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What is a “terrorist organization™
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Tier 11 Terrorist Organizations

Undesignated Terrorist Organization - a group of two or more
individuals, whether organized or not, which engages in terrorist
activity or has a subgroup that engages in terrorist activity.

1 Called “undesignated” terrorist organizations because they
do not appear on a list

¥ Can be unnamed/unorganized

¥ No requirement that the Tier Ill group endangers U.S.
national security

With the broad definition of “terrorist activity,” armed resistance
groups, querillas, and “freedom fighters” may mest the
definition of "terrorist organizations’
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Let’s Practice

Does the group meet the definition of a Tier [Tier lITier Il
terrorist organization?

v The Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) was founded in 1983 as an
armed querrila movement fighting for control of the southem areas of
Sudan. Following a 2011 referendum, South Sudan was recognized as

sovereign state. The SPLA became the regular army of the new country of
South Sudan,

An applicant had some dealings with the SPLAIn (a) 1996 (b) 2012.
Which type of terrorist organization (if any) was he dealing with?

v The Mujahedin-e-Khalq (MEK), an lranian resistance organization founded
in 1965, engaged government soldiers in armed skirmishes. It was
designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization on October 8, 1997, It was
de-listed on September 28, 2012,

An applicant had some dealings with the MEK in (a) 1995: (b) 2000
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What is to “engage in terrorist activity™

(V1) Commit an act which the alien knows or reasonably should
know affords material support -

(aa) for the commission of a terrorist activity;

(bb) to any individual the alien knows or reasonably should
know has or will commit a terrorist activity;

(cc) to a designated terrorist organization (Tier I/ll) or to a
member of a designated terrorist organization; or

(d) to an undesignated terrorist organization (Tier Ill) or to @
member of such an organization unless the actor can
demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that he or
she dic not know and should not reasonably have known
that it was a terrorist organization.
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