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Today, an eight-year-old girl tragically passed away while in U.S. Border Patrol custody in Harlingen, Texas. The child and her family
were in custody at the Harlingen Station where she experienced a medical emergency. Emergency Medical Services were called to the
station and transported her to the local hospital where she was pronounced dead.

Consistent with CBP protocol, the Office of Professional Responsibility is conducting an investigation of the incident. The Department
of Homeland Security’s Office of Inspector General and the Harlingen Police Department were also notified. Additional information

will be made available in accordance with CBP’s policy regarding deaths in custody.

**On May 21, 2023, an updated statement was issued with additional information. Above is the initial statement.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the Department of Homeland Security charged with the
comprehensive management, control, and protection of our nation’s borders, combining customs, immigration, border security, and
agricultural protection at and between official ports of entry.
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