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WASHINGTON— U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services will celebrate Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day this year by welcoming more than 19,000 new citizens in more than 235 naturalization
ceremonies across the nation between Sept. 17 and Sept. 23.

“Since the beginning of the Biden-Harris administration, USCIS has been working tirelessly in
communities to raise awareness about citizenship consistent with our mission to uphold America’s
promise as a nation of welcome and possibility with fairness, integrity, and respect for all we serve,”
said USCIS Director Ur M. Jaddou. “Constitution Day and Citizenship Day celebrations provide a
wonderful opportunity to highlight our agency’s efforts, while welcoming more U.S. citizens to our
American family.”

On Sept. 17, the nation observes Constitution Day and Citizenship Day as part of Constitution Week
(Sept. 17 to 23). The commemoration honors both the signing of the U.S. Constitution on Sept. 17,
1787, and an observance that began in 1940 as “I Am an American Day.” Citizenship Day began in 1952,
signed into law by President Harry Truman and, in 1955, President Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed the
first Constitution Week.

Each year, USCIS celebrates Constitution Day and Citizenship Day - and Constitution Week - by
celebrating the connection between the Constitution and citizenship, reflecting on what it means to be
a citizen of the United States, holding special naturalization ceremonies across the country,
encouraging new citizens to take action to fully exercise their new rights and responsibilities including
registering to vote, and releasing new tools and resources that can help aspiring applicants pursue
citizenship. Following each naturalization ceremony, USCIS encourages new U.S. citizens and their
families and friends to share their naturalization photos on social media using the hashtags
#NewUSCitizen, #ConstitutionWeek, and #CitizenshipDay.

This year’s Constitution Day and Citizenship Day-themed naturalization ceremonies include a
naturalization ceremony held at Tumacacori National Historical Park in Arizona on Sept. 16; the World
Food & Music Festival in Des Moines, lowa, on Sept. 16; Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in

Bentonville, Arkansas, on Sept. 19; U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation in Washington, D.C., on
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Sept. 20; Homestead National Park in Beatrice, Nebraska, on Sept. 22; and George Washington’s Mount
Vernon in Virginia on Sept. 23. On Sept. 17, Director Jaddou will participate in a special ceremony at
Ellis Island in New York Harbor and Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas will
participate in a ceremony in Los Angeles aboard the USS lowa. For additional venues, please view a list
of highlighted 2022 Constitution Day- and Citizenship Day-themed ceremonies.

USCIS reaffirms its commitment to promoting citizenship and making the naturalization process
accessible to all who are eligible. The agency has taken a number of steps to support implementation
of President Biden’s Executive Order 14012: Restoring Faith in Our Legal Immigration System and
Strengthening Integration and Inclusion Efforts for New Americans, as well as implementation of the
Interagency Strategy for Promoting Naturalization (PDF, 3.77 MB), released on July 2,2021. The
Interagency Strategy for Promoting Naturalization calls for a multi-faceted approach operating on the
national, state, and community-based levels to encourage the roughly 9 million lawful permanent
residents eligible for naturalization today to become citizens.

In addition to holding more than 235 ceremonies across the country as part of Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day, USCIS will also host numerous activities throughout the month of September, all
aimed at empowering immigrants to pursue citizenship along with the rights and opportunities that
come with it. The agency will also publicly release an Eligible to Naturalize Dashboard to share
statistical information about populations that may be eligible to seek naturalization in the United
States and a “Two Generational Family Toolkit” to help families learn about citizenship and prepare for
the naturalization test together. The dashboard provides statistics on those eligible to apply for
naturalization by birth country and geographic location.

For more information about USCIS’ Constitution Day and Citizenship Day activities, please see the
USCIS Celebrates Citizenship Day 2022 Fact Sheet (PDF, 599.9 KB).

For more information on USCIS and its programs, please visit uscis.gov or follow us on Twitter,
Instagram®, YouTube®, Facebook®, and LinkedIn®.
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