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Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) announced the termination of a 2018 agreement that undermined
the interests of children and had a chilling effect on potential sponsors (usually a parent or
close relative) from stepping up to sponsor an unaccompanied child placed in the care of
HHS. In its place, DHS and HHS signed a new Memorandum of Agreement that promotes the
safe and timely transfer of children. The new agreement does not change safeguards
designed to ensure unaccompanied children are unified with properly vetted sponsors who
can safely care for them while they await immigration proceedings.
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