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A . STATUTORY NUMBERS 

United States Department of State 
Bureau of Consuiar Affairs 

VISA BULLETIN 
Washington , D. C. 

I MM I GRANT NUM BERS FOR NOV EMBER 2021 

Thi s bul letin summarizes the availability o f immi g rant numbers during November f o r : 
"Final Act i on Dates" and "Dates f o r Filing Applicat i o ns," ind i cat ing when imm i g rant 
visa applic a nts shou l d be notifie d to assemble an d submit required documentat i on t o 
the National Vi sa Ce nter . 

Unless otherwise i ndi cate d o n the U. S . Citizenship and I mmigratio n Servi c es (USCI S) 
webs i te at www . usc i s . gov /vi sabul letin i n f o , i ndividuals seeking to fil e applications 
f o r adjustment o f s ta tus with use rs in the De partment o f Homeland Se curity mu s t use 
the " Final Act i on Dates" chart s b elow f o r de termi n ing when they can file such 
appli cati ons . Whe n users determines that t he re are mo re i mmi g r ant visas available f o r 
the fi sca l year than there a re known applicants f o r such visas , users will state o n 
its we bs i te tha t applicants may instead use t he "Dates f o r Filing Visa Ap p licat i ons " 
char ts i n thi s Bu llet i n . 

1 . Pr ocedures f o r det ermin i ng date s . Consular o f fi cers a re requir e d t o repor t t o t h e 
Departme nt o f Sta te documen t a rily quali f ied appli cant s f o r numeri c al l y limite d v i sas ; 
use rs report s app licants f o r adj ustment o f s tatus . Allocat i ons i n t he char t s below 
we re made, t o the extent possible, i n chr onologi ca l o r de r o f repo rted pri ori ty date s , 
f o r d ema nd re c eived by Oc t ober 8th . If all reported demand coul d not be sati s fi ed, the 
category o r f oreign state i n wh i ch demand was excess i ve was deemed oversubscribed . The 
final act i o n date f o r an over subscr ibed c ateg ory i s the p riority date o f the first 
appli cant who cou l d not b e reached wi t h i n the numeri cal limit s . If i t becomes 
necessary during the monthl y allocati on p r ocess t o retrog re ss a fi na l act i o n date, 
suppleme ntal reques t s f o r numbers will be honored onl y i f the pri ority date f a ll s 
withi n t he new fi na l act i on date announced in t h i s bu l let i n . If at any time a n a nnual 
l i mit were reached, i t wou l d b e nec es s ary to imme diately make t he p refere nce category 
"unavailabl e" , and n o f urt he r reques t s f o r numbers wou l d be honored . 

2 . Se c tion 20 1 o f the I mm i gratio n and National i ty Act (I NA) se t s an annua l 
mi nimum f amily- sponsored pre f eren c e limit o f 226 , 000 . The wo rldwide level f o r annual 
employme nt - based pre f eren c e i mmig r ants is at leas t 14 0 , 000 . Se c tion 202 p rescribes 
tha t the pe r - count ry limi t f o r p re f erence i mm i g ra nts i s s et a t 7% o f t he t ota l an nual 
f ami ly- sponsored and empl oyme nt - b ased pre f erence limits , i . e . , 25 , 620 . The dependent 
area limi t is set at 2% , o r 7, 320 . 

3 . I NA Secti on 203(e) p r ovi d es that fami ly - sponsored and employme nt - based 
p referenc e v i sas be i ssued t o eligible i mmi g r ants in the o r der in whi c h a petition 
on behal f o f e ach has bee n fi led . Sec tio n 203(d) p r ovides tha t spouses and ch ildren 
o f p reference i mm i g ra nts are e n t i tled to t he same sta tu s , a nd t he s ame order o f 
cons i dera t i on , if acc ompanying o r f ollowing t o j o in t he princ i pa l . The v i sa 
prora t i ng p r ovi s i ons o f Secti on 202(e) apply t o al l ocat i o ns f o r a f o reign state o r 
d ependent area when v i sa d emand exc ee ds t he per - count ry limit . These prov i sions 
apply a t present to the f o llowing oversubscribed char geab i l ity areas : CH I NA 
mainland bor n , EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, I ND IA, MEX I CO , and PHI LI PPI NES . 
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4 . Secti on 203(a) o f the I NA p re scribes p referen ce classes f o r a l lotment o f Fami ly 
sponsored i mm i g ra nt v i sas as f o ll ows : 

FAMILY-SPONSORED PREFERENCES 

First: ( Fl ) Unmarried Sons a nd Daughte r s o f U. S . Cit izens : 23 , 4 00 plus any numbers 
n o t required f o r f ourth p reference . 

Second: Spouses and Chi l d ren , and Unmarried Sons and Daughte r s o f Pe r manent 
Residents : 114,2 00 , p l us the number (i f any) by wh i ch the worldw i de f amily p reference 
l evel exceeds 226 , 000 , plus any unused f i r st pre f erence numbers : 

A . (F2A ) Spouses and Chi l dren o f Permanen t Re s i dents : 77 % o f the overa l l s ec o nd 
preferenc e l imita t i on , o f which 75 % a re exempt fr om the per- country limi t . 

B . (F2B ) Unma rried Sons a nd Daughte r s (21 years o f age o r o l de r ) o f Permanen t 
Residents : 23% o f t he overall second preference limitat i o n . 

Third: ( F3 ) Married Sons and Daughters o f U. S . Cit iz e ns : 23 , 400 , plus any numbers 
n o t requ ired by fi rst and s econd p referen ces . 

Fourth: (F4 ) Brothers and Si s ter s o f Adu l t U . S . Citi zens : 65 , 000 , p l us any numbers 
n o t requ ired by fi rst three p references . 

A. FINAL ACTION DATES FOR FAMILY-SPONSORED PREFERENCE CASES 

On t he char t be l ow , the lis ting o f a d ate f o r any c l ass ind i cate s t hat the c l ass i s 
overs ubsc rib ed (see parag r aph 1) ; "C" means current, i. e . , numbers are autho r ized 
f o r i ssuance t o all quali f ied app licant s ; and " U" mea ns unauthorized , i . e . , numbe r s 
are no t aut horized f o r i ssuance . (NOT E : Numbers a re a u tho rize d f o r i ssuance o nly f o r 
appl i cants whose p rio rity dat e is earlier than the fi nal a c ti on date list e d be l ow . ) 

Al l Cha r ge -
abil ity Areas CHINA -
Except Those mai n l and 

Family- Listed bor n INDIA MEXI CO PHILI PPI NES 
Sponsored 

Fl 01DEC14 01DEC1 4 0 1DEC14 15JAN 99 01 MAR 12 

F2A C C C C C 

F2B 22 SE Pl 5 22SEP 15 22SEP15 15MAR 0O 22OCT11 

F3 22NOV08 22NOV08 22NOV08 15MAY 97 08 JUN02 

F4 22MAR07 22MAR07 15SEP 05 08 FEB 99 22AUG02 
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B . DATES FOR FILING FAMILY-SPONSORED VISA APPLICATIONS 

The char t bel ow refle cts dates f o r fi l i ng v i sa applicatio ns within a timeframe 
justifying immediate acti on in the application pr ocess . Appl i cants f o r immig ran t v i sas 
who have a prio ri ty date earlier t han the app l i ca tio n date in the cha r t below may 
assemble and subm i t required documents to the Depar tment o f S tate ' s National Vi sa 
Center, f o l lowing receipt o f no t if i ca tio n from the Nationa l Vi sa Ce nt er containing 
detailed i nst r uct i ons . The applicatio n da te f o r an oversubscrib ed catego r y i s t he 
pr i o rity date o f the first applicant who cannot submi t documentation t o t he National 
Vi sa Center f o r a n immig ran t v i sa . If a categor y i s des i gnated " curre nt," al l 
appl i cants i n the relevant ca tego r y may file appl i cations , re ga r d less o f prio rity 
date . 

The " C" li s ti ng i ndi cates tha t the ca tego ry i s cu rrent, and t hat applicatio ns may be 
filed regardless o f t he appli cant ' s priority date . The l i sting o f a date f o r any 
category i nd i c ates t hat o nly applic ants with a p rio rity date wh i ch i s earlier than the 
l i s te d date may file their applicat i o n . 

Vi sit www . usc i s . gov/v i sabul let ini n f o f o r in f o rmat ion on whethe r users has determined 
t ha t this c hart can be used ( in lieu o f the char t in para graph 4 . A . ) th i s month f o r 
fil ing app l icat i ons f o r ad j us tment o f sta t us wi th use rs . 

Family-
All Chargea bility CHINA-
Areas Except mainland INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 

Sponsored 
Those Listed born 

Fl 15MAY16 15MA Yl6 15MAY 16 0lAUG00 22APR15 

F2A 01JUN2 1 01JUN2 1 01JUN21 01JUN2 1 01JUN2 l 

F2B 22SEP16 22SEP16 22SEP1 6 0lOCT00 01OCT13 

F3 22AUG09 22AUG09 22AUG09 08SEP00 01OCT03 

F4 01OCT07 01OCT07 0 1JAN06 01JUN99 01FEB04 

5 . S e c ti on 203(b) o f the I NA p re scribes preferen ce classes f o r a llo t me n t o f 
Employme nt - based i mmi g r ant v i sas as f o l lows : 

EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCES 

First: Pri o r ity Wo r kers : 28 . 6% o f the worldwi de employme nt - based p re f erence l eve l, 
p l us any numb ers no t required f o r f ourth and fift h preferenc es . 

Second: Membe r s o f the Pro fe ssions Ho l d i ng Advanced Degrees o r Persons o f 
Except i on al Ability : 28 . 6% o f the wo rldw i de empl oyment - based p refere nce leve l, plus 
any numbers not requ ired b y f i r s t pre ferenc e . 

Third: Skilled Wo r ke r s , Pro fe ss i ona l s , and Ot he r Wo r kers : 28 . 6% o f the worl dw i de 
level, p l us a ny numbers n ot requi red by fir s t and s eco nd p references , o f which no t 
more than 1 0 , 000 ma y be provi ded t o " *Other Wor kers" . 

Fourth: Certain Spec i al I mmi grants : 7 . 1 % o f the wo r ldwide leve l . 

Fifth: Emp l oyment Creati on : 7 . 1 % o f the wo r ldwide level , no t l ess t han 3 , 000 o f 
wh i ch a re re se r ved f o r investor s in a ta r ge te d r u r a l o r high- unempl o yment a rea, and 
3 , 000 a re set as i de f o r i nvesto r s in reg i ona l c enters by Sec . 61 0 o f Pub . L . 102 -
395 . 
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A . FINAL ACT ION DATES FOR EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCE CASES 

On t he char t below, the lis t ing o f a d ate f o r any c l ass ind i cate s t hat the c l ass i s 
overs ubsc rib ed (see parag raph 1) ; "C" means current, i.e., numbers are autho r ized 
f o r i ssuance t o all qua lified app licant s ; and " U" mea ns unauthorized , i . e . , numbe r s 
are no t autho rized f o r i ssuance . (NOT E : Numbers a re autho rize d f o r i ssuance o nly f o r 
appl i cants whose pr i o rity date i s earlier than the fi nal acti on date listed below . ) 

Al l Charge 
abil i ty Areas 
Except Those 
Li sted 

Employment
Based 

1s t C 

2nd C 

3 r d C 

Other C 
Wo r kers 

4th C 

Ce r ta in C 
Rel i g i ous 
Wo r ke r s 

5th C 
Non - Regional 
Center 
(C5 a nd T5) 

5th u 
Regional Center 
(I 5 a nd R5) 

CH INA - EL SALVADOR 
ma i n l and GUATEMALA 
bor n HONDURAS I NDI A MEXI CO PHILI PPI NES 

C C C C C 

1 5NOV 1 8 C 0 lDEC 11 C C 

22MAR18 C 15JAN12 C C 

0 lMARl 0 C 15JAN12 C C 

C 15MAR1 9 C 0 1APR2 0 C 

C 15MAR1 9 C 01APR 20 C 

22NOV15 C C C C 

u u u u u 

*Empl oyme nt Third Preference Ot he r Workers Catego ry : Sect i o n 203(e) o f the Ni caraguan 
a nd Central American Re lief Act (NACARA) passed by Co ngress in November 1 997 , as 

amended b y Se c t ion l( e ) o f Pub . L . 1 0 5- 139 , p r ov i des t ha t once the Empl o yment Th ird 
Preferenc e Other Wo r ker (EW) cut - o ff d ate has reached t he p ri o ri ty date o f t he latest 
EW pet iti on approve d pr i o r t o November 1 9 , 1 99 7 , the 10 , 000 EW nu mbers available 
f o r a f iscal year are to be reduced b y up to 5 , 000 annually beginning in the 
f o l lowing f iscal yea r . Th i s reduc tion i s t o b e ma d e f o r as l o ng as necessary to 
o ff set adjustments unde r t he NACARA p r ogram . S i nce t he EW f inal a c t ion date reached 
November 1 9 , 1 99 7 during Fi sca l Year 2001 , the re duction in t he EW annua l limit 
t o 5 , 000 began i n Fi scal Yea r 2 002 . Fo r F iscal Year 2022 this reducti on 
wil l be limited to approximately 150 . 
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B. DATES FOR FILING OF EMPLOYMENT-BASED VISA APPLICATIONS 

The char t be l ow refle cts d ates f o r f i l i ng v i sa applic atio ns within a timeframe 
justifying immed iate acti on in the a pplicat i o n process . Applicants f o r immigrant v i sas 
who have a p rio ri ty date earlier t han the appl i ca tio n dat e in the c hart may assemb le 
and submi t required documen t s to t he Department o f State' s Nat i on al Visa Center , 
f o l lowing rece i pt o f not i fi ca tio n fr om the Natio na l Vi sa Ce n ter conta i ning detai le d 
instructi ons . The application date f o r an oversubscribed categor y i s the prio rity date 
o f t he fir s t applicant who cannot submi t documentat i o n to the Nat i onal Vi sa Center f o r 
an immi g ran t v i sa . If a categor y i s des i gnate d " curre n t," a l l appl i cants in the 
relevan t cate go r y may file, rega r dless o f p ri o ri ty date . 

The "e" li s ti ng i ndi c ates tha t the ca tego ry i s cu rrent, and t hat applicat i o n s may be 
filed regardless o f t he appli cant ' s pr i o r ity da te . The l i sting o f a date f o r any 
category i ndi c ates t hat o n l y applican t s with a p rio rity date whi c h i s earlier than the 
l i s te d date may fil e their applicat i o n . 

Vi sit www . usc i s . g ov/v i sabul l et i ni n f o f o r in f o rmat ion on whethe r users has determined 
t ha t this c hart can be used (in lie u o f the c hart in para graph 5 . A . ) th i s month f o r 
fili ng app l i c ations f o r a d j us tment o f status wi th use rs . 

!\II Charge- EL 
(I bility Areas CHI A - SALVADOR 

Employment- 8:xcept Those mainland GUATEMALA 
Based wisted born HONDURAS INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 

l st C C C C C C 

2nd C 01FEB19 C 08JAN13 C C 

3rd C 01APR18 C 22JAN12 C C 

Other Workers C 0lMAYl0 C 22JAN12 C C 

4th C C 15MAY19 C C C 

Ce1iain Religious 
C C 15MAY19 C C C 

Workers 

5th Non-Regional 
C 15 DEC15 C C C C 

Center (CS and TS ) 

5th Regional Center 
C 15 DEC15 C C C C 

(IS and RS) 
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B. DI VERS ITY IMM I GRANT (DV) CATEGORY FOR THE MON TH OF NOVEMBER 

Secti on 203(c) o f the I NA provi des up to 55 , 000 i mmi g r an t v i sas each fi scal yea r t o 
pe r mi t additi ona l immigration opp o r tunities f o r persons from coun trie s wi t h low 
admissions du ring t he p re v i ous five yea r s . The NACARA s t ipula te s t ha t beginning wi t h 
DV- 99 , and f o r as l ong as necessa r y , up t o 5 , 000 o f t he 55 , 000 annually allocated 
d i vers ity visas will be made available f o r us e unde r the NACARA program. This wi ll 
resu l t in reducti on o f the DV - 2022 annual limit to approx ima tel y 54 , 850 . DV v i sas 
are d i vided among s i x geogr aph i c regi ons . No one coun try can rece i ve more than seven 
perce n t o f t he availabl e d i versity v i sas in a ny one yea r . 

Fo r November, imm i g ra n t numbers i n t he DV categor y a re ava i la b l e t o qua l i fied 
DV- 2022 appli cants cha r geable to all reg i ons/ eligible countries as f o l lows . When an 
allocation cut - o ff number i s shown , v i sas a re ava il ab le only f o r applicants with DV 
regional l o t tery ran k numbers BEL OW the specif ied all ocation cut - o ff number : 

Reg i on 

All DV Chargeability 
Are as Except Those 
Listed Separately 

AFRICA 

ASIA 

EURO PE 

NORTH AMERI CA 
(BAHAMAS) 

OCEANIA 

SOUTH AMERI CA, 
and the CARIBBEAN 

5 , 300 

2 ,7 00 

5 , 300 

4 

375 

500 

Excep t : Egypt 3 , 000 

Excep t : Iran 1 ,4 50 
Nepal 1 ,7 00 
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Enti t leme nt to immig ran t stat us in the DV catego r y l as t s only t hrough t he end 
o f t he fi sca l (v i sa) yea r f o r which the appli cant i s selected in t he lot tery . The 
year o f e nt itleme nt f o r al l applicant s reg i s tered f o r the DV - 2022 program e nds as 
o f Septembe r 30 , 2022 . DV v i sas ma y n o t be i ssued t o DV - 2022 applicants after that 
d ate . Similar l y , spouses and chil dren acc ompanying o r f o llowing to j o i n DV- 2022 
princ i pa l s a re on l y e nt it l ed t o d er i vat i ve DV status until Septembe r 30 , 2022 . 
DV v i sa availability through the ve r y e nd o f FY- 2022 cannot be ta ken f o r gran ted . 
Numbers could be exhauste d p rio r t o Septembe r 30 . 

C . THE DIVERSITY (DV) I MM I GRANT CATEGORY RANK CU T- OFFS WHI CH WI LL APPLY 
IN DE CMBE R 

Fo r December, imm i g r an t numbe r s i n t h e DV cat ego ry a re ava ilab l e t o qualified 
DV- 2022 appl i cants cha r g eable to a ll reg i ons/ e ligible cou ntries as f o l lows . When an 
a llocation cut - o ff number i s shown , v i sas a re ava ilab le o n l y f o r applican t s wi th DV 
regional l o t tery r a n k numbe r s BEL OW the speci fied a l l ocation cut - o ff numbe r : 

Reg i o n 

All DV Chargeab ility 
Areas Excep t Th ose 
Listed Separately 

AFRI CA 

ASIA 

EUROP E 

NORTH AMERI CA 
(BAHAMAS) 

OCEANIA 

SOUTH AMERI CA, 
and the CARI BBEAN 

7 , 000 

4 , 000 

7 , 300 

5 

450 

62 5 

Excep t : 

Excep t : 

Egypt 

I ran 
Nepa l 

4 , 7 00 

2 , 150 
2 ,2 00 
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D. EXP IRATION OF THE EMP LOYM ENT- BASED FIFTH PREF EREN CE IS AND RS REGI ONAL CENTER 
VI SA CATEGORI ES 

Di vis i o n O, T i tle 1, Sect ion 104 o f the Conso lidated Appr opri a tions Ac t, 2021 extend e d 
t he i mmigrant inves t o r p ilo t prog r am unt il June 30 , 2021 . No I S o r RS v i sas may be 
issued overs eas , o r fi nal act i on taken on adjus tme n t o f sta t us cases a fter Ju ne 30 , 
2021 . 

The fi nal act i o n da te s f o r the I S and RS categories have been l i sted as "Unava i lab le" 
f o r November . 

I f t h ere i s l egis l a ti ve act i o n e x tending t h i s categor y f o r Nove mb er , the fi na l action 
da te s wou l d immed i a tely b e come " Current " f o r Novembe r f o r al l countrie s e xce p t Ch i na 
mainland bor n I S a nd RS , wh i ch would be subje c t to a Novembe r 22 , 2015 fi na l act i o n 
da te . 

E . CH I NA- MAI NLAND BORN AND I NDIA EMP LOYM ENT TH IRD PREFERENCE FINAL ACTI ON DATES 
RETROGRESS FOR NOVMBER 

It has been n e c es sar y to retrogre ss both t he Chi na - mainland born a nd I ndia Empl oyment 
Third prefere nce fi na l ac tio n date s . This i s a di re c t re sult o f e xt r aor d i nar i ly heavy 
appl i cant demand f o r numbers , p r imarily b y Citizenshi p and I mmigration Servic e s 
o ff ices f o r adjustment o f s tatus case s . 

F . EXPLANATI ON OF THE NUMERI CAL CONTROL SYSTEM, ANNUAL AND PER- COUNT RY LIMIT S 

WHAT CAUSES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FINAL ACTION DATES? 

The Vi sa Offi c e (VO) subd i v i d e s the annua l pre f erenc e and f oreign s ta te limitations 
speci fied i n the I mmi gra t ion and Nati onality Act (INA) into t we l ve mont h l y a llo tment s . 
The to t a l s o f documenta r ily complete applican t s t hat have been re por ted to VO a re 
compared each month wi th the numbers available f o r the ne x t regul a r a llotment and 
numbers a re a llocated to repo r ted appl i ca nt s in o r de r o f t heir p riori ty date s (the 
o l dest dates fir st) . 

- If there a re enough v i sa number s ava ilab l e i n a parti cular ca te gory to sat i s f y al l 
repor ted documentaril y complete d eman d , the categ o r y i s con s i dere d " Curre n t . " Fo r 
examp le, if the Empl oyment First preferen ce month ly t a r ge t i s 5 , 000 and there a re only 
3 , 000 app li c a nts , the catego r y i s con s i de red " Curren t . " 

Wheneve r the tota l number o f docume nta r i l y complete applicant s in a catego r y 
exceeds the suppl y o f numbers ava ilable f o r al l o t me n t f o r the upcoming mont h , t he 
category i s cons i de re d " oversubsc ribed", a nd a visa ava i labi lity fi na l ac t ion da te i s 
estab lish ed . The fi na l ac tio n date i s the pr i orit y da te o f the fi rst documenta r i l y 
complete applicant who coul d no t be accommodated f o r the use o f a v i sa number . Fo r 
examp l e, if the Empl oyment First preferen ce month ly t a r ge t i s 5 , 000 and there a re 
8 , 000 app licants , a fi nal act ion date would be e s t ablished so t hat on l y 5 , 000 numbers 
would be used , and the fi na l acti on da te wou l d b e the p ri ority da te o f the 5 , 00 l st 

appl i cant . 
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Applicants e nt itl ed to i mmi g r ant stat us b ecome docume nta r i l y comple te at the i r own 
initi a t ive and conven ience and upon the complet i o n o f various p r ocess i ng requ irements . 
There f o re, it i s extremely i mport ant t o remember tha t by no means has every appl i cant 
with a priori ty date earlier t han a p revai lin g fi na l act i o n date been p r ocessed f o r 
f i nal visa act i on . On the cont r a r y , v i sa a l l otments a re made on l y based o n t he t o tal 
appl i cants re por ted documentarily complete each month and in cons i deration o f o t her 
va r iables . Demand f o r visa numbers can f luct uate from one mo nth to a nother with an 
inevi table impact on final ac tio n date s , an important f ac t to remember as p r ocessing 
conti nues to re turn to no r ma l pre - COVID l evels . 

Annual Family-sponsored and Employment-based l imi t: Sect i o n 201 o f the INA sets a n 
annua l mi n i mu m Famil y - spo nsored p refe rence limit o f 226 , 000 , whi l e t he wo rldwide 
annua l l e vel f o r Empl oyment - based pre f erence i mmi g rants i s at leas t 140 , 000 . Unused 
numbers from the prev i ous year ' s annua l limit s a re co ns i dered in the calcul at i o n o f 
t hese annual limi ts . 

Per-country limit: Th e annua l pe r - cou ntry limitation o f 7 % is a cap , wh i ch v i sa 
issuances to a ny s i ng l e country may n ot e xcee d . Applicants compete f o r v i sas 
p rima ri ly o n a wo rldw i de basis . The pe r - country l i mi tation ser ves to avo i d 
monopol ization o f v ir tually a ll t he annua l limitation by applicants from only a f ew 
count rie s . Th i s limitatio n i s no t a quota to wh i ch any particul a r cou ntry i s e n t it led , 
however . 

Applicability of Section 202 ( a ) (5): INA Section 202(a) (5) , added b y t he Ameri can 
Competitiveness Act i n the 21 st Ce ntu r y , removed the per - count r y limi t on Employme nt 
based i mm i g r ants i n any ca l enda r quarter in wh i ch app l icant demand f o r numbers in one 
o r mo re Employme nt - based preferences i s less t han the to t a l o f such n umbers availabl e . 
I n re c ent yea r s , the applica t ion o f Se ction 202(a) (5) has a ll owed countries such as 
China - mai n l and bor n and Ind i a to ut ilize large amounts o f Emp l o yment - based 
p referenc e nu mber s , which otherwise wou l d have gone u nuse d . Such numbers are provided 
st r ict ly i n p riori ty date o r d er without rega r d to t he f o reign state char geability , and 
t he same fi na l act i on date appl ie s to any country bene f it ing fr om thi s p r ovi sion . 

Applicability of Section 202 ( e ): When visa demand by documen tarily compl ete 
appl i cant s fr om a par t i cular coun try exc eeds t he amoun t o f number s available unde r t he 
annua l nu meri cal limi ta t ion , t ha t cou ntry i s cons i dered t o be oversubscri bed . 
Oversubsc ript i on may require t he esta b li s hment o f an ear lier fi na l act i on da te than 
t ha t which applies t o a par t icul a r visa categor y o n a worldwi de bas i s . The pror at ing 
o f number s f o r an oversubscr ibed coun try f oll ows t he same percentages spe c i f i ed f o r 
t he d i vis i o n o f the worldw i de annua l l imi tat i on among t he p refere nces . (Note that v i sa 
avai l ability f ina l act i on date s f o r oversubsc ribed areas may no t be l ater than 
wo r ldwi d e fi nal action da te s , i f any , f o r t he re spect i ve p reference s . ) 
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G. @TRAV ELGOV HOSTING MONTHLY YOUTUBE LIVE " CHATS WITH CHARLIE" 

@Trave l Gov will be host ing "Chats wit h Charlie" o n ou r YouTube channe l 
https : //www . yout ube . com/use r / Trave1Gov) t o discuss i n f o r mat i o n provi ded i n the monthly 
Vi sa Bulletin with ou r expert Charl i e Oppenheim. Thi s month ' s chat is scheduled to 
take place on Oc t ober 26 , 2021 at 1 : 00 p . m. EST t o discuss the November Vi sa 
Bul l etin . Qu est i ons can be emailed to VisaBul let in@s tate . gov ahead o f t he event with 
"Chat with Charlie Question" in t he sub je c t line . Questi ons wi ll als o be taken v ia 
the YouTube Live Chat and wi ll be answere d i n real - time. The eve n t i s i ntended to 
addre ss i ssues o f general i nterest re l ate d to the con tent o f the Visa Bullet i n , and no 
policy, case or p os t speci fi c quest i o ns wi ll be accep ted . Thi s will be Ch ar l ie' s las t 
cha t be f o re h i s re t irement, but @Trave l Gov will cont inue t o host c hats on consular 
related i ssues . 

H. FOR THE LATEST I NFORMATI ON ON VI SA PROCESSING AT U. S . EMBASSI ES AND CONSULATES 
DURI NG THE COVI D- 1 9 PANDEMI C, PLEASE VI SIT THE BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAI RS WEBSITE 
AT TRAVEL . STATE . GOV 

Departme nt o f Sta te Publi cat ion 95 14 



AILA Doc. No. 21101401. (Posted 10/14/21)

CA/VO : October 8 , 2021 




