May 18, 2016

To the Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Sarah Saldafia:

First and foremost, greetings to you on this occasion. We address you with the aim of expressing
all of the concerns that afflict us in this moment. We are the women and children detained in the
Family Detention Center of South Texas.

To start, we did not leave our countries to live a picture-perfect life in the United States; we fled
so that we would not be killed. We came here seeking asylum, as is our right, and instead we
have been subjected to a new hell of detention.

Presently our main concern is the delayed response to and lack of information concerning our

immigration process, specifically with respect to the requirement of demonstrating a reasonable

fear of persecution. We have been awaiting a response to our credible fear interviews well

beyond that which is stipulated under federal and international law. Despite numerous attempts

to obtain decisions over the course of days and weeks in detention, these inquiries have had no
f} effect.

For this reasgg ge/ﬁsms a matter of urgency, for a prompt, timely, and immediate decision in
our cases, especially in light of the negative physical, psychological, and emotional effects that
the delay has had on ourselves and on our children. These effects include, among other things,
deep depression giving rise to suicidal thoughts, prolonged insomnia and loss of appetite, and a
sense of desperation. (Please see the appendix of testimonies on family detention attached to this
letter).

Given the urgency of this matter, we also request a meeting with you, as soon as may be
possible, in order to inform you of the harms which we suffer in detention.

We thank you ahead of time for your support and may God bless you.

Sincerely,
The mothers of the South Texas Family Residential Center
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Appendix 1: Testimonials on Family Detention

Over 50 women and their children are currently over-detained in the South Texas Family
Residential Center in Dilley, Texas. These women have all spent over 20 days in
detention, contrary to federal law and international human rights law. They have faced
deep psychological and physical harm due to their prolonged detention.

This document provides a summary of these impacts, as well as excerpts from individual
testimonials.

Summary of hamis due to family detention

Harms on mothers
e An inability to be a mother
e The long wait and lack of any information creates confusion, anxiety, and
desperation
Loss of sleep
Weight loss
Dark and suicidal thoughts
Sadness, anxiety, and stress because of the impacts on the children, and their
inability to provide answers '

Harms on children
e Lack of interest and ability to go to school
A change in attitude making children more aggressive and hyperactive
Inability to sleep
Deep sadness and depression
Frequent crying
Constant fear
Lack of appetite
Frequent sickness

Personal testimonials on the harms of family detention
May 18, 2016

“It has been a long time since we have been here, almost one month. I hardly sleep and I
do not want to leave my room. My daughter feels sad and restless and anxious and is
unwilling to go to school.”

“A long time in detention affects me physically. It makes me desperate not to know

anything. My daughter does not want to eat or go to school because she says we are
leaving soon. She cries a lot. She feels desperate as well.”
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“Being in detention has deprived us of our freedom. Being in this place for myself and my
son has caused a lot of stress. Our children get sick and we have no power to do anything
for them.”

“For me psychologically, I am in a state of depression, anguish, and anxiety waiting. I
think if we at least had answers to our questions about why the delay, then it would be
easier to understand. Also our families are psychologically affected by not knowing what
will happen to us here, locked up for so long. Our mothers are also sick with worry. My
son is only 3 years. Psychologically, he is traumatized because maybe we are living in
better conditions but we are always subjects to the rules and you do not feel like you are
in your own space. He asks every day when we will go because other people leave but not
us. He asks if we are trapped here because we are bad people. But I have no answers to
these endless questions.”

“For me and my daughter, we are psychologically affected. My daughter's demeanor has
changed a lot. Now she is very aggressive and she doesn’t want to eat the food or go to
the school. She cries a lot because she wants to leave. This hurts me and I am affected a
lot because I cannot say anything to respond to her.”

“It has affected us greatly. We feel desperate. There are no answers to my questions and
therefore I do not know what to say to my child when he gets sad because he misses his
dad. And in the same way, 1 also feel bad since there is no solution to my case.”

“A long time in detention has affected me in many ways. One of the first ways it has
affected us is that my son is very sick. He has lost a lot of weight and is very dehydrated. |
have had to fight to give him medication. Another way is that my son is very fearful here.
He says he wants to leave because there are so many police here. Also, I have not slept a
week while being here and my son wakes at all hours. He wakes up and says he wants to
go home and go to his room. Finally, my son does not want to eat or leave the building
[we are detained in] because he is so desperate. We are both depressed.”

“The psychological repercussions on me and my son are the biggest problems. There is a
lot of stress and pressure being in the same place with others sharing the same problem.
The problems go beyond physical health, we also see that some [are detained] for only 5
days while others remain here, even though we all just want to be with our families. We
did not leave our countries to live a picture perfect life in the United States, we left to
escape being killed.”
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