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A UL S. Cus‘.;ms and

(b)(7)(E)

j Border Protection
0CcT 07 2015

MEMORANDUM FOR: All Chief Patrol Agents
All Directorate Chiels

All Dircetorate-ExgoutiveBjrecions) s

nbmil (BXTHC)
FROM: wienuei L Fisiey ()(6), (0)(7)(C)
" Chief {18, G1)c)
LS. Borderi"alrol
SUBJECT: Unaccompanied Alien Children Sereening

On September 18. 20135, Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske issued the attached memorandum.
Unaccompanied Alierr Children (UAC) Sereening. The directivé within it provides
enhancements (o interim guidance issued March 20. 2009. Implementaiion of the Williain
Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection and Reawharization Act of 2008 (TVPRA ).

The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAQ) recently released a report in which CBP can
improve upon existing practices regarding the sereening process of UACs. To ensure
consistency throughout all sectors, the lollowing points must be re-cmphasized:
¢ Independent Decision-Making Ability for UAC from Contiguous Countries
o The age of'a UAC must be considered relative 1o his or her ability to make an
independent decision.
o UAC's intelligence, education level, mental state, and other factors also should be
considered al the time of processing,
e [Fear of Return Duc to a Credible Fear of Persecution
© Agents must be alert to identify factors indicating a fear is likely (o exist.
= Victim ol Severe TrulTicking or Credible Evidence of Risk of Being Trafficked Upon Retun
o Agenis must use their training and experience, as well as CBP Form 93. to be able to
assess indicators of trafficking victimization, ‘

Chief Patrol Agents should review processing procedures within their sectors (0 ensure that
Border Pairol agents document pertinent TVPRA sercening findings and any other refevant
information on Form [-213.

Direct questions Lo Associate Chief| L{b)E). BYT)(C) lin the Law Enlorcement Operations Dircctorate
at{ (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) jor Assistant Chicf,_(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) iat! (b)(6), (b)(7)(C)

Allachment
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LS Customsand
Border Frotection

SEP 18 2015

MEMORANDUM FOR: | See Distribution
FROM: R. Gil Kerlikowske
commissioner | (0)(6), (b)(7)(C)

SUBJECT: Unaecompanied Alien Children Sereening

In the summer of 2014, an unprecedented number of Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC) and
lamilics crossed the Southwest border, The men and women of LS. ('ustoms and Barder
Protection (CBP} worked tirelessly. comipassionately. and with pride and professionalism 1o
respond to the influx. Your dedication and innovation led the whole ol government surging in
response. and led to 2 multitude of process improvements that aps now standardized practices.
This policy memorandum cnhances these cfTorts and allows for the continued maturation of our
screening methods for UAC. '

Recently, the U.S. Government Aceountability Office issued i report examining. among other
things. the Department of Homeland Security’s ability 10 sereen EAC in accordance with the
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (T'VPRA), The report identilies several
opportunitics for improvement related (o our requirements under the TVPRA.

"T'a capilalize on those opportunitics. | have directed thal the Olfice of Policy and Planning create
a Screening Working Group which will review and, ilappropriaic, revise CBP”s current pracess
of screening UACs consistent with the TVPRA. The sereening should assess: @ UAC’s ability o
make independent decisions; whether the UAC hus a [ear ol return due 10 acredible fear of
persecution: and whether the UAC is a victim ol a severe form of human wralTicking or is at risk
of being tmfficked il he/she iy returned. This group will be informed by selected subject matter
experts from the field as well as through benchmarking and information gathering ¢(Torts at the
headquarters level. Unfil this work is completed. und in addition to CI3P's current screening
process, | am providing you more specilic puidelines under the TVPRA and other CBP policies.

Specifically. based on the information available il the time of sereening while the UAC is in
CBP custody. I am directing that all components ensure CBP agents and ofTicers act in a manner
consistent with the puidelines taken from the TVPRA. including those listed below:

o I[ndepemdent Devision-Making Ability for UAC from Cantiguous Countries
o The age of 2 UAC must be considered relative o his/her ability to nuke an
independent decision.
© Other [actors should he eonsidered including. but not limited to: the UACs
intelligence. education level. familiarity with the immigration process. ond
physical and mental state at the lime of processing,

. _FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

5 ment i FOR OFFICIAL VS ONLY (BOULD) Y cralais Infarmition 2l iy e exempd frien pohlic redease tndur
the Freedam of Informathen Act (5 HL8.C.552). 1 ikl e cvomralled, staed, hasdted wranenited, divuibuted, sl digpoed of th scoondanse
with Depanmzm, of | [omeland Seceniy (1115] milicy scluting (o PULIO Galnastiog cad iy s un he cdeascd fo the public or wibe parsosns! wive
tla nol kave 3 vofid -g-Enou” withuut oppuoval uf as zthoreed DS nilical
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From: ' (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) |

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:42 PM
To:

- (b)(6), (b)(7)(C)

Subject: UACs

We received a complaint today via sector by the Mexican Consulate regarding a 12 year old Mex UAC who was
processed last night between Eves and Mids. The processing agent is a Mid agent. Long story short, an attorney is calling
alleging that the juvenile claimed fear and requested asylum but was processed as a V/R mnstead. According to the agents
involved, the mother of the UAC resides in the US and was contacted. While they state that at no time did the mother or
UAC claim fear or request asylum, it appears that we didn’t go over the options of a V/R or placement with the

mother. Given the fact that the UAC is 12, that should have happened. We are currently waiting on a path forward which
may include reprocessing the UAC. Please cover this with your unit. We must consider whether UACs are capable of
making the decision on their own and address to whom we intend to repatriate a UAC if the parent is in the US. We also
need to go over the options with the parent or legal guardian and get the Juvenile Coordinator mvolved in cases like this.

! (b)(8), (b)lT}(Cl
Patrol Agent in Charge
Hebbronville Station

Office
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) Cellular

This message contains information intended only for the addressee named abave. 1If you believe you have received this
email in error, please notify the sender immediately.
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