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USCIS Formally Announces Implementation of Electronic H-1B Registration Process and the
Registration Timeframe, January 10, 2020

On 01/09/2020, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services published a Federal Register
notice to formally announce the implementation of the H‐1B registration process for fiscal
year 2021 H‐1B cap‐subject petitions. This notice is required for the initial implementation
of the registration process, as stated in the Jan. 31, 2019 H‐1B registration final rule.
We will open an initial registration period from March 1 through March 20, 2020, for the FY
2021 H‐1B numerical allocations.
 During this timeframe, H‐1B cap‐subject petitioners, including those eligible for the
advanced degree exemption, seeking to file a FY 2021 H‐1B cap petition will be
required to first register electronically with USCIS and pay the associated $10 H‐1B
registration fee for each submission.
 Prospective petitioners or their authorized representatives must electronically submit
a separate registration naming each alien for whom they seek to file an H‐1B cap‐
subject petition. Duplicate registrations are prohibited.
 As described in the H‐1B registration final rule, if more than a sufficient number of
registrations are received, we will randomly select the number of registrations
projected as needed to reach the FY 2021 H‐1B numerical allocations after the initial
registration period closes and notify registrants with selected registrations no later
than March 31, 2020.
 Prospective petitioners with selected registrations will be eligible to file a FY 2021
cap‐subject petition only for the alien named in the registration and within the filing
period indicated on the eligibility notice.
We will not consider a cap‐subject H‐1B petition to be properly filed unless it is based on a
valid, selected registration for the same beneficiary and the appropriate fiscal year, unless
the registration requirement is suspended. Additionally, although petitioners can register
multiple aliens during a single online submission, a petitioner may only submit one
registration per beneficiary in any fiscal year.[1] If a petitioner submits more than one
registration per beneficiary in the same fiscal year, all registrations filed by that petitioner
relating to that beneficiary for that fiscal year will be considered invalid.
Outreach activities will take place before the opening of the initial registration period to
allow users the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the new electronic registration
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process. We will conduct in‐depth webinars and publish a series of videos for attorneys and
general users to walk through the system step‐by‐step.
To access myUSCIS and all of our online tools and resources, please visit our Tools page.
For more information on USCIS and our programs, please visit uscis.gov or follow us on
Twitter (@uscis), YouTube (/uscis), Facebook (/uscis), and Instagram (@USCIS).
Kind regards,
Public Engagement Division
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
[1] For additional information, see Matter of S- Inc., Adopted Decision 2018-02 (AAO Mar. 23, 2018) at

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2018/2018-3-23-PM-602-0159Matter-of-S-Inc-Adopted-Decision-Package.pdf.

Please do not reply to this message. Contact us at Public.Engagement@uscis.dhs.gov with any
questions.
To view a list of upcoming local and national engagements, please visit uscis.gov/outreach.
To update your RSVP, modify your email address, or to unsubscribe from our mailing list, please
visit your.
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