May 18, 2010

The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy,

As 82 faith-based, human rights, legal services and refugee assistance organizations and 97
individual asylum law practitioners, pro bono attorneys, law professors and other experts
committed to the protection of refugees and asylum seekers, we are writing to express our
support for the Refugee Protection Act of 2010 (S. 3113). Many countries look to the United
States as a leader in providing safe haven to refugees and asylum seekers. This legislation
addresses areas of the U.S. refugee program and asylum laws and system in urgent need of
improvement.

The importance of a robust U.S. refugee resettlement program and a fair, efficient, and humane
asylum process cannot be overstated. Over the years, the United States has granted asylum and
provided resettlement to millions fleeing persecution. These refugees and asylees have come
from Burma, Colombia, Liberia, Iran, Iraq, Rwanda, Russia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Cambodia,
Laos, and Vietnam, and other places where people have been persecuted for who they are and
what they believe. The U.S. refugee program and asylum system are cornerstones of the
American ideal to provide safety for the most vulnerable. Unfortunately, in many key areas, the
United States is faltering in its commitments, programs have become outdated, and the
challenges facing today’s refugees and asylum seekers in the United States are daunting.

This year, the United States celebrates the 30" Anniversary of the Refugee Act of 1980, the
bipartisan bill that established the legal framework for the refugee and asylum systems. As the
U.S. government reflects upon its accomplishments and commits itself to fixing identified
problems, the Refugee Protection Act offers a set of practical solutions that would reduce
inefficiencies, avoid redundancies, and improve the United States ability to provide protection to
refugees and asylum seekers in a timely, effective and humane manner.

This bill would help to ensure that the United States reaffirms its commitment to be a worldwide
leader in protecting those fleeing persecution. We thank you for introducing the Refugee
Protection Act and offer our support to help ensure that it is enacted promptly.

Sincerely,

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Advocates for Human Rights

African Services Committee
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American Civil Liberties Union

American Immigration Lawyers Association

American Jewish Committee

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)
Amnesty International USA

Arab American Institute

Arab Community Center for Economic & Social Services (ACCESS)

Asian American Justice Center (AAJC)
ASISTA Immigration Assistance

Center for Gender and Refugee Studies
Center for Victims of Torture

Chaldean Federation of America

Church World Service

Episcopalian Migration Ministries
Ethiopian Community Development Council
Friends Committee on National Legislation
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

Human Rights First

International Rescue Committee

Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action
Jubilee Campaign USA

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)

Kurdish Human Rights Watch, Inc. (KHRW)
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Immigration Equality Action Fund

International Institute

Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights

Liberty in North Korea | LINK

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

The National Advocacy Center, Sisters of the Good Shepherd
National Center for Transgender Equality

National Council of La Raza

National Immigration Forum

National Immigrant Justice Center

National Network for Arab American Communities (NNAAC)
Physicians for Human Rights

Rabbis for Human Rights-North America

South Asian Americans Leading Together (SAALT)

Tahirih Justice Center

UNITED SIKHS

U.S. Committee on Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI)

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

Women of Reform Judaism

Women's Refugee Commission

World Organization for Human Rights USA
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ARIZONA

Gabriel J. Chin
Chester H. Smith Professor of Law
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law*

Lynn Marcus

Co-Director, Immigration Law Clinic

University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law*

Chair Advisory and Coordinating Committee Asylum Program of Arizona*

Sandra Qureshi

CALIFORNIA

Richard Boswell

Professor of Law

University of California Hastings, College of the Law*

The California Consortium of Torture Treatment Centers

CARECEN (Central American Resource Center)

The Center for Justice and Accountability (San Francisco)

The Center for Survivors of Torture at Asian-Americans for Community Involvement — San Jose
Jennifer M. Chacon

Professor of Law

U.C. Irvine School of Law*

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles (CHIRLA)

Immigrants’ Rights Project, Public Counsel

Institute for Redress and Recovery —Santa Clara

Institute for the Study of Psychosocial Trauma — Palo Alto

Kate Jastram

Lecturer in Residence & Senior Fellow, Miller Institute for Global Challenges and the Law

University of California, Berkeley Law School*

Program for Torture Victims — Los Angeles
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Kathi Pugh

Senior Pro Bono Counsel

Morrison & Foerster*

Survivors of Torture, International — San Diego
Survivors International — San Francisco

Diane Uchimiya

Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Justice and Immigration Clinic
University of La Verne*

COLORADO

Regina Germain

Adjunct Professor of Asylum Law

University of Denver Sturm College of Law*

H. S. Power & Light Ministries - Faith Latino Initiative

CONNECTICUT

Muneer I. Ahmad
Clinical Professor of Law
Yale Law School*

Jon Bauer
Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Asylum and Human Rights Clinic
University of Connecticut School of Law*

Susan Hazeldean
Robert M. Cover Fellow
Yale Law School*

Margaret D. Martin
Asylum & Human Rights Clinic
University of Connecticut School of Law*

FLORIDA

Ericka Curran
Immigrant Rights Clinic
Florida Coastal School of Law*
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Lauren Gilbert, Esq.
Professor of Law
St. Thomas University School of Law*

GEORGIA

Refugee Women's Network, Inc.

Natsu Taylor Saito

Professor of Law

Georgia State University College of Law*
ILLINOIS

Maria Baldini-Potermin

Attorney

Maria Baldini-Potermin & Associates, PC
Elizabeth M. Frankel

Staff Attorney

Immigrant Child Advocacy Project at the University of Chicago™

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights

Michael G. Heyman
The John Marshall Law School*

[linois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Anna O. Law, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Political Science

DePaul University*

INDIANA

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Refugee and Immigration Ministries

John A Scanlan, Emeritus Professor
Maurer School of Law, Indiana University*
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IOWA

Barbara A. Schwartz
Clinical Law Professor
University of Iowa College of Law*

LOUISIANA

Laila Hlass
Staff Attorney, Law Clinic & Center for Social Justice
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law*

Hiroko Kusuda
Assistant Clinic Professor, Law Clinic & Center for Social Justice
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law*

Kenneth A. Mayeaux

Assistant Professor of Professional Practice
Director, Immigration Clinic

Louisiana State University Law Center*

MAINE

Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project

MARYLAND
Advocates for Survivors of Torture and Trauma

Anjum Gupta
Assistant Professor of Law and Director, Immigrant Rights Clinic
University of Baltimore School of Law*

Sarah Rogerson
Clinical Fellow, Immigrant Rights Clinic
University of Baltimore School of Law*

Rachel Ullman
Attorney at Law
Yang & Ullman, PC*
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MASSACHUSETS

Deborah Anker
Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program*

Sabrineh Ardalan
Clinical Teaching and Advocacy Fellow, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program™

Nancy Kelly
Clinical Instructor and Co-managing Director, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic at
Greater Boston Legal Services*

Eunice Lee
Clinical Teaching and Advocacy Fellow, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program*

Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition

Lin Piwowarczyk, MD, MPH
Co-director, Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights*

Political Asylum/Immigration Representation Project

Irene Scharf

Professor of Law

Director, Immigration Law Clinic
Southern New England School of Law*

Ragini Shah
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law
Suffolk Law School*

John Willshire-Carrera

Clinical Instructor and Co-managing Attorney, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic at
Greater Boston Legal Services*

MICHIGAN

Penny S. Burillo

Bridgette Carr

Clinical Assistant Professor, Human Trafficking Clinic

University of Michigan Law School*

Freedom House
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Justine M. Kibet
Match Grant Coordinator
Bethany Christian Services — PARA*

David Koelsch
Assistant Professor, Immigration Law Clinic
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law*

Elizabeth McCormick

Associate Clinical Professor of Law

Director, Immigrant Rights Project

The Immigration Law Clinic at the University of Detroit Mercy*

Andrew Moore
Associate Professor of Law
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law*

New Michigan Media

Rachel Settlage

Clinical Assistant Professor

Director, Asylum and Immigration Law Clinic

Wayne State Law School*

St. Vincent Catholic Charities

MINNESOTA

Nancy Hormachea
Law Office of Nancy Hormachea*

Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota
Stephen Meili

Professor of Clinical Law

University of Minnesota Law School*
Nancy A. Peterson

Attorney at Law

MISSOURI

Bob Quinn
Executive Director
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Missouri Association for Social Welfare*
Kamal Yassin

President, St. Louis Chapter

The Council on American-Islamic Relations*
MONTANA

Debbie Smith

Professor

The University of Montana School of Law*
NEBRASKA

Brian J. Blackford

Attorney at Law
Peck Law Firm, LLC*

NEW JERSEY

Alan Hyde
Distinguished Professor and Sidney Reitman Scholar
Rutgers University School of Law*

John Palmer

Ph.D. Candidate
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs*

NEW MEXICO

Jennifer Moore

Professor of Law

University of New Mexico School of Law*
NEW YORK

Casa Esperanza

Central American Legal Assistance

Paula Galowitz

*Institutional affiliation listed for identification purposes only.

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 10052166. (Posted

05/21/10)

10



Clinical Professor of Law
New York University School of Law*

Allen S. Keller, M.D.
Associate Professor of Medicine
Director, Bellevue/NYU Program for Survivors of Torture*

Director, NYU School of Medicine Center for Health and Human Rights*

Director, Master Scholars Humanism and Medicine Program*
Lutheran Social Services of New York

Patricia S. Mann
Law Office of Theodore N. Cox*

C. Mario Russell

Senior Attorney / Adjunct Professor
Catholic Charities, New York*

St. John's University School of Law*

Ari M. Selman
Associate
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP*

Claudia Slovinsky

Adjunct Professor, Refugee and Asylum Law
New York Law School*

Law Offices of Claudia Slovinsky*

Elly Spiegel
Pro Bono Administrator
Kaye Scholer LLP*

Lauris Wren
Clinical Professor
Hofstra Law School Asylum Clinic*

Stephen Yale-Loehr

Co-Director
Cornell Law School Asylum Clinic*

NORTH CAROLINA

Margaret H. Taylor
Professor of Law
Wake Forest University School of Law*
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Deborah M. Weissman

Reef C. Ivey II Distinguished Professor of Law
Director of Clinical Programs School of Law
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill*

OHIO

Ubah Abdi
Community Refugee and Immigration Services™

Abdirizak Ahmed
Community Refugee and Immigration Services*

Kyla Booher
Community Refugee and Immigration Services™

Megan Cline
Community Refugee and Immigration Services*

Bethany Duncan
Community Refugee and Immigration Services™

Mohamed Duni
Community Refugee and Immigration Services*

Chris Hogg
Community Refugee and Immigration Services™

Mary Mucheline
Community Refugee and Immigration Services*

Allison Raygor
Community Refugee and Immigration Services™

OKLAHOMA

Christina L. Misner-Pollard

Attorney at Law and Clinical Instructor
Immigration Law Clinic

Oklahoma City University School of Law*
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OREGON

Michelle McKinley
Assistant Professor
University of Oregon School of Law*

Juliet P. Stumpf

Associate Professor of Law
Lewis & Clark Law School*

PENNSYLVANIA

Daniel G. Anna, Esq.
ANNA & ANNA, P.C.*

Jon Landau
Baumann DeSeve & Landau*

Dr. Matthew Lister
Sharswood Fellow in Law and Philosophy
University of Pennsylvania Law School*

Sarah H. Paoletti

Clinical Supervisor and Lecturer
Transnational Legal Clinic

University of Pennsylvania School of Law*

Jaya Ramji-Nogales
Assistant Professor of Law
Temple University, Beasley School of Law*

Victor C. Romero
Maureen B. Cavanaugh Distinguished Faculty Scholar & Professor of Law
The Pennsylvania State University, Dickinson School of Law*

Rev. Linda Theophilus
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Eastmont*

Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia
Director, Center for Immigrants' Rights
The Pennsylvania State University, Dickinson School of Law*
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RHODE ISLAND

Alexandra Filindra, Ph.D

Research Fellow

Taubman Center for Public Policy & American Institutions
Brown University*

TENNESSEE

Beth Lyon
Professor of Law
Villanova University*

Michele R. Pistone
Professor of Law
Villanova University School of Law*

TEXAS
American Gateways
Artemis Justice Center

Michael J Churgin
Raybourne Thompson Centennial Professor
University of Texas School of Law*

Denise Gilman

Clinical Professor of Law
Immigration Clinic

University of Texas School of Law*

Geoffrey A. Hoffman

Clinical Associate Professor

Director of University of Houston Immigration Clinic
University of Houston Law Center*

Michael A. Olivas
Bates Distinguished Chair in Law
University of Houston Law Center*
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UTAH

Utah Health and Human Rights Project

VERMONT

Vermont Immigration and Asylum Advocates

WASHINGTON

Won Kidane
Assistant Professor of Law
Seattle University School of Law*

Northwest Immigrant Rights Project

Devin Theriot-Orr
Attorney

Washington Defender Association's Immigration Project

WASHINGTON D.C.

Ayuda
Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition

Alice Clapman

Clinical Teaching Fellow/Supervising Attorney
Center for Applied Legal Studies

Georgetown University Law Center*

Jason A. Dzubow, Esquire
Mensah & Dzubow, PLLC*

Andrew 1. Schoenholtz

Visiting Professor, Georgetown University Law Center
Director, Center for Applied Legal Studies*\

Deputy Director
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Institute for the Study of International Migration
Georgetown University*

Steven H. Schulman
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP*

Whitman-Walker Clinic
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