12/22/21, 6:35 PM ICE announces use of body worn camera in new pilot program | ICE

BE An official website of the United States government
Here’s how you know

@ The .gov means it’s official.
Federal government websites often end in .gov or .mil. Before
sharing sensitive information, make sure you’re on a federal

government site.

The site is secure.
The https:// ensures that you are connecting to the official
website and that any information you provide is encrypted and

transmitted securely.

View the latest ICE guidance on COVID-19

ICE Check-in

Get information about how to check in with your local ICE Office here.
Reportandose con ICE: Obtenga informacion sobre cdmo reportarse a su oficina local de ICE aqui.

AAN
ame

& View in other languages

U.S. Immigration Call 1-866-DHS-2-ICE
and Customs Report Crime
Enforcement

DECEMBER 21, 2021 « WASHINGTON, DC « OPERATIONAL

ICE announces use of body worn camera in new pilot program

WASHINGTON — Today, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) announced a
pilot program in select cities where ICE law enforcement officers will begin to wear body
worn cameras for pre-planned operations.
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“With its body worn camera pilot, ICE is making an important statement

that transparency and accountability are essential components of our ability
to fulfill our law enforcement mission and keep communities safe,” said
Secretary Mayorkas. “The Department will continue to seek ways to ensure
the safety and security of our workforce, our state and local partners, and
the public, while at the same time building confidence with the
communities we serve.”

The deployment of body worn cameras will occur in phases throughout the United States,
beginning with Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) special agents and to be followed
by Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) officers at a later date. The HSI pilot
locations are Houston, TX; New York City, N.Y.; and Newark, N.J. The HSI phase of the
pilot will be conducted with members of the special response teams (SRT) that operate as
a federal special weapons and tactics (SWAT) element for the office’s area of
responsibility.

“The body worn camera pilot is an effort to increase transparency between
ICE and the communities we serve, enhance officer safety, and deliver on
our commitment to accountability,” said Acting ICE Director Tae D.
Johnson. “Safety of both ICE personnel and the public are the primary
consideration when implementing these new technologies and tools.”

ICE personnel participating in the pilot program received training on the proper use of the
devices, adherence to the ICE Directive outlining the pilot program, legal considerations,
and privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties safeguards, as well as training on data
uploading, storage, retention, and tagging. The body worn camera will be mounted on an
officer’s or agent’s outerwear (e.g., vest, shirt, or helmet).

The use of body worn cameras will enhance ICE operations, including at-large arrests and
searches incident to arrest; execution of search warrants; and questioning of individuals
encountered in the field. Body worn cameras are expected to increase the transparency of
ICE in communities, as footage may be used in assessments of police conduct, including
in instances where force was used. Additionally, footage can be used for non-investigative
purposes, including for training and assessing officer performance.
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ICE recently posted a privacy impact assessment by the DHS Office of Privacy detailing the
broader implementation of body worn cameras. ICE looks forward to expanding the body
worn camera pilot to ERO in the near future. The timing of the ERO pilot is dependent on
the conclusion of negotiations with the ERO union.

HSI is a directorate of ICE and the principal investigative arm of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), responsible for investigating transnational crime and threats,
specifically criminal organizations that exploit the global infrastructure through which
international trade, travel, and finance move. HSI special agents investigate a wide array
of transnational crime, including terrorism; narcotics smuggling; child exploitation;
human smuggling and trafficking; illegal exports of controlled technology and weapons;
money laundering; financial fraud and scams; labor exploitation; cybercrime; intellectual
property theft and trade fraud; identity and benefit fraud; and human rights violations
and war crimes.
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MEDIA INQUIRIES -

For media inquiries about ICE activities, operations, or policies, contact the ICE Office of Public Affairs at
(202) 732-4646.
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