for Practice
Management and Ethics committees for AILA’s Nevada and California Chapters as well as NMD liaison for NV Chapter.
She is a graduate of UNLV Boyd School of Law and is licensed to practice in Nevada and California.
Lori Chesser is a senior shareholder and chair of the Immigration Department at Davis Brown Law Firm in Des Moines,
Iowa. She chairs the American Immigration Council's Board of Trustees, and has served in many capacities with AILA
national and the Iowa/Nebraska Chapter, including currently serving as advocacy liaison.
Lucy G. Cheung is a partner at Goldstein and Cheung LLP, a New York City firm dedicated to the practice of
immigration law. Ms. Cheung practices general immigration law with a focus on EB-1, EB-2, business, corporations,
students, education institutions, and family immigration issues. She is an active member in AILA’s New York Chapter,
specifically as a co-chair of the CLE Committee from 2011 to 2013, and as a member of the Media/Advocacy and the
UPL Committees. She was recently selected as a 2015 Super Lawyer Rising Star for the Metro NY area. She earned her
law degree from New England Law | Boston in 2008.
Rosy H. Cho is a solo practitioner in San Francisco. Her practice focuses on family-based visas, removal defense, and
appeals before the BIA and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Ms. Cho is a frequent speaker at conferences and
workshops and contributes a substantial amount of her time to pro bono work. In 2008, she was the AILA liaison to ICE
during which she coordinated the efforts to challenge the unconstitutional practices of large-scale ICE raids in the San
Francisco Bay Area. For her efforts, Ms. Cho received the 2010 Phillip Burton Immigration and Civil Rights Award for
Advocacy by the Immigrant Legal Resource Center. She has been selected as a Super Lawyer each year since 2008. Ms.
Cho received her BA from Amherst College and her J.D. from U.C. Berkeley Law School (Boalt Hall).
Gary Chodorow is a China-based immigration lawyer. He has helped clients with U.S. and China visas, permanent
residence, and citizenship matters for more than 20 years. Gary often represents clients before the U.S. Embassy and
Consulates in China as well as the USCIS offices in Beijing and Guangzhou. He is a founding member of AILA's AsiaPacific chapter, co-chair of the American Chamber of Commerce-China’s visa committee, and adjunct professor at
Chicago-Kent School of Law. He writes the U.S. & China Visa Law Blog at www.LawAndBorder.com.
Poorvi Chothani is the managing partner of LawQuest, an immigration and employment law firm headquartered in
Mumbai and the Law Office of Poorvi Chothani PLLC in New York. Ms. Chothani heads the global immigration practice
at both these firms. She is an alumna of Penn Law School, is admitted to the NY State Bar, and is a registered and
practicing Solicitor in England and Wales. She is a part of the Steering Group of the AILA’s Global Migration Section
where she served as section co-chair 2014-2015 and has served as conference chair for the section's Global Migration
Forums in 2012 and 2013. Ms. Chothani is also part of AILA’s Distance Learning Committee and is an active member of
AILA’s Bangkok and Rome District Chapters. She serves on the board of the Indo American Chamber of Commerce and
the Penn Club of Mumbai. She is often quoted in the press, along with her team, for their commitment to pro bono work.
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Sui Chung specializes in removal defense with Immigration Law & Litigation Group. AILA awarded her the Michael
Maggio Award after she established the Krome Mental Incompetency Project. She was co-counsel in Hernandez v. State,
the lead case in Florida addressing an immigrant’s right to effective representation of counsel, and counsel for Enrique,
from award-winning novel, Enrique’s Journey. Ms. Chung also serves on the boards of AILA South Florida, Catholic
Legal Services, and Immigrants’ List. She began her career at the BIA with the Attorney General Honors Program. She
received a J.D. from Georgetown Law, and B.A. and B.M. degrees from Oberlin College.
Elanie J. Cintron is an associate at Lichter Immigration where she has gained a tremendous amount of experience in
removal defense and family-based petitions. She has also participated in ending family detention in Artesia, New Mexico
and Dilley, Texas. She has participated in numerous community outreach events in hopes of educating our most
vulnerable populations and helping to end the unauthorized practice of law. She is a member of AILA’s Family Detention
Task Force as well as the LGBT Working Group Committee. She is also Chair of AILA Colorado's New Member
Division Committee.
David L. Cleveland, a staff attorney at Catholic Charities of Washington, DC, was chair of the AILA Asylum Committee
(2004-2005) and has secured asylum or withholding for people from 45 countries. A graduate of the University of
Rochester and Case Western Reserve University School of Law, he has published articles on asylum for Bender’s
Immigration Bulletin, ILW.com, AILA, and Lexis-Nexis.
Justin Sean Coffey is an attorney in the Immigration Practice Group of Ogletree's Raleigh office. He has served as a
member of the Board of Directors of the International and Immigration Law Section of the Atlanta Bar Association, and
served as Chair of the Board in 2011. He has authored over 35 immigration law related publications. Mr. Coffey's practice
focuses exclusively on business immigration. He advises large multinational companies on all aspects of employmentbased immigration as well as I-9 compliance and E-Verify.
William L. Coffman’s legal work focuses exclusively on immigration and nationality law with emphasis on
employment-based immigration. He regularly represents clients in immigration matters before USCIS) and the
Department of Labor, as well as before U.S. and foreign consulates. He is Recommended by The Legal 500 United States
for Labor & Employment: Immigration (2014), has been named to Best Lawyers in America: Immigration Law for 2013–
2016, and International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers (2015 and 2016).
Marshall Lewis Cohen is one of the founding principles of Antonini & Cohen. He has practiced immigration law
exclusively for over 25 years. Mr. Cohen practices all areas of immigration law including family and employment cases,
temporary and permanent visas, naturalization, deportation defense, and federal litigation. He has taught immigration law
as an adjunct professor at the Georgia State University Law School. Mr. Cohen has served on AILA’s EOIR Liaison
Committee and currently serves on the ICE Liaison Committee. He has also served in each of the Georgia – Alabama
AILA Chapter’s Executive Committee positions, most recently as Chapter chair.
Robert H. Cohen is a partner with Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP, in Columbus, Ohio. He has practiced
immigration law for over 38 years. His primary areas of practice include business and family immigration. Mr. Cohen has
served as Ohio chapter chair and on the DOL and NSC liaison committees. He is currently chair of the USCIS Benefits
Committee and immediate past chair of the Board of Trustees of the American Immigration Council. He received the
2013 Jack Wasserman Award for excellence in litigation in the field of immigration law and has been listed in the Best
Lawyers in America® for Immigration Law every year since 1995 and has been recognized by Super Lawyers. Mr. Cohen
is a graduate of Miami University and the University of Cincinnati College of Law.
Sherry K. Cohen is the former first deputy chief counsel of the New York Appellate Division First Department,
Departmental Disciplinary Committee (DDC) (2003 to 2010) and staff attorney (1993 to 2003). Prior to joining DDC, she
was a litigation associate at Schulte Roth & Zabel in New York. Ms. Cohen personally tried over 40 cases resulting in
public discipline of lawyers, including the first case of public discipline against a law firm in New York. (Matter of
Wilens and Baker, a case involving a pattern of uncivil treatment of immigrations clients and neglect.) Other immigration
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related prosecutions involved lawyers who maintained excessive immigration caseloads, which resulting in “bare-bones”
representation and who also assisted the unauthorized practice of law through improper association with non-lawyer
assistants. (Matter of Rodkin and Matter of Muto, e.g.) Although no longer engaged in the practice of law, Ms. Cohen
currently serves as reporter for AILA’s Ethics Compendium. Each chapter of the Ethics Compendium discusses a
particular Model Rule of Professional Responsibility in the context of the everyday immigration law practice.
Diana Vellos Coker is a co-managing partner of Larrabee Albi Coker LLP (LAC) in San Diego. Her practice focuses on
employment-based immigration law for a variety of technology related companies. She is the outgoing chair of AILA’s
San Diego Chapter and is an ambassador with the American Immigration Council. Ms. Cohen has been a member of
AILA since 1997 and is a frequent speaker and writer on employment-based immigration matters. She has also been
involved in immigration advocacy both at the state and national level. Ms. Cohen is a graduate of American University,
Washington College of Law.
Teresa Coles-Davila is the founding partner of the Law Offices of Teresa Cole-Davila & Associates, where she focuses
her practice on immigration law. She was a visiting professor at St. Mary’s University School of Law from 2000-2002 and
an adjunct professor at Texas Tech University School of Law in 1999. She received her J.D. from St. Mary’s University
School of Law and her undergraduate degree from University of St. Thomas (TX). She was admitted to the Texas Bar in
1998 and became board certified in immigration & nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in 2006.
Ms. Coles-Davila has served as the AILA/EOIR Liaison from 2007-2015, and also previously chaired the San Antonio
Bar Association’s Immigration & Nationality Law Section from 2008-2015. Currently, Ms. Coles-Davila serves as a
Family Based section vice president for the Texas State Bar’s Immigration & Nationality Law Section.
Dree K. Collopy is a partner of Benach Collopy LLP, where she devotes her practice to defending and representing
individuals in removal proceedings, asylum matters, federal court litigation, VAWA and U visa petitions, waivers of
inadmissibility, and other complex matters. A recognized asylum expert, Ms. Collopy chairs AILA National's Asylum and
Refugee Committee and is the author of AILA's Asylum Primer. Dree mentors pro bono attorneys, represents detained
women and children asylum-seekers pro bono, and serves on working groups developing nation-wide policy advocacy
and litigation strategies on behalf of refugees. She co-directs the Immigration Litigation Clinic at The Catholic University
of America Columbus School of Law, where she is a member of the adjunct faculty.
Holly Cooper has extensive litigation experience defending the rights of immigrants and is a nationally recognized expert
on immigration detention issues and on the immigration consequences of criminal convictions. Ms. Cooper is a graduate
of University of California, Davis School of Law, where she was on the Board of the King Hall Legal Foundation and an
active member of the National Lawyers Guild. She received her B.A. degree in Political Science from the University of
California San Diego. As an undergraduate, she also studied Political Science and Economics at the University of Padua
in Italy. She speaks, reads, and writes in Spanish and Italian. After law school, Ms. Cooper worked for Reed Smith LLP
(formerly Crosby, Heafey Roach & May LLP), The Law Offices of Fellom & Solorio, and the Florence Immigrant &
Refugee Rights Project. As the Senior Staff Attorney at the Florence Project, Ms. Cooper initiated the Detained Immigrant
Children’s Rights Project, provided representation and pro se assistance for adult detainees, and mentored pro bono
attorneys. She currently serves on the UC Haiti Initiative’s Steering Committee and is on the Advisory Board for the
Gifford Center for Population Studies. Ms. Cooper joined the UC Davis law faculty in 2006 and is currently the
Associate Director of the Immigration Law Clinic where she focuses on advocating for the rights of detained immigrants.
In 2011, she was the recipient of the King Hall Legal Foundation’s Outstanding Alumni Award and the Carol Weiss King
award from the National Lawyers Guild. Ms. Cooper also trains lawyers on a national level and regularly speaks at
academic conferences. She provides expert legal advice to public defenders and was AILA’s Liaison to the Office of the
Chief Immigration Judge for two years. In the international domain, Ms. Cooper has worked on human rights issues in
Haiti and has volunteered on multiple human rights delegations to Haiti since the earthquake.
Scott F. Cooper is located in Madison, Wisconsin. His experience has been focused in employment-related immigration
matters. Mr. Cooper is a former officer with the Greater Chicago AILA Chapter, former Chair of the Michigan Chapter, a
member of the AILA Board of Governors, and a former Chair of the Chicago Bar Association Immigration and
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Nationality Law Committee. He has also served on the Nebraska Service Center Liaison Committee and other AILA
committees.
Theresa Corcoran is a shareholder with the firm of Kempster, Corcoran, Quiceno & Lenz-Calvo, Ltd., in Chicago where
she practices exclusively in the area of immigration and nationality law. She has served as a member of the Executive
Board for AILA’s Chicago Chapter, and currently serves on AILA’s National Business Immigration Committee. She
holds degrees from the University of Illinois-Champaign and IIT-Chicago Kent College of Law.
Robert Crane has practiced immigration law at Jones & Crane law firm in South Texas (Weslaco) since 1979. He has
been a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by the Texas board since 1984. He is associated with Jaime
M. Diez, also board certified, who has been notably successful in litigating U.S. passport denials and revocations for both
native and foreign born U.S. citizens.
Melissa Crow is the legal director of the American Immigration Council. She oversees the Council’s impact litigation,
legal advocacy and legal education work. She has practiced immigration law for more than twelve years, including
litigation in the federal courts, immigration courts, and BIA. Prior to joining the Council, Melissa served as a senior policy
advisor in the Office of Policy at the Department of Homeland Security. She was previously a partner with Brown,
Goldstein & Levy in Baltimore, Maryland, where she developed a thriving immigration practice and undertook litigation
to protect immigrants' rights in the workplace. Before entering private practice, Ms. Crow served as counsel to Senator
Edward M. Kennedy during the 2007 debates on the U.S. Senate's comprehensive immigration reform bill. She also spent
a year as the Gulf Coast policy attorney at the National Immigration Law Center. Ms. Crow has taught in the Safe Harbor
Clinic at Brooklyn Law School and the International Human Rights Clinic at Washington College of Law.
Lindsay A. Curcio is a solo practitioner in Brooklyn, New York and an adjunct professor at New York Law School. She
is a co-author of Immigration and Nationality Law: Problems and Strategies (LexisNexis). She is an active member of
AILA, the Center for International Legal Studies, and the National Writers Union. Ms. Curcio received the Super Lawyers
Immigration, Metro New York designation for 2014 and 2015. She was awarded a bachelor's degree in Spanish from
Northwestern University, a J.D. from IIT-Chicago Kent College of Law, an M.B.A. (concentration in marketing with
international business designation) from Fordham University, and an LL.M. in Transnational Commercial Practice from
the Center for International Legal Studies/Lazarski University. She is studying towards a graduate certificate in healthcare
compliance law at the University of Pittsburgh Law School.
Ramon E. Curiel is a partner at Oliva, Saks, Garcia & Curiel, L.L.P. in San Antonio, Texas, and has practiced
immigration law for more than 16 years. He received his J.D. from Texas Tech University School of Law and an LL.M. in
International Law from St. Mary’s University. He has served as the AILA Liaison for the San Antonio District Office of
USCIS for eight years. He is currently a member of the AILA National CBP Liaison Committee and the local CBP
Liaison for San Antonio. He is a past-chair of the International Law Section of the San Antonio Bar Association. He also
served as a member of the Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee of the Supreme Court of Texas in San Antonio. He
practices exclusively immigration law focused on business related cases with an emphasis on professionals, entrepreneurs
and investors.
Ericka Curran is a professor and the director of the Immigrant and Human Rights clinic at Florida Coastal School of
Law in Jacksonville Florida. In addition to running the clinic and teaching immigration law, she also serves on the Board
of AILA's Central Florida chapter. Ms. Curran has conducted numerous CLEs on Immigration Relief for Immigrant
Victims of Violent crime and domestic violence. Since inception in 2007, Florida Coastal's Immigrant and Human Rights
Clinic has provided representation to over 600 indigent immigrant families.
Josiah Curtis is an associate with Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP and his practice area is exclusively
business immigration with a strong focus on small to mid-size companies. He currently serves as an at large member of
AILA National’s New Members Division Steering Committee and is active with the New Members Division in the New
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England chapter. Mr. Curtis is a graduate of the New England School of Law and received his undergraduate degree from
Framingham State University.
Sara Dady has been practicing family based immigration, including visas for victims of domestic violence and other
crimes as well as deportation defense for over 10 years. She is a partner at Dady & Hoffmann LLC in Rockford, Illinois
and a board member of Justice for Our Neighbors of Northern Illinois (JFON), which provides high quality, free
immigration legal services. She writes frequently for local Spanish language newspapers on immigration matters and is an
advocate for comprehensive immigration reform. Ms. Dady graduated with a B.A. in classical studies and political science
from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa and earned her J.D. from Mitchell Hamline College of Law, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Robin Dalton is an immigration attorney at Rise Law Center in Wisconsin. She is committed to providing quality
representation in immigration and family law to empower clients. She represents survivors in protection orders, divorce,
wills, and immigration matters.
Sabrina Damast is the principal attorney at the Law Office of Sabrina Damast in Los Angeles, California. She represents
clients in all forms of immigration cases, with a particular focus on appeals, asylum, waivers, and "crimmigration" issues.
Ms. Damast has published articles on asylum, waivers, executive action, and the immigration consequences of criminal
convictions. She also frequently teaches about immigration law topics at CLEs. Before entering private practice, Ms.
Damast was a judicial law clerk in the Los Angeles Immigration Court for two years. She sits on bar association
committees, including local and national AILA committees. She is a member of the New York and California State Bars.
Ms. Damast is admitted to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States Supreme Court.
Laura Danielson is the chair of the Immigration Department at Fredrikson & Byron. She has been an immigration lawyer
since 1989, is a frequent speaker at national and international conferences, and is the co-author of Immigration Law in a
Nutshell and co-editor of Green Card Stories. Splitting her time between Fredrikson & Byron’s Minneapolis and Shanghai
offices, Ms. Danielson is committed to developing and providing global and investment-related immigration services,
including EB-5 applications for foreign investors. Concentrating on business and investor-based immigration, she works
with companies, investors, and other professionals throughout the world
Cheryl R. David handles all aspects of immigration law with an emphasis on removal and family-based cases. She was
an elected director of AILA’s Board of Governors from June 2007-May 2013. Previously, she served as the national chair
of the Executive Office for Immigration Review on behalf of AILA from 2009-2012. She chaired AILA’s national ICE
Liaison Committee from 2007-2010 and served as chair of the AILA New York Chapter from 2006-2007. She currently
serves as a member of the ICE National Liaison Committee. In addition, she was locally the chair of the ICE Detention
and Removal Committee from the 2007-2010 and oversaw the EOIR/AILA juvenile pro-bono docket. Ms. David was on
the Board of Directors of the City Bar Fund from 2007-2013 and is a member of “Katzman’s Study Group.” This past
year, she became a board member of ASISTA. She is a frequent lecturer on removal and family-based immigration issues.
She is admitted to practice in New York, Massachusetts, and the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York.
Jonathan Davis has been based in the London office of Fragomen LLP since 2010, where he currently manages the
firm’s Irish immigration practice. He previously managed the office’s U.S. consular practice, handling a wide range of
matters at US consular posts and USCIS offices throughout Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. An active member of the
Rome District Chapter, Mr. Davis is a frequent speaker on U.S. immigration topics throughout Europe. He is qualified to
practice in California, Ireland, and England, and Wales.
Sara DeBlaze serves as counsel & co-chair of the Business Immigration group at Vedder Price. Ms. DeBlaze has a broad
range of experience developing and executing global immigration policy, process and strategy as well as worked
extensively with every facet of nonimmigrant & immigrant matters. She has experience providing training and functional
know-how to recruiters and hiring managers in identifying & handling candidates with immigration needs. Prior to joining
Vedder Price, Ms. DeBlaze served as assistant general counsel & global immigration director at Aon, where she oversaw
the global immigration program. Ms. DeBlaze has extensive experience advising corporations regarding Form I-9 and EAILA Doc. No. 16051671. (Posted 06/06/16)

Verify requirements and obligations, including the federal contractor provisions. In 2015, the Legal 500 United States
recommended Ms. DeBlaze for the Labor & Employment – Immigration category.
Ashley Foret Dees, with offices in both Texas and Louisiana, represents employers and individuals through the complex
immigration process. She regularly speaks at AILA's Annual Conference, AILA Texas and MidSouth Chapter
Conferences, the Federal Bar Association Conference, the Louisiana State Bar Immigration Law Conference, and other
conferences regarding H-2B and H-2A visas and employer compliance. Mrs. Dees founded and chairs the Louisiana State
Bar Association's Immigration Law Section and serves as chair of their Annual Immigration Law Seminar. She has served
on the AILA National Pro Bono Committee. She also currently chairs the AILA MidSouth Chapter Pro-Bono Committee.
In Texas, she also serves on the Texas State Bar, Immigration and Nationality Section as vice president for Asylee and
Refugee Issues and chair of the grant committee. Over the course of her career, Mrs. Dees has represented numerous
companies with matters of immigration and employer compliance in the construction, food service, and agricultural
industries.
Leslie K. Dellon, with 20+ years of business immigration law experience, is the business litigation fellow at the American
Immigration Council, where she has been developing, implementing and overseeing litigation and other strategies to
challenge problematic agency policies and practices. She has represented clients in her own firm, L. Dellon Immigration
Law, LLC since August 2011. She is a past AILA DC Chapter chair.
Robert “Rusty” L. DeMoss II practices immigration and naturalization law in Atlanta, Georgia. He graduated from
Harvard Law School in 1989. He has been Florida Bar Board Certified in immigration and nationality law since 1995.
Active in AILA for a long time, he has served on or chaired national liaison committees, including AILA-USCIS HQ,
AILA-USCIS SCOPS, AILA-TSC, AILA-NBC, and as a national AILA author, editor, speaker, and chapter chair
(Central Florida). Currently, he is the AILA-USCIS Ombudsman Liaison chair. He is a recipient of several AILA
Presidential Commendations and was awarded the Joseph Minsky Young Lawyer Award (1995).
Tiffany Derentz joined the Visa Office as a Presidential Management Fellow in 2012 and has since served as an attorney
in the Legal Advisory Opinion’s Division. Her portfolio has focused on diplomatic and official visas (world-wide) as well
as regional visa issues for Europe and the Western Hemisphere. During a temporary assignment at the U.S. Embassy in
Moscow, she led the consular section’s preparations for the lead up to the 2014 Winter Olympics and Paralympics in
Sochi. She also served as a consular officer in the American Citizen Services and Nonimmigrant Visa units.
Arti K. Desai is an associate attorney at the Nair Law Group, a law firm practicing exclusively in the area of U.S.
immigration and nationality law. The firm represents business and corporate clients in all matters of employment-based
immigration. Ms. Desai graduated from Rutgers University with a Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in Criminal Justice
and from New York Law School with a Juris Doctors degree in 2008. Ms. Desai began working in the field of
immigration law while working as an associate attorney at a New York City immigration law firm. Ms. Desai is admitted
in the New York Appellate Division, First Department; and New Jersey Supreme Court. She is also a member of New
Jersey State Bar Association, New York State Bar Association, and the AILA. She is fluent in several Indian languages
including, Hindi and Gujarati.
Laura Devine is the managing partner of Laura Devine Solicitors, a prestigious boutique immigration firm in London and
New York with a staff of 60, which provide UK and U.S. immigration advice. Together, the offices have been described
as a “transatlantic powerhouse.” The firm is rated in legal directories in the top tier of immigration firms. Laura was
recognized as Woman Lawyer of the Year at the Law Society Excellence awards 2015 and Citywealth’s Entrepreneurial
Woman of the Year. The firm was also awarded Immigration Law Firm of the Year at The Magic Circle Awards 2015.
Jeffrey A. Devore is the managing partner of the Devore Law Group in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. He received his
B.S. in Computer Science in 1986 from Bowling Green State University and his J.D. in 1989 from the Western Michigan
University Thomas M. Cooley Law School. He is Board Certified in immigration and nationality law by The Florida Bar,
Martindale-Hubbell AV® rated, and a Florida Super Lawyer. He has litigated extensively against the Departments of
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State, Justice, and Homeland Security in federal court, and has written and lectured extensively on United States
immigration and naturalization matters. He is admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, the United
States Court of Appeals for the Second, Ninth, and Eleventh Circuits, the U.S. District Courts for the Middle and Southern
Districts of Florida, the Northern District of Texas, and the Western District of Tennessee. Mr. Devore is a past chapter
chair of AILA’s South Florida and Latin America and Caribbean chapters and is a former member of AILA’s Board of
Governors.
Alexander Dgebuadze is a founding partner at Sostrin Immigration Lawyers, LLP in Los Angeles. He focuses on
business immigration law, representing clients in academic, automotive, entertainment, healthcare, R&D, and hightechnology sectors. Mr. Dgebuadze has served on various AILA committees, writes and presents extensively on advanced
immigration law topics, and, most recently, has served as a co-editor for AILA’s PERM Labor Certification Survival
Guide, 2015-16 edition. Mr. Dgebuadze is listed in The International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers.
Robert C. Divine leads the Global Immigration Group of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell, & Berkowitz, P.C. He
served from July 2004 until November 2006 as chief counsel and for a time as acting director of USCIS. He is the author
of Immigration Practice, a 1,600 page practical treatise on all aspects of U.S. immigration law in its 15th Edition. He has
practiced immigration law since 1986 and has served as chair of various national committees within AILA.
Kenneth Craig Dobson, principal at Dobson Law LLC, has practiced immigration law for over 10 years. He has a Juris
Doctor, cum laude, from New England School of Law. During law school, he received CALI awards in both the Law and
Ethics of Lawyering and International Business Transactions and served as Editor-in-Chief of the New England Journal of
International and Comparative Law. He is currently chairperson of the District 1 UPL Committee for the Georgia State
Bar and a member of AILA’s National Ethics Committee. He recently authored an article on Rule 8.5 entitled "The Law
of Outlaws: Rules and Jurisdiction When Establishing an Out-of-State Practice Under Rule 5.5(d)(2)" as part of his work
for the ethics committee.
Anthony Drago, Jr. was admitted to the Massachusetts bar in December, 1988, and the New York bar in January, 1989,
and has been a member of AILA since 1996. Mr. Drago served as an elected director on AILA’s Board of Governors. He
was chapter chair for AILA NE, chair of the AILA national liaison committee for EOIR, and has been co-chair of the
AILA NE Chapter liaison for ICE, ERO for many years.
DC Drake is a solo practitioner at Drake Immigration Law, PLLC in Alexandria, Virginia. He represents clients in a
broad range of areas including employment and family-based cases, removal defense and appeals, as well as consular
matters. He is on the Executive Committee of AILA’s DC Chapter and has previously served on DC Chapter's USCIS,
EOIR, and ICE Liaison Committees. Mr. Drake is particularly involved in student outreach and serves on the AILA
National Student Outreach Committee. He is licensed in Virginia and is a graduate of the George Mason University
School of Law, where he is an adjunct professor of immigration law.
Andrew J. Driggs practices immigration law in Long Beach, California. Mr. Driggs graduated from the University of
Arizona College of Law in 1991 and was a member of the Arizona Law Review. He has a Bachelor's and Master's Degree
from Brigham Young University. Mr. Driggs represents businesses, both large and small and individuals before USCIS,
the Department of State, and the immigration court. He is a former chair of the Nevada Chapter.
Larry L. Drumm is a partner in the San Francisco office of Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP. Mr. Drumm handles a
variety of business immigration matters, including employment visas for professionals, intracompany transferees,
investors, and trainees. Mr. Drumm has served in various leadership capacities for AILA, including five years on the
executive board of the Northern California Chapter. He has also chaired the USCIS California Service Center Committee,
the Consumer Protection and Authorized Practice of Law Action Committee, and served on the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Committee and, most recently, the AILA Board of Publications. He is a graduate of the University of
California Hastings College of the Law.
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Sharon M. Dulberg is sole proprietor of the firm McVey Mullery & Dulberg, in San Francisco, California. Ms.
Dulberg’s practice focuses on removal defense, asylum with a focus on lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender asylum,
family-based immigration including transgender marriage-based immigration, small business employment-based
immigration and citizenship. Ms. Dulberg is a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California
Board of Legal Specialization. She previously served as treasurer, secretary, vice chair and chair of the AILA Northern
California Chapter. Ms. Dulberg is a frequent speaker at AILA conferences and other organizations.
Jennifer Durkin is a partner at Durkin & Puri, LLP and has been practicing immigration law for over 15 years. She
handles all areas of immigration law; however, she focuses on removal, waivers of inadmissibility, and family-based
matters. Ms. Durkin is currently secretary of AILA’s New York Chapter. She is a member of the National EOIR Liaison
Committee as well as the Pro Bono Committee. For many years, she helped run the AILA Children’s Docket program at
the NY Immigration Court.
Neena Dutta is the principal of the Dutta Law Firm in NYC. Her practice is primarily business and some family-based
cases. She is currently a director on the AILA’s Board of Governors. Previously, she served as AILA’s NY Chair and has
served on a number of national committees and liaised with various government agencies to improve regulatory practices
and impact legislative policy. Ms. Dutta has also represented pro bono clients and most recently has spent a week at the
CARA Pro Bono Project in Dilley, TX. She is the recipient of the 2016 SABANY Pro Bono Award. She has previously
been recognized as an attorney in the New York Metro Rising Stars, Super Lawyers, and Top Women Attorneys.
Lauren Eagan (formerly Lauren Paulus) is the founder and managing attorney at Eagan Immigration, with offices in
Washington, DC and McLean, VA. Mrs. Eagan has extensive immigration law experience and enjoys cases involving new
or complex issues. She has handled multiple derivative citizenship cases, from the most straightforward case to cases with
a myriad of challenges. Mrs. Eagan hopes that her experience with derivative citizenship cases will benefit other
practitioners representing clients in this area.
Mitra Ebadolahi (@MitraEbadolahi) has been with the ACLU since 2011. As a Border Litigation Project staff attorney,
she focuses on identifying, documenting, and litigating human and civil rights violations along the U.S.-Mexico border.
Her litigation lies at the intersection of immigrants’ rights, racial justice, and police practices. She is also a lecturer-in-law
at UC Irvine School of Law. Previously, she clerked for Judge Betty B. Fletcher (9th Circuit) and Judge Margaret M.
Morrow (C.D. Cal.). She holds degrees from NYU School of Law, the London School of Economics, and UCLA.Win
Eaton is the founding attorney of Eaton & Associates, an immigration law firm headquartered in Bakersfield, California.
The firm serves clients around the world from several west coast offices in the states of California & Oregon. Mr. Eaton’s
firm focuses on complex areas of immigration law, including removal defense, citizenship, business, investment
immigration, family immigration, and all immigration-related litigation or appeals. He is an advocate for employer and
immigrant rights. He travels extensively lecturing on immigration and foreign national employment matters. Mr. Eaton is
the only California State Bar certified immigration specialist practicing in California's vast, immigrant rich, South San
Joaquin Valley. He holds a Juris Doctorate degree from Oak Brook College of Law and Government Policy. He is
admitted to practice law before the Supreme Courts, all state courts, and Federal District Courts of Oregon and California,
as well as immigration courts, the BIA, and the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeal for the Ninth Circuit. In his former life, Mr.
Eaton applied his training in electrical engineering as president and founder of Eaton Electric Inc., an electrical and
automation contracting company located in the state of Oregon.
Philip Eichorn is a partner at Hammond Law Group, LLC. Mr. Eichorn earned his Bachelor’s degree from the Ohio
State University and obtained his Juris Doctor degree from University Akron School of Law. Mr. Eichorn is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, Fourth Circuit and Sixth Circuit. He is also admitted to the
Northern District of Ohio and the Southern District of Ohio and all Ohio State courts. Mr. Eichorn is also a former chapter
chair of Ohio AILA and currently serves on numerous national AILA committees. Outside of practice, he is a professor of
immigration law at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.
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Lisa N. Ellis is the founder and principal attorney of Ellis Immigration Law, LLC in Seattle, WA. She is a graduate of
Whitman College and University of Oregon School of Law, where she was an executive editor for The Oregon Law
Review. Ms. Ellis’s practice focuses on employment-based, family-based, and global migration work. A former member
of AILA’s Washington Chapter Executive Committee, Ms. Ellis is the chair of the AILA Board of Publications
Committee. She is the author of Visa Solutions for International Students, Scholars, and Sponsors (Thomson
Reuters/Aspatore 2012 Ed.).
Charles “Shane” Ellison is legal director of Justice For Our Neighbors-Nebraska, and a National JFON attorney where
he spearheads impact litigation for the JFON network. He is licensed to practice in New York, Nebraska, the U.S. District
Court for Nebraska, the Eighth Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Shane also teaches immigration law at Creighton
Law School. He is the former chair of the Nebraska State Bar Association’s Immigration Law Section. He also serves as
the Chicago Asylum Office Liaison for the Iowa/Nebraska AILA Chapter. He is on the Board of the Refugee
Empowerment Center and the National Board of Immigration Lawyers.
Amy Erlbacher-Anderson is a partner in Baird Holm LLP's Labor, Employment and Employee Benefits Law Practice
Group, practicing primarily in the area of employment-based immigration. Ms. Erlbacher-Anderson graduated from the
Creighton University School of Law. Prior to entering private practice, she practiced tax law overseas. Ms. ErlbacherAnderson is included in Great Plains Super Lawyers and has been listed in Best Lawyers in America® since 2007 for her
work in immigration. She currently serves on the MidYear Conference Committee and is a past chapter chair and member
of AILA's Nebraska Service Center Liaison, Vermont Service Center Liaison, Annual Conference, Nominating, and
Bylaws Committees and is active in the IMG Taskforce.
Mareza (Rez) I. Estevez serves as senior in-house legal counsel to Cognizant Technology Solutions, which is publiclytraded on the NASDAQ exchange. She supports employment law matters for North America, supports governmental
relations matters for U.S., and leads immigration legal counsel globally. She advises on all compliance operations relating
to U.S. immigration and significantly contributes compliance activities for other geographies. Before joining Cognizant,
she practiced at large national law firms in New York and Washington, DC She is an active member of bar associations,
has authored/ co-authored articles, and has spoken at an array of law fora. She is admitted into the practice of law in New
Jersey and New York, and in the District of Columbia. She received a B.Sc. from Rutgers University and a J.D. from
Rutgers School of Law—Newark.
Elizabeth E. Estrada, has been a solo practitioner for 13 years and practices immigration law in Law Vegas, Nevada. She
was a member of the Texas State Bar’s Laws Relating to Immigration and Nationality Law Committee for five years and
also served as a member on AILA National's Investment Committee. She is serving on this year's AILA National Annual
Conference Committee and is one of the pro bono directors for the citizenship workshop in this year's annual conference.
She has been AILA Nevada's Chapter Treasurer for the past two years. Also, she is the Chapter's Co-Citizenship Chair,
were she has strongly been involved in coordinating and participating in several community events.
Kate Evans is a teaching fellow at the University of Minnesota Law School’s Center for New Americans. She led the
University’s team to win Mellouli v. Lynch at the U.S. Supreme Court with co-counsel from Faegre Baker Daniels and the
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota. She has represented clients before federal district and circuit courts in challenges to
detention, to the immigration consequences of criminal convictions, and to asylum eligibility. Ms. Evans graduated magna
cum laude from New York University School of Law and clerked for the Honorable Diana Murphy of the United States
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.
Rami D. Fakhoury is the founder and managing attorney of Fakhoury Law Group, PC (FLG), a U.S. News and World
Report Best Law Firm and Martindale Hubbell AV-rated business immigration firm. Mr. Fakhoury was a pioneer in
establishing an office in Mumbai to better service FLG’s Indian IT and engineering clients. Mr. Fakhoury is frequently
recognized for his ability to formulate successful immigration solutions that are compliantly sound, yet offer corporations
flexibility and agility in their quest for talent. His knowledge of immigration and foresight into immigration trends and
policy have earned him widespread recognition. He is currently helping the State of Michigan develop immigrationAILA Doc. No. 16051671. (Posted 06/06/16)

friendly reform policies to attract business and professionals to Michigan. In 2009, Mr. Fakhoury became an equity
partner of the Alliance of Business Immigration Lawyers (ABIL), the largest and most prestigious global immigration
consortium. Mr. Fakhoury has received multiple awards including Leading Lawyer 100 List in the category of corporate
immigration, Super Lawyer, Top Lawyers, Corporate Immigration Attorney of the Year by Lawyers Weekly magazine,
and Who’s Who International for Corporate Immigration. He also authored two other immigration books and hundreds of
policy articles, professional and trade group presentations, and white papers. In partnership with other ABIL attorneys,
and the prestigious LexisNexis legal publishing company, Mr. Fakhoury is chapter author on the H-1B, EB-1, EB-5 and
TN categories in the book, Global Business Immigration Guide. Finally, Mr. Fakhoury is a columnist (Global IT Industry
and U.S. Immigration) for India’s The Financial Times. He practices corporate immigration law. He received his J.D.,
cum laude, from Michigan State University (International Law Concentration) in 1993 and his B.A. and B.S. degrees from
Wayne State University (Finance/Economics) in 1989. He was licensed in Michigan (1994) and the U.S. District Court of
the Eastern District of Michigan (1994).
Timothy Fallon is the senior immigration attorney at Her Justice in New York, New York. He represents clients in
VAWA Self-Petitions, Petitions for U Nonimmigrant Status, I-751 waivers, Applications for T Nonimmigrant Status,
Applications for Naturalization, removal proceedings and asylum applications. He also trains and mentors pro bono
attorneys on VAWA Self-Petitions, I-751 waivers, and Petitions for U Nonimmigrant Status. Previously, Timothy was
the managing attorney of the Immigration Unit at My Sisters’ Place in Yonkers and White Plains, New York. Prior to that,
he was a staff immigration attorney at Legal Services of Eastern Missouri. Mr. Fallon holds a J.D. from Loyola
University New Orleans College of Law. He is a regular speaker on immigration law and participates in several
immigration-related committees.
H. Raymond Fasano is a member of the Law Offices of Youman, Madeo & Fasano, LLP that is dedicated to immigration
litigation. He is counsel of record in several, published Circuit Court and BIA decisions. He is the author of several
published articles in the area of immigration litigation that have appeared in Interpreter Releases and other publications.
Mr. Fasano speaks nationally on the topic of immigration litigation. He is the immediate past chair of the Federal Bar
Association’s Immigration Law Section.
Nash Joseph Fayad is the founder and president of Fayad Law, P.C., an immigration, criminal, and family law firm with
offices in Washington DC, Richmond, and Fairfax, VA. Mr. Fayad attended Russian People's Friendship University in
Moscow, Russia, where he received his B.A. and Master of Laws degrees in 1992. He then attended the Institute of States
and Law of the Russian Academy of Sciences where he received his Ph.D. in Jurisprudence with a specialty in
International Human Rights Law in 1998. After immigrating to the U.S., Mr. Fayad earned his Master of Laws degree
(LL.M.) from the William and Mary School of Law in Williamsburg, VA. He was admitted to the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals and to the District of Columbia Bar. He has served as an officer on several boards of community based
immigration organizations and as a liaison or committee chair in different AILA chapters. He is currently an AILA
National Conference Committee member for 2016 and the Treasurer for the AILA Latin America & The Caribbean
Chapter. Mr. Fayad is a frequent speaker on AILA national, international, and local chapters CLEs and conferences. Mr.
Fayad engages with the community by sharing his expertise on multiple media venues including newspapers, TV
interviews, radio shows, and at local, national, and international immigration conferences and forums in English, Arabic,
French, Russian and Spanish.
Sandra Feist is a partner at Grell Feist Prince, PLC, a Minneapolis-based law firm, where her practice focuses on
employment-based immigration law. She is the 2015-2016 chair of the Minnesota-Dakotas AILA Chapter and an AILA
National mentor, as well as a member of the AILA Board of Governors 2016 Nominating Committee. In addition to her
leadership in the immigration legal community, Ms. Feist also serves on the Board of Directors of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Minnesota. She was named a Super Lawyers Rising Star in 2013, 2014, and 2015 and was selected as a
Top Female Attorney in Minnesota in 2014 and 2015. She has been working in the field of immigration law for over 15
years.
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Rebecca Feldmann is a clinical teaching fellow and supervising attorney with the Center for Applied Legal Studies at
Georgetown Law. In her current position, Ms. Feldmann teaches asylum law and advises law students representing lowincome asylum seekers in immigration court. She previously worked at Legal Services of Eastern Missouri, where she
represented immigrants and their family members in a variety of proceedings, including applications for relief under
VAWA and the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. She has trained lawyers, medical professionals, advocates, and law
enforcement officials on the forms of immigration relief available to immigrant survivors of human trafficking, domestic
violence, and other crimes. Ms. Feldmann previously served as chair of the Missouri-Kansas chapter and has been a
member of AILA’s national VAWA, U, and T Committee. She received her J.D. from Washington University in St.
Louis, and her B.A., with honors, from the University of Notre Dame.
Elise Fialkowski is a partner at Klasko Immigration Law Partners, LLP and has been providing immigration assistance to
leading universities, research institutions, multinational corporations and individuals for over 20 years. Ms. Fialkowski
also has particular expertise in advising employers with regard to worksite compliance. She has been active in AILA for a
long time and currently serves on AILA’s Philadelphia USCIS Liaison Committee as well as AILA’s Global Migration
Section Conference Committee. A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Ms.
Fialkowski received her J.D., magna cum laude, from Villanova University School of Law in1991.
Judy Flanagan has practiced immigration law in Phoenix since 1998 as a sole practitioner. Her particular interests are
family immigration, deportation and removal defense, asylum, U Visas, VAWA-Violence Against Women Act selfpetitions, and Special Immigrant Juvenile Status cases. She is the co-chair of the AILA National CBP Liaison committee.
Her life before immigration law included stints as a clerk for former Chief Justice Holohan of the Arizona Supreme Court,
an assistant city prosecutor for the City of Phoenix, an attorney with Community Legal Services – Urban Indian Law
Office in Phoenix, a supervising attorney with Southern Arizona Legal Aid in Douglas, and a hearing officer with
Department of Juvenile Corrections in Phoenix. She obtained her J.D. from The John Marshall Law School in Chicago,
Illinois, and her Bachelor’s degree in English from the University of California at Berkeley.
Gwen Keyes Fleming serves as the principal legal advisor of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), overseeing
the largest legal program in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. In this role, she returns to her roots by managing
a legal office comprised of nearly 1,000 attorneys and 350 administrative support specialists around the country who are
charged with protecting national security and public safety before immigration courts. The Office of the Principal Legal
Advisor also provides counsel to its diverse clientele of agents and officers who are responsible for the enforcement of
over 400 criminal and customs laws and regulations. Prior to joining ICE, Ms. Keyes Fleming served as chief of staff to
the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency beginning in June 2013 when she was appointed to this
position by the President of the United States. In this capacity, she worked directly with the Administrator in overseeing
the policy and management priorities of the agency, with approximately 15,000 employees and a $8 billion budget that
focused on protecting and conserving our air, water, and land resources. Ms. Keyes Fleming began her federal career
when she was appointed by President Obama as Region 4 Regional Administrator of the EPA in September 2010, the first
African-American to hold this position. During her tenure, the Region addressed several critical and complex regional
challenges such as shepherding an agreement to protect the iconic Everglades. In addition, she led efforts to maintain and
enhance the quality of work life for Region 4’s approximately 1,000 employees while effectively managing a budget of
over $500 million. She also cemented Region 4’s commitment to providing environmental equity to formerly
marginalized communities by finalizing the Region’s Environmental Justice Policy after nearly 10 years, instituting
regular environmental justice information sessions with state partners, and empowering a cross divisional Environmental
Justice Steering Committee to strategically and comprehensively address community concerns. Prior to her federal
service, Ms. Keyes Fleming served her community on a local level. In January 2005, she took office as the DeKalb
County District Attorney (DA) in Georgia. She made history as both the first African-American and the first woman ever
to serve in this post. During her tenure, this office prosecuted approximately 11,000 felony cases annually. Ms. Keyes
Fleming also managed and trained approximately 45 attorneys and more than 55 support personnel, and administered a
$12 million budget. Prior to her election as DeKalb County DA, she served as the first African-American and first female
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Solicitor General. Ms. Keyes Fleming is a New Jersey native. She earned a bachelor’s degree in finance from Douglass
College and her law degree from the Emory University School of Law.
Katherine Fleming is an associate with the Law Office of Andrew Nietor in San Diego, CA where she represents clients
in complex removal defense cases. She formerly served as the domestic violence program director at Casa Cornelia Law
Center where she provided pro bono representation to victims of domestic violence and other serious crimes. She
regularly presents on topics relating to immigration relief for victims of domestic violence. Ms. Fleming currently serves
as a chair of the AILA San Diego New Members Division.
Jonathan L. Flores is an associate attorney with Haight Law Group, PLC in Los Angeles, California. He is admitted to
practice law in the states of California and Florida and has been practicing immigration law since 2011, specializing in
business and sports related matters. Mr. Flores obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Sociology from the
University of California, Los Angeles and J.D. from Southwestern Law School. His key professional accomplishments
include successful representation of companies and individuals in varied industries, including information technology,
video game, finance, sports, and entertainment.
J. Craig Fong has devoted his law practice to immigration and nationality questions for over 30 years. He has been an
advocate for undocumented aliens and nontraditional families. He has lectured at the UCLA School of Public Policy,
AILA, and the Los Angeles County Bar Association. He has provided legal assistance for nonprofits, including the
California School Employees Association, the Immigration Project of the LA County Bar, Bienestar AIDS Project, and
the Asian Pacific AIDS Intervention Team. Craig is a graduate of Yale, the University of Pennsylvania, the University of
Madrid, and the Coro Foundation. He is a partner in the firm of Fong & Aquino, LLP in Pasadena and Palm Springs.
Jordan G. Forsythe is the managing member of Forsythe Immigration Law Firm in Charlotte, NC. She handles complex
immigration issues for individuals and families. Ms. Forsythe spends a considerable amount of time mentoring other
attorneys in best practices of operating a profitable law firm. She serves on the executive committee of AILA Carolinas,
and is a frequent speaker and panelist on immigration issues. She is an alumna of Saint Mary’s School of Law and its
Center for Legal and Social Justice Immigration and Human Rights Clinic.
Susan Fortino-Brown has practiced in the field of immigration law exclusively since 1987. Ms. Fortino-Brown has
served in several leadership positions with National AILA, including the chair of the AILA Field Operations Liaison
Committee to USCIS. She has also served on the following National AILA committees: Nebraska Service Center Liaison
Committee, USCIS Benefits Committee, National Benefits Center Liaison, AILA National Ethics Committee, and the
AILA Board of Governors, while simultaneously serving as Chapter Chair of the AILA Chicago AILA Chapter. In
addition, Ms. Fortino-Brown was a member of the American Immigration Council Board of Trustees and is currently on
the Chicago AILA District Director Liaison committee.
R. Andrew Free is a Nashville-based attorney with a solo practice focused on removal defense, accountability litigation
for detention and deportation of U.S. citizens, the Freedom of Information Act, workplace justice, and strategic litigation
aimed at ending the abuse, criminalization, and mass incarceration of immigrants. Mr. Free is a 2010 graduate of
Vanderbilt University Law School, where he earned the Bennett Douglas Bell Memorial Prize.
Ellen Freeman is a partner at K&L Gates’s Pittsburgh office. She has practiced for over 17 years in all aspects of
employment-based immigration. She serves on the AILA Global Migration Steering Committee and AC2016 Business
Track Committee. Her other recognitions include an “AV” peer review rating by Martindale-Hubbell® and Who’s Who
Legal for Corporate Immigration 2015 and 2016. Ms. Freeman is featured in the 2013 Top Rated Lawyer publication in
labor and employment law by the American Lawyer Media. An active AILA member, Ms. Freeman frequently speaks at
national and international conferences. Ms. Freeman attended law school at the University of Pittsburgh and holds a
Master’s in Russian Language and Literature from Odessa National University and a Master’s in Public and International
Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh.
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Michelle Funk is a senior associate in the Northern Virginia Office of Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP. She concentrates
her practice in the area of immigration law representing clients, including health care providers, business professionals,
and technology firms, regarding a variety of business immigration matters. She advises clients on all aspects of the
immigration process, from nonimmigrant visas to permanent residence, with a focus on H-1B visas, PERM applications,
and J-1 interested government agency waivers. She was previously chair of AILA’s Washington DC Chapter.
Michael W. Gahagan is the founder and principal attorney at The Immigration Law Firm of New Orleans. Mr. Gahagan
practices immigration and FOIA law exclusively. Mr. Gahagan is the AILA Midsouth Chapter Federal Court Litigation
Section Chairman (2013-Present). Mr. Gahagan is licensed to practice in all Louisiana state courts, the U.S. district courts
for the western, middle, and eastern districts of Louisiana, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Mr.
Gahagan is one of very few attorneys in Louisiana who regularly litigates immigration and FOIA cases in the federal
courts. He has successfully litigated immigration and FOIA cases in the federal district courts and in the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals.
Jay Gairson has a solo practice focused on immigration and national security in Seattle, WA. As a former software
developer, he approaches the administrative operating system as a program to reverse engineer and debug. He graduated
in 2010 cum laude from Seattle University and took over the immigration practice he worked at as a paralegal for five
years. He has served on AILA Washington’s Executive Committee and is highly involved in community groups,
including a project to provide access to nature for urban youth.
Anna Gallagher is a shareholder at Maggio + Kattar and the head of the litigation practice. She has practiced
immigration, refugee and human rights law for close to three decades in the United States, Central America, and Europe.
Her experience includes private practice, legal advocacy in the nonprofit sector, and several years in academia. Ms.
Gallagher is a frequent speaker and trainer at immigration conferences and is the author of several publications, including
Thomson West’s Immigration Law Treatise 2d and AILA’s Private Bills and Pardons in Immigration. She also publishes
regular articles on removal defense, immigration trial practice, naturalization and ethics. Ms. Gallagher has been named a
Best Lawyer and Super Lawyer in her field during the past several years. Maggio + Kattar has been named as the best
immigration law firm in 2016 by U.S. News and World Report.
Frieda Garcia is a senior partner at Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP and works out of the firm's San Francisco office. She
manages immigration programs of multinational corporations and legal teams across the firm. Ms. Garcia advises clients
on all aspects of immigration regulations, policy and compliance. She regularly engages with clients to evaluate practices
in light of industry trends and changing government adjudication standards. Ms. Garcia is an active member of AILA and
she has participated in numerous speaking engagements at AILA national conferences. She is fluent in Spanish, and
received her Juris Doctorate from the University of San Francisco School of Law, as well as Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology and a Bachelor of Science in Human Development degrees from the University of California at Davis.
César Cuauhtémoc García Hernández is a professor at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, author of
Crimmigration Law (American Bar Association 2015), publisher of crimmigration.com, and of counsel at García &
García Attorneys at Law, P.L.L.C. He has been quoted in the Wall Street Journal, National Public Radio, The Nation, and
elsewhere. In 2014, he received the Derrick A. Bell, Jr. Award from the Association of American Law Schools Section on
Minority Groups, an honor issued to a “junior faculty member who, through activism, mentoring, colleagueship, teaching
and scholarship, has made an extraordinary contribution to legal education, the legal system or social justice.”
Elizabeth L.A. Garvish is the founder and managing member of Garvish Immigration Law Group, LLC. She specializes
in all areas of employment based and family based immigration matters with a focus on medical immigration matters
including all issues facing foreign medical graduates and their employers. Ms. Garvish is also active in AILA as a
speaker and author and is currently the immediate past chair of the Georgia-Alabama Chapter. Further, she has served as
conference co-chair for the GA-AL AILA Chapter Conference for the last two years. She serves and has served on the
AILA National Military Assistance Program Committee, the Fundamentals Conference Committee, the Distance Learning
Committee, and the Annual Conference Committee. She also served for many years as the local Coordinator of AILA’s
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National Citizenship Day Naturalization Drive, and was recognized for her development of this program on a local level
as the recipient of the George State Bar’s H. Sol Clark Pro Bono Award in 2008. She was also selected as the 2015 AILA
Champion of the Year by the Georgia Asylum and Immigration Network. She also co-hosts an internet radio show called
“Beyond the Border” which airs on Saturday mornings on wcegtalkradio.com. She earned her B.A. from Johns Hopkins
University and her J.D. from Tulane University School of Law. She is AV rated by Martindale Hubbell and recognized by
Georgia Super Lawyers. She is fluent in Spanish and licensed to practice law in Georgia, Texas, and South Carolina.
Joanna M. Gaughan is the senior immigration attorney with the Farrell Law Group in Raleigh, North Carolina. She
represents immigrants in family-based cases, removal proceedings, and in seeking humanitarian forms of relief. Joanna
has experience working with women, children, and members of other vulnerable populations who are pursuing asylum or
special immigrant juvenile status. She previously worked as a staff attorney focusing on immigration cases at the Second
Circuit Court of Appeals Staff Attorney’s Office and as associate pro bono coordinating attorney at Kids In Need of
Defense, Inc. in New York, where she helped ensure access to pro bono counsel for unaccompanied immigrant children.
She earned her J.D. from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law in Tucson, Arizona and her
Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.
Scott A. Girard is an associate at Sharma-Crawford Attorneys at Law in Kansas City, MO. He mostly represents clients
in removal proceedings before the immigration court and BIA. He is admitted to practice law in Kansas and Missouri. Mr.
Girard received his J.D. from the University of Kansas School of Law, where he participated in the asylum law clinic and
completed an internship with the Kansas City Immigration Court.
Raul E. Godinez practice is located in the Los Angeles Area, which emphasizes removal defense. He practices before
EOIR, 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, and U.S. District Courts. He was counsel in Mejia v. Gonzales, and Juarez v.
Ashcroft. He is on the AILA National ICE Committee and Los Angeles EOIR Committee. He has organized and spoken at
national and regional seminars and has written several articles. He is a graduate of the University of San Diego, School of
Law and UC Berkeley. Mr. Godinez is on the Board of CARECEN, a nonprofit organization which maintains an
immigration clinic, and on the Board of Mental Health of America of Los Angeles.
Audrea J. Golding is a partner with Fragomen Worldwide. She represents multinational corporations in a variety of
industries while supporting their global mobility programs and has extensive experience with a wide variety of temporary
and permanent visa categories, immigration compliance matters and U.S. consular and cross-border processing. She
frequently speaks to professional and industry associations on immigration issues. She is admitted to the bars of Ontario,
Canada and California, U.S.A. She holds a B.A. degree from McGill University in Montreal, Canada and a Juris Doctor
degree from Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto, Canada.
Gloria A. Goldman has practiced immigration and nationality law in Tucson, Arizona since 1991. Ms. Goldman
represents clients in the areas of business immigration, family immigration, citizenship, and complicated deportation
matters. She is proud to say that she practices with her son, Maurice (“Mo”), in the firm Goldman and Goldman.
Maurice H. Goldman works in Tucson Arizona at Goldman & Goldman, P.C., with his mother, Gloria Goldman. He
holds a J.D. and M.B.A. from Hofstra University. He graduated from Syracuse University with a B.S. in journalism. He
has served on multiple, national AILA committees. He previously served as the AILA Arizona chapter chair. He enjoys
writing and lecturing on a variety of immigration-related topics. He is a trustee to the American Immigration Council and
previously sat on the boards of ASISTA and Immigrants List.
Joshua L. Goldstein is the founding partner of a full-service immigration law practice with offices in both Los Angeles
and Boston. Goldstein has had an active and long-standing involvement in AILA as a chapter liaison and lecturer
throughout the United States on various issues of immigration law and practice. A graduate of Boston University School
of Law, Goldstein blogs on immigration law issues, has been selected as a “Super Lawyer,” and regularly addresses
immigration law issues in the national media. An avid tennis player, Goldstein enjoys the sunshine in L.A. with his wife
and son.
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Raul Gomez has been practicing exclusively in immigration law for the last 19 years in Los Angeles, CA. Several years
ago he formed, Gomez & Associates, which currently has offices in downtown Los Angeles and La Puente, California.
His practice focuses on removal and family based immigration. Raul has been a member of AILA since 1999 and has
served as past EOIR and ICE liaison for the Southern California Chapter. He is currently the co-chair of the Congressional
Advocacy liaison committee for his chapter. Gomez & Associates conducts immigration seminars with local community
organizations, such as schools, churches, and law enforcement agencies. Raul is a graduate from Hastings Law School.
Joel R. Gonzalez is a partner in the law firm of Cote & Gonzalez, PLLC which has offices in San Antonio and Austin,
Texas. His practice is focused primarily in immigration litigation and criminal defense. Prior to entering private practice
in 2013, Mr. Gonzalez served as an Air Force judge advocate, assistant United States attorney in the Southern District of
Texas, and assistant chief counsel with the Office of the Chief Counsel in San Antonio, Texas. He earned his B.A. in
political science from St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas and a J.D. from the University of Notre Dame Law
School in South Bend, Indiana.
Josie Gonzalez is a partner of Stone Grzegorek & Gonzalez LLP, in Los Angeles. She is recognized nationally as an
expert in employment-based immigration, I-9 compliance, and worksite enforcement. She has served in AILA committee
leadership positions in the areas of worksite enforcement and labor certification (PERM), and served on the AILA Board
of Governors for nearly 20 years. She received her undergraduate, Master’s, and J.D. from U.C. Berkeley. She has
published numerous articles for legal and business journals.
Raed Gonzalez, is the chairman of Gonzalez Olivieri LLC in Houston, TX. He is an accomplished litigator and avid CIR
advocate. He obtained his Juris Doctor from the Inter American University of P.R. where he was also an editor of the Law
Review. As part of a summer abroad program, he studied “Comparative Constitutional Law” taught by the late Justice
Antonin Scalia at the University of Barcelona in Spain. Finally, he has an LL.M. in health law from the University of
Houston Law Center. Mr. Gonzalez has litigated and is admitted to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th and 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals, the Southern District of TX, the Supreme Court of Texas, the Supreme Court of P.R. and the Supreme Court of
the United States. His published precedent decisions in the 5th Circuit Include: Manuel Flores Ledezma v. Gonzalez, 415
F.3d 375, 380 (5th Cir. 2005); Perez-Pimentel v. Mukasey, 530 F.3d 321 (5th Cir. 2008); McCarthy v. Mukasey, 555 F.3d
459, 462 (5th Cir. 2009); and three SCOTUS wins: Dada v. Mukasey, 554 U.S. 1 (2008); Alexis v. Holder, No. 09-955,
(Unpublished) (June 21, 2010); and most recently, Mata v. Holder, 576 U. S. ____ (2015).
Enrique Gonzalez is the managing partner of Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy’s Coral Gables, Florida office. Mr.
Gonzalez has significant experience related to managing the immigration compliance programs for companies and
institutions engaged in a wide range of activities/industries including: agriculture, education/research, energy,
entertainment, food service, healthcare, hospitality and technology. From January to August 2013, he served as special
counsel on immigration to U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) where he was the Senator’s principal advisor/negotiator on
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act (S. 744).
Jodi Goodwin practices immigration law in the trenches on the border in Harlingen, Texas. Since 1995, she has
represented thousands of asylum seekers, economic migrants, long-term permanent residents, businesses, families, and
United States citizens in removal proceedings. Ms. Goodwin also represents immigrants in federal court in both criminal
and civil proceedings. She attended the University of Texas and St. Mary’s University. Ms. Goodwin believes the heart
and soul of every lawyer should be deeply grounded in truth and a search for justice. She enjoys teaching, especially new
practitioners, and devoting her time to community and pro bono projects. She has many accolades, including Texas Super
Lawyer and Best Lawyers in America and Texas Lawyer’s Top Notch Immigration Lawyer. One of her most coveted
achievements was being awarded the Arthur C. Helton Award for Advancing Human Rights in 2007.
Ritu Goswamy is the founder and owner of Holistic Legal Services (www.holisticlegalservices.com), with offices in San
Jose and Santa Cruz, CA. She provides representation in the areas of family-based immigration, waivers, citizenship, and
consulting on criminal issues. Ms. Goswamy is also a certified yoga instructor and Ayurvedic health counselor who
provides wellness services and business consulting for attorneys through her “Holistic for Lawyers” program. She is a
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former chair of the AILA Santa Clara Valley Chapter and currently chairs the Chapter’s Wellness Committee. She
received her B.A. from Barnard College and her J.D. and M.S.W. from Boston College.
Nathalie Gottschalk was born in France and grew up in Ecuador. She earned her J.D. at the University of Utah. As part
of her J.D. program, she studied international and comparative law at Pantheon-Sorbonne University in Paris. She has
been practicing all areas of immigration law for more than 10 years, but primarily focuses her current practice on all
aspects of employment based immigration. She is a member of AILA and served as treasurer for the NV Chapter from
2008-2011. She also served as a member of the Client Security Fund of the NV State Bar from 2009-2012. She is fluent in
French and Spanish, allowing her to serve a wide array of clients.
Manoj Govindaiah is the director of Family Detention Services at the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and
Legal Services (“RAICES”) based in San Antonio, Texas. She is alsoa founding member of the CARA Family Detention
Pro Bono Project. Mr. Govindaiah supervises RAICES’s legal, advocacy, and policy work for detained families at the
Karnes and Dilley family detention centers as well as pursue and support strategic litigation in the Fifth Circuit and
nationally. He is a 2006 graduate of the University of Illinois College of Law and has previously worked at the Southern
Poverty Law Center, and the National Immigrant Justice Center.
Lisa R. Green taught at Suffolk Law School in Boston, Massachusetts from 1987-1990, where she also worked with an
organization aiding asylum seekers from El Salvador and Guatemala. Thereafter, Ms. Green joined the law firm of Stern
and Elkind in Denver, where she specialized in immigration law from 1990 until 2006. During that time, she set up the
pro bono legal department at the Rocky Mountain Survivor’s Center and was instrumental in starting AILA’s Young
Lawyers Division , where she has been a member since 1990. Ms. Green opened her own firm in Boulder, Colorado in
October 2006 and continues to specialize in and practice immigration law. She is also an adjunct professor of law at
University of Colorado Law School where she has been teaching asylum and refugee law since 2011. Ms. Green is cofounder of the Colorado Asylum Project and serves as a mentor attorney for that organization as well as the Rocky
Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network. She is also the co-chair of the AILA National Asylum and Refugee Committee
and a member of the Colorado Asylum Committee, which she previously chaired for years. Ms. Green has also served as
the Colorado liaison to the Houston Asylum Office. Additionally, she has lectured on various areas of immigration law
throughout the United States.
Matthew Green is an immigration and criminal defense attorney, with his office located in Tucson, Arizona. In the
earlier years of his career, Mr. Green worked as a public defender in both the Tucson and Phoenix areas. His interest
representing non-citizens led him to expand his practice to immigration law, focusing primarily on litigation in the
immigration courts, the BIA, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and U.S. district court. Mr. Green continues to enjoy
defending his clients in an array of criminal matters, from misdemeanor to serious felony charges, in addition to postconviction relief matters.
Richard M. Green is certified as a specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California State Bar’s Board of
Legal Specialization. Mr. Green is a partner with Carothers, DiSante & Freudenberger, LLP in Irvine, California where he
practices employment-based immigration law. Mr. Green is also an adjunct professor of law at the Dale E. Fowler School
of Law at Chapman University in Orange, California and is the chair of American Immigration Lawyer Association's
Military Committee.
Ilana Etkin Greenstein is a partner at Macias & Greenstein in East Boston, Massachusetts. Her work covers all aspects
of immigration law, with a particular focus on removal defense and appellate litigation. She appears regularly before the
nation’s federal courts, the BIA, and the immigration courts. Also, she is an adjunct faculty member at Northeastern
University School of Law. Ms. Greenstein holds a J.D. from Northeastern University School of Law, and a B.A. in
Spanish and International Studies from Macalester College. She served on the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts
Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild (1996-2002 and 2009-2010), as well as on numerous AILA national and local
committees. She is frequently called upon to mentor other practitioners, and to present at professional seminars and
conferences. Ms. Greenstein has served on AILA’s Amicus Committee since 2014.
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Karen T. Grisez is full time public service counsel in the Washington, DC office of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver &
Jacobson LLP. She is a member of AILA, a member of its national Pro Bono Committee and Family Detention Task
Force, and chair of its DC Chapter Pro Bono Committee. Ms. Grisez is a former trustee of the American Immigration
Council and an editor of AILA’s original Litigation Toolbox. Karen serves as special advisor to the ABA Commission on
Immigration, and is a member of the Working Group on Unaccompanied Minor Immigrants. She also serves on the Board
of Directors of the Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition and of the Center for Migration Studies in New York. Ms.
Grisez received her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Maryland and her J.D. from the Columbus School of Law,
Catholic University of America. She has successfully represented numerous asylum applicants and other immigrants
before asylum offices, immigration judges, the BIA, and in federal court. She also litigates a variety of other
immigration-related matters and speaks frequently on immigration-related topics.
David Grunblatt a partner at Proskauer Rose LLP who heads its Immigration Practice Group, is an authority on
employer immigration compliance, business related, and employment-based immigration benefits. He served as chair of
AILA’s New York Chapter and its Vermont Service Center Liaison Committee. He was formerly chair of the New York
State Bar Association’s Committee on Immigration and Nationality Law and was chair of the Committee on Immigration
and Nationality Law at the New York County Lawyers Association. He lectures and writes extensively on the subject of
immigration and nationality law.
Matthew L. Guadagno has been practicing immigration law since 1997. He is a solo practitioner in Manhattan. Mr.
Guadagno’s practice is focused on deportation defense and federal litigation relating to immigration law. He has argued
numerous cases in the federal courts that have resulted in precedent decisions. Mr. Guadagno currently serves on AILA's
Amicus Committee. In September 2015, Mr. Guadagno was listed in the publication Super Lawyers of New York Metro
Edition for the eighth year in a row. He is also AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell. Mr. Guadagno is currently an adjunct
professor at Brooklyn Law School.
David A. Guerrettaz is a partner with Ziemer, Stayman, Weitzel & Shoulders, LLP, in Evansville, IN, where he leads the
firm's immigration practice section. Mr. Guerrettaz graduated from Syracuse University College of Law in 1991, when he
also received a Master of Arts degree in international relations from the Maxwell School of Citizenship & Public
Administration. Mr. Guerrettaz has practiced immigration law for almost two decades, having advised clients in both the
employment-based and family-sponsored areas. He also lectures before business leaders on the subject of immigration
law. Mr. Guerrettaz currently serves as the AILA Indiana Chapter chair.
Tristan Gunn is a partner of the firm, TAPIA-RUANO & GUNN, PC in Chicago, Illinois. His practice focuses on
deportation defense, family and employment based visa benefit, waivers of inadmissibility, and naturalization matters. Mr.
Gunn is presently co-chair of the Media Committee for the Chicago Chapter of AILA and has chaired that committee
since 2013. He obtained his B.A. in philosophy at Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, Illinois and his Juris
Doctorate from DePaul University Law School in Chicago, IL. Mr. Gunn is fluent in Spanish, he studied at the institution
of Encuentros Comunicación Y Cultura S.C, in Cuernaca, Mexico.
Lucas Guttentag currently serves as the senior counselor to the Secretary, Department of Homeland Security. Previously,
Mr. Guttentag taught immigration law and constitutional litigation at Yale Law School, where he was Robina Foundation
distinguished senior fellow and Ford Foundation distinguished senior research scholar. At Stanford Law School, he was
professor of practice. He founded and served as national director of the American Civil Liberties Union Immigrants’
Rights Project from 1985-2011. He argued INS v. St. Cyr, has received AILA’s Jack Wasserman award four times, writes
on civil rights and immigration law, and is on the AIC Board. He is a graduate of Harvard Law School and clerked for
federal judge William Wayne Justice in Texas.
Agnna Varinia Guzman is a U.S. immigration lawyer with Guberman Garson Segal LLP in Toronto, Canada. She
practices exclusively in business immigration law and advises on immigration options and solutions to businesses,
including emerging start-ups, mid-size companies and Fortune 500 corporations in various industries. Ms. Guzman
counsels companies on NAFTA, corporate compliance, I-9 employment eligibility verification, and employer sanctions.
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She is a member of the AILA Canada and Washington State Chapters and serves as a liaison to the American Consulate
General at Vancouver. Ms. Guzman is admitted to the California State Bar.
Jim Hacking has practiced law in the greater St. Louis area since 1997. For the past nine years, Mr. Hacking’s practice
has been devoted exclusively to immigration law. He handles spouse and employment visas, citizenship, asylum, and
deportation cases. He has filed suit against USCIS for naturalization, visa and green card delays for more than 80
immigrants. Mr. Hacking has been active in local civic affairs. He has been a volunteer attorney through Legal Services of
Eastern Missouri since he started practicing law. He was a founding member of the St. Louis Chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations and served as the group’s executive director for two years. He has served on the U.S.
Attorney’s Hate Crimes Task Force and has chaired the Muslim Task Force of the ACLU of Eastern Missouri. In 2009, he
received the Eugene H. Buder Award from the ACLU of Eastern Missouri as volunteer of the year. In 2009, Mr. Hacking
was elected to the inaugural board of Missouri Immigrants & Refugee Advocates, an organization dedicated to fighting
for the rights of immigrants and refugees. In 2010, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri awarded him the F. Wm. McCalpin
Pro Bono Award for his efforts advocating for low income individuals in the St. Louis area. He has also taught as an
adjunct professor at the SLU Law School. In 2004 and in 2013, the Riverfront Times named him the Best Lawyer in St.
Louis. Jim graduated with honors from Saint Louis University School of Law, where he served as editor in chief of the
Saint Louis University Law Journal. His article, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor – Does New Jersey’s Megan’s Law Violate
The Constitution Ban On The Passage Of Ex Post Facto Legislation?” appeared in the 41st Edition of the Law Journal.
Mr. Hacking has been featured in The New York Times, the Washington Post and on National Public Radio. He has been
interviewed repeatedly on local television, radio, and print outlets. He lives in Webster Groves, Missouri, with his wife,
three sons, and daughter.
Catherine L. Haight is the founding member of Haight Law Group, PLC in Los Angeles, California. She is admitted to
practice law in the state of California and has been practicing immigration law since 1989, specializing in business,
entertainment, and sports related cases. Ms. Haight obtained her Bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of
California, Berkeley and J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law. She has authored numerous published articles
on such subjects as PERM, H-1B visas, L-1 visas, and the immigration consequences of business mergers and
acquisitions. She has been the invited speaker at numerous conferences and seminars on such subjects as business, sports,
and entertainment visas, legal ethics, and employer sanctions law.
Jennifer Hamamoto is the VAWA Lead Attorney at the Latin American Association in Atlanta, Georgia. Ms. Hamamoto
manages the Latino Domestic Violence Program, which provides legal and social services to victims of domestic
violence, sexual assault and stalking. Her work at the LAA focuses on immigration options for battered spouses of U.S.
citizens and permanent residents through VAWA self-petitions and victims of crime who cooperate with law enforcement
in the investigation and/or prosecution of the crime through U Nonimmigrant Status. Prior to joining the LAA in July
2009, Ms. Hamamoto interned at other nonprofit organizations that provide immigration legal services, with a focus on
the Latino immigrant community, including: the Midwest Immigrant and Human Rights Center (now known as the
National Immigrant Justice Center) and the Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago in Chicago; the Legal
Aid Foundation of Los Angeles in Los Angeles; the Legal Aid Society of New York in New York City; and the
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights (now known as Minnesota Advocates) in Minneapolis. Ms. Hamamoto is on the
Georgia-Alabama AILA Chapter’s Donations Advisory Committee. She earned her law degree, with a certificate in
international law, from Loyola University Chicago School of Law. She double-majored in Government and International
Studies along with French Language and Literature at the University of Notre Dame.
Hilary Han is a partner at Dobrin & Han, a Seattle immigration law firm. The firm represents non-citizens facing removal
before the immigration court, the BIA, and the federal courts, as well as immigrants seeking asylum, lawful permanent
residence, and naturalization.
Susan S. Han is the founder of Han Law Group, immigration attorneys based in Los Angeles. She has been practicing
immigration law since 1998 and has vast experience in handling all aspects of immigration law including family-based
and business immigration, deportation and removal, asylum, citizenship, and appeals at all levels. Ms. Han received her
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B.A. in English Literature and received her J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law. In addition to her practice,
Ms. Han has been an adjunct professor at Cal State Los Angeles, and is a frequent guest speaker on immigration topics for
various bar organization such as LACBA and AILA.
Clare Hanusz is of counsel with Damon Key Leong Kupchak Hastert in Honolulu, Hawaii. Her practice areas include:
family and employment-based immigration law as well as removal. She has represented more than 100 victims of human
trafficking including dozens of Thai farm workers in the Global Horizons case. Ms. Hanusz has served as the AILA
Hawaii Chapter Chair and is founding member of the Hawaii Coalition for Immigration Reform.
Kenneth J. Harder is certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in immigration and nationality law. Mr.
Harder is a former chair of the AILA Customs and Border Protection Liaison Committee and currently serves on the
AILA DOS Liaison Committee and the AILA Liaison Task Force.
Douglas D. Hauer is a partner with Mintz Levin in Boston. He works primarily in the firm's Corporate & Securities
Practice and previously led the firm's Immigration Practice. On the corporate side, Mr. Hauer focuses on private offerings
and related securities work. He serves as counsel to developers and businesses seeking capital through the EB-5 investor
visa program, as well as offshore financing more broadly. He also counsels lenders, private equity firms, and EB-5
Regional Centers on all aspects of EB-5 financing. In the immigration law space, Mr. Hauer represents corporate,
institutional, and individual clients in routine and complex immigration matters. He has in-depth experience advising
companies on the immigration consequences of corporate restructuring. He also advises businesses on the legal aspects of
establishing new offices and operations in the U.S. and helps companies determine the best ways to align corporate, tax,
immigration, and other business objectives. Mr. Hauer also has experience counseling high net worth individuals on all
aspects of the U.S. visa process, dual nationality, expatriation from the United States, and green card relinquishment. He
is frequently called on by tax lawyers and accountants to resolve novel immigration issues that arise in counseling
individuals on U.S. tax compliance. He has an LL.M. Degree in Taxation from Boston University. Mr. Hauer serves as
founder and co-chair of Mintz Levin’s EB-5 Financing Practice and is also active in the firm's International and Israel
Practices. For several years, he served on the Board of Trustees of the American Immigration Counsel.
Janora Hawkins is an associate with Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP in Atlanta, GA. She represents
corporate clients regarding business immigration matters. Ms. Hawkins is the chair of the GA-AL AILA Chapter's CBP
Liaison committee. She speaks locally and nationally on business immigration matters and co-hosts an immigration radio
show on WCEG Talk Radio.
Jim Tom Haynes practices with Haynes Novick Immigration in Washington, DC. Mr. Haynes has served as legal advisor
to the Washington office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. As appellate counsel for legacy
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), he represented the legacy INS at the BIA. He served three terms as a
member of the AILA Board of Governors and as co-chair of the Immigration & Naturalization Committee of the
International Law Section of the American Bar Association.
Magdale Labbe Henke is the principal of MLH Consular Consulting based in Munich, Germany. Her practice focuses on
U.S. consular processing and nonimmigrant and immigrant visa petitions, including employment, investor and familybased applications, and waivers. Ms. Henke was admitted to the New York and New Jersey Bars in 2001. She is the chair
of AILA’s Rome - EMEA Chapter and previously served on the AILA National MAP Task Force and Annual Conference
- Fundamentals Planning Committee.
Jennifer Hermansky is an associate attorney in the Philadelphia office of Greenberg Traurig, LLP. She focuses her
immigration practice on both employment-based and family-based immigration. Ms. Hermansky has experience serving
health care, pharmaceutical and real estate industries, as well as entrepreneurs, scientists and researchers in scientific
communities. She represents clients in a wide range of employment-based immigrant and non-immigrant visa matters
including students, professionals, managers and executives, artists and entertainers, treaty investors, individuals of
extraordinary ability, and immigrant investors. Jennifer also concentrates on EB-5 immigrant investor visas. She has
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prepared and filed many I-526 petitions and I-829 petitions for immigrant investors, both through individual investments
and regional center investments. Additionally, she regularly works with developers across a variety of industries seeking
capital for new projects that qualify for EB-5 investments. She counsels clients on the creation of new regional centers,
amendments of regional center designations, and adoptions of developer projects by existing regional centers. Ms.
Hermansky also regularly counsels approved regional centers on an ongoing basis, including job creation issues and
regional center management recordkeeping and staffing issues. She is currently the vice chair of the AILA New Members
Division Steering Committee.
Merlyn N. Hernandez is the founder of the Law Offices of Merlyn N. Hernandez. For over 13 years, Ms. Hernandez has
practiced immigration and family law. Her immigration practice focuses on family-based immigration, asylum, removal
defense, administrative appeals, and appeals before the Board of Immigration Appeals. Ms. Hernandez has represented
clients before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth and Ninth Circuits. Ms. Hernandez is a member of the Los Angeles
County Bar Association, Family Law Section Executive Committee, a board member of the California Chapter of the
Association of Family & Conciliation Courts, and AILA. She is involved in AILA as an advocacy/congressional liaison
for the Southern California Chapter. She is also a member of AILA’s EOIR Liaison Committee as well as AILA’s
Consumer Protection and UPL Action Committees.
Xiomara M. Hernández is the president of Xiomara M. Hernández, P.A. She received her Juris Doctor degree with a
specialization in International Legal Affairs in 2000 from Cornell Law School and is a member of the Florida Bar. Ms.
Hernández has been practicing exclusively in the area of U.S. immigration and nationality law for the past 15 years. She
represents clients before U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S. embassies, and consulates, as well as the
immigration courts. Ms. Hernández is a past-president of the AILA South Florida Chapter, as well as a co-chair of the
USCIS Miami District Liaison Committee, a member of AILA National’s USCIS Field Ops Committee, and chair of the
Future of Immigration Law Practice Task Force.
Matthew I. Hirsch is a solo practitioner based in suburban Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A former trial attorney for legacy
INS, Mr. Hirsch now focuses primarily in the areas of employment and family-based immigration. He is a past chair of
the Philadelphia Chapter of AILA and has been appointed to serve on numerous local and national committees for AILA.
Mr. Hirsch has been an editor and author on AILA publications. Also, he is a frequent speaker at regional and national
conferences and web seminars sponsored by AILA, ILW, and other organizations. From 2007 to 2013, Mr. Hirsch
proudly served as a member of the Board of Trustees for the American Immigration Council, an organization committed
to education and awareness about the positive impact of immigration for the United States. Since 1993, Mr. Hirsch has
been an adjunct professor of immigration law at Widener University School of Law in Delaware. He is a regular speaker
on immigration law topics for international students and their advisors, lawyers, and human resource professionals. In
addition to his involvement in immigration law, Mr. Hirsch serves on the Board of two public companies.
David Hirson has been involved with EB-5 cases since the program’s inception in 1990, placing him among the most
experienced active EB-5 immigration attorneys in the nation. He was present in the U.S. Senate when EB-5 legislation
was originally proposed, debated, and subsequently filed one of the first ever cases for a family from Taiwan. In fact, Mr.
Hirson filed many of the EB-5 cases that received approval during the first 10 years of the EB-5 program. With over 30
years of experience practicing immigration law, Mr. Hirson originally took on EB-5 cases because of the variety of legal
work involved and the challenge of structuring compliant transactions, which he found to be far more interesting than
regular business immigration work. He also appreciates the sense of achieving a win-win for the United States,
developers, and individual immigrants, at no cost to U.S. taxpayers. He sees the industry continuing to expand with the
hope that the regional center program will become permanent, and the method of counting visa numbers for investors and
their dependents will be improved. For more than 20 years, Mr. Hirson has been certified by the California State Bar’s
Board of Legal Specialization as a specialist in immigration and nationality law. He regularly travels to China and other
countries, and has developed relationships with top providers who source investors for EB-5 projects in each country.
Additionally, he attends trade shows, gives lectures, and establishes new ties within the EB-5 community as a whole
during his trips. He recently established his own firm, David Hirson and Partners, LLP, in Newport Beach, California.
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There, Mr. Hirson and his team undertake all aspects of EB-5 work, including regional center designations and
amendments; advising and structuring EB-5-compliant projects; advising on direct investments, for both small and multimillion dollar raises; and filing individual investor cases for regional center and direct investors. The firm is taking on an
increasing workload, and will continue to build their EB-5 team.
Kehrela M. Hodkinson is the founder of the London-based law firm, Hodkinson Law Group. She was admitted to the
California State Bar in 1980, after graduating from Loyola Law School in Los Angeles. She established her first law
office in Los Angeles, California in 1982. After moving to San Francisco, California in 1987, she founded a second
immigration law firm. Since moving to the UK in 1993, her practice has been limited to U.S. immigration and nationality
law with an emphasis on consular processing, applications for non-immigrant and immigrant waivers of inadmissibility,
maintenance and abandonment of permanent resident status and renunciation of U.S. citizenship. Mrs. Hodkinson is a
member of AILA and was the interim chair of the Rome District Chapter from 2000-2008 and the first chapter chair from
2008-2009. She has served on numerous local and national AILA committees, including Department of State Liaison, Pro
Bono, and Continuing Education and By-Laws. She has been consistently recognized in International Who’s Who of
Corporate Immigration Lawyers as one of the most highly-regarded immigration lawyers worldwide. Ms. Hodkinson is a
frequent speaker at professional conferences regarding U.S. immigration and citizenship issues and is the author of
numerous articles, which have appeared in national and international publications.
Brian Hoffman earned his law degree from The Ohio State University. He later worked for Ohio Governor, Ted
Strickland before going into private practice in Columbus. In 2015, Mr. Hoffman became lead attorney on the CARA
Family Detention Pro Bono Project, serving for six months. He is one of only three Ohio attorneys who are also Ohio
Supreme Court certified court interpreters. He and his work with CARA have been featured in The New York Times, The
Los Angeles Times, and in a variety of other publications. Mr. Hoffman has appeared on Al Jazeera America, Telemundo,
CNN en Español, and many local news programs in Ohio.
Margaret Holland-Sparages chairs the Immigration Law Department at Deutsch, Williams, Brooks, DeRensis &
Holland, P.C. in Boston. Her practice covers all facets of business immigration law with a particular focus in representing
venture capital investors and the researchers and scientists in the bio-technology fields that they fund. She currently serves
as treasurer of AILA's New England Chapter. She graduated cum laude from Wellesley College and completed her law
study at DePaul University in Chicago. She is admitted to the practice of law in Massachusetts and Illinois.
Matthew G. Holt is the conference chair for the Fundamentals and Special Sessions of the 2016 Annual Conference. He
is a shareholder at Hurwitz Holt, APLC, a full-service, immigration law firm in San Diego, CA. Mr. Holt’s practice
centers on removal defense, asylum, bond, appeals, humanitarian visas, waivers, and family immigration. He is the
immediate past chair of AILA’s San Diego Chapter and AILA’s New Member Division. He is a member of the California
State Bar and is a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law per the California State Bar’s Board of Legal
Specialization.
Matthew L. Hoppock is the owner of the Hoppock Law Firm in Overland Park, Kansas. A substantial portion of his
practice focuses on federal litigation and federal Circuit Court appeals related to removal and asylum issues. His
significant cases, include Gatimi v. Holder, the first Circuit Court decision rejecting the “social visibility” requirement for
“particular social groups.” Mr. Hoppock has also litigated several of the “departure bar” cases resulting in rejection of the
departure bar in the Seventh Circuit in Marin-Rodriguez v. Holder, 612 F.3d 591 (7th Cir. 2010) and the Fifth Circuit in
Lari v. Holder, 697 F.3d273 (5th Cir. 2012). He lives in Kansas with his family.
Philip Hornik is a graduate of Puget Sound School of Law. He has practiced immigration law in Portland, Oregon since
1977 and has had a solo law practice since 1980. He has an A-V rating from Martindale-Hubbell and has been listed in
Oregon Super Lawyers® from 2012-2015. He is a frequent speaker at regional and national AILA seminars, and is the
current update editor of the National Immigration Project's treatises Immigration Law and Defense, and Immigration Law
and the Family, both of which are published by Thomas Reuters. He was awarded the 2006 Gerald H. Robinson
Excellence in Immigration Advocacy Award by the Oregon AILA chapter.
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Kim Hunter operates a small immigration practice in St. Paul, Minnesota. Her practice focuses on deportation defense,
family-based immigration, and asylum. Ms. Hunter was volunteer of the year for The Advocates for Human Rights. In
addition The Advocates, she does pro bono work for the Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota and the National Lawyers
Guild. She was honored to be an Artesia First Responder, has volunteered in Dilley, and is appalled that working to end
family detention is an ongoing endeavor. She holds a J.D. from the University of Iowa.
Leah W. Hurwitz has practiced in the areas of family-based, employment-based and removal since 1980. She is an active
mentor for AILA in the area of Religious Workers. She has guest lectured at the University of San Diego, School of Law
and in 2010, participated as a faculty member for a nationally broadcast AILA Audio Seminar regarding inadequate
inspection cases. Through peer recognition, she was named a 2013 Top Immigration Attorney in San Diego, California by
the San Diego Daily Transcript. She participated on the panel for Strategies for Nonimmigrant Athletes, Artists, and
Entertainers at the 2013 AILA California conference.
Loan Huynh is a shareholder at Fredrikson & Byron and has practiced immigration law for over 20 years. She focuses on
employment-based immigration, corporate immigration compliance, and global mobility solutions for employers, ranging
from Fortune 500 companies to mid-size companies, entrepreneurs/investors, and family-owned farms by developing
practical immigration policy and strategies to meet their global mobility and immigration goals. She partners with her
clients in finding creative work visa solutions to meet their labor force needs, including the use of the H-1B for specialty
occupations, L-1 intra-company visas for multinational employees, E-1/E-2 investor/trader visas, B1/H-3/J-1 trainee visas,
and temporary H-2A agricultural and H-2B temporary nonagricultural visas. She is a member of the Board of Advocates
for Human Rights and the Board of Trustee of the American Immigration Council. She currently serves on AILA’s DOL
Liaison Committee. She is a frequent speaker at national conferences and has written extensively on immigration issues.
Anna M. Hysell is the founding and managing attorney of North County Immigration located in San Diego, California,
where she specializes in complex U.S. immigration matters for individuals, investors, and employers. She is also the
founding and managing attorney of Hysell & Asociados in Tijuana, Mexico, a firm that specializes in Mexican Consulate
matters. Ms. Hysell graduated in 2002 from the University of Wisconsin as a member of the prestigious Attorney General
Honors Program where she represented the Department of Justice, and then the Department of Homeland Security in San
Francisco, California.
Susan Im is founder of ImLaw, PC and has practiced exclusively immigration law for more than 18 years, with a focus on
employment-based immigration. Ms. Im is vice chair of the AILA Nebraska Service Center (NSC) Liaison Committee
and has served on the NSC Committee from 2013 to the present. She is also a member of AILA’s Service Center
Operations and USCIS Ombudsman Committees. Ms. Im is a faculty member of the Institute of Continuing Legal
Education, where she has regularly presented on business immigration topics. She earned her J.D. from Wayne State
University Law School in 1994 and her B.A. from the University of Michigan in 1991.
Kathleen Irish is a solo practitioner practicing in Kansas City, Missouri. Her practice focuses on family immigration
matters, including adjustment of status, consular processing, naturalization and derivative citizenship. She often represents
vulnerable immigrants, including juveniles facing removal, undocumented juveniles in state foster care, victims of
domestic violence and other crimes, as well as consulting on matters of international and domestic adoptions of foreignborn children. She is a graduate of the University of Missouri – Kansas City, School of Law and has practiced
immigration law almost exclusively during her career.
Ginger E. Jacobs received her J.D. degree with cum laude honors from Harvard Law School in 1998 and her Bachelor of
Arts degree with magna cum laude honors from Duke University in 1995. Ms. Jacobs is a founding member of Jacobs &
Schlesinger LLP, a full-service immigration and appellate law firm. Ms. Jacobs focuses her practice on employment-,
family-, and investor-based immigration cases, as well as asylum, Violence against Women Act cases, removal cases in
immigration court, and consular processing through U.S. embassies and consulates abroad. Ms. Jacobs is admitted to the
bar of the State of New York. She is a member of AILA and a former member of the Executive Committee of her local
AILA chapter. In 2007, Ms. Jacobs received the President’s Commendation from AILA National for Outstanding
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Achievement in Coalition Building in her Community. Ms. Jacobs is the chair of the San Diego Immigrant Rights
Consortium, a coalition of over 35 organizations working collaboratively on immigration advocacy and policy in San
Diego, California. Ms. Jacobs frequently gives presentations and workshops in the community and for professional
organizations on various topics in immigration and nationality law in both English and Spanish.
Nikki Jacobson is the founder of The Jacobson Law Firm, APC in Los Angeles, CA. Her practice is exclusively limited
to immigration and workers’ compensation law. For over 18 years, she has been an immigration advocate and committed
to immigrants from all over the world. Ms. Jacobson is an active member of AILA and has been a publications editor,
author, speaker, EOIR Liaison, and Congress Lobby Day participant. She has received various honors and accolades,
including Super Lawyers and National Advocates. Ms. Jacobson is also a professor of law at West Los Angeles College
where she teaches immigration law and workers’ compensation.
Michael R. Jarecki has a solo immigration practice in Chicago. The firm offers representation to businesses, employees,
families, and individuals before government agencies within the country and at U.S. consular posts worldwide. Mr.
Jarecki has been selected as an Illinois Super Lawyer “Rising Star” for immigration five times and was named one of the
Best Lawyers Under 40, in 2012, by the National LGBT Bar Association, an affiliate of the American Bar Association. He
currently serves as second vice chair of the AILA Chicago Chapter, and he is a former chair of the AILA National LGBT
Working Group. Mr. Jarecki is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago and the University of Illinois College of Law.
His contact information may be found at www.jareckilaw.com.
Regina Jefferies is the founder of the Law Office of Regina Jefferies, PLC in Phoenix, Arizona. Her practice focuses on
family-based immigration, consular processing, waivers, removal defense, asylum, and appeals. Ms. Jefferies serves as
vice chair of the USCIS Field Operations Committee and is a member of the USCIS Ombudsman Liaison Committee and
AILA Board of Publications. She is a Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent rated attorney and former chair of AILA’s
Arizona Chapter. Ms. Jefferies received her Master of Studies in International Human Rights Law from the University of
Oxford, her J.D. from Arizona State University, and her B.A. from The George Washington University.
Veronica M. Jeffers is currently the supervising attorney for pro bono programs at KIND (Kids in Need of Defense) in
Los Angeles. Ms. Jeffers, a graduate of Wellesley College and Harvard Law School is a former law clerk to Judge Eden
E. Hifo (ret.), 5th Circuit in Honolulu, Hawaii. She has been practicing in the field of immigration and nationality law
since 1989. Ms. Jeffers has been a member of the adjunct faculty at Southwestern Law School in Los Angeles since 2001,
teaching classes on immigration law, and, is a co-author of Immigration and Nationality Law: Problems and Strategies,
an immigration law text book used by law schools across the country.
Jon E. Jessen is a solo practitioner in Stamford, Connecticut where he represents individuals in removal proceedings,
asylum, consular practice, adjustment of status, VAWA/U visa petitions, naturalization applications, and appeals. Mr.
Jessen has represented clients before the BIA and U.S. Court of Appeals, including setting precedent in: Matter of
Arrabally and Yerrabelly; Melnitsenko v. Mukasey (2d Cir., 2008) and Pinto-Montoya v. Mukasey (2d Cir. 2008). Mr.
Jessen has spoken on immigration topics for AILA and other bar organizations, including being a panelist at the DHS
Ombudsman’s Second Annual Conference in Washington, DC with The Honorable Linda S. Wendtland, author of the
majority opinion for Arrabally and Yerrabelly.
Benjamin Johnson is the executive director of AILA in Washington, DC. AILA is the national association of more than
14,000 immigration lawyers established to promote justice, advocate for fair and reasonable immigration law and policy,
advance the quality of immigration and nationality law and practice, and enhance the professional development of its
members. Mr. Johnson has studied and worked in the immigration field for more than 20 years. A former immigration
attorney, Mr. Johnson led the American Immigration Council in Washington, DC for 12 years, one of the nation’s leading
non-profit, educational organizations in the field of immigration dedicated to increasing public understanding of
immigration law and policy and the role of immigration in American society. Prior to that, he served as AILA’s Director
of Advocacy from 1999-2003. He has written extensively on immigration law and policy and has presented testimony on
immigration issues before the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. He is a frequent guest commentator on
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television and radio. A native of Arizona, Mr. Johnson earned a J.D. from the University of San Diego School of Law and
studied international and comparative law at Kings College in London.
Brian Johnson is a founding partner of Guerra & Johnson, P.C. The firm is devoted solely to immigration law at their
offices in San Diego, CA and Houston, TX. Mr. Johnson recently received Board Certification in immigration and
nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He frequently speaks at colleges and universities on issues
affecting students. Mr. Johnson has participated with the AILA Map Program and he is currently involved as the AILASan Diego Committee Chair on the Unauthorized Practice of Law and Pro Bono Efforts. He is a graduate of Rutgers
College and the University of Houston Law Center.
Jeremiah Johnson is a co-founder of Johnson & McDermed in San Francisco, CA. He represents clients in complex
immigration matters, removal proceedings and federal litigation. He frequently represents detained clients and has
experience challenging immigration detention. In addition to his role as an attorney, he serves as an active board member
of Human Rights Advocates, a human rights organization dedicated to promoting and protecting international human
rights in the United States and abroad. He was admitted to the California State Bar in 2003.
Raha Jorjani is the immigration defense attorney for the Office of the Alameda County Public Defender and is directing
California’s first public defender immigration representation project. This project recently received the 2016 “Program of
the Year” award from the California Public Defender’s Association (CDPA), which will be presented at CPDA’s annual
convention in May 2016. Before joining the Public Defender’s Office full-time, she was a clinical professor at the UC
Davis School of Law where she taught in the immigration law clinic for seven years. Last fall, she taught the first course
offered at the UC Berkeley School of Law dedicated to “Crimmigration,” the study of the intersection between
immigration and criminal law. Since 2005, Ms. Jorjani has provided pro bono representation and legal assistance to
hundreds of immigrants, most of them detained, before the immigration courts, the BIA, U.S. Court of Appeals, and
California state courts. Ms. Jorjani recently litigated the Israel O. case before the California Court of Appeal for the First
District, which resulted in the first published opinion in California to uphold the availability of one-parent claims to
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status for kids in juvenile delinquency proceedings. Ms. Jorjani regularly conducts local and
national trainings for immigration attorneys, criminal defense attorneys, and state court judges, on the immigration
consequences of criminal convictions. In 2016, Ms. Jorjani was selected as one of eight fellows for the Rosenberg
Foundation’s Leading Edge Fellowship.
Robert E. Juceam is of counsel at Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson, LLP. He was a former AILA president, and
former chair of its National Ethics Committees. Currently, he is an AILA delegate to the ABA House of Delegates (since
1986). His practice experience includes representation of lawyers accused of disciplinary violations and malpractice, in
their purchase or sale of legal practices, in defense of grand jury investigations, and in prosecuting coverage claims
against malpractice insurers. His full biography is found at www.friedfrank.com.
Carlos R. Juelle is the founder and managing partner of Herrera & Juelle LLP, where he specializes in immigration law.
Mr. Juelle is a member of the AILA USCIS Liaison Committee, has been a member of the AILA ICE Liaison Committee,
and has served as the chair of the Los Angeles County Bar Association (LACBA), Immigration and Nationality Section.
He is a frequent speaker at AILA conferences, as well as LACBA legal education programs. Mr. Juelle received his
bachelor’s degree from UCLA, and his J.D. from Pepperdine University School of Law.
Romy Kapoor is a partner with the international law firm of Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP, and head of the firm’s
Global Immigration & Mobility Practice Group. He has been practicing U.S. immigration and nationality law since 1992,
with a broad business– and family-based immigration practice. Mr. Kapoor has spoken and written extensively in these
areas, both nationally with AILA and for the Georgia State Bar. He served as an elected director to AILA's Board of
Governors, as a chair of the GA-AL Chapter, and on AILA’s DOL Liaison Committee, Business Immigration Committee,
and various conference committees.
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Cynthia Groomes Katz founded the Law Offices of Cynthia A. Groomes. P.C., in March 1999. Ms. Katz is admitted to
both the federal and state bars of Maryland and the District of Columbia Bar. Her memberships include: AILA’s New
York and District of Columbia Chapters, the Duke Law Alumni, and the Barnard Club of Long Island. Ms. Katz currently
serves as the Chair of AILA’s DC Webinar Committee.
Mary Beth Kaufman is the owner of the Law Offices of Stanton & Kaufman, a small firm in San Francisco, CA,
specializing in asylum, family-based immigration, and removal defense. She is the immediate past chair of AILA’s
Northern California Chapter and serves on the Vermont Service Center Liaison Committee. She received her B.A. from
Columbia University in 1992 and her J.D. from Boalt Hall in 2003. Ms. Kaufman previously worked with the United
Nations Truth Commission in Guatemala and the Center for Justice and Accountability in San Francisco, CA.
Allen E. Kaye is an attorney residing in New York City, who has practiced United States immigration, naturalization,
visa and consular law for the past 35 years. He is a graduate, Phi Beta Kappa and cum laude, of Queens College of the
City University of New York (B.A.); Columbia University Law School (J.D.); and New York University Law School
(LL.M.). A nationally recognized expert in the field of U.S immigration and naturalization law, Mr. Kaye is a past
president of AILA National and a member of the Board of Governors. He is also on the Executive Committee of the New
York State Bar Association’s International Law Section. Mr. Kaye is a regular columnist on U.S. immigration and
naturalization law for the newspaper India Abroad, and other newspapers across the U.S. He is a frequent lecturer on U.S.
immigration, naturalization, visa, and consular law for various organizations, associations, and foreign consulates with
offices in New York City. Mr. Kaye is listed in the Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers and also in
The Best Lawyers in America, both in the field of immigration and naturalization law. He represents many large and small
employers and individuals. He enjoys working with HR professionals.
Amanda Bethea Keaveny is a solo practitioner in Charleston South Carolina. She obtained her B.A. from Smith College
(1980) and her J.D. from the University of South Carolina (1986). After many years of litigation and appellate practice in
the state and federal courts, Ms. Keaveny has now limited her practice exclusively to immigration and federal criminal
defense. She represents individuals before the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service, the immigration courts, the BIA,
the U.S. District Court for South Carolina, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. She is currently the chair
for AILA’s Carolinas Chapter (2014-2016), continues to serve on the Executive Committee for the Carolinas Chapter
(2010-2016), is past Carolinas Chapter liaison with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (2008-2012), and served on
the 2016 AILA Annual Conference Committee. Ms. Keaveny is a frequent speaker on a range of immigration topics.
Angela Maria Kelley is the executive director of the Center for American Progress Action Fund and a senior vice
president at the Center for American Progress. She joined American Progress in 2009 and was the first vice president for
Immigration Policy until November 2014. Ms. Kelley took a leave of absence from American Progress in November 2014
to work as advisor in the White House on immigration executive actions. She also served as the vice president for
campaigns and advocacy at Planned Parenthood Federation of America before returning to American Progress. Before
joining American Progress, Ms. Kelley served as director of the Immigration Policy Center, a research and rapid-response
organization that provides policymakers, academics, the media, and the general public with access to accurate information
about the effects of immigration on the U.S. economy and society. Prior to that, she was deputy director at the National
Immigration Forum, where she headed its legislative, policy, and communications activities and oversaw its operations.
During her service there, she was a frontline negotiator as Congress debated proposed comprehensive immigration reform
legislation. Ms. Kelley, the daughter of South American immigrants, began her career as an attorney for a legal services
agency in Washington, D.C., representing low-income immigrants on immigration and family matters. She is a graduate
of The George Washington University Law School and a Georgetown University Law School Women’s Law and Public
Policy Fellow.
Linda Kenepaske has been representing private and corporate clients in all aspects of immigration law in her New York
City based practice for more than 25 years. Ms. Kenepaske has served as chair and member of many local and national
AILA committees, was previously chair of the New York City Bar’s Immigration and Nationality Law Committee, serves
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on the board of the Federal Bar Association Immigration Law Section, and lectures frequently on a variety of immigration
topics. She is AV rated and has been selected as a “Super Lawyer” since 2009.
Mary Kenney is a senior attorney with the American Immigration Council. Mary has litigated cases in federal courts of
appeals and districts courts around the country, as well as before the BIA. Prior to joining the Council, she was the
executive director for the Texas Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, a statewide immigrant and refugee rights project.
She also worked as a legal services attorney in West Virginia.
Dan Kesselbrenner is the executive director of the National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild and the
co-author of Immigration Law and Crimes (Thomson-Reuters Publishing). He regularly trains federal and state criminal
defenders on the immigration consequences of criminal conduct. He is a past recipient of the AILA award for excellence
in litigation for his work as a member of the legal team in American Baptist Churches v. Thornburgh.
Ellen S. Kief has a private law practice in Boston, Massachusetts. The Law Office of Ellen S. Kief focus on U.S. business
and family immigration, family law, and mediation. Born in Montreal, Ms. Kief is a dual national of the U.S. and Canada.
Her service to AILA includes: co-chair New England National Day of Action/Congressional Liaison; NMD National
Steering Committee; AILA Canada Membership Committee and NMD Liaison; Global Migration Section
Communications and Membership Committee. Her service to the Boston Bar Association includes: co-chair of the
Immigration Committee and Section; Education Committee; co-chair of the Solo/Small Firm Section, and Family Law
Section Steering Committee. Ms. Kief is currently serving on the Executive Board as Vice President of the Canadian New
England Business Council. She is the recipient of the Denise McGuire Award honoring extraordinary commitment to
equal access to justice and to representation. She is also certified in mediation and conflict resolution. Ms. Kief was a
volunteer attorney at the Boston City Hall immigration clinic. She is an active runner for charitable organizations, such as
Dana Farber Cancer Research; Leukemia; and Lymphoma as well as rides bicycles for Alzheimer Foundations and
community and education programs. She is also a certified paramedic.
Mark Kingstone is senior counsel for U.S. immigration matters at Cumming & Partners in Toronto. His nearly 20 years
in the field includes: servicing a broad spectrum of clients from start-ups to Fortune 100s at several New York City-based
firms; advising on scenarios from the impact of M&A to complex L-1 corporate ownership structures; running a highly
successful H-3 program and a diverse range of O-1/EB-1 visas. In addition to client-facing work, Mark has been a lead inhouse trainer at a major immigration firm. He has lived in Canada, the U.S., Italy, Israel, and the UK. He has also been
admitted as an English solicitor.
H. Ronald Klasko is a Philadelphia-based former national president of AILA. Ron is the managing partner of Klasko
Immigration Law Partners, LLP and chairs its 25 person EB-5 Team. He served for three years as AILA general counsel.
He was the second practicing attorney ever honored with the Founders Award for his contributions to immigration
jurisprudence. Mr. Klasko was chosen as the most highly-regarded immigration lawyer in the world by International
Who's Who of Business Lawyers. He is a frequent speaker and author on EB-5 issues and will be commencing his fifth
term as chair of AILA's EB-5 Committee. He was the lead attorney on the famous Matters of Walsh and Pollard case,
which established the key precedent for treaty investors’ visas. He can be reached through www.klaskolaw.com.
Eliza C. Klein is an immigration practitioner in Aurora and Chicago, Illinois. From September of 1994-January of 2015,
she was an immigration judge in Miami, Boston, and Chicago. She retired earlier than anticipated to return to private
practice. Ms. Klein was in private practice in Boston from 1983-1994, and trained and mentored numerous pro bono
attorneys handling asylum matters. From May 1994-June of 1994, she was the chapter chair of AILA’s New England
Chapter,- a position she reluctantly relinquished when she was appointed to the bench. For many years, she was the
liaison between the New England Chapter and EOIR.
Tracie L. Klinke is in solo practice at Klinke Immigration, LLC in Marietta, GA where she focuses on family-based
immigration and assisting victims of violence. She is active in AILA, serving as chair for the USCIS Field Operations
Committee and second vice-chair for the GA-AL Chapter. She has served on the Board of Governors, the NMD Steering
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Committee, the USCIS Ombudsman, and VAWA, T, and U Committees. She is also a member of the Cobb County DV
Task Force and is on the Board of Directors for the nonprofits, GAIN and Caminar Latino. Her B.A. and M.A. are from
the University of Kansas and her J.D. was obtained at Georgia State University.
Noah Klug is a senior associate in the Dallas office of Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP. Noah is listed in Who’s Who
Legal for corporate immigration and utilizes his significant expertise in both U.S. and global immigration law to manage
the immigration programs of some of the world’s largest and best-known multinational companies. In addition to
previously working at a prominent global corporate immigration law firm in its Sydney and Melbourne offices, Noah
started his career as an attorney-advisor at a U.S. government immigration agency in Washington, DC. He was the
founder and inaugural chair of AILA’s Bangkok District (Asia Pacific) Chapter, past co-chair of the American Bar
Association’s Immigration and Naturalization Committee, past member of AILA’s National Business Immigration
Committee, and is on the Steering Committee of AILA’s Global Migration Section.
David Kolko is the managing partner of Kolko & Associates, P.C. in Denver, Colorado, directing the law firm’s
operations and overseeing the employment-based and family-based practice areas. Mr. Kolko is an active member of
AILA and the Colorado Bar Association. He currently serves as chair of the AILA Family Detention Task Force (20152016) and is a member of the AILA - USCIS Field Operations Committee (2015-2016). He was the chair of the AILA
Colorado Chapter (2014-2015).
Daniel M. Kowalski, a native of Denver, Colorado, has been practicing immigration law exclusively since 1985. He is
the editor-in-chief of Bender’s Immigration Bulletin, published by LexisNexis, and the online editor of the LexisNexis
Immigration Law Community, Bender’s Immigration Bulletin – Daily Edition, www.bibdaily.com. In 2010, Mr. Kowalski
was named a senior fellow at the Institute for Justice Journalism, www.justicejournalism.org. He is a member of
IMMLAW, the National Consortium of Immigration Law Firms, www.immlaw.com and a board member for the National
Immigration Law Center www.nilc.org. He was admitted to practice in state and federal courts in Colorado, Washington,
Texas, U.S. Supreme Court, as well as the U.S. Courts of Appeal for the Fifth, Ninth, and Tenth Circuits. On Twitter,
@dkbib or email dk@justnews.org.
Mary Kramer is the author of Immigration Consequences of Criminal Activity: A Guide to Representing Foreign-Born
Defendants, now in its sixth edition, and available at aila.org. She is the 2015 recipient of the Edith Lowenstein Award,
an AILA National award for excellence in advancing the practice of immigration law. Ms. Kramer is past-president of the
AILA South Florida Chapter, and a past-chair of the ICE National Liaison Committee. Last year, she served on the State
Department Liaison Committee, and this year, is a member of the EOIR Liaison Committee. Locally, she serves as ERO
co-chair. Mr. Kramer is president of the board of directors of Catholic Legal Services, the largest immigration legal
services provider in Florida. She is a former trainer of federal public defenders, and taught immigration law at Florida
International University. A graduate of the College of Saint Benedict in Minnesota, cum laude, and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison Law School, she is a member of the Florida and Wisconsin Bars, as well as the Southern District of
Florida, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Conversant in Spanish, Ms. Kramer has been
in private practice for 23 years in Miami, Florida.
Karla L. Kraus is a 1992 graduate of California Western School of Law. She started her own practice, Kraus Law
Corporation, in 1993. She practices exclusively in the area of immigration and nationality law specifically representing
clients in removal proceedings, appeals to the BIA, and to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, in naturalization,
citizenship, political asylum, and family immigration applications. Ms. Kraus gives back to the community by performing
pro bono work. Ms. Kraus is a frequent speaker and educator of students, law students, and attorneys. She has presented
on various immigration topics to law students at California Western School of Law, attorneys at the American Bar
Association conference, AILA at annual and semi-annual conferences, the National Lawyers Guild, Casa Cornelia, Legal
Aid, and for the ABA Immigration Justice Project.
Charles H. (“Chuck”) Kuck is the managing attorney at Kuck Immigration Partners in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Kuck
served as AILA’s national president from 2008-2009. He is also a past president of the Alliance of Business Immigration
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Lawyers, and an Adjunct Professor of Law at Emory Law School. He was named one of the top six immigration attorneys
in the world by Chambers & Partners again in 2015, and was named one of the 2011 “100 Most Influential Georgians” by
Georgia Trend magazine. For more than a decade, he has been listed in Best Lawyers in America. He has practiced
immigration law for 27 years, has spoken to numerous legal and business conferences on all types of immigration related
topics, and has testified in Congress on various aspects of immigration law and reform. Mr. Kuck is frequently quoted in
the national press, and appears regularly on television and cable news outlets.
Ira J. Kurzban received his J.D. and M.A. from the University of California, Berkeley. Mr. Kurzban is a partner in the
law firm of Kurzban, Kurzban, Weinger, Tetzeli & Pratt, P.A., in Miami, Florida. He is a past AILA national president
and former general counsel. He is also a Fellow of the American Bar Association. He has litigated over 50 federal cases
concerning immigrants’ rights, including Jean v. Nelson, Commissioner v. Jean, and McNary v. Haitian Refugee Center,
Inc., which he argued before the United States Supreme Court. Mr. Kurzban is an adjunct faculty member in immigration
and nationality law at the University of Miami School of Law. He is the author of Kurzban’s Immigration Law
Sourcebook, the most widely used one-volume immigration source in the United States and he has lectured and otherwise
published extensively in the field of immigration law, including articles in the Harvard Law Review and Columbia
University Press.
Laya R. Kushner, a third generation attorney, obtained her B.A. from the State University of New York at Binghamton
(1991) and J.D. from the University of Baltimore (1994). Ms. Kushner is a partner in KUSHNER and KUSHNER, P.C.,
practicing immigration and nationality law. She is a member of both the North Carolina and New York bars, as well as
AILA. Ms. Kushner has authored articles on immigration and lectured to the immigration bar and law schools. Currently,
she is a member of AILA's ACES Committee.
Bryon M. Large is a senior associate attorney at Kolko & Associates, P.C., based in Denver, Colorado. Mr. Large
received his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law and his undergraduate degree from
the University of New Mexico. He is a past chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s Immigration Law Section and a past
Chapter chair of AILA Colorado. He is the current chair of AILA’s LGBT Taskforce. He is also the current president of
the Colorado LGBT Bar Association. Mr. Large actively practices family-based immigration, removal defense, federal
litigation, and asylum law.
Kevin Lashus graduated from Stanford University in 1994 and received his Juris Doctor degree from the University of
Texas School of Law in 1998. He is principal with the Austin office of Jackson Lewis PC. Mr. Lashus is also Board
Certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He has represented management
in employment verification compliance investigations, administrative employer sanctions cases, in-bound business
immigration, USCIS fraud investigations, and other workplace law matters since 2007. Before moving to the private
sector, Mr. Lashus was an assistant attorney general for the State of Texas defending state-wide law enforcement officers
accused of civil rights violations and employment discrimination in federal and state court litigation. Shortly after
September 11, 2001, he moved on to the U.S. Department of Justice, then, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
where he prosecuted terrorists and advised special agents on the execution of worksite investigations and Form I-9
inspections. Mr. Lashus was a member of the National Security Team—enjoying a top secret security clearance.
Vincent W. Lau is the managing partner of Clark Lau LLC in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Between 2012-2013, Mr. Lau
served as the chapter chair of AILA New England and has been a member of the AILA National DOL Liaison Committee
since 2013. He is also an adjunct faculty member at New England Law Boston. He received his B.A. from Yale
University, M.A. from the Boston College School of Education, and J.D. from the Boston College Law School. He has
been voted among “The Best Lawyers in America” since 2010 and listed with “Who’s Who Legal: Corporate
Immigration” since 2015.
Betsy Lawrence is the director of liaison at AILA in Washington, DC. She works closely with all of AILA’s liaison
committees, including USCIS Benefits Policy, Service Center Operations, Field Operations, DOL, DOS, CBP, and
Verification & Documentation. Prior to joining AILA in 2008, she was an associate attorney at Van Der Hout,
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Brigagliano & Nightingale in San Francisco where she represented clients with respect to all matters involving
immigration and nationality law (business, family, asylum, removal defense). She has also served as an editor on several
editions of Kurzban’s Immigration Law Sourcebook, as well as the 2010-2011 Edition of AILA’s Navigating the
Fundamentals of Immigration Law. She earned her J.D. from the University of San Francisco in 1996 and a Bachelor’s
degree in Accounting and Finance from Northeastern University in 1992. She is admitted to practice in California.
Eric D. Ledbetter is a partner at Quarles & Brady, LLP in the Chicago office. Mr. Ledbetter specializes in complex
business immigration matters for prominent individuals and the employees of corporate clients. He represents investors,
doctors, scientists, researchers, engineers, business executives, entertainers, and high-tech works. He has broad experience
with H, L, O, TN, B, E, and other types of non-immigrant visa status, as well as Conrad 30, No Objection, and Interested
Government Agency J-1 waivers, and permanent residency based on PERM labor certification, EB-1 Outstanding
Research, Extraordinary Ability, and Multinational Management. He advises companies on a range of workplace issues,
including immigration and I-9 compliance, E-Verify best practices, and avoidance of discrimination claims based on
alienage and citizenship status.
Carolyn Lee is the managing partner of Miller Mayer’s EB-5 practice group. She is past chair of AILA’s EB-5
Committee and currently serves as co-chair. Her current advocacy focuses on EB-5 renewal legislation examining the
workability of proposed changes. She represents long-standing regional centers, developers, funds, and investors. She has
written many in-depth publications on "material change," the "at risk" requirement, and TEAs. Ms. Lee lectures widely on
EB-5 issues and is recipient of awards for excellence including the 2016 Outstanding 50 Asian Americans in Business, the
2015 AILA Presidential Commendation, and the 2008 AILA Joseph Minsky Award.
Lynn M. Lee is a partner at BSIS (By Sea Immigration Services) and focuses her practice on both corporate and family
immigration matters. In particular, Ms. Lee possesses a special interest in consular issues for both IV and NIV applicants
worldwide, including IV petitions filed abroad, waivers, and complex liaison issues. Ms. Lee currently serves as chair of
the Latin America & Caribbean chapter of AILA, as well as vice chair of the USCIS International Operations Committee
and member of the CIS Ombudsman Committee for AILA National. Ms. Lee graduated, magna cum laude, from
Bridgewater College in 1999 and from University of Maryland School of Law in 2003.
Roland Robert "Bob" Lenard is the current vice-chair of the AILA MAP Committee. He is a solo practitioner located
in Clarksville, TN. Bob formerly served on active duty with both the U.S. Army JAG Corps (1984-1987) and Infantry
(1977-1980). He also served in the 20th Special Force Group while attending law school (1981-1983). He graduated from
the University of Tennessee College of Law, and received his undergraduate degree from Marquette University. Bob
represents soldiers, retirees, veterans, and their family members in his state and federal, family and immigration law
private practice. He is licensed in both Tennessee and Kentucky.
Jared Leung is a shareholder/director at the law firm of Fennemore Craig in Phoenix, Arizona and practices exclusively
in the area of immigration law. He has extensive experience in business immigration matters. Mr. Leung has also worked
closely with individual clients, investors, and those with family immigration needs. Mr. Leung is a frequent speaker on
U.S. immigration matters, and has published numerous articles on a variety of immigration topics. He served as chair for
the Bangkok District Chapter from 2014-2015.
Cecelia Friedman Levin serves as senior policy counsel at ASISTA Immigration Assistance, where she focuses on
policy, technical assistance, and trainings related to immigration remedies for survivors of violence. Before joining
ASISTA in 2012, Ms. Levin worked as a supervising attorney at Women Empowered Against Violence in Washington,
DC representing survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault in civil and immigration cases. Ms. Levin also acted as
the domestic violence staff attorney at the National Law Center for Homelessness and Poverty where she worked on
federal and local housing protections for survivors of domestic violence. She has also provided legal representation to
low-income immigrants in a variety of defensive and affirmative immigration applications as a staff attorney at Ayuda in
Washington, DC. Prior to law school, Ms. Levin was a Fulbright Research Scholar in Santiago, Chile assessing
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community responses to domestic violence. She received her B.A. in international studies and women & gender studies
from American University and her J.D. from American University-Washington College of Law.
Gary C. Liao is the clinical practitioner in residence at the Humanitarian and Immigration Law Clinic at Elon Law
School. Mr. Liao also co-teaches a course on refugee and immigration law. Prior to Elon, he was the program manager for
the Office for New Americans Legal Counsel Program at Journey’s End Refugee Services in Buffalo, NY. Mr. Liao began
his career at Immigration Equality, where he represented LGBT/HIV+ clients applying for asylum affirmatively and
defensively. He is a graduate of Cornell Law School, where he was the articles editor for the Cornell Journal of Law and
Public Policy.
Laura Lichter is the founder and managing partner of Lichter Immigration, a Denver-based law firm, where she focuses
her practice on complex removal defense, contested family immigration and naturalization cases, administrative appeals,
and related federal immigration litigation. Currently serving as the AILA’s general counsel, Ms. Lichter is a national past
president, former AILA Colorado Chapter chair, and holds a seat as a director on AILA's of Board of Governors. For well
over a decade, Ms. Lichter has chaired or served on AILA’s national liaison committees with the immigration courts and
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Ms. Lichter has testified before Congress on immigration policy multiple
times, and was appointed to serve on the Secure Communities Task Force, helping draft a report that was integral in the
shift away from indiscriminate immigration enforcement. Ms. Lichter is a sought-after speaker and nationally recognized
expert on immigration law, and she particularly enjoys exploring innovative strategies with her peers and introducing new
practitioners to the field. Ms. Lichter has spearheaded numerous local and national consumer protection and legal
representation projects, including creative collaborations with faith-based groups, grass-roots organizations, and victims’
and legal services providers to empower and educate immigrant communities. Ms. Lichter recently received AILA’s
prestigious Founder’s Award for her groundbreaking work in fighting to end family detention, which led to the shuttering
of the controversial facility in Artesia, New Mexico. A native of Honolulu, Ms. Lichter graduated, cum laude, from
Swarthmore College and earned her J.D. at the University of Colorado School of Law. She is an avid equestrian, runner,
outdoorswoman, dog lover, and part-time gentlewoman farmer.
Kate Lincoln-Goldfinch is the owner of Lincoln-Goldfinch Law in Austin, Texas. She was the recipient of an EJW
Fellowship in 2008, completed at American Gateways. Her project served the families detained at the Hutto Detention
Center. After her fellowship, Ms. Lincoln-Goldfinch entered private immigration practice where she has a family-based
and removal defense practice with an emphasis in humanitarian cases such as asylum, U Visa, and VAWA. She serves as
the pro bono liaison for the AILA TX, OK, and NM chapters and is on the advisory board for the Karnes (family
detention) pro bono project.
Marketa Lindt is a partner at Sidley Austin LLP in Chicago, where she advises employers on business immigration,
leads the firm’s I-9 compliance practice, and represents clients in immigration-related white collar defense matters. She
serves as AILA’s National treasurer. Previously, she served as chair of AILA’s Chicago Chapter and served on AILA
National liaison committees for Verification, DOL, ICE, SSA, and the Nebraska Service Center. Ms. Lindt frequently
speaks and writes on business immigration practice issues. She is an author of two treatises, Business Immigration Law:
Forms and Filings and Business Immigration Law: Strategies for Employing Foreign Nationals.
Maris J. Liss heads up the appellate litigation practice at George P. Mann and Associates, a boutique immigration firm in
Farmington Hills, Michigan. She litigates at the BIA as well as federal district courts and circuit courts of appeal. Ms. Liss
is an editor of the fifth edition of AILA's Immigration Litigation Toolkit. She is a graduate of Columbia Law School and
Barnard College.
Jesse Lloyd, a partner with Bean + Lloyd, LLP in Oakland, is a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by
the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization. He is a past chair of the Northern California chapter, and has
held several local and national positions for AILA. He is also on the board of Tax-Aid, a Bay Area nonprofit, and is a past
co-chair of the UC Davis Immigration Clinic Alumni Council. When not working or writing about himself in the third
person, Jesse enjoys sports and trying to keep up with his two sons.
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Liliana Loftman is a senior associate with Smith, Gambrell, & Russell in Atlanta, GA. She specializes in representing
immigrant victims of crime, immigrant waivers of inadmissibility, and in business immigration out of and into Latin
America. Ms. Loftman has been a member of AILA since 2002 and served three terms as a chapter officer. She has served
on numerous AILA committees. Prior to devoting her career to immigration, Ms. Loftman practiced international human
rights litigation in the inter-American system.
Judy London is the directing attorney of Public Counsel’s Immigrants’ Rights Project. From 1996 to 2000, she was the
legal director of the Central American Resource Center (“CARECEN”) in Los Angeles and focused her work on securing
enactment of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (“NACARA”). She joined Public Counsel in
2002, where she has expanded the agency’s impact litigation, SIJS and detention work, and launched the agency’s
unaccompanied minors’ representation program. She is an adjunct professor at UCLA School of Law where she coteaches a clinical course on asylum law. In 2015, Ms. London was the recipient of the Robert W. Kenny Award from the
Los Angeles Chapter of the National Lawyers’ Guild. She received her law degree from UCLA School of Law in 1990.
Cynthia Lucas is a partner at Lucas & Barba LLP in Los Angeles, handling a range of removal defense, special
immigrant & family-based immigration law matters, including U visas, VAWA, Special Immigrant Juvenile petitions,
consular processing and waivers. Ms. Lucas is an alumna of the University of California, Berkeley, and the University of
San Francisco. Her past experience includes extensive public interest work as a nonprofit attorney, including both direct
services and assistance with impact U visa litigation while at the Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law
challenging the government’s over-seven-year long delay in issuing regulations to implement this important immigration
law to protect victims of crime. She also previously worked as an associate attorney at a prominent private firm, where
she handled a wide range of family-based and employment-based immigration matters. She has been recognized as a
Rising Star by the Southern California Super Lawyers publication in the field of immigration law, is a 2014 recipient of
the AILA Advocacy Award, and has been a speaker at various conferences and trainings for the Federal Bar Association,
AILA and ILRC, as well as before several community groups and school venues. She has served on the AILA’s Executive
Committee Southern California Chapter, and serves on several AILA National Committees.
Camille J. Mackler is the director of Legal Initiatives at the New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC), a policy and
advocacy umbrella organization that represents nearly 200 immigrant-serving organizations throughout New York State.
At NYIC, she is primarily responsible for supporting the work of non-profit immigration attorneys through trainings,
liaison work with government agencies, and advocacy for better resources for legal services. This includes acting as chair
the Protecting Immigrant New Yorkers Task Force, a collaboration between community based organizations, law
enforcement agencies, and federal, state, and city government offices that fights against immigration services fraud. She
also works on federal campaigns to reform immigration laws and create a more just system for immigrants. Before joining
the NYIC in March 2013, she worked in private practice representing immigrants before U.S. immigration courts and
federal courts of appeals. She focused primarily on asylum and refugee, deportation proceedings, immigration detention,
and family-based immigration issues. Ms. Mackler is currently a member of the New York State Bar Association Special
Committee on Immigration Representation, a member of the Future Practice of Law Task Force, and AILA’s Unlawful
Practice of Law and Consumer Protection Committee, and a member of Judge Katzmann’s Study Group. She has a Juris
Doctor from New York Law School and a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service from Georgetown University’s Walsh
School of Foreign Service. She is also a frequent lecturer on immigration law and advocacy issues surrounding the
practice of immigration law.
Susan M. MacLean is a partner in the firm of Zulkie Partners, LLC, which specializes in business immigration law. She
teaches a business immigration law course at IIT Chicago- Kent College of Law. Ms. MacLean has spoken on labor
certification, H-1B, and other business related issues. She has been a member of various AILA, ACWIA, and PERM
comment teams. She has served on many AILA committees and was the 2005 AILA Annual Conference program chair.
She has served on AILA’s DOL Liaison Committee (chair, 2006-2008), USCIS Benefits Policy Liaison Committee,
Department of State Liaison Committee, the Business Immigration Committee, AILA’s Verification and Documentation
Liaison Committee, and AILA’s Chicago Chapter CBP Committee.
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Kristin Macleod-Ball is a staff attorney with the American Immigration Council. Her work focuses on protecting the due
process rights of individuals facing removal, including by seeking to ensure access to courts and access to counsel.
Previously, Ms. Macleod-Ball worked at WITNESS, an organization that assisted locally-based non-profits around the
world to produce and distribute human rights advocacy videos.
Mary Carmen Madrid Crost is the managing attorney of the Madrid Crost Law Group. She is a member of the New
York State Bar. She received her LL.M. from the George Washington University and a post baccalaureate LL.B. degree
from the University of the Philippines College of Law. During 2012-2013, Ms. Madrid Crost served as chair of AILA’s
National Committee on Consumer Protection and Unauthorized Practice of Law. In 2015, as conference committee chair
of AILA’s Bangkok District Chapter, she organized the third BDC-APAC Conference, Immigration Thrilla in Manila,
with a tour of the U.S. Embassy in Manila. Ms. Madrid Crost also served as a member of AILA’s Department of State
Liaison Committee and presently, she is the co-chair of AILA Chicago Chapter’s Secretary of State Committee.
Sheila Mahadevan is an associate attorney at Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP in Washington, DC. She
represents clients in employment-based immigration matters, both nonimmigrant and immigrant. Ms. Mahadevan serves
on the New Members Division Steering Committee and is a member of AILA's Washington, DC Chapter. She is a 2011
graduate of Howard University School of Law.
Javier N. Maldonado is a lawyer in private practice in San Antonio, Texas who specializes in representing individuals in
complex federal and state litigation in the areas of immigration, employment disputes, and civil rights. He attended
Columbia University for both undergraduate and law school. Afterwards, he clerked for the Honorable George P. Kazen
in Laredo, Texas. Mr. Maldonado was awarded a Skadden Fellowship to work at the Mexican American Legal Defense
and Educational Fund and then joined the legal staff at the end of his fellowship. He was subsequently employed as a trial
attorney with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and then became the executive director of the Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights of Texas, where he litigated several class action and individual civil rights cases on behalf of
immigrants. Since March 2006, Mr. Maldonado has been in private practice and regularly presents on civil rights and
immigration matters at state and national conferences.
Bushra A. Malik is a shareholder practicing in Butzel Long’s Bloomfield Hills Office. Ms. Malik practices in the area of
immigration law, focusing her practice on the representation of multinational and domestic clients’ inbound and global
migration needs. She has extensive experience in securing work and residence permits for numerous countries around the
globe. Ms. Malik also routinely represents clients at U.S. Ports of Entry, the USCIS District Office, as well as various
foreign embassies and consulates. Prior to joining Butzel Long, she was a vice consul for the United States Foreign
Service, Department of State in Seoul, South Korea. She also worked for EOIR at the Chicago Immigration Court, and
had externships with the UNHCR in New Delhi, India, and legacy INS, Office of the General Counsel in Washington,
DC. Ms. Malik currently serves as treasurer of AILA Michigan Chapter’s Executive Committee; member of AILA
National’s Department of State Liaison Committee; and member of AILA’s Global Migration Steering Committee.
Bushra previously served on the AILA National Customs and Border Protection National Liaison Committee, and as the
Program Chair of the 2015 AILA Global Immigration Forum.
Jeanne M. Malitz is the principal of Malitzlaw, Inc. which focuses on employment-based immigration matters with an
emphasis on permanent and temporary labor certification for agricultural employers. Her practice also includes counseling
on employment verification including E-Verify and I-9-related issues. Ms. Malitz actively participates in advocacy for
immigration reform through national committee work on behalf of AILA and the National Council of Agricultural
Employers (NCAE). She is a member of AILA’s national Department of Labor Committee and chaired the H-2A
Committee for the NCAE. She frequently presents and writes on immigration-related topics. Ms. Malitz received her B.A.
degree from the University of San Diego and her J.D. degree from the Boston University School of Law.
John Manley represents foreign nationals and corporations for business or family based immigration petitions. He also
represents applicants with Global Entry, SENTRI, NEXUS, or other Trusted Traveler Program denial Reconsideration
Requests. Mr. Manley serves as a media liaison for AILA’s Southern California Chapter. He is also a local ambassador
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for the American Immigration Council. Mr. Manley is a member of the Executive Committee of the Immigration Law
Section at the Los Angeles County Bar Association (LACBA) and serves as a current liaison to the local CBP office for
LACBA. He is a past chair of the Immigration Law Section at LACBA.
Nicholas W. Marchi is a Seattle, Washington partner in Carney & Marchi, P.S., established in 1993. His primary areas of
practice are removal defense and criminal defense.
Tifany Markee received her Juris Doctor from California Western School of Law, graduating, magna cum laude, in May
2001. She is an active member of the California State Bar, becoming approved as a certified specialist in immigration and
nationality law in April 2011. Ms. Markee is the junior partner at Milner & Markee, LLP in San Diego, California. In
addition to her active business-related immigration practice, she has practiced international adoption law since 2003. She
is one of only a handful of attorneys across the nation with an active practice in the adoption, immigration, and citizenship
of foreign-born children. Ms. Markee is an active lecturer and mentor in this field as well as a frequent, invited speaker at
law schools and professional organizations, including AILA, Academy of California Adoption Lawyers, and the LA
County Bar Association. She is also the mother of two internationally-adopted children.
Tiffany Martinez is an associate in the San Francisco office of Berry Appleman and Leiden (BAL). She provides
strategic counsel to clients of all sizes on all aspects of business immigration. She works on a wide range of employmentbased and family-based matters. In addition, Ms. Martinez currently serves on the Advisory Council for AILA Northern
California. She has also authored and edited numerous articles for AILA publications. Prior to joining BAL, Ms. Martinez
practiced business immigration law at top-rated firms in the U.S. She earned her B.A. from the University of California,
Berkeley, and her J.D. from the University of Maryland, where she garnered the Dean’s Award and served as class
president.
Claudia P. Martorell is a senior associate with Larrabee Albi Coker LLP in San Diego, CA. Her practice focuses on
employment-based immigration, including nonimmigrant visa matters, such as H-1B, E, L, TN, and O; immigrant visa
matters covering all aspects of the permanent residency process; along with I-9 and other compliance issues. Ms.
Martorell represents clients in a broad array of industries, such as technology, finance, energy, non-profit, and
manufacturing. She also assists individuals with family-based immigration matters and naturalization.
Noemi E. Masliah is a partner of the law firm of Masliah & Soloway, PC. with offices in New York City and Los
Angeles. She has been exclusively engaged in the practice of immigration law since 1980, speaking and writing frequently
on a broad range of immigration topics. Co-founder of Immigration Equality and Stop the Deportations, she is currently a
member of AILA National’s LGBT Working Group and Chair of the NY Chapter’s LGBT Committee. She proudly
served as a Trustee of the American Immigration Council. Born in Havana to French holocaust survivors, she is a
naturalized citizen who did not relinquish her alien registration card.
Adela Mason is an associate with the immigration firm, Amezola Legal Group, APC in San Diego, CA. Her practice
covers a broad spectrum of immigration matters, with an emphasis on representing clients in removal proceedings before
immigration courts and family based immigration cases before USCIS. Ms. Mason earned her Bachelor of Arts from the
University of California at Santa Barbara, where she double majored in Global Studies and Spanish Literature and her
Juris Doctor Degree from California Western School of Law in San Diego, CA. During law school, she clerked for the
Organization for American States, Department of International Law and at the World Organization for Human Rights,
USA, with the Refugee Program. Following law school, Ms. Mason worked as an immigration staff attorney with private
firms in Los Angeles and San Diego and then joined the non-profit, Casa Cornelia Law Center. She served as the director
of the Pro Bono Program and then as the director of the Asylum Program at Casa Cornelia. In this capacity, she had the
opportunity to train a number of attorneys on representing indigent immigrant victims of human rights abuses. She is a
native San Diegan who grew up spending summers in Michoacan, Mexico where her family is from. She is a fluent
Spanish speaker who is admitted to the California State Bar.
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Kathrin S. Mautino practices immigration law in San Diego, California. She is a certified specialist in immigration and
nationality law by the California State Bar, one of fewer than 200 attorneys presently certified. She regularly speaks and
writes on immigration-related topics, including U.S. citizenship laws to various local, regional, and national groups like
AILA. Ms. Mautino has always been fascinated by the illogic of U.S. citizenship laws, and can tell you why Winston
Churchill was really a U.S. citizen, not just an honorary one.
Kelly McCown is a partner and co-founder of McCown & Evans LLP in San Francisco, and one of fewer than 200
attorneys certified as a specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal
Specialization. Ms. McCown has been practicing immigration law since 1994, and has received the highest possible peer
review rating (“AV Preeminent”) for her legal ability. Her legal practice focuses on business immigration for large and
small corporate clients in the technology, engineering, clean tech, and professional services industries. She is a frequent
speaker on business immigration topics, and has been active in AILA on both the national and chapter level. Ms. McCown
has been honored every year since 2004 as a “Super Lawyer” by Law & Politics Magazine, and has been twice named one
of the “Top 50 Female Super Lawyers in Northern California” across all legal specialties. She is a former chair of the
AILA Northern California chapter and past member of the American Immigration Council Board of Trustees. She
currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Bank of San Francisco and the National Center for Lesbian Rights. Ms.
McCown received her B.A. in International Relations from Stanford University and her J.D. from Boalt Hall School of
Law at U.C. Berkeley.
Elissa McGovern is chief of policy, Office of the CIS Ombudsman, Department of Homeland Security in Washington,
D.C. Previously, Ms. McGovern was the chief of the Policy Division for the Department of Labor’s Office of Foreign
Labor Certification. She was formerly of counsel to Greenberg Traurig LLP. Ms. McGovern is the former associate
director of Liaison for AILA and a past chair of the AILA D.C. Chapter. She received her J.D. from NYU School of Law
and her undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, from Manhattanville College.
Ginger McGuire practices in Englewood, Colorado, and is the owner of McGuire Law. She is a graduate of William
Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota. Ms. McGuire's practice focuses primarily on family based immigration
issues, removal defense, and appeals to the AAO and BIA. Ms. McGuire has practiced immigration law exclusively since
2002. Ms. McGuire is a frequent speaker at regional and national AILA conferences and is involved in liaison and
committee representation for both the local Colorado chapter and national AILA. She has also served AILA in member
voted leadership roles in the Colorado Executive Committee and the New Member's Division.
Jeremy McKinney is a NC Board Certified Immigration Law Specialist with offices in Greensboro, Wilmington, and
Hendersonville, NC. He is the current vice chair of AILA's EOIR Liaison Committee and a past chair of AILA's ICE
Liaison Committee, Membership Committee, and the Carolinas Chapter. He has also served as an adjunct professor at
Elon University School of Law and a member of the NC State Bar's Specialization Committee. Mr. McKinney graduated
from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1993 and later received his J.D. from Campbell University Law School in
1996. He is a former captain and judge advocate in the NC Army National Guard, and served in the Middle East in
connection with the Iraq War in 2003.
Mira Mdivani serves as immigration law counsel to U.S. and multi-national corporations, providing advice,
representation, immigration compliance audits and training. Ms. Mdivani represents employers in IT, engineering, food
processing, construction, manufacturing, healthcare, insurance and banking industries, working closely with executives,
in-house counsel and HR professionals to ensure corporate immigration compliance and availability of visas for
international personnel. Ms. Mdivani has served as president of the Missouri Bar Association's Immigration Law
Committee and chair of the Kansas Bar Association's Immigration Law Section. She has written books and articles on
corporate immigration law, and has spoken on business immigration issues before attorneys and business leaders across
the United States.
Sharon Mehlman is a partner with Mehlman Barnes LLP, an employment-based immigration firm in San Diego, CA.
She has been an active AILA member for several years at the local and national levels. She is the former chair of AILA's
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USCIS Benefits, SCOPS, CSC, and Annual Conference committees and a former chapter chair of the AILA San Diego
Chapter. She is a frequent speaker and writer on immigration matters, especially in the areas of PERM and worksite
enforcement.
Cyrus D. Mehta is the managing partner of Cyrus D. Mehta & Partners PLLC in New York City, www.cyrusmehta.com.
He represents corporations and individuals from around the world in a variety of immigration matters, including business,
employment, entrepreneur, and investor immigration. Based on over 20 years of experience in immigration law, he is able
to comprehend all kinds of problems and provide effective, ethical, and strategic solutions to his clients. He is an adjunct
professor of law at Brooklyn Law School, where he teaches a course, Immigration and Work. Mr. Mehta is chair of
AILA’s Ethics Committee (2013-2016) and former chair of AILA’s Pro Bono Committee. He is a frequent speaker at the
most prestigious conference on immigration law and is also the author of several influential articles on immigration
topics, including ethics. Mr. Mehta serves as special counsel on immigration matters to the Departmental Disciplinary
Committee, Appellate Division, First Department, New York. He also serves on the Board of Directors of Volunteers of
Legal Services, Inc. Mr. Mehta is the recipient of AILA’s Joseph Minsky Young Lawyers Award for outstanding
contributions in the immigration field (1997) as well as AILA’s Michael Maggio Memorial Award for outstanding efforts
in providing pro bono representation in the immigration field (2011). Mr. Mehta is a former chair of the Board of Trustees
of the American Immigration Council (2004-2006), chair of the Committee on Immigration and Nationality Law (20002003) of the New York City Bar Association, and secretary of the same Association (2003-2007). He is also a member of
the Alliance of Business Immigration Lawyers, www.abil.com. Mr. Mehta graduated with a B.A. degree from St. Xavier's
College, Bombay University, and subsequently obtained law degrees from Cambridge University, England (B.A. and
M.A. in Law), and Columbia Law School, New York (LL.M.). In his spare time, Mr. Mehta plays the violin.
Radlyn Mendoza is a member of AILA’s DC Chapter (since 1998) and has served as USCIS liaison in Norfolk, VA. She
is currently on the Brown Bag Lunch Speaker Committee. She volunteers to coordinate Citizenship Day yearly in
Hampton Roads, VA and is proud that her site had the second most number of applicants in 2015. Ms. Mendoza was
voted one of VA Business Magazine’s Legal Elite in immigration law and frequently gives presentations to other
attorneys and the community on immigration law issues. She started her immigration practice, Gardner & Mendoza, with
her husband in the year 2000. They live in Virginia Beach with their three daughters.
Blake Miller is an associate at Fragomen’s Irvine office, where he works with clients across a range of industries that
includes electrical engineering, software engineering, construction procurement, manufacturing, entertainment, athletics
and the arts. Mr. Miller is the acting treasurer and former secretary of AILA’s Southern California Chapter.
Nancy E. Miller is managing partner of Reeves Miller Zhang & Diza, a full-service immigration law firm with offices in
Pasadena, San Francisco, Las Vegas, and Manila. She heads the Deportation Defense and Federal Litigation Departments.
She is certified by the California State Bar as a specialist in immigration and nationality law. She has consistently been
named as a Super Lawyer by her peers. During the 30+ years that Ms. Miller has been an attorney, she has successfully
represented hundreds of clients in political asylum, withholding of deportation, suspension of deportation, cancellation of
removal, and criminal and fraud waiver cases before EOIR and the United States courts of appeals. In addition, she has
pursued the rights of non-citizens through declaratory relief and mandamus actions in U.S. district and appellate courts.
She has also defended clients in state and federal criminal proceedings as well as pursued post-conviction relief, such as
petitions for habeas corpus and writs of coram nobis, for non-citizens convicted of crimes. She was admitted to the
California State Bar in 1985. She is also admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Central, Southern,
Northern, and Eastern Districts of California, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth, Sixth, Fifth, and Second Circuits,
and the U.S. Supreme Court. For many years, she was the Southern California AILA Chapter liaison to the Executive
Office for Immigration Review. Having been elected to the Executive Board, she is now secretary of AILA’s Southern
California Chapter.
Jason Mills is board certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and
practices in Fort Worth, Texas. His office specializes in all areas of immigration and nationality law, including removal
defense, nonimmigrant visas, business immigration, consular processing, and federal court practice. He attended Texas
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Wesleyan University School of Law and Cambridge Law School in England. He received his undergraduate degree from
Texas A&M University. He is a former editor of the Texas Wesleyan Law Review, past president of the Texas Wesleyan
School of Law Alumni Board, president elect of the Texas Aggie Bar Association, incoming chair of AILA’s Texas
chapter, and past chair of the NBC liaison committee for AILA.
Nora E. Milner, senior partner (nora@milner-markee.com), received her Juris Doctor degree from the University of
Denver, College of Law in 1976. After serving in the Navy’s Judge Advocate General Corps, she entered private practice
in 1980. In 1986, Ms. Milner focused her practice on immigration and nationality law in San Diego, California and has
been a practicing San Diego immigration lawyer for over 20 years. In 1992, she became licensed in the Republic of
Poland, and opened offices in Warsaw, Poland and Palm Desert, California. She is an active member, lecturer, board
member and past Chapter chair of AILA, and has served as a professor at two, local law schools. She became certified by
the California State Bar as a specialist in immigration and nationality law, an honor reserved for only the best
immigration practitioners. She received her Masters of Law (LL.M.) degree in Space Law from Northwestern California
University School of Law in 2001, and another LL.M. in Federal Trial Advocacy from California Western School of Law
in 2005. A native of the Panama Canal Zone, Ms. Milner speaks fluent Spanish. She is licensed in the states of California,
Colorado, and Iowa, and is admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court. Ms. Milner is also an eight-time
recipient of the San Diego Super Lawyers designation for immigration law for the years, 2008-2016.
Jennifer Minear is a director in the Immigration Practice Group of McCandlish Holton, PC in Richmond, Virginia,
where her business immigration practice focuses mainly on the healthcare sector. She is listed in the International Who’s
Who of Corporate Immigration Attorneys and was named as an “Influential Woman of Virginia” by Virginia Lawyers
Media in 2014. Ms. Minear is the AILA national secretary, is past chair of AILA’s Healthcare/Physician Committee, and
a recipient of the Susan Quarles AILA Service Excellence Award. She is a cum laude graduate of Cornell Law School.
Kevin Miner is a partner in the Atlanta office of Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP and works with employers
throughout the U.S. on business immigration processes. He has worked closely with the U.S. House and Senate Judiciary
Committees to draft key provisions of immigration legislation. He is an elected director on AILA’s Board of Governors,
and serves as co-chair of AILA’s Liaison Committee with the U.S. Department of Labor. Mr. Miner speaks regularly
around the country on topics relating to high-skilled immigration.
Donald Mooers is founder of Mooers Immigration in Silver Spring, MD. Mooers Immigration focuses on employment
and family immigration and naturalization. Mr. Mooers is an adjunct professor of immigration law at Catholic
University’s Columbus School of Law, hosts a local TV program, and is an active member of AILA. A Fulbright Scholar,
RPCV, and former Democratic nominee for Congress, he worked on Capitol Hill and served in the Clinton
Administration. Prior to founding his firm, Mr. Mooers spent nearly two decades working in the fields of international
development and diplomacy throughout Africa, Central and Eastern Europe, Asia, and the Caribbean.
Avram E. Morell practices immigration law at the New York City offices of Pryor Cashman LLP. He serves on AILA’s
national Verification Committee as well as the Liaison Committees to the New York District of USCIS and U.S. Customs
and Border Protection. Mr. Morell lectures on immigration law to professional associations, educational institutes, and
private businesses. His articles have been published in state-wide, national, and international publications. For several
years, he has been ranked as a leading immigration lawyer by Chambers, The Legal 500, Super Lawyers, and other
attorney rating organizations.
David M. Morris, Esq. is co-chair of AILA’s EB-5 Investor Visa Committee (2014-15). A lawyer at Visa Law Group
PLLC in Washington, Mr. Morris has practiced in the EB-5 visa program since 1996, giving him pre- and post-Izumi
experience. He has served as a conference organizer, discussion leader, or speaker at every AILA national EB5
Conference. He is widely published in the EB-5 industry and is a senior editor of AILA’s leading EB-5 book, Immigration
Options for Investors & Entrepreneurs (3rd Ed.) released in August 2014. Mr. Morris has also been twice recognized as a
“Top 25” lawyer by EB5 Investors Magazine. He can be reached at Morris@VisaLawGroup.com.
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Thomas E. Moseley practices immigration law in Newark, New Jersey, concentrating on federal court litigation and
removal defense. He received his A.B. from Harvard College and his J.D. from Harvard Law School. Previously, he
served as chief of the Immigration Unit in the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York. He
is a past chair of the Immigration Section of the Federal Bar Association and has lectured on immigration before the
Federal Bar Association, the Practising Law Institute, and AILA.
KiKi Mosley is a solo practitioner and concentrates her practice on asylum (affirmative and defensive), family-based
immigration issues, and removal defense. Ms. Mosley serves as an Asylum Office Liaison co-chair for the Chicago
chapter of AILA. Ms. Mosley is a member of AILA, the Chicago Bar Association, Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA),
and the Louisiana State Bar Association. In December 2014, she was named as a Diversity Leadership Fellow by the
ISBA for the 2014-2016 term. Ms. Mosley is a graduate of the Chicago-Kent College of Law with certificates in
International and Comparative Law and Public Interest Law.
Laura Murray-Tjan received her A.B., summa cum laude, from Harvard College and her J.D. from Yale Law School,
where she was a senior editor on the Yale Law Journal and an articles editor for the Yale Journal of International Law.
From 1999-2000, she served as a law clerk to the Honorable Sonia Sotomayor on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit. Ms. Murray-Tjan has focused on immigration law since 2001, with particular emphasis on refugee and
asylum law, the immigration consequences of criminal convictions, appellate litigation, and more recently, immigrant
civil rights. She has practiced at non-profits, taught at Boston College Law School for several years, and founded the
Federal Immigration Appeals Project in February 2015.
Robert G. Nadalin is certified by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization as a specialist in the field of
immigration and nationality law. He received his J.D. from South Texas College of Law in 1998 and his B.A. in Japanese
from Ohio State University in 1993. Mr. Nadalin previously served as the AILA (AILA) San Diego Chapter President, a
National Board of Governors member, and a National Committee Member of the AILA USCIS California Service Center
Liaison Committee. He is a member of California and Texas State Bars.
Mac Nayeri understands immigration needs first hand. He was raised in London, England and immigrated to America as
a teenager. With a dual degree in political science and history, Mr. Nayeri is familiar with the interplay between the
nation's immigration laws, history, politics and the individual case, and where appropriate, brings an interdisciplinary
approach to the practice of law. Mr. Nayeri earned his law degree from Southwestern University Law School in Los
Angeles, California and is licensed to practice in Arizona and all immigration courts. Mr. Nayeri concentrates his practice
on immigration matters and aggressively represents clients. He also practices "for the public good" or pro bono and has an
on-going relationship with a number of Arizona and California non-profit organizations for whom he will represent
individuals on a no fee basis. Additionally, since the June 15, 2012 announcement of the Secretary’s Directive entitled,
“Exercising Prosecutorial Discretion with Respect Individuals Who Came to the United States as Children,” (DACA)
attorney Mr. Nayeri is pro bono counsel to several dozen DACA applicants.
John Nechman is a partner in the Houston law office of Katine and Nechman L.L.P., where he focuses on immigration,
criminal, and international law. Born in Korea, he received a bachelor of arts in business from the University of Texas at
Austin in 1983, an associate’s degree in Spanish literature from the Universidad Autónoma de México in Mexico City in
1984, and a doctor of jurisprudence from South Texas College of Law in Houston, Texas in 1995. He has traveled to over
100 countries, is fluent in Spanish, and conversant in four other languages. He has taught writing classes at Houston
Community College for 10 years, and since 2001, has been an adjunct professor at South Texas College of Law and the
University of Houston Law Center, where he teaches “HIV and the Law” and “Sexual Orientation/Gender Identification
and the Law.” He is a past chair/president of several legal and human rights organizations on national, state, and local
levels. In addition, he is a frequent speaker on immigration, business, human rights, criminal, international, and
GLBT/HIV-related legal issues. Twice, he was named a “Super Lawyer Rising Star” attorney by Texas Monthly
Magazine and received the 2004 Stonewall Law Award for Excellence in Advocacy, the Human Rights Campaign’s 2005
Political Equality Award, the 2007 Texas State Bar’s Judge Norman Black Award, the 2007 Outsmart Magazine Statue of
Liberty Award, and the 2010 Houston LGBT Political Caucus’s Judge Jon Paul Barnich Award. Mr. Nechman was named
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Male Grand Marshal of the 2013 Houston LGBT Pride Celebration (the sixth largest LGBT Pride Parade in the world and
the second largest annual parade in Houston). His firm has won numerous awards, too, including being honored by AIDS
Foundation Houston on Worlds AIDS Day, 2012 for its work on behalf of those with HIV/AIDS. Since 1996, he has lived
in Houston nearly his entire life and with his husband.
Dorian Meyer Needham works to expand and enhance the organization's asylum project for LGBT and HIV-positive
immigrants as the co-manager of Immigration Equality’s Pro Bono Program. He also represents clients in immigration
proceedings at all levels. His experience with Immigration Equality’s asylum project began during his tenure at Ropes &
Gray LLP’s New York office, where he devoted his pro bono hours to direct representation of asylum-seekers referred by
the organization. This work built upon his experience as a fellow in the Protection Unit of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees Representation in Japan. Mr. Needham obtained his B.A. from Princeton University, as well
as dual common- and civil-law degrees from McGill University, where he served as an editor of the McGill Law Journal,
executive editor of the McGill Journal of Law and Health, and general coordinator of the law faculty’s Human Rights
Working Group.
Douglas D. Nelson graduated from the University of San Diego in 1994 and served as a EOIR judicial law clerk. He has
been in private practice for 21 years concentrating, on asylum, family immigration, and removal proceedings. He has
served in many liaison positions for the San Diego AILA Chapter since 2001. As a lecturer and instructor, he has taught
classes regarding aggravated felonies, the exercise of discretion, trafficking under Ninth Circuit law, and numerous other
topics. His precedent decisions refined the definition of sexual orientation as a PSG, the reasonableness of internal
relocation, the proper balance of discretionary factors in the asylum context, and whether the reluctance to disclose a
sexual assault is a bellwether of credibility.
Nicole H. Nelson is a partner of Nelson Smith LLP in Portland, Oregon. She has been practicing immigration law for
more than 18 years. Ms. Nelson represents individuals and employers in all areas of immigration law, including family
and business-based immigration and federal court litigation. Her practice also includes asylum, U visas, citizenship, and
deportation defense. She also advises criminal defense attorneys about the immigration consequences of criminal
convictions.
Carrie Nguyen was born in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam and immigrated to Dallas, Texas when she was 10 years old. Ms.
Nguyen graduated from the University of Texas at Austin and earned her J.D. at Texas Tech University School of Law.
She is the founder and managing attorney of the Law Office of Carrie Nguyen, PLLC in Dallas, Texas and of counsel to
the firm Morales & O’Connor in Austin, Texas. Her practice focuses on family-based and removal defense immigration.
Prior to private practice, Ms. Nguyen worked for the National Veterans Legal Services Program and the Department of
Justice, Civil Rights Division in Washington, DC She is proud to currently serve as an AILA committee member of the
Military Assistance Program and a volunteer attorney for Justice for Our Neighbors DFW chapter, a national non-profit
promoting immigrants' rights and immigration reform.
Victor D. Nieblas Pradis, AILA President 2015-2016, practices immigration law in Southern California. He is a graduate
of the University of California, San Diego and Loyola Law School. His areas of practice include: family immigration,
deportation defense, federal court litigation, and appellate work. Mr. Nieblas Pradis has had various cases published in the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He is also an adjunct professor of law at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles,
teaching immigration law. Mr. Nieblas Pradis served on the AILA Board of Governors for eight years and is a past chair
of the AILA Southern California Chapter. He also has served as the chair for the immigration law section for the Hispanic
National Bar Association. He is a past trustee for the Mexican American Bar Association (MABA) and past chair of the
MABA immigration subcommittee. Mr. Nieblas Pradis has presented numerous lectures and programs for AILA, MABA,
the Los Angeles Country Bar Association, and the California State Bar. He hosted the weekly Spanish television program
Inmigración 411, discussing immigration law on HITN. In addition, Mr. Nieblas Pradis is a legal commentator for several
local news broadcasts in Los Angeles, including MundoFox KWHY Noticias 22 and Univision’s Primera Edición. He is
listed with The Best Lawyers in America and Southern California for immigration and nationality law.
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Andrew Nietor practices immigration law and criminal defense in San Diego, CA. After graduating from the George
Washington University Law School, Mr. Nietor worked at Federal Defenders of San Diego as a trial attorney. In 2004, he
founded his own firm with a focus on litigation, mainly in immigration proceedings and federal court. He also represents
immigrants with competency issues in removal proceedings through EOIR’s National Qualified Representative Program.
Mr. Nietor is chair of AILA’s Message Center Moderators Committee, vice chair of AILA-San Diego, and chair of the
Chapter’s Criminal Defense Committee.
Zachary M. Nightingale practices immigration law in San Francisco, California. A partner at Van Der Hout, Brigagliano
& Nightingale, LLP, his immigration practice for the last 20 years has focused on deportation defense and litigation in
immigration and federal courts. He received his J.D. and M.S. in mathematics from Stanford and A.B. from U.C.
Berkeley. He is certified by the California State Bar as an expert in immigration law. Mr. Nightingale was honored with
AILA’s 2003 Jack Wasserman Memorial Award for excellence in litigation, and was the 2014 NIP/NLG member honoree
for outstanding contributions to the cause of immigrant justice.
Claire D. Nilson is based in London, England. Ms. Nilson is licensed as a lawyer in three jurisdictions: New York;
England & Wales; and Trinidad & Tobago. Following a number of years practicing in New York, she was a solo
practitioner in Trinidad before relocating to the United Kingdom in 2011. Ms. Nilson is a member of the Law Society of
England & Wales and the Law Association of Trinidad & Tobago. She is also an AILA member serving currently on
several committees, including as co-chair of AILA’s Global Migration Section.
Deborah J. Notkin is a partner in the firm of Barst Mukamal & Kleiner LLP and maintains a large business immigration
and nationality practice. She is a past president of AILA (2005-2006), and serves on its Board of Governors. A noted
expert in business immigration, she is a frequent lecturer at the Practicing Law Institute, the New York State Bar
Association, and AILA. Human Resource Magazine has named Ms. Notkin one of the 20 most powerful business
immigration attorneys in the U.S. Ms. Notkin is listed in Best Lawyers in America, the International Who is Who of
Corporate Immigration Lawyers, and Chambers USA as recommended immigration counsel. New York Super Lawyers
has also listed her as one of the top immigration attorneys in New York. Her numerous articles on business immigration
have been cited frequently in other immigration articles.
Amy Novak founded the Novak Law office, located in Vail, Colorado where she specializes in immigration law, with an
emphasis on temporary employment visas, the H-2B visa. Ms. Novak attended the University of Michigan where she
received her Bachelors of Arts degree in Political Science. Her Juris Doctor degree was awarded from Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law in New York. Ms. Novak is a member of AILA, and is active in its Colorado chapter, where she
recently served as the DMV/SSA liaison. She has been practicing immigration law for over 11 years, and is licensed in
both New York and Colorado. She is also a member of the Colorado and the Continental Divide Bar Associations as well
as the American Bar Association.
Michael P. Nowlan is a member and Immigration Practice Group co-leader with Clark Hill PLC in Detroit. He is a 1992
graduate of Eastern Michigan University and a 1996 graduate of the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law. He is
currently a member of the AILA Business Committee. He has served as the chair of the AILA Business Committee (20112016); vice chair of the AILA Nebraska Service Center Liaison Committee (2010–2011); member of the AILA Customs
and Border Protection Liaison Committee (2009–2010); and was the Michigan AILA Chapter Chair (2007–2009). He has
lectured extensively on immigration matters and published several articles for AILA and Matthew Bender (LEXIS).
John O’Malley was born and raised in Kansas City, Missouri. He attended Saint Louis University (A.B. 1970, J.D.
1973). Mr. O’ Malley was an assistant city counselor for the City of St. Louis (1973-1975); entered private practice in the
Kansas City area (1975-1989); was appointed to Circuit Court in 1989 and served for 20 years. In 2009, he was appointed
as the first immigration judge in the Kansas City Immigration Court, and retired in January 2015. He is also retired from
U.S. Army Reserve JAG Corps as Lt. Colonel after 26 years. Mr. O’Malley spent 30 years teaching as adjunct faculty
member at various universities and junior colleges in the Kansas City area. He is married with three children and seven
grandchildren.
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Margaret O'Donnell has joyfully represented undocumented immigrants in Seattle since 1997. From 2000-2006, she was
a Fulbright Fellow teaching law in El Salvador, a program officer in USAID Colombia's legal services program, and
USAID anti-corruption program director in Bolivia. She was a staff attorney in the ABA Center for Pro Bono from 19851991. She graduated from Chicago-Kent College of Law in 1985 and developed her passion for immigrant justice
volunteering for Midwest Immigrant Rights Center. Her other passion is playwriting that includes, "Undocumented," a
recent full-length play about a family caught in the immigration and criminal justice systems.
Robin O'Donoghue has maintained a business and family immigration practice since 1997. She served on the Executive
Board of AILA’s New England Chapter from 2004-2010, as chapter chair from 2008-2009. From 2009-2013, Ms.
O’Donoghue served on AILA's Annual Conference Program committee as conference chair in 2013. She currently serves
on the VSC Liaison Committee and served previously on the Business Immigration Committee. She frequently publishes
and presents on immigration matters for AILA and other bar associations, CLE organizations, colleges and universities,
and business and community groups. Ms. O’Donoghue graduated from Boston University School of Law, cum laude, in
1991. She also holds a B.S. in Journalism and a B.A. in Psychology from Syracuse University.
Davorin J. Odrcic operates his own firm, Odrcic Law Group, LLC, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He specializes in removal
defense, post-conviction relief for noncitizens, and advising defense attorneys on pursuing immigration-safe pleas. Mr.
Odrcic wrote a book entitled, Immigration Consequences of Wisconsin Criminal Offenses (First Edition), which has been
published by the Wisconsin State Bar. He was honored by both the U.S. Department of Justice and AILA for his pro bono
representation of the victims of the mass shooting at the Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. He is a 2001 graduate of
the Notre Dame Law School.
Paul O'Dwyer successfully represents clients before the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, immigration courts, and
federal district courts, and courts of appeals. Mr. O'Dwyer also litigates other immigration matters in the immigration
courts and in federal court, including re-opening cases with prior deportation orders, applications for special immigrant
status, cancellation of removal, and waivers of inadmissibility. He frequently writes articles and speaks at seminars on
immigration law, and provides training for other immigration attorneys on a regular basis.
Brenda J. Oliver is of counsel with Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP's Washington, DC office. She is an
active member of AILA's DC Chapter, having served as a past chapter chair, as well as numerous positions on its
executive committee. She has also served on AILA national committees and spoken at numerous conferences and
webinars on both the local and national level. She is currently chair of the 2016 Annual Conference Committee. Ms.
Oliver represents a variety of clients with various business immigration needs.
Allen Orr is the founder of Orr Immigration Law Firm PC, a minority-owned law firm based in Washington, DC that
focuses on a U.S. corporate compliance as well as global corporate representation and assistance on immigration issues.
Mr. Orr previously helped to build one of the leading global immigration practices at a large global law firm, where he
developed a global network of immigration practitioners, government officials, and business leaders. Mr. Orr managed an
I-9 compliance audit for a Fortune 10 company which involved review and analysis of all immigration records relating to
its 250,000 employees. He has met with the Office of Management and Budget regarding the implementation of proposed
immigration laws such as the current U.S. labor certification system. Mr. Orr is the recipient of the 2009 Joseph Minsky
Young Lawyer Award for contributions made in the immigration law field and specifically for his work with AILA’s
Young Lawyers Division. He is listed in The International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers and The
International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers. He is the Immigration Section chair for the National Bar Association and
a member of AILA’s Board of Directors. Mr. Orr is a frequent speaker on U.S. and global emerging business immigration
issues. He is a senior editor of the Immigration and Nationality Law Handbook and an associate editor of AILA’s Global
Immigration Guide: A Country-by-Country Survey, April 2005. Mr. Orr received a B.A. in Philosophy from Morehouse
College and a J.D. from Howard University’s School of Law. He is an active member of the DC, Virginia, and National
Bar Associations.
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Gayle Oshrin is counsel with Wormser, Kiely, Galef & Jacobs LLP in New York City. She was formerly a senior
diplomatic legal advisor for the New York City Commission for the United Nations, Consular Corps, and Protocol. She
currently serves as a director on the AILA Board of Governors and has long been active in the association on both
national and state levels. Ms. Oshrin lectures nationally on the subject of immigration law.
B. John Ovink recently joined the Tampa, FL based law firm, ManeyGordon, as of counsel, but he is no longer accepting
new clients. For the past 23 years, Mr. Ovink was a solo practitioner with offices in Tampa and Dade City, Florida. He
concentrated on family immigration, mostly 212(a)(9) waivers, and domestic violence cases. He has served as an AILA
mentor in all areas of family immigration. During the past 15 years, he has been a regular speaker on inadmissibility and
removability issues, relief under the Violence Against Women Act, and how to obtain waivers. He has published
numerous articles in these areas. Mr. Ovink has actively served on many chapter and national AILA committees,
including the VAWA, NBC, and Annual Convention planning committees. He is former chair of the Central Florida
Chapter of AILA and received his Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Utrecht Teacher Training College
in his native Netherlands. He graduated, cum laude, from the University of Miami in 1994 and was admitted to the Florida
bar that same year. Extensive traveling to over 85 countries, across all continents, has provided Mr. Ovink with the
opportunity to study a wide variety of cultures and languages, experience that he often draws upon in his immigration law
practice. He speaks fluent Afrikaans, Dutch, English, French, and German, with a good working knowledge of Spanish.
Farshad Owji is a member of the AILA National CBP Liaison Committee. He leads a full service boutique immigration
firm in San Francisco, California. Upon graduation from law school in 1994, he accepted internship and soon after a
position at the UNHCR Branch Office in Ankara. He also held a position as senior international associate at Deloitte. In
2002, he opened his immigration practice in San Francisco’s Financial District. His areas of expertise are business
litigation and consular processing of family based and employment based IV/NIVs. Mr. Owji is a current member of the
Florida, Minnesota, and District of Columbia bars as well as the Istanbul bar association in Turkey. He is also admitted to
practice before the Federal Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the Federal Court for the Middle District of
Florida. He was the past AILA Northern California Chapter chair, Asylum and CBP liaison. He is currently serving as an
elected member of the AILA Board of Governors.
Elliott Ozment has focused his practice in immigration law since 1998. He has been a member of AILA, American Bar
Association, Tennessee Bar Association, Nashville Bar Association, and the National Immigration Project. He has been a
key player in numerous nationally-prominent cases, including Juana Villegas (mother shackled during child birth) and
Daniel Renteria, which ultimately led to the shutdown of the notorious 287(g) Program in Metro Nashville. Mr. Ozment
was recognized as 2012 Lawyer of the Year by the National Immigration Project, received the Tennessee Bar
Association’s Harris A. Gilbert Award, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Tennessee Human Rights
Commission. He co-authored, Motions to Suppress: Protecting the Constitutional Rights of Immigrants in Removal
Proceedings, 3rd Edition (ILRC, 2016). He also served as a representative in the Tennessee House of Representatives and
was a political analyst for local and state political affairs for Channel 2 ABC News in Nashville.
Reginald (Reggie) Pacis is a shareholder practicing in Butzel Long's Detroit office. He graduated from the Detroit
College of Law at Michigan State University in 1996 and obtained his B.A. from James Madison College at Michigan
State University in 1992. Mr. Pacis concentrates his practice on immigration law. As a member of AILA, he served as a
chairperson of the Michigan AILA Chapter from 2003-2005. He was vice chair (2009) and later chair (2010) of the CBP
liaison committee and vice chair of the USCIS Field Operations Committee. He recently served on AILA’s Distance
Learning Committee and the Service Center Operations Nebraska Service Center Liaison Committee. He was a presenter
at the 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2014, and 2015 AILA National Conferences. He is currently on AILA’s USCIS
National Benefits Center Liaison Committee.
James Pack is a partner in Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP's Irvine, California office. He is a California
State Bar certified specialist in immigration & nationality law, and a former chair of AILA’s Southern California Chapter.
He currently serves as chair of the AILA California Service Center Liaison Committee.
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Annaluisa Padilla practices complex family immigration and removal defense. She is also a seasoned family law
practitioner in La Habra, CA. A native of Guatemala, she immigrated to the United States with her family. She obtained
her undergraduate degree from the University of California, Los Angeles, and her Juris Doctorate from Whittier Law
School. She is a past AILA Southern California Chapter chair, and has served on various national AILA liaison and issue
committees. She is also a past chair of the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s (LACBA) Immigration Section, and
served two terms as treasurer of the Mexican American Bar Association Board, where she sat on the Board of Trustees for
five years prior to her election as treasurer. She currently serves as a trustee on LACBA’s Board of Trustees. Ms. Padilla
frequently presents locally and throughout the U.S. on immigration law and its complex interplay with family law. She
has also presented on the legal implications of DACA, humanitarian forms of relief such as Asylum and VAWA, and
strategies for successfully educating the family bar on SIJS. She has made community service a priority and frequently
volunteers her legal services to indigent clients on a pro bono basis. She actively participates in “Know Your Rights”
forums for immigrants and others. Ms. Padilla has also volunteered with the Central American Resource Center, the
Domestic Violence Project, the HIV & AIDS Legal Services Alliance, and the Immigration Legal Assistance Project. She
also is a recurring pro bono attorney for Kids In Need of Defense, and currently sits on their family law expert panel on
“one-parent” SIJS. She has been named “Super Lawyer” six years in a row: 2011–2016. Ms. Padilla is a regular legal
commentator on the Spanish newscast, Primera Edición, for Univision, and a frequent blogger on immigration and family
law issues.
Joel H. Paget is the senior member of the Immigration Group at Ryan, Swanson & Cleveland, PLLC in Seattle. He has
over 30 years of immigration experience, with an emphasis on business and tax issues. Mr. Paget is an active member of
AILA, currently serving on the DOS-AILA Liaison Committee and as chair of the AILA-WA USCBP Liaison
Committee. He is an emeritus trustee of Seattle Pacific University. He was an adjunct professor of business law for 10
years at SPU, chairman of the Taxation Section, and a bar examiner for the Washington State Bar Association. Mr. Paget
continues to be recognized as one of The Best Lawyers in America (1991-2015).
Sarah Paoletti is a practice professor of law at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where she founded and
directs the Transnational Legal Clinic. She is co-chair of the Bringing Human Rights Home Lawyers Network InterAmerican Working Group. Her scholarship focuses on the intersection of human rights, migration, and labor law. She
clerked for the Honorable Anthony J. Scirica in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, and received her J.D.
from American University Washington College of Law.
Angelo A. Paparelli, a partner in the 800-lawyer firm Seyfarth Shaw LLP, practices immigration law in Los Angeles and
New York. His practice covers the full range of immigration law issues with special emphasis in employment-based
immigration (particularly the EB-5, E-2, H-1B, L-1 visa categories), immigration worksite compliance, defense of
employers in government investigations, and the immigration consequences of mergers, acquisitions, and other forms of
corporate restructuring. Mr. Paparelli is the founder and a past president of the Alliance of Business Immigration
Lawyers, a 40-member worldwide alliance of leading immigration firms. With an immigration career spanning more than
35 years, he has substantial experience in helping businesses and families obtain immigration benefits as well as advising
and defending employers and individuals in U.S. immigration compliance and enforcement actions. Certified as an
immigration and nationality law specialist by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization, Mr. Paparelli has
been rated three times as the World’s Leading Corporate Immigration Lawyer in annual peer rankings of the International
Who’s Who of Corporate Lawyers, and as a Star Individual in Immigration Law, the highest rating, by Chambers and
Partners in several annual rankings. A 2010 recipient of the Edith Lowenstein Award for advancing the practice of
immigration law, he also blogs on solutions to America's dysfunctional immigration system at
www.nationofimmigrators.com. Mr. Paparelli served as the lead editor of Forming and Operating an EB-5 Regional
Center: A Guide for Developers and Business Innovators (ILW, May 2014); editor with Matt Gordon and L. Batya
Schwartz Ehrens, The EB-5 Book 2014-2015 Edition (ILW, April, 2015); and editor with L. Batya Schwartz Ehrens, and
Dan Siciliano, The Immigration Compliance Book, (ILW, June, 2009). He can be reached at apaparelli@seyfarth.com.
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Daniel Parisi is a partner at Tocci, Goss, Lee, Shipley & Parisi in London. Mr. Parisi has practiced immigration law since
2003, and has handled a wide range of immigration issues. His practice has a particular focus on consular processing and
waivers of ineligibility. He has spoken on issues of consular practice at national and international AILA conferences as
well as for other international organizations. He has also authored numerous publications on this topic. He was the
Communications Committee chair of AILA’s Rome District Chapter for five years, and he also served as the editor of its
newsletter. He is also an active member of AILA’s Global Migration Section, for which he spearheaded its Global
Country Profile Project. Mr. Parisi is currently the vice-chair of AILA’s national Department of State Liaison Committee
as well as a member of its LGBT Working Group. He is a graduate of West Virginia University (1998) with a B.A. in
International Relations and Foreign Languages; however, he spent the majority of his undergraduate years in Europe
where he became fluent in Spanish and French. Mr. Parisi received his Juris Doctor from New York Law (2003) and is
admitted to the New York Bar.
Sonia Parras Konrad is co‐executive director of ASISTA Immigrant Assistance for immigrant survivors, a nationwide
program that provides immigration technical assistance to front line advocates and attorneys, and she is also in private
practice at the Law Offices of Sonia Parras PLLC. Ms. Konrad is an activist, attorney, and educator on gender violence
issues as well as legal remedies for immigrant survivors. She is a national and international speaker on women’s rights,
working in Peru, Guatemala, Mexico, Costa Rica, and all over the USA. In 2009, she was awarded Michael Maggio
Memorial Pro Bono Award for her work on Postville. Ms. Konrad is licensed to practice law in Spain, Iowa, and in
federal court.
Helen Parsonage is certified as a specialist in immigration law by the North Carolina State Bar’s Board of Legal
Specialization. She has litigated cases in the immigration courts and the BIA as well as the Fourth Circuit Court of
Appeals. In addition, she is the only attorney in North Carolina also certified in state and federal criminal defense. In
addition to teaching an immigration practicum course as an adjunct professor at Wake Forest University School of Law,
she has lectured extensively on the intersection of criminal and immigration law, including to the North Carolina Bar
Association and numerous local, criminal defense attorneys associations. She has been an invited faculty member at the
AILA National and Fundamentals conferences as well as at the Federal Bar Association, Immigration Law Section's
annual conference. She currently serves as the EOIR liaison for the AILA Carolinas Chapter.
Pamela Partenheimer Mick is the owner and managing principal of Partenheimer Mick Immigration Law LLC in
Chicago. Ms. Partenheimer Mick has been practicing business immigration for more than 18 years. She concentrates her
expertise in employment-based temporary visas, employment-based permanent visas, and immigration related
compliance. Ms. Partenheimer Mick is an active member of AILA and enjoys writing and lecturing nationally regarding
immigration law. She currently serves as chair of AILA’s U.S. Department of Labor Liaison Committee.
Ryan Patterson is an experienced immigration attorney, and co-founder of Majid & Patterson, PLLC, an immigration
firm dedicated to meeting the immigration needs of individual and corporate clients. His practice focuses on family and
employment-based immigration matters including consular issues, naturalization, seeking immigration benefits for victims
of crime, deportation and removal defense and deferred action. He served as the assistant director of Immigration Legal
Services for Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese (Catholic Charities) of Oklahoma City. During the 2014
Unaccompanied Minors border crisis, he helped to assist over 600 children navigate their immigration options. He worked
directly with the children at Ft. Sill Army Base by conducting intake interviews and providing “Know Your Rights”
presentations. Prior to Catholic Charities, he worked as an attorney serving clients in the oil and gas industry. In addition
to being a member of AILA, Mr. Patterson is active in the Oklahoma Bar Association’s Human Trafficking Task Force
and the Diversity Committee. He also volunteers at the Dream Act Oklahoma legal immigration clinics to help
undocumented youth obtain DACA and educate them about their immigration rights. He speaks regularly on issues facing
immigrants and conducts continuing legal education presentations for other attorneys. He was recently featured as the
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. affiliate of the month for his outstanding dedication and commitment in service
of vulnerable immigrant populations throughout Oklahoma. Mr. Patterson obtained his B.A. in journalism and his Juris
Doctorate from the University of Oklahoma. While in law school, he participated in the International Human Rights
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Clinic and travelled to Uganda to research and assess human rights conditions of indigenous peoples. The research results
were submitted to United Nations Human Rights Council and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
quoted several of the findings and recommendations as part of the Universal Periodic Review. He also presented his
findings at the 2011 Seeds of Sovereignty Symposium in Oklahoma City. Mr. Patterson and his partner, Roberto, live in
Oklahoma City with their two rescue dogs, Mrs. Beasley and Mina. He is fluent in Spanish, has lived in Argentina, and
loves to travel abroad.
Stephen Pattison is the owner of the Law Offices of Stephen Pattison, LLC in Darnestown, Maryland and represents
clients in complex business immigration and consular processing cases. He is a graduate of Southern Methodist University
and the University of Texas Law School. Mr. Pattison spent 28 years with the Department of State as a consular officer
and manager. He also worked in London for Magrath LLP and in Washington DC for Maggio and Kattar before opening
his own office in 2014. He is past president of the Rome District Chapter and serves on AILA’s Global Migration Steering
Committee and DOS Liaison Committee.
Robert Pauw is a partner in the Seattle law firm of Gibbs Houston Pauw. He has practiced immigration law since 1987,
specializing in immigration-related litigation. He has taught immigration law at Seattle University and the University of
Washington for many years, and is one of the founding members of the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project in Seattle.
Mr. Pauw is author of Litigating Immigration Cases in Federal Court (2013); “Plenary Power: An Outmoded Doctrine,”
51 Emory L.Jl. 1095 (2002); and “A New Look at Deportation as Punishment: Why at Least Some of the Constitution’s
Criminal Procedure Protections Must Apply,” 52 Admin. L. Rev. (2000).
Amy L. Peck is a principal and co-leader of the immigration practice group of Jackson Lewis, P.C. Ms. Peck is an elected
member of the AILA Board of Governors (2008-present) and a trustee of the American Immigration Council. Ms. Peck is
a member of the AILA National Verification Committee, and is past Chair of the EOIR and ICE AILA national
committees. She is a Great Plains Super Lawyer, American Lawyer Best Lawyer, Martindale-Hubbell Preeminent Woman
Lawyer, The Legal 500 U.S., and Best Lawyers’ Omaha Immigration Law Lawyer of the Year.
Eleanor Pelta is an AILA past president. A partner in the labor and employment law practice of Morgan Lewis &
Bockius, she co-manages the firm’s global immigration practice, with practice groups in San Francisco, Washington, DC,
Boston, and London. The practice focuses on assisting corporate clients in the management of large-scale global
immigration programs, implementation of immigration policies and procedures, as well as assistance with all aspects of
immigration compliance. Ms. Pelta was named one of the leading U.S. immigration lawyers by Chambers USA and
Chambers Global and is listed in Best Lawyers in America. The Legal Times has named Ms. Pelta one of the “Top 10
Immigration Lawyers in DC.” Ms. Pelta currently chairs AILA’s Bylaws Committee, and is a member of AILA’s Board
of Governors. She served as a trustee of the American Immigration Council for several years, helped to organize the first
immigrant achievement awards ceremonies, and was a founder of what is now the AIC Community Education Center. Ms.
Pelta is also a Board member of New York’s Lower East Side Tenement Museum. She is the 2014 recipient of AILA’s
Edith Lowenstein Award for Excellence in Advancing the Practice of Immigration Law, and the 2015 recipient of the
Susan D. Quarles AILA Service Excellence Award. Ms. Pelta is a recipient of the 2016 Golden Door Award, given by
HIAs of Pennsylvania.
Genevieve Kovacs Perez is AILA’s Southern California Chapter chair. Originally from San Francisco, she is now based
in Los Angeles, California. She is a sole practitioner specializing in deportation defense and family-based immigration.
Ms. Kovacs Perez received a bachelor’s degree in history from the University of California, Santa Cruz and her law
degree from Loyola Law School in Los Angeles. At Loyola, she was on the Entertainment Law Review. Ms. Kovacs
Perez previously worked for the American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California and the Legal Aid Foundation of
Los Angeles. In 2008 and 2015, she was recognized as a “Rising Star” in the field of immigration law by the Southern
California Super Lawyers publication. Los Angeles Magazine named Ms. Kovacs Perez as “Top Women Attorneys in
Southern California” in 2015.
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Irma Pérez practices removal defense, family immigration, and humanitarian immigration law in northern California. She
is a member of the California State Bar and a previous chair of AILA’s Santa Clara Valley Chapter. Ms. Pérez is a
graduate of the UC Hastings College of the Law and Georgetown University. Previously, she was an associate attorney at
the Law Offices of Daniel Shanfield - Immigration Defense, PC. She was also a staff member and pro bono attorney at the
Stanford Immigrants' Rights Clinic, as well as a student advocate at UC Hastings Law School Civil Justice Clinic and a
judicial extern for the Honorable Donna M. Ryu, U.S. District Court, Northern District of California.
Cora-Ann V. Pestaina is a partner at Cyrus D. Mehta and Partners PLLC where she practices primarily in the area of
business immigration and represents large global corporate clients, emerging growth companies, and individuals in a wide
range of industries. She regularly counsels clients regarding temporary employment-based nonimmigrant visas and
permanent residence sponsorship for their foreign national employees. She represents artists and investors, including EB-5
investors along with individuals in family-based applications and naturalization. Ms. Pestaina received her J.D. from
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law and is admitted to practice in New York. She is included in Chambers USA; The
Best Lawyers in America; and is ranked by Who’s Who Legal: Corporate Immigration 2016 as being among the world's
leading corporate immigration lawyers.
Sarah K. Peterson Stensrud is the founder of SPS Immigration PLLC, based in Minneapolis, MN. Her employmentbased practice focuses on physicians, academia, start-ups, and high-tech companies. She actively participates in AILA on
both local and national levels and currently serves as an elected director on the AILA Board of Governors, on the DOL
Liaison and Healthcare Professionals/Physicians Committees, and as vice-chair of the Message Center Moderators. Ms.
Stensrud has been selected for inclusion in the International Who's Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers and is
frequently invited to speak nationally on employment-based immigration.
Joel Pfeffer is a partner of the Pittsburgh law firm of Meyer, Unkovic & Scott LLP. He practices in the areas of
immigration, nationality, and corporate law. Mr. Pfeffer is active in AILA and has served as a chapter chair, member of
the Religious Worker Committee, the Finance Committee, and as speaker at the Annual Conference.
Michael Piston is the senior partner in Piston & Carpenter PC in Troy, Michigan, a firm of four lawyers practicing almost
exclusively in all aspects of U.S. immigration law, with a special focus on litigation against the USCIS under the
Administrative Procedure Act. He has practiced immigration law exclusively for over 30 years, and has spoken at
numerous AILA, ILW.COM, and Federal Bar Association conferences and workshops. He has also written articles for
AILA’s Annual Conferences Handbooks and ILW PERM Handbooks. Mr. Piston has been named a Michigan "Super
Lawyer " in the field of immigration law each year for over a decade.
A. Renee Pobjecky is the senior partner of Pobjecky & Pobjecky, LLP. She received her J.D. from Baylor University
School of Law and her undergraduate degree from the University of Central Florida. She is licensed to practice law in
Florida and Texas. She currently serves as chair of AILA’s Central Florida Chapter. She frequently lectures and writes on
immigration law and is the Florida Communications director for the American Bar Association’s wine blog.
Scott D. Pollock has practiced immigration law since 1985. A past chair of AILA’s Greater Chicago Chapter, he has also
served on AILA’s Amicus Committee, Students and Scholars Committee, Nebraska Service Center Liaison Committee,
Business Litigation Committee, Federal Litigation Task Force, and was a two-time national chair of the Consumer
Protection and Authorized Practice Task Force. He has contributed articles to AILA’s Immigration Options for Religious
Workers (2nd Ed. 2011) and Immigration Options for Academics & Researchers (2nd Ed. 2011), as well as being a
frequent speaker and contributor for AILA conferences. He has served four times as a faculty member for the AIC/AILA
Litigation Institute.
Heather L. Poole, Esq. is the managing partner of the Family & Removal Group at Stone, Grzegorek & Gonzalez, LLP, a
full-service immigration firm based in Los Angeles, California. She is a certified specialist in immigration & nationality
law by the California State Bar. Ms. Poole is an elected director of AILA’s National Board of Governors, is former chair
of AILA’s Southern California Chapter and AILA’s New Member Division, served on AILA’s CIS NBC Liaison
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Committee, and currently serves on AILA's National CIS Field Operations Committee. She has been named a “Super
Lawyer” for excellence in immigration law (Super Lawyer s.com) and listed in “Top Women Attorneys in California” in
Los Angeles Magazine. She regularly volunteers her time representing detained asylum seekers at the Adelanto Detention
Center for Catholic Charities and represents unaccompanied children in removal proceedings for KIND in Los Angeles.
Sharon Cook Poorak is senior counsel with Seyfarth Shaw LLP in Atlanta, GA. With almost 30 years of immigration
law experience, she focuses her practice on business immigration law. Ms. Poorak previously served as director of
education for AILA National and the head of the detention project for CSS. She has been a frequent lecturer on
immigration topics nationwide. Ms. Poorak has been named as a “Leading Immigration Attorney” by International Who’s
Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers, International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers, and is consistently recognized
by her peers in Chambers USA as being among the “Best Lawyers in America.”
Christine (Christie) Popp is a sole practitioner and the owner of the Popp Law Office, where she practices primarily
humanitarian (Asylum, VAWA, U & T Visa) immigration and family-based immigration in Bloomington, Indiana. She
started her practice in 2012. Previously, she was the director of the Immigrants’ and Language Rights Center of Indiana
Legal Services, where she represented numerous victims of domestic violence and other crimes in immigration matters.
Ms. Popp has served on the National Pro Bono Committee, on the National Board of Publications, and as a pro bono
liaison for the Indiana Chapter. She is currently the secretary of AILA’s Indiana Chapter. Ms. Popp graduated from
Indiana University with a B.A. in Latin American Studies in 2001, and from Vermont Law School in 2005.
Joseph S. Porta is admitted to practice before the California Supreme Court, the U.S. District Court, Central District of
California, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth, Fifth, and Ninth Circuits. He has been in private practice in Los
Angeles since 2000, and is a past chair for AILA’s Southern California Chapter. He is presently chair of the EOIR Liaison
Committee. His practice focuses on deportation defense and federal appeals although his practice covers all aspects of
immigration law. He is a graduate of Loyola Law School in Los Angeles and the University of California at Irvine.
Allison Posner is the chief of Casework at the Office of the Citizenship and Immigration Services Ombudsman. She
previously served as the director of Advocacy at the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC), engaging with
CLINIC’s members and federal agencies on issues of importance to immigrants. Prior to joining CLINIC in 2004, Ms.
Posner worked in private practice. Ms. Posner is a member of the New York State Bar and a graduate of the College of the
Holy Cross and American University’s Washington College of Law.
Cathy J. Potter retired from a career in academia, teaching, and conducting research in early Russian History at the
Chinese History of Hong Kong. She earned a J.D. at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 2008. Since 2010, she
has been practicing immigration law in the Rio Grande Valley as a solo practitioner, including a stint filling in for the
director of ProBAR. She has been a member of AILA since 2009, serves on the Donations Committee of the Texas/New
Mexico/Oklahoma AILA Chapter, and is active in the South Texas AILA group.
Ruby L. Powers is a Texas Board Certified attorney. Her firm, the Law Office of Ruby L. Powers, P.C. in Houston,
Texas, focuses on immigration law, including waivers of inadmissibility, asylum, deportation, family and employmentbased petitions. She attended the University of Texas, and the University of North Carolina School of Law. She speaks
Spanish and has lived in Mexico, Spain, Belgium, Turkey, and UAE. She is the AILA Texas Chapter Advocacy chair and
LPM Committee chair. Ms. Powers is a frequent speaker and author on immigration law and law practice management
topics. In 2011-2012, she ran her law firm from Dubai and Turkey for 14 months. She is a 2015 graduate of the Goldman
Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses Program.
John Patrick Pratt received his Bachelors of Arts from Florida State University, with honors in 1994. He graduated from
Tulane University School of Law, receiving his juris doctor degree in 1997. Mr. Pratt also studied abroad at the University
of Paris, and is fluent in Spanish. Mr. Pratt is admitted to the bar of the State of Florida, District of Columbia, United
States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, United
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court. He is a member of AILA, and the
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American Bar Association. Mr. Pratt has appeared numerous times on local, national, and international television as a
commentator analyzing immigration and nationality law matters. He is a frequent speaker in immigration matters at
national and local conferences. In addition, Mr. Pratt's biography has been selected for inclusion in Who's Who in
American Law, Who's Who in America, Who's Who in the World, and the South Florida Legal Guide selected him as an
Up-and-Coming Attorney. Furthermore, he has been selected as one of the top attorneys in immigration and nationality
law by the publication, Best Lawyers in America and is AV Rated by Martindale-Hubbell, which indicates the highest
level of legal ability and ethics. Mr. Pratt concentrates in all areas of immigration and nationality law, including
employment based immigrant and nonimmigrant petitions, deportation or removal, and federal court litigation. His
published works include: Getting the Facts on Your Client: FOIA and Criminal Records Searches, Immigration and
Nationality Law Handbook, AILA, 2005-2006 Ed., pp. 53-66 (2005); Cancellation of Removal of Non-Lawful Permanent
Residents, Immigration and Nationality Law Handbook, AILA, 2004-05 Ed., pp. 143-149 (2004); Non-immigrant
Waivers Under Section 212(d)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 26th Annual Immigration Law Update, Florida
Bar and AILA, pp. 9.1-9.15 (2005); and Naturalization and Denaturalization, 24th Annual Immigration Law Update,
Florida Bar and AILA, pp. 10.1-10.15 (2003). Classes and seminars taught include: Motions to Reopen & Reconsider:
Strategies That Work, 2009 AILA Annual Immigration Law Update; Update on Relief from Removal: 212(h), 212(i),
237(a)(1)(H), & Cancellation of Removal; 30th Annual Immigration Law Update Applying for Relief before the Courts,
USCIS, or Consulates; 29th Annual Immigration Law Update; featured speaker at the 26th and 24th Annual Immigration
Law Update in 2005 and 2003, respectively; Florida Bar and AILA featured speaker at the 2005 and 2004 Annual
Immigration Seminar; AILA I-601 Waiver Workshop: How to Prepare & File Documentation; 2007 AILA Annual
Conference on Immigration Law BIA & Federal Court Update: Strategies for Dealing with Bad Precedent - Business &
Enforcement; 28th Annual Immigration Law Update The Road to Naturalization; AILA Fundamentals Conference
Naturalization or Derivative Status; 2003 AILA Annual Conference on Immigration Law Professional Associations.
Memberships include: the American Bar Association since 1998; AILA since 1999; AILA South Florida Chapter Board
of Directors; AILA South Florida Chapter member; 2010-2011 Chapter president; Florida Bar’s Immigration, Nationality
Law Certification Committee Member from 2006-2009.
Heather Drabek Prendergast is an attorney with David Wolfe Leopold & Assoc. in Cleveland, OH. Her practice focuses
on complex removal defense, including trials, appeals, and federal court litigation; employment-based immigration for
skilled professionals; family-based immigration; asylum; and naturalization. Ms. Prendergast serves as chair of the
National ICE Liaison Committee, and she regularly speaks about immigration issues at local, regional, and national
conferences. She is admitted in OH and NY. Ms. Prendergast is a graduate of Cleveland-Marshall College of Law in
Cleveland, OH and Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY. She is an avid equestrian.
Hendrik Pretorius is the managing partner of Lipson & Pretorius LLP, based in San Jose, CA, focusing primarily on
employment-based immigration matters. Mr. Pretorius represents corporate entities in the technology sector as well as
individual entrepreneurs, foreign investors, arts industry professionals, and a few university campuses in California. Mr.
Pretorius often speaks to startups in incubator and accelerator programs across Silicon Valley.
Wayne Price is of counsel to the Paul Padda Law Firm in Las Vegas, NV. The firm is limited to criminal defense,
personal injury, and immigration. He represents clients in all matters before various immigration courts and detention
facilities. He worked for ICE for many years before joining AILA in July 2014. Mr. Price taught immigration CLE's for
the Nevada State Bar for 10 years. He served as the immigration judge for moot court at the Texas Tech Law School. Mr.
Price received a J.D. from the University of Baltimore and a Master of Arts in criminal justice from CUNY.
Amy Prokop Lenhert is an attorney with the Law Offices of Carl Shusterman in Los Angeles. She has experience in
broad range of immigration matters, including federal court litigation and removal defense, immigrant and non-immigrant
waivers of inadmissibility, and complex citizenship and naturalization cases.
Teodora D. Purcell is a specialist in immigration and nationality law, certified by the California State Bar’s Board of
Legal Specialization. Ms. Purcell has a very diverse immigration law experience that includes all types of employment
and family based immigrant cases, various nonimmigrant visa, removal defense, asylum, VAWA, naturalization,
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citizenship cases, as well as administrative and federal immigration appeals. In addition, she has global business
immigration law experience and has worked in the law offices of Fragomen, Del Rey Bernsen, and Loewy, LLP in both
Europe (London and Frankfurt) and the United States (San Diego, CA). Ms. Purcell obtained her LL.M. in Comparative
Law degree from the University of San Diego School of Law as well as her J.D. degree and LL.M. in International Law
degree from the prestigious Sofia University in Bulgaria, where she is also licensed to practice law. She is a past chair of
the San Diego County Bar Association’s Immigration Law Section, a past Executive Committee member of the AILA San
Diego Chapter, and has been active in various AILA Liaison Committees, as well as in other professional associations in
the San Diego, CA area. Ms. Purcell is a recipient of many professional accolades as an attorney, such as the 2016
Super Lawyers list, 2015 KPBS Local Hero Award as well as the 2015 and 2014 San Diego Daily Transcript’s Top
Attorney list in immigration law. She is also dedicated to pro bono work and is an invited member of the Casa Cornelia
Inn of Court Benchers, a recipient of the Casa Cornelia Distinguished Lawyer of the Year “La Mancha” 2015 Award, and
multiple recipient of the California State Bar’s Wiley Manuel Pro Bono Award. Ms. Purcell is a faculty member of the
University of California San Diego’s ABA-approved paralegal program, where she teaches an immigration law class. She
is frequently invited to present on immigration law topics.
Thomas K. Ragland is a member in the national immigration practice at Clark Hill PLC in Washington, DC His practice
focuses on federal court litigation, removal defense, immigration consequences of criminal activity, complex consular
issues, and defense against terrorism and security-related bars to admission. He received the 2013 Edith Lowenstein
Memorial Award for Excellence in Advancing the Practice of Immigration Law from AILA. He is a frequent writer and
speaker on immigration issues.
Noemi G. Ramirez is founder of the Law Firm of Noemi G. Ramirez, APLC, a full service immigration law firm. She is
a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California State Bar. She has been appointed to serve as
commissioner on the Immigration and Nationality Advisory Commission, for the California State Bar. She is past-chair of
AILA’s Southern California Chapter and past-chair for the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Immigration Section.
She obtained her undergraduate degree from University of California, San Diego and her law degree from Western State
University in Fullerton.
Chas Rampenthal has been LegalZoom’s general counsel since 2003. In this role, he manages the company’s legal
functions, including corporate and commercial transactions, litigation and regulatory matters, intellectual property
protection, government relations, ethics and compliance. He oversees all legal initiatives for product quality, research and
development as well as new markets. He also manages the company’s Legal Advisory Council. Mr. Rampenthal worked
with a wide variety of technology and emerging companies to help them manage transactions such as venture capital
financing, mergers, acquisitions, and initial public offerings. He is a member of the American Bar Association’s Law
Practice Division and is a supporter of and contributor to the ABA Commission on the Future of the Legal Profession and
Stanford Legal CodeX. He is a member of the CA and MA bar associations, and is qualified as a solicitor in the UK. Mr.
Rampenthal earned his bachelor’s degree in economics and math studies, summa cum laude, from Southern Illinois
University and his J.D. from the University of Southern California. Prior to his legal career, he served honorably in the
United States Navy as an officer and naval aviator.
La Verne Ramsay is a senior associate with Minami Tamaki LLP located in San Francisco, CA. She represents
entrepreneurs and start-ups as well as publicly traded companies in all aspects of business immigration. Her primary areas
of focus are L-1 applications for start-ups and PERM. She has spoken before about PERM for AILA’s Northern
California Chapter. Ms. Ramsay graduated from Golden Gate University School of Law and earned a Bachelor's degree in
philosophy from the University of California at Berkeley.
Patricia S. (Tricia) Ravenhorst lives in Greenville, South Carolina and is the director and attorney of the South Carolina
Victim Assistance Network's (SCVAN) Legal Assistance to Victims Program. She joined SCVAN in 2009 to launch the
Immigrant Victim Program and the Statewide Immigrant Victim Coalition, which serves as a collaborative network of
partners throughout South Carolina dedicated to working together to better serve immigrant victims of crime by finding
culturally and linguistically competent resources, training criminal justice professionals, and providing direct legal
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assistance. Her prior work experience includes an employment and immigration law practice with the law firm of Wyche
P.A. in Greenville, South Carolina and an internship with the South African Secretariat for Safety and Security in Pretoria,
South Africa. She currently serves on the South Carolina and Upstate SC Human Trafficking Task Forces, the SC
Language Access Task Force, is a board member of LiveWell Greenville and Liberty Fellow. She is a former Board
member of the domestic violence agency Safe Harbor, the Greenville Hispanic Alliance, the Center for Developmental
Services, and the Florida State University Circus Alumni Association.
Mike Razi is a certified specialist in immigration law as recognized by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal
Specialization. He has been in private practice since 1998, handling a number of immigration cases that include several
important and published decisions in the United States Courts of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He earned his Juris Doctor
from Southwestern University School of Law and is admitted to the California State Bar and the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 9th and 5th Circuits. He has been recognized as a preeminent lawyer in immigration law by peer group
publications, such as Super Lawyers. Mr. Razi is a frequent speaker on immigration seminars, and served on the advisory
commission on immigration and nationality law for the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization.
Trina Realmuto is the litigation director at the National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild. Her work
primarily focuses on litigation before the federal courts on issues related to removal defense and government
accountability. Previously, Ms. Realmuto wrote amicus briefs and practice advisories for the American Immigration
Council. She also worked abroad representing noncitizens applying for visas at U.S. embassies and consulates. Ms.
Realmuto began her career as an associate attorney at Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, where she concentrated
on removal defense and complex federal court litigation. She has argued and litigated several precedent decisions on
behalf of noncitizens and amicus curiae, written numerous practice advisories, and is a frequent presenter on immigration
litigation. In 2015, the AILA awarded her the Jack Wasserman Memorial Award for Excellence in Litigation.
Alyssa Reed is a graduate of the University of Iowa College of Law and completed undergraduate studies at the
University of Colorado, Boulder. She has chaired AILA’s VAWA Committee and served on the Vermont Service Center
Liaison Committee. She currently chairs AILA’s Colorado Chapter. She is an author and frequent lecturer on immigration
options for victims of crime and survivors of domestic violence. She has received an award from the National Association
of Women Lawyers, and has been named to “Top 40 Under 40” and rated a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers. She is fluent
in Spanish and has lived in Costa Rica and Spain.
Joseph Reina practices in Dallas, where he founded Reina & Bates. He has been board certified in immigration and
nationality law since 2000, and served six years on the State Bar’s Immigration Law Exam Committee. In 2002, his peers
ranked him among Texas’ five top immigration lawyers. He chaired the AILA Texas Chapter in 2005-2006. Mr. Reina
has handled hundreds of removal cases successfully, including Matter of Deanda-Romo and Matter of Quilantan – both
BIA precedents. He authored a chapter of The Waivers Book - Advanced Issues in Immigration Law Practice, an AILA
publication and reference tool, and has published over thirty five articles on immigration law. He graduated from
Georgetown University (B.S.F.S.) in 1984 and the University of Houston Law School in 1987.
Kalman D. Resnick directs the immigration practice group at Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym Ltd. in Chicago. The
group practices in all areas of immigration and nationality law. Mr. Resnick founded and directed the Legal Services
Center for Immigrants, a program of the Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago and one of the nation’s first legal
services advocacy centers for immigrant rights. Mr. Resnick is a graduate of Oberlin College and the University of
Michigan Law School.
Carmen Maria Rey is deputy director of the Immigration Intervention Project at Sanctuary for Families. In that role, she
leads advocacy efforts to address the concerns of immigrant survivors of gender-based violence. Prior to rejoining
Sanctuary for Families, where she started her career as an Equal Justice Works fellow dedicated to obtaining access to
justice for Latina immigrant survivors of violence, Ms. Rey was senior immigration attorney at Her Justice, a women’s
rights nonprofit focused on protecting the rights of low-income women. She has previously taught immigration law in the
continuing education program at Queens College, and served as a long-term volunteer at the Immigrant Defense Project,
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which addresses the intersection of immigration law and the criminal justice system. She has published articles in AILA’s
Practitioner Toolbox and routinely trains on immigration-related issues at a local, state, and national levels. A graduate of
New York University and Brooklyn Law School, she likes to spend her free time volunteering to help low-income
immigrants apply to become United States citizens, gardening, and riding her bike to explore immigrant neighborhoods
around New York City.
James Richards is a director of product management at TriNet (NYSE: TNET), where he leads the immigration and
international product development strategy. Mr. Richards joined TriNet when it acquired Teleborder, where he was the
co-founder and CEO. Teleborder achieved over $1M in revenue and had over 100 corporate customers before its
acquisition by TriNet as well as raised over $3M in capital from investors including Y Combinator, Khosla Ventures, and
East Ventures. In 2015, he was named to the Forbes 30 Under 30 for law and policy. He graduated from Columbia Law
School when he was 20 years old, grew up in Jakarta, Indonesia, and now lives in San Francisco, California.
Arturo R. Rios (Art) obtained his J.D. at Stetson University College of Law, and LL.M. in Trial Advocacy at Temple
University. Mr. Rios’ practice, based in St. Petersburg, Florida, is solely focused on deportation defense and immigration
litigation in Federal Courts. Mr. Rios has served on AILA’s Board (CFC) for the past several years, is the Chapter’s
ambassador to the American Immigration Council, and is the regional vice-chair for the AILA-CFC Tampa region. He is
also the co-editor of the Immigration Litigation Toolbox, has written many articles in the field of immigration litigation,
and is a well-known national speaker in the subject of deportation defense and immigration litigation. Mr. Rios is also an
adjunct professor at Stetson Law, where he teaches Immigration Litigation and Advocacy. Married with two daughters,
Mr. Rios enjoys spending all of his free time with his family.
Edward Rios is board certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. His
practice focuses on immigration strategies for multinational companies and investors, as well as healthcare provider
networks, research facilities, academic institutions, and cross-border manufacturing operations seeking to transfer key
personnel to the U.S.
Manuel “Manny” F. Rios III is a partner at Rios & Cruz, PS, in Seattle, Washington, where his practice has been
dedicated to immigration law since 1997. Mr. Rios has been the consultant attorney on immigration matters for the
Mexican Consulate in Washington since 2002. In 2013, he was awarded the Ohtli Award by the Mexican Government in
recognition for his service to the Mexican immigrant community in the United States. In 2015, he was a co-recipient of
the Award of Merit from the Washington State Bar Association for his efforts against the unlawful practice of law in the
State of Washington.
Danielle Rizzo is an attorney with the Law Offices of James D. Eiss in Buffalo, NY. She limits her practice to
immigration law and focuses on employment-based immigration. She is a past chair of the AILA Upstate NY Chapter and
past chair of the AILA national Publications Committee. She is currently serving as vice chair of the AILA national CBP
Liaison Committee and is a member of the Upstate NY AILA Chapter CBP Liaison Committee.
Kimberley Best Robidoux is a senior attorney at Maggio Kattar Nahajzaer + Alexander, P.C. in San Diego, CA. She
received her B.S. in Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell University, New York State School of Industrial and
Labor Relations and her J.D. from Albany Law School at Union University. She focuses on corporate immigration matters
for the high-tech, pharmaceutical/biotech, manufacturing/distribution, and hospitality industries to assist companies with
their implementation of immigration policies and procedures. Ms. Robidoux is well-versed in the area of employer I-9 and
E-Verify requirements and has successfully defended employers against I-9 compliance audits, OSC discrimination
investigations, conducted “in-house” audits to assess and assist employers in bringing I-9 records into compliance, and
performed I-9 management training.
Louis A. Rodi III currently serves as deputy assistant director (DAD), National Security Programs (NSP), within the
National Security Investigations Division, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) Headquarters. In this capacity, DAD Rodi manages five units: the National Security Unit (NSU), the
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National Security Integration Center, the Human Rights Violators and War Crimes Unit, the Counter-Terrorism and
Criminal Exploitation Unit, and the Overstay Analysis Unit. Prior to his current assignment, Mr. Rodi served as an
assistant special agent in charge (ASAC) at HSI Los Angeles, CA. Over a period of 11 years, Mr. Rodi served as ASAC
in four distinct divisions: the National Security Division, the Illicit Travel, Trade and Finance Division, the Human
Smuggling Division, and the HSI office at Los Angeles International Airport. During these assignments, Mr. Rodi
managed special agents, support staff and facilities in support of investigations and operations targeting nearly every
violation within HSI’s jurisdiction. Prior to his promotion to ASAC, Mr. Rodi served as supervisory special agent in both
the Human Smuggling and Immigration Fraud divisions. Mr. Rodi began his federal career in 1982 with the U.S. Navy as
an intelligence specialist, where he served in various commands, including a deployment onboard the USS Nimitz. Mr.
Rodi was honorably discharged from the Navy in 1986, but continued his military service with the U.S. Naval Reserves as
an intelligence specialist, and was subsequently commissioned as an intelligence officer. Mr. Rodi served in multiple
Special Warfare Commands, including SEAL Team Three, several Human Intelligence Units, and the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service (NCIS). Recalled to active duty following the terrorist attacks of 9/11, Mr. Rodi served with
distinction as an NCIS agent until he retired from the Naval Service in 2002. In August 1991, Mr. Rodi entered on duty as
a special agent with the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) in Los Angeles, CA. His most significant
accomplishment as a case agent was Operation Fine Print, which resulted in the dismantlement of a large-scale, organized
counterfeit identification document ring, twelve arrests and convictions, and the largest seizure of counterfeit
identification documents as well as the manufacturing equipment to date. Mr. Rodi is the recipient of numerous awards,
which include: the Federal Bar Association Award, U.S. Attorney’s Award, the INS Commissioner’s Award, and a
certificate of congressional recognition. His military awards include: a Navy and Marine Corps commendation,
achievement medals, as well as several deployment related and unit commendations. A native of Connecticut, Mr. Rodi
received a Master of Arts degree in international studies from the University of Miami, and a Bachelor of Science degree
in political science from Southern Connecticut State University.
Michelle Saenz-Rodriguez is founder and senior partner with Saenz-Rodriguez & Associates, P.C. in Dallas, Texas. She
has been practicing immigration law for 25 years with a focus on deportation/removal litigation and family based
immigration cases. She has been involved with AILA at both the national and state levels and served as the Chapter chair
for Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico in 2012. She serves on the National EOIR Liaison Committee and has previously
served on the National ICE Liaison Committee. She is a commissioner for the ABA Commission on Immigration. Ms.
Saenz-Rodriguez has been actively involved in training and representing unaccompanied minors who entered the U.S.
during the "Border Surge" in July of 2014. Prior to going into private practice, she was a judicial law clerk for a year at
the immigration court in Harlingen, Texas under the Attorney General's Honor program.
Punam S. Rogers is an immigration counsel at Foley Hoag, LLP where she has been practicing for over 15 years. Her
practice focuses on business immigration. She provides representation to a wide range of U.S. employers, from start-ups
to multi-national corporations. She also counsels clients through government investigations, including Labor Condition
Application audits conducted by the U.S. Department of Labor and I-9 Audits with U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. Ms. Rogers is currently serving on AILA’s National Business Committee and as co-chair of Customs
Border Protection Committee for AILA’s New England Chapter. She has also served as the Chapter chair of the New
England Chapter and as a member of AILA National’s Department of Labor, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Committees, and Compliance Committee Task force. In addition to her service for AILA, Ms. Rogers serves as a
volunteer immigration attorney for the Political Asylum/Immigration Representation Project, where in 2003 and 2010, she
received the Pro Bono Attorney of the Year Award for her dedication and commitment to human rights.
Alexander G. Rojas is a partner at the law firm of Barst Mukamal & Kleiner LLP, based in New York City. He brings
over 25 years of professional experience in representing and counseling individuals and corporations on all aspects of U.S.
immigration law related to permanent residence, naturalization, work visas, I-9 audits, and removal proceedings. He is
responsible for the firm’s representation of a diverse group of clients across many industries, including large multinational
corporations, small, mid-level and start-up companies, individuals, and investors. Mr. Rojas is a graduate of Tufts
University and Cardozo School of Law. At the firm, he is co-chair of the EB-5 Unit, and heads up the firm’s Arts and
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Entertainment division. The legal community has recognized his work with listings in Who's Who in American Law, The
International Who’s Who of Corporation Immigration Lawyers, and New York Super Lawyers.
Gregory Romanovsky has practiced U.S. immigration law since 2001, representing clients before the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services, Executive Office for Immigration Review, BIA, U.S. district courts, and circuit courts of
appeals. From 2009 to 2013, Mr. Romanovsky served as chair of the Litigation Committee for the AILA New England
Chapter. He is now part of the Executive Board for AILA New England. A frequent speaker at immigration law
conferences and workshops, he has been named by Super Lawyers Magazine as a “New England Super Lawyer” in the
field of immigration law.
Adam J. Rosen is a member and assistant managing attorney of the Murthy Law Firm. His practice includes: immigrant
and nonimmigrant petitions, consular applications, agency appellate, and federal court litigation. Mr. Rosen has published
several articles on PERM and I-140-related issues and has been involved with AILA National and the AILA Washington,
DC Chapter for several years.
Lory Rosenberg is an experienced immigration defense attorney, former BIA judge, co-author of Immigration Law and
Crimes, mentor, and sought-after legal consultant. As CEO of IDEAS Consultation and Coaching, Ms. Rosenberg speaks,
trains, and blogs on immigration law and practice development as well as develop strategies to help resolve complex
cases. She also coaches lawyers to release stress, reframe their expertise, and achieve authentic success. A 30-year
member of AILA, Ms. Rosenberg is on the Practice Management Committee, received the 1988 Edith Lowenstein Award
for excellence in the practice of immigration law, and the 1991 Human Rights Award.
Marty Rosenbluth is currently in private practice, but has worked for most of his career in the non-profit sector. He has
represented individuals in the immigration court for the past seven years. He has spoken on immigrant rights issues and
immigration law at numerous conferences and CLEs. He has also attended meetings at the White House and ICE HQ on
various immigration related issues. Prior to attending law school, Mr. Rosenbluth worked as a human rights researcher in
the West Bank as an advisor to the General Federation of Palestinian Trade Unions and was AIUSA’S Country Specialist
for Israel/Palestine. He is a graduate of the UNC School of Law.
Charles Roth is the director of litigation at Heartland Alliance’s National Immigrant Justice Center. He has appeared in
hundreds of appellate matters resulting in more than 80 published Court of Appeals decisions, and has overseen the filing
of dozens of amicus briefs at the Supreme Court and the Courts of Appeals. He has represented immigrant classes
challenging extended detention, naturalization delays, and the use of detainers. NIJC commonly litigates in collaboration
with pro bono law firms, in which case Mr. Roth co-counsels in the case and provides technical and legal support. He is
also the update editor for a book authored by the late Daniel Levy, U.S. Citizenship and Naturalization Handbook.
Jennifer Rotman is a partner at Immigrant Law Group PC in Portland, Oregon, and an adjunct professor of immigration
law at Lewis & Clark Law School. She currently serves as the EOIR liaison for AILA’s Oregon Chapter and as an
ambassador to the American Immigration Council. She is a 2001 graduate of UC Berkeley School of Law.
Alberto Ruisanchez is the deputy special counsel of the Office of Special Counsel for Immigration-Related Unfair
Employment Practices in the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division. He graduated, summa cum laude, from
Georgetown University and magna cum laude from Harvard Law School, where he was an editor on the Harvard Law
Review. After clerking for the Honorable Juan Torruella on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, Mr.
Ruisanchez was accepted to the Attorney General’s Honors Program at the Department of Justice. Since then, he has
worked in various sections of the Civil Rights Division helping to enforce laws that prohibit discrimination.
L. John Russo is a solo practitioner at Albuquerque, New Mexico, whose practice is focused upon family-based,
employer-based, and victim-based immigration law, citizenship and naturalization law, along with appellate brief writing.
Formerly, Mr. Russo was a Naturalization Examiner for the USINS and was selected as a U.S. Asylum Officer. He is
currently a member of the New Mexico Immigration Law Specialization Committee. Mr. Russo has also practiced divorce
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and family law and general civil litigation, including but not limited to, breach of contract and malpractice cases. He has
been a member of the Southern California and Texas Chapters of AILA for many years.
Anita Mercedes Ryden (“Mercedes”) is an attorney with the Burns Law Office in Chandler, Arizona. Ms. Ryden
received her B.A. and B.F.A. from the University of Arizona and her J.D. from Whittier Law School in Costa Mesa,
California. She has served on the executive committee of the Arizona Chapter of AILA for the past five years. Her
immigration practice is focused on family-based and humanitarian immigration and removal defense.
Paul E. Rynerson is a senior associate in the Dallas office of Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP. His practice focuses on
employment-based immigration matters, including assisting companies in managing nonimmigrant visa matters, such as
H-1B, E, L, TN, and O employees; immigrant visa matters covering all aspects of the permanent residency process; and I9 and other compliance issues. Mr. Rynerson has experience assisting clients in a broad array of industries, such as
technology, finance, energy, non-profit, and manufacturing.
Denyse Sabagh is the head of Duane Morris’s Immigration Practice Group. She practices in the areas of immigration and
nationality law and litigation and has more than 30 years of experience in representing diverse clients. She is a recognized
leader in all aspects of immigration law. She has in depth experience representing individual and corporate clients for all
of their immigration needs. She also represents clients in I-9 audits, complex immigration cases, Caarp cases, consular
processing and immigration ramifications of criminal charges. She is a frequently featured speaker at national, state, and
local conferences, including those sponsored by the AILA, the DC Bar Association, the Fairfax Bar Association, the
International Bar Association, the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, and Society for Human Resource
Management. She has been recognized continually by Chambers USA and Chambers Global, The International Who’s
Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers, Best Lawyers in America, The Washingtonian Magazine, The Washington Post,
and Super Lawyers among the top-rated lawyers for Immigration. She is a former national president and general counsel
of AILA and serves on its board of governors. She is on the board of directors of the American Immigration Council,
Arab-American Institute, and Immigrants’ List, the only pro-immigration PAC. She is a 1977, magna cum laude, graduate
of George Mason University Law School and a graduate of the University of Maryland.
Paul Samartin is a partner and head of the U.S. immigration team at Ganguin Samartin based in London, UK. He focuses
on business, investment, entertainment, and personal immigration to the U.S. and has extensive knowledge and experience
working with U.S. consular posts throughout the world. Mr. Samartin is regularly invited to speak on U.S. immigration
matters and is actively involved in AILA. In addition, he has written a number of articles on U.S. immigration issues for
AILA and other publications. Mr. Samartin holds a J.D. from Pepperdine University, a B.A. in History from Austin
College in Sherman, Texas, and is a member of the California State Bar.
Leta R. Sanchez is an associate attorney at the Law Offices of Carol L. Edward & Associates, P.S., in Mt. Vernon and
Seattle, WA. Ms. Sanchez practice focuses on representing individuals in petitions for U-Nonimmigrant Status, familybased applications, waivers of inadmissibility, asylum, and removal proceedings. She is an active member of AILA as
well as a regular participant in local pro bono clinics and outreach efforts.
Jacob Sapochnick is recognized as one of the most innovative, up-and-coming immigration lawyers in the nation.
Founder and managing attorney at the Sapochnick Law Firm, he devotes 100% of his practice to immigration law,
representing corporations, hotels, restaurants, and other organizations, as well as, entrepreneurs, and individuals
worldwide. Mr. Sapochnick is also an active angel investor to many startups. He earned his Masters of Law degree from
California Western School of Law and his Bachelors of Law from Manchester Metropolitan University.
Ari Sauer represents corporate and individual clients in all areas of employment and family-based U.S. immigration law,
with the Siskind Susser Law Firm, in Memphis, TN. Mr. Sauer is an elected director of AILA’s Board of Governors since
2011. He previously served as Chapter chair of the AILA MidSouth Chapter. He regularly speaks about immigration law
for AILA and the Federal Bar Association and has contributed a number of articles in immigration publications. Mr. Sauer
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regularly answers questions on immigration law on his blog, The Immigration Answer Man, at
www.immigrationanswerman.com.
Bennett Savitz has practiced exclusively in the area of immigration law since 1994, and founded Savitz Law Offices
(ImmigrationOptions.com) in 2000. He has served as the Chapter chair of AILA’s New England Chapter , as well as on
several local and national AILA committees, helping shape policies and procedures for the entire immigration bar. He is a
frequent speaker and writer on various aspects of immigration law. Since 2008, Mr. Savitz has been selected as one of
Boston's Best Lawyers in Immigration Law by Best Lawyers of America. In 2013, Savitz Law Offices was selected as the
Business Immigration Law Firm of the Year by Global Law Experts and the Immigration Law Firm of the Year – Boston
by Acquisition International. In 2014, he was selected to The International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration
Lawyers. He currently teaches a graduate school course on immigration law at Lesley University. He graduated, cum
laude, from the University of California at San Diego in 1990. He received both his M.A. in International Relations and
his J.D. from Boston University in 1993, where he graduated as an Edward F. Hennessey Scholar.
Tracy Schauff has more than 19 years of experience in immigration law. Prior to joining Fragomen, she worked for the
University of Michigan as the Assistant Director of the International Center. In this capacity, Ms. Schauff was responsible
for advising departments, faculty, and staff on various immigration issues and developing policies and protocols to ensure
compliance with immigration regulations, I-9, and E-verify. Her practice focuses on employment based immigration and
primarily serves clients in higher education, healthcare, and the automotive industry. Since 2009, she has also been
involved in the development of Global Detroit, a program seeking to utilize foreign national talent to improve the
economic conditions in Southeast Michigan. She is a frequent speaker at universities and regional and national
conferences including AILA, NAFSA, MAIE (Michigan Association of International Educators), and CGI.
Erica Schommer is a clinical assistant professor of law at St. Mary’s University School of Law where she teaches in the
Immigration and Human Rights Clinic. Before joining St. Mary’s Law faculty, Ms. Schommer practiced immigration law
on the U.S./Mexico border from 2003 to 2010 with Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid, Inc. From 2010 to 2015, she worked in
private practice at Rios & Cruz, P.S. in Tacoma, WA where she focused on removal defense and federal court litigation
on behalf of individuals detained at the Northwest Detention Center. She has previously served as the AILA EOIR liaison
for the Harlingen, TX and Tacoma, WA Immigration Courts.
Liam Schwartz is a U.S. and Israeli corporate immigration lawyer. Mr. Schwartz is a member and former chair of the
DOS Liaison Committee, a member of the Global Migration Section Steering Committee, and a past chair of the Rome
District Chapter. He was awarded the 2015 Sam Williamson Mentor Award and a 2012 President's Commendation for
Outstanding Leadership. Mr. Schwartz co-authored the Council on Foreign Relations’ Policy Memorandum on
modernizing the U.S. visa system. He was selected to the list of Most Highly Regarded Individuals in Corporate
Immigration Law, 2012-2016 (Who's Who in Corporate Immigration Law). Based in Israel, he is admitted to the bars of
New York, New Jersey, and Israel.
Eileen Scofield is head of Alston & Bird’s immigration practice with offices globally. She has extensive experience with
processing of worldwide visas, and also heavily focuses on employer compliance issues. Not only has she advised
employees and employers on such, but also represented employers in agency investigations, state and federal courts, as
well as OCAHO proceedings. In light of such experience, she regularly provides special guidance on best practices,
internal investigations, M&A transactions, and public policy matters. Additionally, she has provided guidance at federal,
state, and local levels on the drafting of legislation and regulations. She is currently chair of the Federal Bar Association’s
(FBA) Immigration Law Section. In addition, she chaired the AILA E-Verify liaison committee, and has been on
numerous national AILA committees, such as Verification, Worksite Enforcement, Department of Labor, Business
Liaison, etc. Ms. Scofield has published extensively, been quoted in and spoken before many esteemed organizations such
as U.S. News and World Report, U.S. and State Congressional officials, ABA, FBA, ACC, AFB, PLI, National
Constitution, Chamber of Commerce committees on employment-immigration, visa, investment, tax, internal
investigation, and related issues.
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Laurel Scott is the founding attorney at Scott and Associates. She received a B.A. from Simon's Rock College, a Master's
Degree from Duke University, and a Law Degree from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA where she completed the
Temple University Immigration Law Clinical. She spent a year studying at the Queen's University of Belfast and
completed an internship at the European Parliament. She worked on her first waiver of inadmissibility in 2003 and quickly
realized that waivers were an ideal niche for her new firm. Over the years, she emerged as one of the nation's leading
experts in this type of case, publishing numerous articles on the subject, and speaking at many events for immigration
lawyers. She is located in Philadelphia, PA and licensed in Texas.
Heather N. Segal is a partner and chair of the U.S. Immigration Practice at Guberman Garson Segal LLP in Toronto,
Canada. She practices exclusively in the areas of consular, Canadian, and border U.S. immigration law. Ms. Segal is
currently a director on AILA’s Board of Governors. She has held this elected position since 2006. She is the liaison to the
AILA Board of Governors for the Global Migration Steering Committee, the past chair of the Rome Chapter Liaison
Committee, and the former chair of the American Chamber of Commerce, Cross Border Committee. She counsels
numerous companies and individuals on U.S. and Canadian immigration matters. Ms. Segal is widely recognized for her
expertise in immigration law. She speaks regularly at conferences and seminars around the world. She is listed as one of
the “Most Highly Regarded Individuals” in corporate immigration law by “Who’s Who Legal Canada 2015.” She is also
listed in the “Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals” and Best Lawyers in Canada. Ms. Segal was part of an
international research symposium at The Hague Academy of International Law where her focus was immigration issues.
Andrew W. Shackelford has practiced in the field of corporate immigration and nationality law since 2001. Prior to
becoming an attorney, Mr. Shackelford worked for four years as a paralegal in the field of corporate immigration and
nationality law. He currently represents corporate clients in a variety of industries, including the pharmaceutical,
insurance, engineering, and technology fields. His practice includes all aspects of corporate U.S. immigration, including
nonimmigrant visas, permanent residence, citizenship, I-9 compliance and immigration support for corporate
restructuring. Mr. Shackelford also frequently lobbies on behalf of AILA for the reform of employment-based
immigration laws. In addition, he represents LGBT individuals and families in connection with nonimmigrant visa
petitions family-based and employment-based permanent residence application and naturalization applications.
Craig Shagin practices immigration law in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He is a graduate of Haverford College and
Villanova School of Law.
Paromita Shah has served as associate director since 2005, specializing in immigration detention and enforcement. She is
a contributing author and co-presenter of the “Deportation 101” curriculum, participates in regular advocacy efforts with
ICE officials, and has created an abundance of resources for communities affected by heightened immigration
enforcement efforts. Previously, she served as director of Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition in Washington, DC,
where she conducted presentations in regional county jails, trained attorneys, assessed detainee claims for relief, and
conducted liaison meetings with DHS and DOJ. She also worked as a staff attorney at Greater Boston Legal Services.
Daniel Shanfield (UC Berkeley Law, J.D. 1996; UCLA, BA 1993) is founder of the Law Offices of Daniel Shanfield Immigration Defense, PC, with offices in San Francisco and San Jose, California. After law school, Mr. Shanfield began
his career with the INS Office of District Counsel in Los Angeles, under the Attorney General’s Honors Program. He then
served as an asylum program staff attorney with the New York office of the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights (now
Human Rights First), and later deployed in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan with UNHCR/ICMC to oversee refugee status
determination and resettlement operations for Afghan refugees. Prior to starting his law practice in 2004, Mr. Shanfield
was a legal services manager with the U.S. Refugee Program/OPE in Vienna, Austria. He is past chair of the AILA Santa
Clara Valley Chapter.
Rekha Sharma-Crawford represents clients in complex immigration matters including appeals and federal litigation.
She is active with AILA serving as vice chair of the Federal Litigation Committee, and on the AILA National Conference
planning committee, including chair of the Due Process/Removal track. Ms. Sharma-Crawford is a contributing author in
AILA's The Waivers Book and is the current editor-in-chief of AILA's Immigration Litigation Toolbox, 5th Edition. In
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2012, she and her partner opened the first non-profit legal clinic, dedicated solely to providing low and pro bono
representation for those in removal proceedings in the Kansas City immigration court.
Michael Sharma-Crawford has been practicing immigration law since 2002. He and his partner defend non-citizens in
the Midwest. In 2012, they sought to fill a gap and created The Clinic, a non-profit law clinic providing top shelf
representation to indigent non-citizens in removal proceedings in the Kansas City immigration court. Prior to The Clinic,
there was no agency providing low- and pro-bono representation from Springfield, Missouri west to the Kansas/Colorado
border.
Daniel Sharp is a graduate of the Public Interest Law & Policy program at the UCLA School of Law. He has been legal
director of the Central American Resource Center in Los Angeles since 2005, where he supervises a team of over 45 legal
staff who represent immigrants in a wide range of matters. Mr. Sharp is a certified specialist in immigration and
nationality law by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization. He is currently the vice chair of AILA’s
Future of Immigration Practice Committee. He is also an active consumer protection advocate, serving on the AILA
National Consumer Protection Committee, and as UPL committee chair of the Los Angeles County Bar Association
immigration’s executive committee since 2010. Mr. Sharp also provides frequent legal commentary to various Spanish
language media outlets, and authors “Esquina Migratoria,” a weekly immigration advice column in the print and online
versions of La Opinión newspaper.
Julianne Cassin Sharp is a partner with Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, P.C. in Detroit, Michigan. Bilingual in English and
Spanish, she is a member of the firm's Immigration Practice Group, specializing in both employment-based and familybased immigration law. She has been selected by Best Lawyers in America and Business Magazine as a top immigration
attorney from 2012-2016, and is a frequent speaker on immigration law at the national level. Ms. Sharp currently serves as
the chair of AILA’s New Members Division .
Neil J. Sheff is principal attorney at the Law Offices of Neil J. Sheff in Beverly Hills, CA, and his practice is dedicated to
business, family, and employment-based immigration law, including religious worker matters. He is a graduate of UCLA
and Loyola Law School. Mr. Sheff has served as chair of AILA’s Southern California Young Lawyers Division (20022005), has been the AILA Southern California USCIS co-liaison to the L.A. District Office for the past 10 years, and is a
member of the AILA National Business Committee. He has lectured and written on immigration issues for a variety of
groups as well as conducted annual AILA panels dealing with navigating family-based immigration at the Los Angeles
District offices. He is also international president of the Sephardic Educational Center and writes on religious issues for a
number of publications.
Patrick Shen is a partner in Fragomen's Washington, DC office and works with employers of all sizes across many
sectors to establish and maintain compliant corporate immigration programs. Before rejoining Fragomen, Mr. Shen was
appointed by the President and confirmed unanimously by the United States Senate as special counsel for immigrationrelated Unfair Employment Practices in the U.S. Justice Department. He previously served as policy and planning director
of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and chief immigration counsel of the Senate Judiciary Committee. Mr.
Shen also was an adjunct associate professor at American University Washington College of Law. For more information
about Patrick Shen, please visit http://www.fragomen.com/ourprofessionals.
Joseph J. Shepherd is a senior associate in the Santa Monica, California office of Wolfsdorf Rosenthal LLP. Mr.
Shepherd advises employers, institutions, investors, individuals, and families regarding all aspects of U.S. immigration
and nationality law. Mr. Shepherd currently serves as a member of the 2015-2016 AILA National ACES (Athletics,
Culture, Entertainment, and Science) Committee and previously served as a member of the 2014-2015 AILA National
LGBT Immigration Issues Working Group. Mr. Shepherd is licensed in Massachusetts and practices exclusively
immigration and nationality law.
Suzanne Shepherd currently serves as the director for the Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA), and
Electronic Visa Update System. She has been in that role since June 2011. Director Shepherd was instrumental in the
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automation of the form I-94W and I-94, and the development of the Automated Passport Control program at CBP. Ms.
Shepherd has worked for U.S. CBP and the former Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) since 1987. She has
worked as in Seattle, Washington, Portland, Oregon, and Chicago, Illinois. She also taught new recruits at the INS
academy located at the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Brunswick, Georgia. Prior to coming to D.C., Ms.
Shepherd was employed as a CBP Officer (Enforcement), the investigative arm of CBP inspections, and performed
investigations of arriving passengers who commit criminal violations of United States Law. Since moving to Washington,
D.C. and prior to managing the ESTA program, Ms. Shepherd’s duties included managing and developing training to all
Office of Field Operations employees. She has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Puget Sound.
Donald Kyle Sheppard is a 2000 graduate of New York Law School, where he earned his Juris Doctor degree. Prior to
law school, Mr. Sheppard completed his undergraduate work in economics at Marshall University, graduating with a
Bachelor’s in Business Administration. Mr. Sheppard is partner with Higgs Fletcher & Mack LLP (Higgs) in San Diego.
Before joining Higgs, Mr. Sheppard was a partner with Jacobs Schlesinger & Sheppard LLP. He has practiced
immigration and nationality law in San Diego and New York City. Mr. Sheppard’s experience includes all aspect of
immigration and nationality law, and he is certified as a specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California
State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization. He currently serves on the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization.
He is also a board member and volunteer with the Professional Alliance for Children.
Monica Sherman Ghiglia is an associate attorney at Fragomen San Diego, where she represents a portfolio of
multinational corporate clients with the management of employment based immigration matters. She assists clients with
their nonimmigrant and immigrant visa programs and advises them on I-9/E-Verify compliance, updates on procedures
and trends, and the development of sound immigration policies. Ms. Ghiglia is currently a board director for the San
Diego County Bar Foundation, as well as a member of the Lawyers Club, the San Diego Human Resources Forum, and
AILA. She is the recipient of the Super Lawyer’s Rising Star Award, San Diego Daily Transcript Top Attorney Award,
the Wiley W. Manuel Award for Pro Bono Legal Services, and Casa Cornelia Law Center’s Special Recognition Award.
Amanda B. Shipley is a partner at TGL Shipley Parisi in London. Ms. Shipley has practiced immigration law since 2005,
and has extensive experience with a wide range of business- and employment-related immigration issues including
consular processing. She is a graduate of the University of Arizona, cum laude, and the Boston University School of Law.
Ms. Shipley was selected as a Massachusetts “Rising Stars 2010 Super Lawyer” and Who’s Who Legal: Corporate
Immigration 2015 and 2016. She is currently serving as the chair of AILA National’s USCIS International Operations
Liaison Committee and is the treasurer of the RDC-EMEA Chapter. Ms. Shipley volunteers for the charity, Age UK, and
she is admitted to practice law in New York.
Nancy Taylor Shivers is a partner of Shivers & Shivers in San Antonio, Texas where she practices exclusively
immigration law. Ms. Shivers is board certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization and has been listed in Best Lawyers in America for many years. She has spoken frequently on a range of
immigration topics for state and national audiences.
Mark Shmueli is a private immigration law practitioner who focuses his practice on complex family, removal, and
naturalization cases along with employment immigration. Mr. Shmueli served on the Governor’s Commission to Study
the Impact of Immigrants in Maryland and was a co-author of its 2012 final report. He also taught “Immigration and
Ethnicity” at the University of Maryland in College Park in the Fall 2011 semester. He is a regular guest on Pacifica
Radio’s WPFW on immigration matters and XM satellite radio’s Wilmer Leon Show. He has authored several articles and
opinion pieces, including a March 2014 co-authored editorial published in the Orlando Sentinel, entitled, “Republicans
Must Embrace Inevitable Immigration Reform” including, a two part series on the historical context of comprehensive
immigration reform in relationship to the current immigration reform bill published in the August and September editions
of the Maryland Bar Bulletin, a chapter on the history of same sex relationships in immigration law, and the effects recent
Supreme Court decisions on DOMA on immigration law. His other articles include: “Protecting Immigrant Women:
Benefits for Abuse Victims” MD Bar Journal, September/October 2008 and co-authored “One Nation, Divided by
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Immigration: State and local immigration laws in the Absence of Comprehensive Immigration Reform” MD Bar Bulletin,
October 2011 and “Pitfalls in the Bewildering Legal World of the ‘Criminal Alien”’ MD Bar Journal, July/August 2006.
Stacy Shore joined the Ombudsman’s Office in April 2011 and currently serves as the acting deputy director. Prior to
joining the Department of Homeland Security, Ms. Shore managed the permanent labor certification program at the
Department of Labor’s Office of Foreign Labor Certification. Before joining the federal government, Ms. Shore practiced
immigration law for approximately 10 years and is a former chair of AILA’s Washington, D.C. Chapter.
Carl Shusterman, Esq. is a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California State Bar’s Board of
Legal Specialization. He founded the Law Offices of Carl Shusterman. Mr. Shusterman is a 1973 graduate of the UCLA
School of Law. He served as an attorney for the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service until 1982 when he entered
the private practice of law. He is authorized to practice before the Supreme Court of California, the Federal District Court,
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth, Seventh, and Ninth Circuits as well as the Supreme Court of the United States.
Mr. Shusterman is a former chairman of AILA’s Southern California Chapter, and served as a member of AILA's
National Board of Governors (1988-1997). He has chaired numerous AILA Committees, spoken at dozens of AILA
conferences, and has contributed a number of scholarly articles to AILA's publications. He has served as a member of the
Immigration and Nationality Law Advisory Commission for the State Bar. Each year since 2002, he has been voted as a
Super Lawyer in Southern California by his colleagues in the bar. For each of the past 10 years, Mr. Shusterman has been
voted as one of the Best Lawyers of America, and is listed in The International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration
Lawyers. Mr. Shusterman is a frequent writer and lecturer on immigration law. His articles, letters to the editor, and
quotes have appeared in such prestigious publications as the New York Times, Washington Post, Canada's Globe and
Mail, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street Journal, National Law Journal, California Lawyer, Los Angeles
Lawyer, Journal of the American Medical Association, Christian Science Monitor, Atlantic Monthly, Computer World,
Information Week, Issues in Science and Technology, Variety, and others. He has written for, and been quoted
extensively in, leading periodicals specializing in immigration law, including Interpreter Releases, Immigration Law and
Procedure, Immigration Briefings, Inside Immigration, Immigration Journal, and U.S. Immigrant Magazine. In addition,
he has appeared on various television programs, including NBC's Today Show, CNN's Headline News, the Nightly News
with Peter Jennings, and on a wide variety of nationally syndicated radio shows. Mr. Shusterman has testified as an expert
witness before the Senate Immigration Subcommittee in Washington, DC
Teri A. Simmons is a partner at Arnall Golden Gregory in Atlanta, where she has practiced for over 25 years. She directs
the International and Immigration Practice Group, which focuses on the holistic representation of foreign owned
companies in the U.S. in the areas of corporate, employment, litigation, tax, intellectual property, and immigration law.
She manages companies’ global immigration needs, as well as both U.S. immigrant and nonimmigrant visa processing for
businesses and families (temporary work visas and green cards) and the immigration consequences of mergers and
acquisitions. She is fluent in German (spoken and written), having earned a B.S. in mathematics and German from
Furman, an M.A. in Germany from U.V.A., and a J.D. from U.G.A.
Greg Siskind is a founding partner of Siskind Susser and an AILA member for nearly 25 years. He writes several books,
including the annually published LexisNexis J-1 Visa Guidebook, the ABA’s Lawyers Guide to Marketing on the
Internet, SHRM’s Employer’s Immigration Compliance Desk Reference, and a new book on physician immigration. In
1994, he created the first immigration law website and in 1998, he created the world’s first law blog. He has been listed by
ABC News as one of the top 20 people to follow on Twitter to keep up with the immigration debate. Mr. Siskind has
written numerous chapters for AILA publications, served on dozens of AILA CLE panels, and been a member/chair of a
number of AILA committees. He now serves on the AILA Board of Governors.
Helen A. Sklar has practiced immigration law since 1985. She began her career as a staff attorney at the Immigrant Legal
Resource Center where she also worked as a clinical instructor at the Stanford Immigration Clinic. For 20 years, she ran a
solo immigration practice, and in 2009, she merged with Stone & Grzegorek LLP, a boutique immigration firm in
downtown Los Angeles. At SGG, Ms. Sklar represents noncitizens in immigration matters before the agencies and in
federal courts, and she writes and speaks on immigration law and legal ethics. Ms. Sklar is the secretary of the
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Immigration Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, and on the Executive Board of the Los Angeles Chapter
of the National Lawyers Guild. She has served on national and local AILA committees regarding asylum and consumer
fraud. Ms. Sklar is certified as an immigration and nationality law specialist by the California State Bar.
Charlotte Slocombe is a partner with Fragomen LLP in London. She has been practicing U.S. immigration law since
2005 and manages U.S. Consular services out of the Europe, Middle East, and Africa Regions. She is currently serving on
the AILA national International Operations Liaison Committee and on the Executive Committee as secretary for the RDC
EMEA Chapter, having served previously on the Board of the Latin America and Caribbean Chapter (2013-2014). Ms.
Slocombe also served on the AILA national CBP liaison Committee (2013-2015). She has spoken at AILA national
conferences in 2013 on immigrant visa processing, in 2014 on ethics issues arising from dual representation in family
based matters, in 2015 on business visas, and more recently at the mid-year conference on helping clients manage a global
workforce. She has written articles for AILA Voice on NIV inadmissibility and held podcasts of E visas. Ms. Slocombe is
NY licensed, and a UK Solicitor of England and Wales.
Jennifer Smith is managing shareholder of Smith Immigration, a full-service immigration firm, in Colorado. She is
treasurer of the Colorado AILA. She obtained her J.D. from the CU Boulder. Prior to law school, Ms. Smith obtained her
B.A. from Connecticut College in International Relations and a certificate in International Business from the University of
Washington. Ms. Smith has received AILA’s Michael Maggio Pro Bono Award for her volunteer work in Artesia, NM,
the Athena International Award for Young Professionals from the Glenwood Springs Chamber of Commerce, and the
Jackie Morales Community Service Award from Club Rotario.
John Richard Smith graduated with honors from the George Washington University Law School in 1997, and is licensed
to practice law in California. He has limited his practice exclusively to immigration for the last 17 years. He is now of
counsel to Jacobs & Schlesinger LLP, a full-service, immigration law firm in San Diego. Mr. Smith’s practice focuses on
family-based immigration, removal defense, and immigration-related litigation. He is a former chair of AILA’s San Diego
Chapter.
Philip Smith is a partner in the Portland-based immigration law firm, NELSON | SMITH, LLP. His practice includes:
removal defense and federal litigation, as well as family and employment matters. Mr. Smith is a member of the Hawaii,
Tennessee, and Oregon Bars, as well as the U.S. District Court of Oregon, the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and
the United States Supreme Court. He received his law degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and
prior to his law practice, he was a Peace Corps volunteer in Sri Lanka.
Rita Sostrin (rsostrin@sostrinimmigration.com) is a partner at Sostrin Immigration Lawyers, LLP in Los Angeles, CA.
Ms. Sostrin focuses her practice on immigration of individuals of extraordinary abilities, including artists, entertainers,
academics and physicians. She is a regular speaker and writer on advanced immigration law topics. Ms. Sostrin is senior
editor of the Immigration Practice Pointers, and former chair of AILA’s California Service Center Liaison Committee. In
2008, she was honored by AILA’s President’s Commendation for her outstanding contributions. She is included in The
International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers, Chambers USA, Best Lawyers in America, and U.S. News &
World Report Best Lawyers.
Lisa Spiegel practices in the areas of immigration and nationality law, concentrating on issues related to the employment
of foreign nationals. She has been designated as a certified specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California
State Bar and is a past chair of AILA’s Northern California Chapter. Ms. Spiegel has served on numerous committees for
AILA, including the Association's National Committee on Business, the AILA-USCIS Administrative Appeals Office
Liaison Committee, liaison to the New York and San Francisco District Offices of the Immigration & Naturalization
Service, and as national liaison with the California Service Center for many years. In addition, Ms. Spiegel is president of
the Board of the Immigrant Legal Resource Center. She is admitted to practice in New York and California.
Joanne Trifilo Stark is personally committed to helping foreign individuals become part of American society. A
graduate of Cornell University, where she majored in English and Spanish, she has taught legal writing, linguistics, and
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English as a second language at a college level. Since 1986, Ms. Stark's practice has emphasized business, investor and
work visas and family immigration. Many of her clients are high-tech companies with a need for foreign specialized
employees and managers.
Irene Steffas graduated from South Texas of Law in 1983, after being the editor of the 2nd Special Edition on Maritime
Law Review. By the late 1990’s, Ms. Steffas distinguished herself as an expert in the area of intercountry adoptions by
speaking at national conventions for the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys, AILA, and numerous state CLE
programs. Ms. Steffas participated in INS’s 1st Children’s Conference in 2000, where she was the only non-government
attorney. The U.S. State Department, Bureau of International Information Program sent her as a good will ambassador for
intercountry adoptions to Spain, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan. The Congressional Coalition on
Adoption honored Ms. Steffas by designating her as an Angel in Adoption. In 2009, the Council on Accreditation, the
U.S. accrediting entity under the Intercountry Adoption Act, recognized her experience in intercountry adoptions and
formally approved her as an adoption service provider for Hague Convention Adoptions (incoming and outgoing
adoptions). The Council on Accreditation has renewed her approved status through September 2009. Ms. Steffas is a
member of numerous organizations and speaks internationally on the issue of intercountry adoptions and surrogacy. She is
on the National Executive Board of the Ladies Philoptochos, a national philanthropic organization that helps the poor. Ms.
Steffas loves the practice of law, which affords her the opportunity to help children throughout the world, and travel.
Mariette (Jet) J. Stigter is a partner with Duane Morris LLP. She counsels employers in all aspects of global
immigration law, including strategic resource planning for global projects and assessing best practices to meet the needs
of corporate and individual clients. Ms. Stigter also advises and assists corporate clients on the development of
comprehensive global human resource strategies, and is a frequent speaker and lecturer on multiple aspects of
international transfers. Ms. Stigter received a Dutch J.D. degree from Rijksuniversiteit Leiden - Faculteit der
Rechtsgeleerdheid in Leiden, the Netherlands. She also holds an LL.M. from Emory University School of Law, and an
LL.M. in Law and Economics from Universität Hamburg Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft II in Hamburg, Germany.
Margaret D. Stock is a retired lieutenant colonel, and an attorney with the Anchorage office of Cascadia Cross Border
Law Group LLC, where she devotes her practice to immigration and citizenship matters. She transferred to the U.S.
Army’s Retired Reserve in June 2010 after serving 28 years as a military police officer in the Army Reserve. While a
part-time professor and reservist assigned to the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, NY, Ms. Stock was temporarily
asked to work for the U.S. Army Accessions Command, where she developed and implemented the Department of
Defense’s recruiting program, Military Accessions Vital to the National Interest. Ms. Stock also worked on many other
issues related to immigration, citizenship, and military service, including the Basic Training Naturalization initiative,
which allows immigrants to naturalize at military basic training sites. In 2008, she earned AILA’s Pro Bono Award for
founding the AILA Military Assistance Program, a pro bono program to help military members, veterans, and their
families with immigration law matters. She was named a MacArthur Foundation Fellow in 2013 for her work related to
immigration and national security issues. Ms. Stock has testified before Congress numerous times on issues such as the
DREAM Act, the Guestworker program, and the Hinder the Administration’s Legalization Temptation Act. She earned
her undergraduate degree from Harvard-Radcliffe and holds a Juris Doctor from Harvard Law School, a Master’s in
Public Administration from Harvard Kennedy School, and a Master’s in Strategic Studies from the Army War College.
Ms. Stock is admitted to practice law in the state of Alaska, the U.S. District Court for the District of Alaska, and the U.S.
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. She has also served as a member of the American Bar Association’s Commission on
Immigration. She authored the book “Immigration Law & the Military,” published by AILA.
William A. Stock is a founding partner of Klasko Immigration Law Partners, LLP, where he leads the Corporate
Immigration Team from the firm’s Philadelphia headquarters. Raised in northern Wisconsin, he received a scholarship
from the German Bundestag in 1985 to spend his senior year of high school in Lübeck, Germany. He returned to the
United States for college, graduating summa cum laude from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, and
magna cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1993. While at the law school, he was a student
director of the Immigration and Human Rights Law Clinic and worked as a foreign student advisor for the University’s
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Office of International Education. Mr. Stock has more than 23 years of experience practicing all aspects of immigration
law, emphasizing employment based immigration for companies, health care systems, and universities as well as
individual investors, researchers, and physicians. He has had a particular emphasis on assisting companies in the
technology, financial, and health care industries in managing immigration programs, including helping employers decide
which foreign nationals to sponsor for temporary and permanent employment-based green cards; obtaining nonimmigrant
visa status or permanent resident status for employees; and managing a team of attorneys and paralegals to deliver worldclass service for talent acquisition. He also handles complex family-based, citizenship, and naturalization matters as well
as defends clients in removal and DOL enforcement proceedings. When necessary, he litigates against the government in
the federal courts to obtain immigration benefits unlawfully withheld by the agencies. He is featured in The Best Lawyers
in America, HR Executive magazine, The Chambers Global Guide, Pennsylvania Super Lawyers, and Who’s Who of
Business Lawyers. He is “AV” rated by the Martindale-Hubble Peer Review system. In 2000, he received AILA’s Joseph
Minsky Award, given to a lawyer under age 35 who has made outstanding contributions to the field of immigration law.
He is a frequent speaker and author on immigration law topics, has taught immigration law at Villanova University School
of Law, has served on the Editorial Board of Bender’s Immigration Bulletin, and as a senior editor of the Immigration and
Nationality Law Handbook published annually by AILA. Mr. Stock lives in suburban Philadelphia with his wife of 25
years, Mary Stock. They have three children: Ben, Katie, and Maggie. He is a supporter of the arts, including the
Philadelphia Opera as well as community orchestras and dance groups; is an avid reader and hockey fan; and is an active
member and elder at Abington Presbyterian Church.
Lincoln Stone is an attorney with Stone Grzegorek & Gonzalez LLP, a full-service immigration law firm in Los Angeles.
With 25 years of experience in representing EB-5 investors, Mr. Stone has helped more than 4,000 immigrant investor
families. Also, the law firm's business clients have successfully raised more than $4 billion of EB-5 capital in hundreds of
commercial enterprises. Of note, his experience includes innovative work in the renewable energy sector and pairing EB-5
capital with other targeted area investment tools, such as historic and new market tax credits, redevelopment bonds, and
tax increment financing. He is editor in chief of Immigration Options for Investors and Entrepreneurs (AILA Publications)
and the Regional Center Business Journal.
Erich C. Straub is an attorney concentrating in family and business immigration as well as deportation defense. He has
been licensed since 1994. In the area of immigration law, he has been listed in Best Lawyers in America since 2006 and in
Super Lawyers since 2009. He served on AILA’s Board of Governors from 2007-2009.
Kelli Jo Stump focuses her immigration law practice on complex deportation, federal litigation, family and employment
based immigrant petitions, and waivers of inadmissibility. As an AILA member, Ms. Stump is the immediate past chair of
the Texas/Oklahoma/New Mexico Chapter. Additionally, she is the on AILA National’s EOIR Committee. She has
previously served four terms on the ICE Committee, along with the Distance Learning and Membership Committees. She
has authored several articles on immigration law and, she has previously served as an editor for the AILA annual
conference handbooks and fundamentals books.
Matthew D. Stump maintains a focused practice on employment-based business visa issues and corporate compliance.
He has extensive experience representing elite scientists, artists, musicians, athletes and entrepreneurs, counseling both
small and large multinational corporations on E, H, L, O, P, R, and TN nonimmigrant visas, and procuring green cards
under the various EB-1, EB-2 and EB-3 immigrant visa categories. Mr. Stump serves AILA as chair of the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security Vermont Service Center Liaison Committee (2015-2016).
T. Douglas Stump is an attorney with over 30 years of experience in a practice limited primarily to immigration law. He
maintains offices in Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Mr. Stump is past president of AILA and a current member of the BOG.
He has also serves on the Board of Directors for the American Immigration Council. He has been listed in the Bar
Register of Preeminent Lawyers since 1996, and is listed in “Best Lawyers in America” for immigration law. Mr. Stump
was recently recognized in Oklahoma Magazine as one of the Top 50 Super Lawyers in Oklahoma and has been
repeatedly selected by Best Lawyers as the Best Immigration Lawyer in Oklahoma. He is also listed in CHAMBERS and
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Partners Immigration Nationwide. He has co-edited over 30 books on immigration law and presented at more than 100
national and international conferences on immigration law.
Hardeep “Dee” Sull is the managing partner of Sull and Associates, based in Las Vegas, Nevada. Sull and Associates is a
boutique immigration law firm providing services that focus on the non-immigrant and immigrant issues in Nevada and
globally. She is admitted as an attorney of the Nevada Supreme Court and the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit. She earned a Master’s in Law at the University of Minnesota and an LL.B. with Honors from the University
of East Anglia’s, The Norwich Law School. In addition, she has studied at The Hague Academy of International Law
located in The Hague, Netherlands and the Sorbonne in Paris, France. Before entering private practice, Ms. Sull spent a
substantial amount of time working with non-governmental agencies, notably Amnesty International. She is an active
member of AILA. Ms. Sull has spoken about immigration and human right related topics nationally and has been
recognized as an expert in immigration law by state courts. She has also co-edited publications for AILA and its Global
Migration Section (AILA GMS). Currently, she is vice-chair of AILA’s Nevada Chapter. She is the co-conference chair
for AILA GMS and the co-chair of the American Bar Association’s YLD Immigration and Naturalization Law Section.
Ms. Sull focuses on Global immigration and U.S. immigration law, advising individuals, high net worth individuals, and
corporations on their immigration options. Ms. Sull can be reached at dee@sullglobal.com.
Tarik H. Sultan is a shareholder in the firm of Wolf & Sultan P.C. in Tucson, Arizona. He has served on the National
Board of Governors for AILA, as well as on numerous national liaison committees with the Departments of Labor, Justice
and Homeland Security. His practice is focused in all areas and aspects of immigration law, with a particular emphasis in
employment-based visas and employer sanctions defense. Mr. Sultan is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Super
Lawyers, and Martindale Hubbell’s Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers.
Elizabeth Sweet is currently managing attorney at HIAS. Previously, she was the director for access to justice for the
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service from 2013-2015, associate director for the commission on immigration at the
American Bar Association from 2011-2013, director at the ABA Immigration Justice Project, attorney at Florence
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project, law clerk for Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP, and an international
team member for Witness for Peace.
Zarina H. Syed is an associate in the Business Immigration department of Gibney, Anthony & Flaherty LLP in New
York, NY. Ms. Syed assists both corporate and individual clients in a variety of both employment-based and family-based
immigration matters. Ms. Syed is a member of the firm’s Pro Bono Committee and her volunteer work includes
representing juveniles in deportation proceedings and obtaining Special Immigrant Juvenile Status. Ms. Syed is also a
member of AILA’s NY Chapter and the NYSBA’s Special Committee on Immigration Representation. Ms. Syed obtained
her J.D. from New York Law School and B.A. from Syracuse University.
Alan Tafapolsky is the managing partner of Tafapolsky & Smith's San Francisco office. He co-founded the firm after
more than seven years of specializing in business immigration law. Prior to establishing Tafapolsky & Smith, Mr.
Tafapolsky was a member of the law firm of Cooley Godward LLP in San Francisco for five years, where he represented
emerging growth companies and multinational corporations. Before relocating to California, Mr. Tafapolsky practiced
immigration law at the firm of Carliner & Remes LLP in Washington, D.C. Mr. Tafapolsky is a graduate of Connecticut
College, with a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology. He received his Juris Doctor from the University of Wisconsin Law
School. Mr. Tafapolsky was awarded a Master's degree in Law and Diplomacy from Tufts University, Fletcher School of
Law, and a Master's degree in Employment and Labor Law from Georgetown University. He also has a certification in
Dispute Resolution from the Harvard University’s negotiation program.
Patrick Taurel is a legal fellow with the American Immigration Council. His current work focuses on the fair
implementation of prosecutorial discretion programs including DACA and challenging abusive CBP practices through
litigation and advocacy. He was previously the Council’s DACA Legal Services Fellow. Prior to joining the Council, Mr.
Taurel was an associate attorney with Andrade Law Office in Boise, ID, where he represented noncitizens before USCIS,
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EOIR, federal courts, and U.S. consulates abroad. He graduated, cum laude, from Brooklyn Law School in 2010 and he
received his B.A. in philosophy from Brown University in 2004.
Paige L. Taylor is a partner splitting her time between Fragomen’s Dallas and Houston offices, where she advises and
represents clients across a variety of industries, including telecommunications, technology, energy, engineering and
electronics. She has extensive experience in developing, implementing, and managing PERM labor certification programs
as well as counseling multinational corporations on immigration practices and policies associated with corporate
reorganizations, mergers, name changes, layoffs, H-1, L-1, TN, O-1 and J-1 non-immigrant visas, public access, and I-9
program compliance and improvement. She also has developed a practice representing entertainers, athletes, scientists,
researchers and health care professionals.
Klari B. Tedrow is the owner of Klari B. Tedrow LLC and co-founder of Tedrow and Myers Immigration Law Group,
dedicated to business and family immigration. Ms. Tedrow’s practice concentrates on foreign physicians and foreign
healthcare workers but also includes all aspects of employment and family immigration and naturalization. She has served
as an adjunct professor at The Cumberland School of Law, Samford University in Birmingham, AL since 1999, and is a
frequent speaker on current immigration issues both locally and nationally. She authored a book chapter, Nonimmigrant
Visas for Professional Nurses, in the AILA 2009 publication, Immigration Options for Nurses and Allied Health Care
Professionals. She also served on the AILA National Healthcare Committee in 2014 and chaired the AILA GeorgiaAlabama Chapter in 2012-2013. She has also served on various committees, including advocacy before being elected to
the Georgia-Alabama Chapter executive board in 2009. Ms. Tedrow originally practiced corporate law, transitioning her
practice to immigration in 1998. A naturalized citizen, she came to the United States as a refugee with her parents who
escaped the violent Hungarian Revolution of 1956.
Cora D. Tekach is the founder of the Tekach Law Firm, and has practiced all aspects of immigration law exclusively for
almost 25 years. She is an adjunct professor of law at American University and also taught immigration law at the
Catholic University of America. She is a former chair of AILA’s DC Chapter and was associate director of Liaison and
Information at AILA. Ms. Tekach served on the DC Bar Client Security Fund for four years, and was chair in 2014. She
has edited “The Immigration Act of 1990 Today” since 1997, regularly authors and edits other publications, and is a
frequent speaker on immigration issues. She is the daughter of Argentine immigrants, and is fluent in Spanish. Ms.
Tekach served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Paraguay.
George A. Terezakis grew up in Commack, New York and went on to attend the State University of New York at
Buffalo. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum laude, with a B.A. in political science in 1982. He attended the
University at Buffalo School of Law where he graduated, with honors, in 1985, and was awarded the annual “Law Faculty
Award.” For more than 25 years, Mr. Terezakis has proudly served as an advocate for members of Long Island’s Hispanic
Community and has earned a reputation as a tireless, and effective, advocate of his clients. Over the years, community
service organizations on Long Island have regularly sought, and received, his assistance on a pro bono basis. Mr.
Terezakis is a past president of the Nassau County Criminal Courts Bar Association, a former member of the Board of
Directors of the N.Y.S. Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the
Federal Bar Association’s Immigration Law section. Mr. Terezakis is a frequent lecturer at continuing legal education
programs sponsored by AILA, the New York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, the Federal Bar
Association, the Nassau and Suffolk Bar Associations, New York County Lawyers Association, and the New York City
Bar Association. For many years now, Mr. Terezakis has trained members of the criminal defense bar in the critical
importance of ascertaining, and reviewing, with their non-citizen clients, the direct immigration consequences of any
proposed plea agreement, and in strategies for avoiding deportation. Since 2010, after the Supreme Court’s landmark
decision in Padilla v. Kentucky, many defense attorneys turn to Mr. Terezakis to ensure their compliance with Padilla.
Mr. Terezakis is fluent in Spanish and frequently travels throughout Latin America.
Devin Theriot-Orr is the principal attorney at Sunbird Law, PLLC where his practice focuses on complex immigration
litigation before the federal agencies and before the federal courts. Mr. Theriot-Orr is an active member of AILA, where
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he sits on the national amicus committee. He presents regularly at national and regional conferences and teaches
immigration law at Seattle University School of Law.
Daniel Thomann practices immigration law in Chicago. He focuses on removal defense, appeals, and federal litigation.
He also represents clients seeking asylum and related relief before ICE/CBP, the Asylum Office, and EOIR. He is on
AILA's Pro Bono Committee and co-chair of the Human Rights Committee of the Chicago Bar Association. He is
president of Volunteer Immigrant Defense Advocates, and has been active in the representation of families who were
detained at Artesia and Dilley through CARA, AILA’s Pro Bono Project. He is a frequent media contributor on family
detention and other immigration issues.
Claire R. Thomas is a public interest lawyer who went to law school to make a difference. She is an attorney and adjunct
professor interested in migration, statelessness, human rights, and empowerment for women and girls facing poverty and
gender-based violence. She holds degrees from the University of Chicago, New York University, and New York Law
School. She also studied at the Université de Paris X, Nanterre. Based at New York Law School, Ms. Thomas teaches a
variety of immigration law courses and advocates for immigrant kids facing deportation with the Safe Passage Project,
through which she has trained thousands of attorneys, law students, and social services professionals on topics ranging
from representing unaccompanied children to cultural awareness.
Gihan Thomas is a California State Bar certified specialist in immigration and nationality law. She represents clients in
complex immigration cases. She has successfully represented clients before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. See
Viridiana v. Holder, 646 F.3d 1230 (9th Cir. 2011)(tolling time bar for asylum due to notario fraud), Sumolang v. Holder,
723 F.3d 1080 (9th Cir. 2013)(finding past persecution of a parent based on harm to a child), Chandra v. Holder 751 F.3d
1034 (9th Cir. 2014)(reopening removal proceedings for changed country conditions as it related to Petitioner’s changed
personal circumstances). She currently serves as the Federal Litigation liaison for the SC Chapter. She was named to Top
Women Attorneys SC 2015 by Los Angeles Magazine.
Elizabeth Thompson is president of Myers Thompson P.A. in Minneapolis, MN, and has been practicing employmentbased immigration law for over 30 years. She was the first chair of AILA's U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement
Committee, where she drafted regulatory language implementing immigration-related provisions of the FTA. She is a
former senior editor of AILA’s Annual Immigration & Nationality Law Handbook. She is listed in “Best Lawyers in
America” (Immigration), Minnesota Law & Politics Super Lawyers, and "Who's Who Legal" for Corporate Immigration.
Ms. Thompson earned a B.A., summa cum laude, and a J.D., cum laude, from the University of MN.
Scott Titshaw is a law professor at Mercer University. He previously practiced immigration law and served as chair of
AILA’s Georgia-Alabama Chapter. Mr. Titshaw earned a J.D., cum laude, from the University of Georgia and an LL.M.,
magna cum laude, from the Universität Hamburg. He has clerked for a federal district court, served as a legal translator
with Germany’s Constitutional Court, and researched EU immigration as a Fulbright-Schuman fellow. He has published
numerous articles on family-based immigration and citizenship in the U.S. and other countries, which are available at
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1237700.
Aimee Clark is the founding attorney of Clark Immigration, LLC. Her practice concentrates on business immigration and
employer compliance, including I-9 and E-Verify advice. She also has an active pro bono practice in VAWA, U, and T
cases. She is a frequent speaker and author, former AILA Atlanta chapter chair, and “AV” rated by Martindale-Hubbell,
ranked in Band 1 by Chambers USA and recognized as a “Rising Star” by Georgia Super Lawyers. She received the 2014
GAIN AILA Volunteer Mentor of the Year, the 2007 AILA Sam Williamson Mentor Award, and the 2006 Atlanta
Volunteer Lawyers Foundation S. Phillip Heiner Award for outstanding pro bono services.
Stacy Tolchin established the Law Offices of Stacy Tolchin in 2010 and practices immigration law exclusively. Ms.
Tolchin primarily litigates before the courts of appeals and U.S. district courts, as well as the BIA and the immigration
courts. She speaks regularly at conferences regarding federal court immigration litigation. Ms. Tolchin is the recipient of
AILA’s 2009 Jack Wasserman Award for Excellence in Immigration Litigation, the 2009 American Civil Liberties Union
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of Southern California Equal Justice Advocacy Award, the 2008 recipient of the National Immigration Law Center
Annual Award, a 2007 Recipient of the “Unsung Hero” Award for the National Lawyers Guild of the Bay Area, and was
recognized in 2003 by the Arab-American Anti-Discrimination Committee of San Francisco. She is a member of the
Board of Directors of the National Immigration Project for the National Lawyers Guild, a member of the Advisory
Committee of the Legal Action Center of the American Immigration Council, a member of the Advisory Committee of the
Litigation Section of AILA, and a member of the National Lawyers Guild. Prior to establishing her practice, Ms. Tolchin
was an attorney with Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP from 2001-2010. Ms. Tolchin is a graduate of
University of California at Los Angeles (J.D.).
Anastasia Tonello is the managing partner of Laura Devine Attorneys LLC in New York and a partner of Laura Devine
Solicitors in London. Having managed a successful practice in London and established the firm’s New York office, Ms.
Tonello is well placed to advise clients on the real world issues facing businesses as they expand into the U.S. Her clients
include high net worth individuals, multinational organizations, artists, and entertainers. She was a charter officer of
AILA’s RDC – Europe, Middle East and Africa Chapter, the previous chair of AILA’s Department of State Committee,
and currently serves as second vice president on AILA’s Executive Committee. She received a B.A. from Indiana
University and a J.D. from the University of Notre Dame. Ms. Tonello, a national of the U.S., U.K., and Italy, is admitted
to the Bar of the State of New York and is a Solicitor of England and Wales. Her accolades include: Who’s Who Legal,
Legal 500 UK Edition, Chambers Guide to the Legal Profession (UK, Global, and USA), Super Lawyer s, and
BestLawyers. You can follow her on Twitter at anastasianylon.
Norton Tooby obtained his B.A. from Harvard in 1967 and his J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1970. He was the
president of the Stanford Law Review from 1969-1970. Mr. Tooby specializes in criminal defense of immigrants,
immigration consequences of criminal convictions, and post-conviction relief for immigrants. He has written and
coauthored practice manuals such as California Criminal Law and Immigration (Continuing Education of the Bar,
annual); Tooby's Guide to Criminal Immigration Law (2008)(free download available online); Tooby's Categorical
Analysis Tool Kit (2009); Tooby's Crimes of Moral Turpitude (2008); Aggravated Felonies (2006), and Criminal Defense
of Immigrants (4th Ed. 2007). He also organizes CLE seminars, including an annual criminal immigration seminar the day
before the annual AILA conference. He also maintains a criminal immigration legal research site,
www.NortonTooby.com.
Blaise Tottenham is a senior associate with PricewaterhouseCoopers Legal LLP in London, UK. He represents both
private clients and corporations in a broad range of individual and business-related immigration matters. Mr. Tottenham is
a member of the Rome District-EMEA and New York chapters, has spoken at chapter, and other events. He has edited the
New York Symposium Handbook and the 2014-2015 edition of Navigating the Fundamentals of Immigration Law.
Yvonne A. Toy is a senior supervising attorney at Pearl Law Group in San Francisco. Previously, she was with Berry
Appleman & Leiden, LLP for more than eight years as a senior associate and associate attorney. With 13 years of
immigration experience, she is a veteran at partnering closely with in-house mobility teams on program management, best
practices, and compliance. Ms. Toy is an expert in complex and creative case strategies for PERM Labor Certification
applications, and Multinational Manager, Outstanding Researcher and Extraordinary Ability petitions. Her current clients
are leaders in the cloud computing, 3D design software, and semiconductor industries as she enjoys visiting them onsite
regularly.
Reid Trautz is the director of the AILA’s Practice & Professionalism Center where he provides ethics guidance and
management advisory services to members to help improve their businesses and the delivery of legal services to their
clients. He is a nationally recognized advisor, author, and presenter on practice issues, including launching a law practice,
business process improvement, law practice technology, and legal ethics. He currently serves as the primary staff liaison
to the AILA Future of Immigration Practice Task Force.
Alicia Triche is a Louisiana native with a diverse legal background in the fields of U.S. immigration law and international
refugee law. She holds a 2013 D.Phil. in law from Lady Margaret Hall at Oxford University, where her thesis was titled,
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"International Refugee Law and National Security." Her J.D. is from George Washington University. She is currently
based in Memphis, where she maintains a private practice focusing on research and writing for fellow attorneys, refugee
cases, appellate work, and removal defense. Over the course of her career, she has prepared around 500 legal briefs on
contract for firms throughout the country. She has also been very active in the non-profit immigration community. In
2013, she co-founded MidSouth Immigration Advocates, acting as their first executive director. From August 2010August 2012, she was the part-time staff immigration attorney at the Memphis Community Legal Center. In Spring 2011,
Ms. Triche designed and taught an immigration clinic as an adjunct professor at the University of Memphis Law School.
She is a former Fulbright graduate student, holding a Master of Studies with distinction in legal writing from the Oxford
University law faculty in addition to her D.Phil. She has published on the constitutional implications of local immigration
law enforcement and the U.S. detention of asylum seekers. Before attending Oxford, Ms. Triche began her career as a
detention attorney with the Catholic Legal Immigration Network in Oakdale, Louisiana, and Los Angeles, California. She
is an active member of the Federal Bar Association’s Immigration Advisory Board, and frequently authors the
‘Immigration Update’ column in the Federal Lawyer magazine. Her most recent publication, addressing the "muddy
waters" of state authority on divisibility, appeared a few months ago in Bender's Immigration Bulletin.
Roger Tsai is an attorney at Holland & Hart with a practice focusing on employment and family-based immigration and
worksite enforcement. He counsels universities and companies in the healthcare, technology and energy sector on
securing temporary and permanent visas for foreign national employees, including H-1B visas and permanent resident
status. He also represents companies under investigation by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and
helps companies perform internal audits of their employment eligibility documents. As a member of the Board of
Governors for AILA, Mr. Tsai testified on landmark state immigration laws before the Utah State Legislature. He has also
spoken at national conferences for the Federal Bar Association and AILA on immigration worksite enforcement. Mr.
Tsai's articles on immigration have been published by the American Bar Association and AILA.
Nita Nicole Upadhye is the principal lawyer at NNU Immigration in London, England where she specializes in E
company registrations, foreign media visas, NIV waiver applications and renunciation of U.S. citizenship. She is a former
chair of the AILA Rome District Chapter and has been active in the chapter since its inception. Ms. Upadhye presents on
panels internationally on U.S. immigration law. She is a graduate of University of Notre Dame Law School and a member
of the State Bar of Arizona.
Frances E. Valdez became an immigration lawyer because she believes that every person has a human right to live freely
and to pursue their dreams. Ms. Valdez approaches each case as though it were a family member or close friend in the
client’s situation. She has more than 10 years of experience in removal defense, and in family and employment
immigration. She also has extensive experience consulting with non-profit organizations in developing and managing
community legal service programs.
Marc Van Der Hout is the founding member of Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP, in San Francisco. He
has twice received AILA’s premier award for outstanding litigation in the field of immigration law. Mr. Van Der Hout is a
graduate of the University of Michigan and of Golden Gate University School of Law. He is a past national president of
the National Lawyers Guild in 1985-1986, and a past chair of the National Immigration Project. He has served on the
governing board of the NIP for over 25 years and the Board of Governors of AILA for over 20 years.
Michael Vastine joined the faculty of St. Thomas University School of Law in 2004. Since 2011, he has served on the
AILA South Florida Chapter Board of Directors, presently as second vice president. He is co-chair of AILA’s South
Florida Litigation Committee and a member of AILA National’s Amicus Committee and Law Student Division. A
frequent presenter at conferences of immigration practitioners and legal educators, he has also authored amicus briefs
before the U.S. Supreme Court, Eleventh Circuit, state supreme courts, and the BIA. His own litigation includes the lead
case construing Padilla v. Kentucky in Florida (Hernandez v. State), and application of the categorical approach to Florida
drug convictions (Donawa v. U.S.A.G.).
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David F. Vedder, Daytona Beach, FL, is certified by the Florida Bar as an expert in immigration and nationality law and
his practice is limited to that area. He is AV rated and a Florida Super Lawyer in immigration. He has over 35 years’
experience handling all types of immigration cases. He has served AILA in many capacities and is currently vice president
of education, Central Florida Chapter. His pro bono activities include, Florida Bar Scope and Legal AID nonprofit
organizations. He received the AILA award of Excellence in Practice of Immigration Law from the Central Florida
Chapter.
Rolando Rex Velasquez is a former trial attorney (TA) for legacy INS who served as a special interest TA before leaving
the government. He is now in private practice in Las Vegas. Mr. Velasquez taught immigration law as an adjunct
professor at the University at Buffalo School of Law. He speaks often on immigration issues at public forums and events.
He has served as a chapter officer for AILA’s Nevada Chapter, including chapter chair. Mr. Velasquez is presently the
advocacy director for his Chapter.
Sonal J. Mehta Verma is a member of the Immigration Practice group at Nankin & Verma, PLLC, based in Bethesda,
MD. She has exclusively practiced immigration law for over 17 years and provides comprehensive immigration advice to
companies and individuals. She has authored several articles, and has lectured to immigration professionals, human
resources managers, and law school classes. Ms. Verma has also assisted AILA with the drafting of several comments to
proposed regulations that impact how practitioners advocate for their clients. A former Washington, DC Chapter chair,
she has been chosen to serve AILA on various local and national committees for over 15 years, and is currently a member
of AILA’s Business Immigration Committee.
Paul Virtue is a partner in the Employment & Benefits group in Mayer Brown’s Washington DC office, focusing on
global immigration and mobility issues. He has more than 30 years of experience in immigration law and related policy,
regulatory, and legislative areas. Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Virtue served as general counsel of the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), where he was the agency’s chief legal officer supervising a nationwide
litigation staff of more than 600 lawyers and providing legal and policy advice to the INS Commissioner and senior
officials, the Attorney General, the White House, and other federal agencies.
Olsi Vrapi is the managing partner at Noble & Vrapi, P.A. He has spoken at numerous conferences and participated in a
myriad of AILA committees. He is also an adjunct professor of law at University of New Mexico School of Law. He
loves representing immigrants, helping them achieve their goals and dreams.
Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia is an expert on immigration law and one of the nation’s leading scholars on the role of
prosecutorial discretion in immigration law. Her scholarship in this area has served as a foundation for scholars,
advocates, and government officials seeking to understand or design a strong prosecutorial discretion policy. Her work
identifies the historical role of prosecutorial discretion in immigration law, the extent to which some acts of discretion
operate as a benefit, and the dynamic role and need for transparency, sound procedures, and accountability. Her work has
been published by Columbia Journal of Race and Law, Harvard Latino Law Review, Connecticut Public Interest Law
Journal, Georgetown Immigration Law Journal, Texas Law Review, Howard Law Journal, among others. Her book,
Beyond Deportation: The Role of Prosecutorial Discretion in Immigration Cases, was published by New York University
Press in 2015. At Penn State Law, Ms. Wadhia teaches doctrinal courses in immigration, asylum, and refugee law. She is
also the founder/director of the Center for Immigrants’ Rights Clinic, where students produce practitioner toolkits, white
papers, and primers of national impact on behalf of client organizations. Prior to joining Penn State, she was deputy
director for legal affairs at the National Immigration Forum in Washington, DC She has been honored by the Department
of Homeland Security’s Office for Inspector General and Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, and in 2003, she was
named Pro Bono Attorney of the Year by the Arab-American Anti-Discrimination Committee. She has also been an
associate with Maggio Kattar, P.C. in Washington, DC, where she handled asylum, deportation, and employment-based
immigration benefits matters.
Sandra M. Wagner is the principal attorney of Law Offices of Sandra M. Wagner in San Diego, CA and an adjunct
faculty member of the University of San Diego. Her office handles religious worker cases as well as citizenship, family,
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and employment-based matters. She serves on San Diego AILA Chapter Advocacy Committee and national AILA
Finance Committee. She is a two-term past president of AILA San Diego Chapter and a past member of national AILA’s
Religious Workers Committee and CSC Committee. She enjoys playing bass clarinet and tenor sax and performing for
local community events and concerts.
Ian Wagreich is a partner with Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym Ltd. His clients include: multinational corporations,
hospitals, arts institutions, religious organizations, universities, athletic organizations, individual investors, and
entrepreneurs. He is a member of AILA’s USCIS HQ Liaison Committee and the chair of the International Medical
Graduate Taskforce Liaison Committee. Mr. Wagreich is a member of the Board of Trustees of the American Immigration
Council. In 2011 and 2014, he received AILA President’s commendations and in 2014, he was the recipient of the
Chicago Chapter’s Joseph Minsky Beacon of Light Award.
Kathleen Campbell Walker is a former national president of (2007-2008) and general counsel (2009-2010) to AILA.
She is a member of the Dykema Cox Smith law firm, headquartered in Detroit. She practices in the El Paso, Texas office.
In 2014, Ms. Walker received the AILA Founder’s Award which is periodically given to the person or entity having the
most substantial impact on the field of immigration law or policy. In 2012, she was selected by Texas Lawyer as its top
“Go-To” Lawyer in Texas in immigration law. Board certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of
Legal Specialization, she was selected to serve on the Council of Foreign Relations Independent Task Force on U.S.
Immigration Policy, which was co-chaired by former Governor Jeb Bush. She has testified multiple times before Congress
and at the state level in Texas regarding immigration policy and law.
Stanley P. Walker graduated from Auburn University in 1992 and Washington and Lee School of Law in 1996. He is the
owner of Southern Star Immigration, P.A., with its primary office in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. He has been an active
AILA member since 2006 with the Central Florida and Georgia-Alabama Chapters. He is the current executive vice-chair
for AILA’s Central Florida Chapter. In 2013, Mr. Walker was designated a consultant attorney to the Consulate of Mexico
in Orlando, Florida by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico. He is on the Board of Directors of Immigrants’ List
PAC and Immigrants’ List Civic Action, Inc. He currently lives in Fort Walton Beach, Florida and enjoys long distance
(ultra) running, cycling, and kayaking in his spare time.
David A. M. Ware is a 1981 graduate of the University of Texas School of Law. He has practiced exclusively in the area
of immigration and nationality law since 1982, with a consistent academic focus. Mr. Ware is active in AILA, NAFSA,
AIEA and NACUA, and is a frequent speaker and author on immigration topics. He currently serves on AILA’s DOL and
Healthcare Committees.
Bonnie Stern Wasser is principal attorney at the Seattle based Law Office of Bonnie Stern Wasser. She handles business
and family immigration matters, naturalization and citizenship, military matters, workplace compliance, asylum, waivers,
consular, and border matters. Ms. Wasser is a long time member of AILA. She served two terms as chair of AILA
Washington (AILAWA) and has chaired many of the chapter's committees over the years. Currently, she is a vice-chair of
the AILAWA CLE Committee. Ms. Wasser has also served on the AILA national Military Assistance Project Task Force,
the AILA-USCIS international Operations Liaison Committee, and the AILA national Business Immigration Committee.
She was a three-year board member of the Washington State Bar Association's International Section. She is also a member
of the Solo and Small Practice Sections of WSBA and King County Bar Association, and Washington Lawyers for the
Arts. She volunteers for the King County Bar Association Immigration Clinic, AILA MAP, Northwest Immigrants’
Rights Project, and AILA Citizenship Days. Ms. Wasser was one of the original co-editors/creators of AILA’s popular
Toolbox book as well as has written and spoken on a variety of topics for AILA conferences and publications.
Jacqueline L. Watson is a native of El Paso and undergraduate alum of the University of Texas at El Paso. She earned
her J.D. at the University of Texas School of Law. Certified in immigration and nationality law by the Texas Board of
Legal Specialization, Ms. Watson has practiced immigration law in Austin since 1999. She is currently an associate at the
Law Office of Thomas Esparza, Jr. and serves as the Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico AILA Chapter chair.
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Morgan M. Weibel is the Baltimore director of the Tahirih Justice Center, a national, non-profit organization that
protects courageous immigrant women and girls who refuse to be victims of gender-based violence. She devotes her
practice to gender-based asylum, T visas, U visas, VAWA, and SIJS petitions. She serves as the co-chair of the Victim
Services Committee of the Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force, as a member of AILA’s national committee on
VAWAs, Us and Ts, and as the chair of the AILA Liaison Committee to the Baltimore immigration court. She is also the
2014 AILA DC Chapter’s Liaison Division Leader of the Year.
Wayne M. Weightman is a graduate of University of Hawaii at Manoa’s William S. Richardson School of Law. He is an
immigration attorney specializing in consular practice. His primary expertise is his 15 year understanding of the consular
process in Southeast Asia – especially, consular sections in Phnom Penh, HCMC, Hanoi, Bangkok, and Manila. His
specialties are fraud, American Citizen Services, Family immigration, and difficult B1/B2 NIVs. Mr. Weightman resides
with his wife and four adopted children in Phnom Penh, Cambodia where he manages Weightman Advisory Services. He
is currently a member of AILA, a founding member of the Bangkok District Chapter (Asia Pacific) (BDC), and has led
the charge to make the BDC chapter accessible to all members through real-time remote access participation.
Additionally, he helped organize and implement the first multi-embassy tour as well as BDC’s first conference in HCMC,
which was broadcast live to members. Attendees were able to participate from anywhere in the world virtually in realtime, along with the members that were attending in-person. Mr. Weightman currently serves as the BDC’s chair. As a
past and current ex officio member of the BDC government liaison committee, he worked with a great team to organize
and implement the first annual government liaison road trip to Bangkok, Phnom Penh, and HCMC. At these meetings, he
met with DOS officials and USCIS Bangkok (APAC) District Office heads, momentum the team is building upon in
2016. Mr. Weightman is an active volunteer in charitable causes across Southeast Asia.
Terry Weir is a senior associate with the immigration law firm, Dunbar Harder, PLLC, in Houston, Texas
(www.dunbarharder.com). She is a member of the Texas State Bar. She is an active member of AILA, serving as liaison
to the Texas Service Center, Finance Committee member, a past Texas Oklahoma New Mexico Chapter chair, and
speaker. She is also a Board member with the U.S.-Mexico Bar Association and serves on the SIRE Therapeutic Horse
Riding Program Governance Committee.
Vera A. Weisz is principal of Weisz Immigration Law Group, providing representation in a wide range of cases. She has
extensive experience in deportation defense and asylum cases. She has represented clients in cancellation of removal
cases, including defense of persons with criminal convictions, naturalization, adjustment of status, and waivers.
Beth Werlin is the executive director of the American Immigration Council. Prior to assuming that position, Ms. Werlin
served as the policy director, deputy legal director, and staff attorney. She has been involved in nearly every major legal
issue the Council tackled over the last decade. She has worked to protect noncitizens’ rights and ensure that the
immigration agencies are held accountable for legal violations. She has represented plaintiffs and appeared as amicus
curiae in immigration litigation in the federal courts and before the BIA. Ms. Werlin is the author of numerous practice
advisories. She first joined the legal team in 2001 as a NAPIL fellow and she was a judicial law clerk at the immigration
court in Boston, Massachusetts. She earned her J.D. from Boston College Law School and her B.A. from Tufts University.
Mitch Wexler is a partner with Fragomen Worldwide, the world’s leading immigration law firm. He manages the firm’s
Los Angeles & Irvine offices and has been practicing immigration law for 30 years. Mr. Wexler represents foreign
nationals, families, and employers, from start up to Fortune 500 companies in all of their immigration related matters. He
is a specialist in immigration and nationality law, certified by the California State Bar. He is a member of the firm’s
national Executive Committee, teaches an annual module on business immigration law at UC Irvine Law School, and is a
prolific author and frequent speaker on various immigration topics.
Robert (Bob) White is a principal in the Schaumburg, IL office of Masuda Funai. For more than 23 years, Mr. White has
represented businesses and colleges exclusively in the employment-based immigration area. Mr. White routinely gives
presentations to businesses and colleges on various employment-based immigration topics. Mr. White is a member of the
Leadership Team of NAFSA: Association of International Educator’s Region V, and a regulatory ombudsman for
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NAFSA. He was also Chapter Chair of the AILA Chicago Chapter. Mr. White is currently a member of AILA’s
Department of Labor committee and AILA’s SSA/DMV Taskforce.
Edward White is a sole practitioner in Boston, Massachusetts. He practices family and business immigration law,
representing clients at various interviews in local offices around the country. He served on the AILA New England
Chapter Executive Board for five years and as Chapter chair. Mr. White is presently a member of the AILA National
USCIS Field Operations Liaison Committee.
Robert Whitehill has focused his practice exclusively on immigration and nationality law for more than two decades.
Before coming to Fox Rothschild, he and Bob Deasy were partners in the firm Deasy & Whitehill, P.C. As chair of Fox’s
Immigration Practice, he serves the immigration needs of individuals and employers. Mr. Whitehill is an adjunct professor
of law at the WVU College of Law as well as the co-director of the WVU Immigration Clinic.
Fuji Whittenburg specializes in artist, entertainment and business related visa and green card options. Based in Los
Angeles, California, Ms. Whittenburg represents a wide array of business clientele, with special emphasis on immigration
matters relating to the arts, entertainment, motion picture, and television productions as well as new media and hi-tech
industries. She currently serves as vice chair of AILA's ACES (Athletics, Culture, Entertainment, and Science) National
Committee, on which she has continuously served as a member since 2011. She has participated as an invited speaker on
O-1 and EB-1 artist and entertainment issues with AILA. She is also regularly invited to speak to university students and
graduates regarding post-graduation visa and green card options.
Timothy D. Widman is a sole practitioner whose practice focuses on family-based immigration, employer-sponsored
immigration, naturalization, and removal defense. Mr. Widman is the 2015-2016 chair of AILA’s Santa Clara Valley
Chapter. He is also an active member of the California State Bar and the Santa Clara County Bar Association (SCCBA).
Mr. Widman conducts fee arbitrations for SCCBA, and has served SCCBA’s Mandatory Fee Arbitration Program in the
capacities of chair (2014) and presiding arbitrator (2015-2016).
David Wilks is an associate with Harter Secrest & Emery LLP in Rochester, New York. A graduate of Cornell Law
School, Mr. Wilks represents multinational corporations, healthcare institutions and providers, universities, small
businesses, and individuals in complex business immigration matters. In 2015, Mr. Wilks was elected to the AILA New
Member Division National Steering Committee, and also serves as the Upstate New York Chapter New Member Division
and Law School Liaison. Mr. Wilks is a frequent speaker on the topic of business immigration, and recently published the
article, "Navigating the New Office L Petition" (AILA Doc. 15040701).
Nicole Wilson is currently a founding partner of Blake & Wilson Immigration Law, PLLC located in Alexandria,
Virginia. She grew up in Southern California and earned her law degree at Chapman University, where she worked with
immigrants seeking relief through the Bette and Wiley Aiken Family Protection Clinic located at the Orange County
Family Justice Center. In 2015, Ms. Wilson and her business partner, Jillian Blake, opened their own immigration law
firm. Blake & Wilson Immigration Law is dedicated to offering excellent, affordable legal services to immigrants and
refugees in the Washington, DC area. She is admitted to the California State Bar and represents clients before the
Arlington and Baltimore Immigration Courts and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services with a focus on removal
defense, asylum, and family- based immigrant petitions. She currently serves as the chair of AILA’s DC Chapter's New
Member Division.
Rachel Winkler is an immigration law analyst with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Citizenship and
Immigration Services Ombudsman, where she focuses on protections for vulnerable populations, including immigrant
victims and temporary workers. Ms. Winkler also manages policy development and outreach engagement for the DHS
Council on Combating Violence Against Women and supports the Department’s Blue Campaign to Combat Human
Trafficking. She has served as an advisor to former Secretary Napolitano on issues related to border security, immigration
enforcement and administration including the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. A graduate of Arizona
State University and the University of Arizona’s College of Law, she previously practiced immigration law in Arizona.
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Ben Winograd is an attorney at the Immigrant & Refugee Appellate Center, LLC, in Alexandria, VA. He specializes in
removal defense and principally litigates cases at the BIA and federal circuit courts. Also, he is the author of IRAC's
Index of Unpublished BIA Decisions. Mr. Winograd previously worked as a legal fellow and staff attorney at the
American Immigration Council, where he authored amicus briefs and practice advisories for immigration lawyers.
Gayle Wissinger has 30 years of insurance experience, and 15 years working with Lawyers Professional Liability. She
has served in various capacities, including underwriting, marketing, and program management. She has spent the last five
years focused on the AILA program, and was instrumental in putting the current program together.
Elaine H. Witty is founder of the “AV” rated law firm of Witty Law Group, PLLC with offices in Memphis and New
York City. She is certified by the Tennessee Supreme Court as a mentor for the Tennessee Commission on Continuing
Legal Education's Mentoring Program. Ms. Witty is past chair of both the Tennessee Bar Association’s Immigration Law
Section and AILA's New York Chapter. She has been named to The International Who’s Who of Corporate Immigration
Lawyers and The International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers since 2013. Ms. Witty is a graduate of the Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law and Yeshiva University, Stern College for Women. She is admitted to practice in New York, New
Jersey, and Tennessee. Ms. Witty can be reached at elaine@wittylaw.com.
Bernie Wolfsdorf (Bernard@Wolfsdorf.com) is a past president of AILA. His firm, Wolfsdorf Rosenthal LLP, is a 20lawyer immigration firm with offices in Los Angeles and NYC (www.wolfsdorf.com). For the past five years, Mr.
Wolfsdorf has been selected as “Lawyer of the Year” by Who’s Who Legal, the official research partner of the ABA’s
International Section. He serves on AILA’s EB-5 committee and is a frequent speaker and author on EB-5 topics. With
over 20 years’ experience filing EB-5 cases, EB5 Investor Magazine ranked him as one of the top EB-5 lawyers for the
second time. Martindale-Hubbell ratings has given him an “AV” Preeminent rating. Chambers USA describes him as
“[o]ne of the hardest-working immigration lawyers around” and awarded him a “star” rating.
Judith L. Wood is admitted to the New Mexico State Bar as well as the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second, Fourth,
Fifth, Ninth, and Tenth Circuits. She attended Pepperdine University School of Law (J.D., 1981), Institute for
International Human Rights Law, France, and City College of the City University of New York (B.A., 1969). Ms. Wood
has been in private practice since 1989. She was a public defender with the State of New Mexico, law clerk to Chief
Judge Federici of New Mexico State Supreme Court, and law school professor at California International University,
Peoples’ College of Law. In addition, she was a staff attorney at El Rescate and One Stop Immigration, managing attorney
at Central American Resource Center, and chief counsel for numerous BIA and circuit court matters, including: Matter of
S-P, Matter of Duke Khan, Delara Nazari, etc. She is chairperson of the Federal Bar Association’s Human Rights SubSection within the International Law Section, active in the Los Angeles County Bar Association (member, Executive
Committee, Immigration Section), American Bar Association, New Mexico State Bar, AILA, and National Lawyers
Guild. Her practice areas include: immigration, naturalization, international human rights, and federal appeals.
Susan Prchal Worm is an attorney with the Law Offices of Jan Joseph Bejar, APLC, in San Diego, California. Ms.
Worm is certified as a specialist in immigration and nationality law by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal
Specialization, and has practiced immigration law exclusively for over 11 years. She graduated from Notre Dame Law
School.
Stephen Yale-Loehr (syl@millermayer.com) is co-author of Immigration Law and Procedure, the leading immigration
law treatise, published by LexisNexis Matthew Bender. He also teaches immigration and asylum law at Cornell Law
School, and is of counsel at Miller Mayer (http://www.millermayer.com) in Ithaca, NY. He is a member of AILA’s
business immigration, and asylum liaison committees. He graduated from Cornell Law School in 1981, cum laude, where
he was editor-in-chief of the Cornell International Law Journal. He received AILA’s Elmer Fried award for excellence in
teaching in 2001, and AILA’s Edith Lowenstein award for excellence in the practice of immigration law in 2004.
Palma Yanni has been practicing immigration law in the District of Columbia for over 25 years. Ms. Yanni served as the
2003-2004 AILA president. She has twice testified in Congress regarding the negative effect of visa delays on small
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business. She is listed in Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Martindale-Hubbell's Bar Register of Preeminent
Lawyers, as well as Who's Who of Corporate Immigration Law. Ms. Yanni received the 2008 AILA Edith Lowenstein
Memorial Award for Excellence in Advancing the Practice of Immigration Law.
Mark Yelich focuses his practice on employment-based immigration. Mr. Yelich represents clients in non-immigrant and
immigrant visa matters before the Department of Labor, Department of State, and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services. He has particular subject matter expertise with outstanding researcher and extraordinary ability permanent
residency matters, particularly within the health care industry. He graduated from The Catholic University of America's
Columbus School of Law in May 2009 and received a B.A. in philosophy from John Carroll University. Prior to
graduating from law school, Mr. Yelich was a law clerk at Maggio + Kattar for two years. He is fluent in Croatian. His
practice is limited to federal immigration matters and he is admitted to practice in Maryland. He is a member of AILA and
the Maryland State Bar Association.
Richard Yemm is a partner with Wolfsdorf Rosenthal LLP in Santa Monica, California and is certified by the California
State Bar as an immigration and nationality law specialist. Mr. Yemm is also currently serving as the CBP Liaison for
AILA’s Southern California Chapter.
Lisa H. York is a solo practitioner in Denver, Colorado. She focuses on business and family immigration. She is an
elected director of the AILA Board of Governors. In 2015-2016, she chaired the AILA Liaison Taskforce. Previously, she
served as chair of the Fundamentals Section for the 2014-2015 Annual Conference. From 2012-2014, she chaired the
USCIS Field Operations Liaison Committee. In 2013, she was awarded an AILA President’s Commendation Award. She
has served on other national committees including the practice management committee and the NSC liaison committee.
She is a past chair of AILA’s Colorado Chapter.
Becki Young is the co-founder of Hammond Young Immigrations Law, LLC. She is a seasoned business immigration
attorney with 20 years of experience. She regularly advises clients on the complex legal issues involved in immigration
options based on investments and employment in the United States. She is well-known for creativity, profound legal
knowledge, and an outstanding record of bringing her cases to successful conclusion. Her clients hail from many
industries, including: investment banking, securities, information technology, nonprofit, manufacturing, and healthcare.
Ms. Young also has represented more than 100 of the world's most prominent hotels and restaurants, and facilitated the
sponsorship of foreign professionals, trainees, interns, and individuals of "extraordinary ability."
Parastoo Golesorkhi Zahedi is a solo practitioner in Vienna, VA. Her practice ranges from deportation, asylum, and
citizenship issues to all employment and family based immigration matters. She has served on the AILA DC Chapter
Executive Committee as its chair for 2007-2008. Currently, she is the AILA DC chair with the Washington District Office
of the USCIS and is on the AILA National USCIS Benefits Committee. She has served on various other national and local
AILA committees, including the State Department Liaison Committee and the National ICE Committee. She also serves
as an asylum mentor, as well as a frequent panel member at legal education seminars, including AILA’s annual
conference and criminal defense bar associations in the tristate area. She received her J.D. from Georgetown and is
admitted to practice in VA and DC. Ms. Zahedi was listed in The International Who's Who of Corporate Immigration
Lawyers from 2009-2015 and named by The Washingtonian as one of Washington, DC’s top immigration lawyers
(December 2009, December 2011, December 2013, and December 2015).
Paul Zoltan has practiced immigration law exclusively since 1992. A co-founder of Dallas' Child Refugee Support
Network, he trains and supervises volunteers for Dallas Catholic Charities' bimonthly pro se asylum clinic. He has chaired
the District 6A Grievance Committee for the Texas Bar and the boards of directors of Proyecto Adelante and the Center
for Survivors of Torture. Mr. Zoltan also served on the Dallas office of the International Rescue Committee’s advisory
board, and has taught immigration law as well as legal writing and reasoning at the University of Texas at Dallas.
Paul L. Zulkie is a 1977 graduate of the University of Illinois, College of Law and concentrates his practice on business
immigration law. He is the managing partner of Zulkie Partners LLC, located in Chicago, Illinois. From 2004-2005, Mr.
AILA Doc. No. 16051671. (Posted 06/06/16)

Zulkie served as AILA president and is a member of AILA’s Board of Governors. Since 2005, he has served as president
of the Board of Directors of the American Immigration Council. Mr. Zulkie is a regular, business immigration lecturer at
local and national continuing legal education seminars and has been named a leading practitioner in immigration law by
The Best Lawyers in America, International Who's Who of Corporate Immigration Lawyers, and Leading Lawyers
Network. Inclusion in these lists is based on a nationwide survey of attorneys. He is the author of Immigration
Compliance in Employment and Business, which analyzed employer sanctions enforcement and business related visa
issues. He has been interviewed by several national media publications, including: The Wall Street Journal, Washington
Post, Business Week, and the Chicago Tribune. He has appeared on the CBS Evening News, CNN, MSNBC, and
National Public Radio to discuss breaking developments in immigration law. In addition, he has testified before the U.S.
Congress on immigration issues.
Bertha Zuniga have dedicated her career to zealously fight for justice and to fearlessly protect immigrant's rights. She
was in private practice in El Paso, Texas for 15 years. As a private practice attorney in San Antonio, Texas, she is known
for her common sense and aggressive approach in representing clients from different countries. Ms. Zuniga was appointed
as the nation's first Mexican-American female U.S. immigration judge on April 2, 1995 and retired on April 2, 2015. As
an immigration judge, she was well known for her dedication and determination to be fair and just, as well as a trailblazer
in applying the law to novel issues. Her noteworthy decisions included the granting of asylum to female victims of
femicide in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, those fleeing violence in Central America and Mexico, and female victims of
domestic violence. Other noteworthy decisions included the granting of applications for cancellation of removal and other
waivers available under immigration law. She authored thousands of decisions in removal and deportation proceedings.
She mentored many new immigration judges and DOJ/EOIR attorneys.
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